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ight well be. felled up. ; ae do Bee De 
rhethe it has been applied to cast-iron 


as —It has been intial not 
ast, but to wrought-iron pipes. . 
Mr. TUDOR—It_ should be applied 
_ wrought-iron pipes of small diameter 
for house reticulation purposes. I hope 
that, during this. discussi-. honorable: 
meinbers will not hesitate to point to any 
defects in the Tariff. I shall be quite 
_ ready to do so, and I shall be pleased to 
, know that we ‘shall have an. opportunity 
to alter and amend it. No Minister—no 
matter to what party he belongs—can 
_ claim to have that general knowledge of 
’ the industries of Australia which is pos- 
_ sessed by the House as a whole. The 
Minister in charge should be glad to 
avail himself of the combined knowledge 
of honorable members. Every honorable 
member has a knowledge of the particu- 
lar industries in his own electorate, and 
the extent to which they affect it, and I 
_ hope that we shall be guided in our de- 
 liberations by a desire to make Australia 
~ as self-contained: as possible. We have 
‘been told by one daily newspaper that 
we have no right to consider such a mat- 
ter; but I, for one, care not for the 
bpinions expressed in the newspapers. It . 
is our duty to make Australia less de- 
pendent upon other countries than she 
“has hitherto. been. During the war we 
found that we were able to manufacture 
‘much that we had never attempted before, 
and [ am convinced that the ‘Australian 
ne workman, when supplied with the neces- 
+ sary machinery and tools, can hold his 
own with the most skilled workers of any 
other country. 
Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) f10.15].— 
I should like at the outset to refer to a 






























sition (Mr. Tudor), who, in reply to 
terjection made by me, classed me as 
of the “Stinking-fish”” party, so, far 
the progress of Australia was con- 


Tupor.—lIf the honvenbie imeeniber 
‘to the remark I shall have plea- 
withdrawing it.” 
GREGORY.—I do not aes it 
ensive, for I know that the hon- 
member did not intend it to be. 
honorable member has a keener de-’ 
‘than I have to advance the best. in- 
ss of Australia. I also give the = 





a emark made by the Leader of the Op- 
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Sates of the Catenion cae: for’ a de- 
sire to improve the conditions of ‘the | eh 
country. | e 
Mr, Srzewarr.—There is only a. ‘slight 
difference of opinion between us as to the — 
best way to improve the conditions of the is 
country. 
Mr. GREGORY.—That is so. When 
in Sydney recently I saw some thousands 
of. small parcels of hats which had beer 
sent by parcels post from America. A. 
more expensive way of importing them 
eculd not have been adopted. The rabbit | 
skins from which they had been manu- 
factured had been purchased at high 
prices and sent from Australia to the’ 
United States of America’ at - heavy — 
freights. The ‘wages paid in the trade 
in the United States of America were 
higher than those prevailing here, and 
yet it was possible to bring over this 
enormous consignment in the most” ex- 
pensive way, and to compete with the 
local manufacturers. How was that pos- 
sible? Surely there must be something 
wrong with the industry here. Again, 


only a few days ago, at the Parcels Post 


of the. ‘Buble Works 


Office, I, in company with other members 
Committee, saw 
large quantities of goods which had been 
sent here in the same way, not only from | 
the United States of America, but’ 
Japan. o 
Mr. Corsrer.—Australia can produce 
hats as good as those manufactured in 
any other part of the world. | 
Mr. GREGORY.—We should bb able 
to do so, and it seems to me to be extra- 
ordinary that we are not making much 
greater strides in regard to the manufac- 
ture, not only of hats, but boots. Mil- - 
lions of pounds worth of boots should 
have been exported from Australia dur- 
ing the war. Industry generally should 
have flourished here. The fault rests, 
not with the Australian workmen, 
but with the agitators, who got behind 


| them in*the first place and urged them to 


“oo slow,” and put other obstacles in 
the way. of the activities of the Cone 
monwealth. 

- Coming to the Tariff itself, yf choweke 


that, when the present Leader of the Op 


position, as Minister for Trade and Cus 
, toms, introduced his Tariff of 1914 we. 
had reached the standard of Protection — 


‘required to build up’ the industries of © 


Australia. For fifteen or bake Mancin 





‘bone we! had heard it said that, in. 


ae to build up Australian industries; 


‘a higher Tariff was necessary. The. 
_ Tariff -was continually increased until, 
/ with the introduction of that of 1914, if 
believed we had a Tariff which would 
enable local manufacturers to compete 
with the rest of the world. But we have 
ow submitted to us a Tariff that “ out- 
‘Herods Herod,’’ largely inereasing the 
RY duties on almost every article we require 
There can be no argument at the present 
time for an increased Tariff in order to 
build up. Australian industries. 











( 
% 





. various countries. Prices have increased 
enormously, but still we are, and must 
eontinue, importing. This has been 
due to: the fact, not that the duties 
“Yar foree at the outbreak of war were in- 
sufficient to protect Australian manufac- 
turers, but that. millions of people, and 
hundreds of thousands of pounds worth 
of machinery, were diverted from peace- 
ful pursuits to the manufacture of muni- 
tions of war. Machinery which had for- 
_ merly been used in the manufacture of 
these goods had to be utilized in the pro- 
_ duction.of war material. 
, _it-has been almost impossible to get. goods 
* mto Australia in any shape or form. Yet, 
| at a time like this, a new Tariff has been 
brought forward. 

We ought to be told whether thie 
i Tariff is intended to be revenue produc- 
ing, or whether it is designed; to en- 
- eourage the establishment of local indus- 
_ tries. 




















should be utilizing it for manufacturing 
q purposes? 

Mr GREGORY.—The man who pro: 
duces the raw material of this country 
- ought tobe able to get the world’s s parity 
a for it. The only way in which we shall 
a ‘ever be able to progress and discharge the 
: tremendous obligations with which we are 
' faced is by developing the vast vacant 

spaces of Australia, and by’ encouraging 
people to come here. When we have a 
4 oe healing of 15,000,000 or 20,000,000, 
which wo shall have with good govern- — 














: manufacturdr, who will thus-be in a far 
Doleas aie ie Leeann in: Nie bs ing 


_(REPRESENTATIVES.] Tariff, 


i Rachuned| 


2 We 
_ know that,. prior to.the war, we had been. 
i importing large quantities of goods: from” 


Of recent years 


Ve Mr. Corszr.—Do we not export an enor- 
, ‘mous quantity of raw material, when we 


* Qoming to the Tariff itself, 


- ment; there will be a home market ‘for the . 



























About 1913-14 ae value of 

primary industries was Rjees tee 
£170,000,000, whilst that pk. : 
products was on 
£60 Bt “aie 


that ae bale. of idle ae rig 
tralia is to be found in the State ¢: ] 


refute the statement of the Minis 
Trade .and* Customs (Mr. Green 
regard to the population of this cot 
The Commonwealth Statistician, tel 
that 50 per cent. of our populé ) 
urban in character. Whilst sue 
ditions obtain, the man who: goes in 
bush +0 struggle for an existence, ha 
embargo placed upon the hai ei 
his predicts 


Ceneetiony el of an oes 
gard to.copper production. I do 
the facts of the ease he speaks 
Ges vey analy what. the Governments : 


worth af ae out. of a ana ak 
less than two years. Yet the profit 
they obtained was less than £4,000. 
were’ not allowed to export their 
except through certain agencies, 
“Mr, Greenz.—On seo, of wi 
strictions.. eae 
Mr. raeadatey —Yes, 


z Ae 


ever atlas ml aha has 1a pent 
with the metal industry may to- 
affect. some other industry..° _ 


bitter complaint to make concern 
of the acts of the Customs Depa: 
I object to the action of the D 
ment in imposing embargoes upon — 
classes of goods coming into this ‘count 


ter’s administration, but ag speed 
cedent to it. Take as an illustr: it 
Lise ag He ice 
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diese sheep ey, r I ae that See “an 
- article was being manufactured here. 
loca al manufacturers asked for no embargo. 
‘upon the imported article. 
X initiative of Sir John Higgins and the 





_was placed upon it. 
ee “Mr. Jackson. —There is ee wrong 
: ath Leggo’s sheep dip. 
i oa GREGORY. — It may bs far 
Dette than the imported sheep dips. 
But the firms of, Cooper and Little 
ee have been doing pusiness here for the 
past sixty or seventy years. , They have 
_ their agencies all over the ‘world, and 
| were exporting sheep dip to this country. 
__. Every effort was made by the Government 
_ to prevent them securing the requisite 
_ shipping space. 


them to establish factories here. 
Me ACKSON. — The cursed Tariff 


. GREGORY. ihe perfect Tariff 
‘ Be If the honorable member for Wide 
Bay (Mr. Corser), for the purpose of 
isp saa! some other cali oe individuals, 


ee Bhim cat: Peaeant viet Fei : 
halt reported. | 


House pene at 10.29 p.m. 
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ie “Priday 2 Say, 1920. 


a 


wok the fond at 11. am., and read 


i 
we 


‘ ee for the year 1920% 
ae 


Our 


- understand that relief was 
Yet, upon the 


6 firm of Leggo and Company, an Ok sa 


Mr. Coxrsur.—We Wha ted to compel. 


Mr. Dass (Hon, Sir Elliot J bass 


is 


qt wall Pace the ‘State loans are free of Fed@ral income: 







_M ail Contractors. 





We eit for the pring of relief’ 
mail contractors for the year 19202 ¥ 
eiven up tor 
the end of last year, and that the Depart- W 
ment has under consideration the granting — 
of assistance in RESP ECY of the current 
year. | 
Mr. WISE.—I taf owcisd the honorable » 
member for Hunter (Mr. Charlton) a 
few minutes ago that I was cone | 


The matter. ‘ 


Mr. Parxer Motonny.—I was not pre 
sent when.that statement was made. 


STATE LOANS AND FEDERAL 
| TAXATION. ee 
Mr, TUDOR.—Honorable members are 
doubtless aware that the New South 
Wales Government are issuing a loan 


which, they state, will be free of Common- 
iment, and State: imcome tax. 


In this 
morning’ s newspapers a similar announee- 
ment is made with regard to a Victorian 
loan. 

» Mr. Brunprety.—The South Australien | 
Government are also floating a loan which 
it is said will be free of Commonwealth 
and State income tax. : 

Mr. TUDOR.—I desire to ask the Act- 


ing Treasurer whether, in view of the de- 


cision of the High Court in the case of 


d’Hmden v., Pedder, it is competent for 
any State . Gowenaniaut to issue a loan 
free of Commonwealth income tax? 

Mr. J. H. Carrs.—A State Government 
may undertake to pay the Federal tax on 
a State loan. 

Mr. TUDOR. ne am aware of that, but 
[ am anxious to ascertain whether the 
State Governments can give this assurance 
in view of the fact that these loans are 
largely subseribed by persons with big in- 
comes which are subject to the higher 
rates of taxation. The exemption of such — 
investments from Federal income tax 19 
unfair to the rest of the community. , 


‘Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The position 





Carrs.—Are not Commion- 


Mycid) HH: 


wealth loans free of State taxation? | 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—They are, and 


tax. I confess that I was not aware of _ 


that fact until a few days ago. The ques- 
tion of whether or not incomes so derived 


are taxable has not yet been. decided. it 










Petition by _ 









a constitutional point, and anil it ia 
en determined, I cannot say whether 
they are taxable. . Meantime no taxation 
is being collected in respect “wf ‘income 
from State loans. 


Bs NORTHERN TERRITORY 
| "ADMINISTRATION, 


Error 1n Printep Report or Commris- 
ay SION. 


Mr, TUDOR —Is the Minister for 
Home and ‘Territories aware that on 
page 4 of the printed report of the Royal 
Commission on the Northern Territory 
administration the name of an ex-Min- 
ister for Home and _ Territories: (Mr. 
Glynn) is wrongly mentioned? I’ was in- 
formed yesterday that the reference was 


intended to'be, not to Mr. Glynn; but. 


to another ex-Muinister. : 


Mr. POYNTON.—The. report was 
printed in accordance with the text of the 
official report’ submitted, but, I have ascer- 
tained on inquiry that, as the honorable 
* member states, the name of Mr. Glynn 
appears in error. An _ effort is being 
made to have the, error corrected. 


PETITION BY MR. J. B. RONALD. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—Is the Prime Min- 
ister aware that Mr. J. B. Ronald pre- 
sented a petition of grace to His Majesty 
the King praying | for justice in connexion 
with what is known as the Ronald-Harper 
ease, and was. advised that the petition 
had been sent on to the Commonwealth 
Government? Will the Government lay 
on the table of the House all the corre- 
' spondence which has passed between them 


and His Majesty in regard to the aa A 


ease ? 


Mr. HUGHES. there ene ~ been 

: ~ placed in my hands a newspaper extract 
stating that Mr. Ronald had approached 

- the ‘Colonial Office and had subsequently 
_ been advised to approach His Majesty by 
way of petition of grace, and that His’ 
Majesty had stated that he would com- 

‘municate his answer, through the Gover- 
~nor-General, to the Commonwealth Go- 
-vernment. I am not aware whether His 
_ Majesty has done so, but will ascertain 

_ from the Governor- General ; and, if there 

is any correspondence, I shall ask’ His 

_ Bacall whether I may be permitted — 

Des a it « on the ae of the House. 


Pra ; i > 
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eet} 
peat 


for Home and Territories. state whether 
-any charge or fee is: made for the 


his question. — ‘ 


has been issued. in the Common 


‘(REPRESENTATIVES cc mM 


Mr. CONSIDINE — the M 


jhb" @ 

























of passports to persons desirous of] wa 
the Commonwealth ? | SS 


Mr. POYNTON.—A. fee is cianeed 
ad Consipint.— What is the fee Q. 
. POYNTON —As | i am 


the Wecureble “member to ae notiee. 


FEDERAL CAPITAL, 
Mr. J. H. CATTS.—I oa that 





veins his Budget Statement. “Wil 
avail himself of the opportuni fo 


poses es do in: the way of provi is 
ree bi during the ‘current inate ae 


plain ae is ale ie hee the ae fe 
statement is submitted. PS Fe 


| COMMONWEALTH LOAN. i 


statement. ‘regarding ithe new ie: ne 
wealth loan, but since the Prime ee 


Treasurer (Mr. Watt) wads ‘bade aes oy 
pr rant to deal uae that very ere a 


find Bn Tes would think me wea ng 
my duty to it if, instead of maki 
statement to- day—and, after all, it 
only a short one—I were to publish 
the press on Monday next.. iy 
Mr. Tupor— Will the new - Io 


other icenditone from any “othe 





Mi 1920) : 





oe jet itself to ae we ay cyenia 
ike eel statement tv go out when the 





: ie po Tupor.—The - Sebi honorable 
A: gentleman might. state that he proposes 
to issue the loan on a certain date, and 
. intimate the ‘date on which Soe 


Wage Maas easy 


“anxious that the House should not regard 
me as treating it with discourtesy by pub- 
ce -Tishing the statement in the press before 
i i it is made to the House. 

Mr. Fentron.—It is only fair to the 
. ~ Hotse that the statement should first be 
made here. 
; Sir JOSEPH COOK.—If the House 
insists upon it, I -shall make the state- 
ee ment to the House. 


LAUN CHING OF THE BMI DAS 


SS ck MATHEWS.—There .are ‘many 
wild rumours as to the mishap which oc- 
-eurred in connexion with the launching 
of the Commonwealth steamer Hmita at 
Williamstown’ yesterday, and as to the 
damage done. Will the Minister in 
charge of Ship Construction make a state- 


accident, and the extent of the damage, 

and so allay any public fears on the sub- 

ject? 

- Mr. POYNTON.—I am nof in a posi- 

tion: at the present moment to make .a 

: statement. I have asked for a report, 
and may have it later in the day. 


2 


ee. 


i" RESIGNATION QF TREASURER. 


_ Mr. HIGGS. —With reference to the 
proposal to ldy on the table the cable 
- eorrespondence between Mr. Watt and the 
Government, I understand that 
Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Tudor) 
ey and the Leader of the Country party (My. 
: - MeW! illiams) have, with the Prime Min- 


all are satisfied that, as edited, it should 
be published, and that Mr. Wait would 


publication. 
. Mr. MoWrrrtams. ‘eae hear. 









any atessity to publish this corres- 
de nee until Mr. Waitt htas arrived. in 


ment as to the responsibility+ for ‘the 


the 


ister, edited the cortespondence, and that. 
not in any way be mate S$ ahi by: its 


. Sy If the various parties. 


Treasurer. 


“Mr. ; tL. Gis .—How can ‘all ee 


Li satisfied when we know nothing abo 


it? 


Mr. HUGHES. — I cannot deal with ° 
this matter by way of answer to a ques- 
tion, but may I say that I have my rights 
just as have other men? I think it is only 
fair to say that as soon as Mr. Watt re- 
signed it was assumed, as usual, by the 
press of this country, or of this State, at 
any rate, that I was in the wrong. I was 
not only blamed for being the cause of Mr. 
Watt’s resignation, but for not immedi- 
ately accepting it, and for refraining from 
making a statement on the whole matter. 
As honorable membei?’s know, I made a 
statement ‘after consulting my colleagues, 






























-as any sensible man would have done in 


the circumstances, and that statement, to 
put it mildly, upset my critics*more than a 
little.. Of course, they withdrew nothing 
that they. had said about me, but they sug- 
gested that they would wait until Mr. 

Watt came back before they said anything 
more. There the matter would have rested 
but for Mr. Watt himself, who suggested 
the unusual course of laying *the corre- 


spondence between us on the table. ~ It 


I had declined to do this, is it not 
obvious that my refusal would have 
been construed as an admission by me that 
the course suggested by Mr. Watt would 
prove him to be in the right and me in the 
wrong? In the circumstances, therefore, 
T have followed Mr. Watt’s suggestion. 
This House, and the people of the country 
are to act as a jury to try the case, and 
judge who is in the wrong. I have my 
reputation to consider, just as-Mr. Watt 
has his. Mr. Watt has been my colleague, 
and I have never said, and do not 
propose to say, one word against him. 
He- has, however, resigned, ana I must 
show that his resignation was due to no 
act or fault of mine. The honorable 
member for Capricornia (Mr. Higgs) 


said that as the Leader of the Opposition 
“and the Leader of the Country party are 


satisfied, after editing the cables that 
passed between Mr. Watt and the Govern- 


ment, Mr. Watt will be placed at no dis- 
advantage by their publication, we should, 
4 thérefore, not publish them at all. 


But 
the honorable member is under a misap-' 
prehension as to what the position is. All 
that those who edited the ‘cables have done 


“has been to excise those, things that have 


e 
ike 












ae a of 









ly no bearing on. this matter. at au, 
d are matters which, in the public in 
rest, ought not to be. published. They 
ave not attempted to judge tle merits of 
the case. 
resignation of Mr. Watt will be laid on 
the table. [am now appealing as a private 
. -member of the House, and [ say to my 
_ fellow members that they have a right to 
hear me, because I have been assailed. 
Mr. Tupor.—Let the honorable gentle- 
man ask leave to make a statement, _and 
do it now. 


Mr. HUGHES. —-I should not have 


taken the course of tabling the cablegrams , 


if it had not been that Mr. Watt himself 
suggested the adoption of that course. 
Since he has suggested it, then I do what 
he has asked, becausesif 'T did not do so 
it‘*would be said that the cablegrams 
proved Mr. Watt’s case. It seems to me, 
therefore, that I have no option but to 
adopt Mr. Watt’s suggestion. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Perhaps the right 
honorable gentleman had better obtain 
leave to make his statement at this stage. 

Mr. HUGHES (Bendigo—Prime Min- 
ister and Attorney-General) [11.18].— 
. (By leave).—As I have said, the course 
proposed to be followed in connexion with 
this matter is a most unusual one. So 
far as I know, it-is without precedent for 

| atGovernment to table the secret corres- 
_ pondence: that has passed between its 


various members in relation to public ' 


- mattdts.. But then the circumstances are 
- unprecedented, too. Let me remind hon- 
~ orable members for a moment of what the 
position is. It is grave.in the extreme. 
- My late colleague went Home to deal with 
- matters—to quote his own words—‘‘of 
' Hfe and death. The financial circum- 
_ gtances of the Commonwealth at .present 
_ are most embarrassed. I need not dwell 
'-on them for they are well known. 
5 refer honorable members to the 
statements made by ‘the ex-Treasurer 

in Parliament and-outside. He went 


Home because it was considered impos- * 


sible to grapple with the situation from a 
_. distance. A man on the spot was called 
- for, and he, by virtue of his. position, as 
_ Treasurer of the Commonwealth, was by 


A shah man to go to London to deal with 
xt. The most important and pressing 
| abject of the mission related to finance. 
hb addition, there were other matters to 


ae 
a 


{REPRESEN TATIVES. 7 


Everything that relates to. the — 


» teacin at whiek ike ‘qnesige of a 


be made, is shortly to be held. - Australia 


all sections of the House considered the 
: Watt himself that dhe cables th: 


Teasons, OF excuse, if honorable . 







Treasurer. Hi 


onan pen mH ‘iene ‘Amb : a (i 
these were matters sage arise « ont of ri Ae 






























also bee: re- cngan iene! ot ee lg 
Commissioner’s Office: in ‘London th 
question of a trade representation in En 


land and elsewhere, and the Recs: 
immigration. 


After ithe right 


urna pontleaes ; 
cover ore moh Alli 


epics ce 


necessary, to Tavike, the eae Treaty 
Mr.. Watt was pelt. | sole ir iy 


fancnbes 4 ae ‘ 
Dr. Matonry.—And desortet | us. Aig 
Mr. HUGHES.—Yes; to-day we 


neither any representative on ~ 
vitally important Conferences, nor 
representative in London to ‘deal with 
finance. Honorable members can readily 
appreciate what this involves. For ex 
ample, the day before yesterday the t i 
expired when it became necessary to 
a hae sum of money in London. We 


ihdemnity wilk-be raised and impor 
revisions of the Treaty of Vornisae may 


will be without a Pepe to 


hold her vital interests.  °* i | 
In the circumstances, therefore 


resignation of Mr. Watt creates : 
tion very different from that which 
have arisen from his resignation her 
of that of myself, or any of my ¢ok 
mina in Australia; Ifa Minister , 


placed. But ae no’ “effort is” a 
sible for us to place a man 12 000 m 
away in sufficient time to take up : 
threads of the mission with which O 
Watt was intrusted. ‘These consider 


between us should be published, 
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pr fer it, why I take this unprecedented 
__ The cables that passed between Mr. 
_ Watt and myself Were very numerous, 
and; in some cases, very lengthy. The 
whole of the file which the Leader of the 
Opposition (Mr. Tudor) asked yesterday 

‘should: be published was laid before a 
Committee consisting of ,that honorable 
gentleman} the Leader of the Country 
parity (Mr. McWilliams), and myself, 
_ and the cables: were edited. There was no 
difference of opinion between us as to 
‘what shoujd be excised. By. general 
consent certain things were - left out. 
I give athe, House and the coun- 
try the assurance on behalf of my- 
self, the Leader of the Opposition, and 
the Leader of the Country party, that 
_ nothing has been left out the omission of 
whieh could in any way, affeet Mx. Watt 
_ to his disadvantage or ‘prejudice, and 
_ that all things left out have+been omitted 































 monwealth. I think it only proper. to 


_ retary to the Prime Minister’s Depart- 
ment, who has charge of all these files, 


- grams go.and come, and who ciphers and 
- deciphers them, was asked ‘by me in the 
presence of the honorable member for 
_ Franklin (Mr. McWilliams) and the hon- 
- orable member for Yarra (Mr. Tudor) 
whether this was the complete file, and 
he said that, with the exception of two 
telegrams sent by the Department of the 
Treasury, at Mr. Watt’s request, to 
_ supply him with particulars about. finan- 
 eial affairs. in that Department, this was 
a complete file. The cablegrams referred 
to, I understand, were purely depart- 
'» mental, and have. nothing whatever to do 
with the matter with which I am dealing. 
T have not got. them here, and have not 
seen them, but I am prepared to show 
them to the honorable members to: whom 


TJ have referred. 





_ the correspondence: — 


only in the public interests of the Com-3 


_ say further: that Mr. Shepherd, the Sec- 
y and through. whose hands all these tele- 


‘to, yourself and Cabinet. ~ « 


_ task (attempt the task?). 


local. Australian affairs. 





* 









Treasurer. 
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amble, I will, without further: ado, 


‘ 


[Radiogram sent by the Prime Minister 
Mr, Watt, passenger per Konigin Luise, 25ta 
March. 1919.) . ‘ y 
All well. Gratuity Bill being discussed. 

Tariff introduced. Kindest regards. 

f on HUGHES. 

[Telegram received, by the Prime Minister from 
Mr. Watt, Konigin Luise, Perth, dated 26th 
March.}g ee / 
Glad know things going ' well. 

but: so far enjoyable. Feeling better. 

wishes self and colleagues. 


‘Trip, slow, 
Best 


i i Warr. 

[Radio message sent.to Mn, Watt, Komgim 
. Luise, by the Prime. Minister, dated lst 

March. ] . ; 

Cabled High Commissioner to-day approving 
extension to 3lst May of employment Voss, 
Acting Australian Commercial Agent, Paris. 
Glad if you will look, into. matter and, favour 


with your views. 


9 HucHEs. 


[Radio message received by the Prime Minis- 
ter from Mr. Watt, s.s. Konigin Luise, dated 
3lst March. ] } 

Have been expecting a telegram giving news 
of Australia, but (?except).for your telegram 
March 26th nothing reached me. Please im 
struct Shepherd to send me cables sent High 
Commissioner; and also report the* result New 
South Wales elections, also any cables from 
Secretary of State which you have received 
since I left: with reference to Mandate, League 
of Nations, &¢. Everything well with me. 
Hope that same in your case. Kind regards 


an Warr” 


Cay ete 
[Radio message received by: the Prime Minis- 
ter from Mr. Watt, s.s.'Konigin Luise, dated 

Colombo, 9th. April.] 

Urgent. Disappointed that. you have not, 
according to promise and my; last telegram re- 
quest, sent me latest confidential information 
reference Peace Treaty, League of Nations, and 
Mandate, Unless I receive advice as to dé- 
velopments these questions, it will not be pos- 
sible for me to effect anything, and I shall not — 
- Three telegrams 
received from you in over three weeks only 
deal with trade representation France and - 
Regards. 

Warr. 


[Cablegram| sent. by the Prime, Minister to Mr. 
| Watt, sis. Konigin Luise, Suez, on, 15tla 
April.} ‘ Zf 3 
Settlement Barrier strike expected: Wales 
Labour Government formed—Storey, Premier. 
Parliament resumed yesterday. Hughes stated 
Government’s arbitration policy, also intimated — 
would ask House express opihion paying travel- 
ling expenses Ministers. High Court case 
against Wool Committee and Prime Minister, 
Wool Sliping Company, dismissed. Thousand 
persons congregated Parliament House yester- 
day urging 50 per cent. cash war gratuity. 
Hughes refused. . Queensland agreed amalga- 


mate its: Savings Bank with Commonwealth 








ak. Repatriation Bill introduced Represen- 
itives. Gratuity Bill Senate. Mr. Watt's 
amily all well. Mr. Reid’s family all well. 
) | ; HUGHES. 


' [Extract from cablésram sent by the Prime 
- Minister to Mr. Watt, s.s.. Konigin Luise, 
. Suez, on 16th April.] ‘ 
Private. . Your, telegrams. Regret disap- 
s pointing ‘you, but as Shepherd sent you news 
~ cables, and I have had no further Mandate, 
. Treaty, League of Nations telegrams since you 
left, I thought it best leave you é@njoy your 
all-too-short rest in peace. I’ wilt, however, pre- 
pare and send you before arrival in London 
_ telegram setting out position, as I see it, on 
» all these and other matters. Meantime, I hope 
you will not worry, foy you have hard work 
ahead. rhe i 
: ’ HUGHES. 


_ [Radio message received by the Prime Minister 
from’ Mr. Watt, s.s. Konigin Luise, dated 
Aden, 18th April.] 


_ Cannot understand why you have not replied 

to my telegram April 9th. It is essential that, 

I should receive, as you promised, prompt and 

full particulars concerning all communications 

between Imperiat Government and you. Be 

j Sen to inform me whether you intend 
0 this. ‘ 





WATT. 


[Cablegram sent by the Prime Minister to Mr. 
Watt, s.s. Konigin Luise, Suez,’ on 21st 
April.] - yr ies 
Among documents supplied to you by Shep- 

herd when leaving Australia were telegram 

from Secretary of State for the Colonies, Feb- 
 ruary 19th and March 6th, re International 

- Conference to study financial crisis. Before 

departure, you minuted Treasury file to the 

effect that if Conference held’ during your stay 


Britain, you. would:attend on the receipt of 


telegram from me. 


Cable now received from Secretary-General, 
League Nations, through Secretary of State, 


dated April 17th, stating Conference will be’ 


held Brussels about end May. Countries in- 
vited to send delegates include all British 
Dominions. United States also invited to 
send representative or be associated with 
work of Conference. Australia invited send 
not more than three delegates conversant 


public finance and banking, as well as with ’ 


general economic questions. Council of League 
_ will nominate President of Conference and sup- 


ply necessary personnel for Secretariat. Exact — 


date of meeting will be announced by Secretary- 
General. In order to facilitate preparations 


for Conference, Council suggest that Common- - 


wealth Government forward to. Secretary-Gene- 
ral withont delay any suggestions it may de- 
_ sire to submit to Conference for dealing with 

present financial difficulties, together with 
statement showing any action already taken to 
deal with situation. Proposed that general ex- 


-penses in connexion with organization of Con-. 


_ ference be met by League, and expenses and 
oreqiig of delegations by respective Govern- 
ments. ‘ . pene 


_ Am advising League, through Secretary of° 









_ State, that you will be-Commonwealth Govern- 
ment’s sole representative at Conference, Cable 
ui Mr, Hughes. in ee: Tie se 


‘is 


\ me any action you think ‘fit regarding sub m 


regards, best wishes to you and brothe 


~ 


sion to Secretary-General of estions 
ferred to above.’ aaah UBL hs 3 Sa a A 










































[Extract from cablegran? received by t 
- Minister from Mr. Watt, s.s. Koningi 

dated Port Said, 26th April] 

Urgent. Thanks your telegrar is Apri 
21st, received Suez. Will await your teleg 
on Treaty matters. 1 disembark Naple 
Saturday. ‘You had better send it to” 
Commissioner, Lindon. Please tell m 
time if anything new re renewal Anglo: 
ese. Treaty.) 2's) 5 yi A Ge 

Will attend Finance Conference, Brussels 
not think it advisable forward any suggestio 
to Secretary-General, - : Seat aaa? 


4 
. 


Glad to know things going well. Ki 


ters. Se Gai 
[Extract from cablegram sent by , the 
Minister to Mr. Watt, s.s. Konigin Li 
Naples,.on 30th <April’] (3) Sea ee 
Suggest that you take full advantage opp 
tunity see Continent now as in all probabi 
you will not have chance later. Tew , 
delay reaching London should not caus 
serious difficulty, and will give your he 
better chance. ; i A a a 
Am sending eable London for you | advisi 
fully latest position re Brussels Financial 
ference, Mandates, Anglo-Japanese Treat 
opening of reparation question, &e. 


from Mr. Watt, dated Naples, 2md May 
Thanks your ‘telegram 30th April. | Expe 
arrive London llth. Please telegrap 
sult Immigration Conference. All w 
gards to colleagues and yourself. 


[Cablegram sent by tha ride ‘Minit pniee 


y 
u 


of questions relating to— 
(a) Budget and KEHstimates f 
financial year, particula 

' direct and. indirect taxes, le 
capital, loans, recurring and 

- © Yecurring expenditure, and deb 

@ vice, iri Le 4) 
(b) Natignal debt December 3 
and 1919, viz—Domestie f 
‘unfunded, and foreign. © 
(c) Details of foreign trade. 
(d) Statistics re gold and si ; 
circulation of home currency 
and bank notes. > Wen? 
(e) Laws, &c., regulating ope tion 

2 foreign exchange. 

_. Reply prepared by Treasury Depart 
sent nL Sa and Colonial Office hi 
asked to furnish you with copies of ¢ 
changed immediately you arrive Londc 





i i iate“Onty communication oa Britisk 
foes re Mandate since your departure 
is telegram from Secretary of State, March 
18th, received here too late to catch you Fre- 
pares giving text of draft convention relat- 
- to mandate for German New Guinea and 
aaiicent islands, Proposed Provisions of man- 
| date as therein set out are practically same,. 
except in verbiage, as text shown on pages 
aig i ae and.3 of statement prepared for you by 
, . “Shepherd headed ‘* Mandates for former Ger- 
mig "esos Pacific Possessions,’? but the preamble is 
_ eonsiderably. oune Mandate not offi- 
_Gially confirmed, 


On April 30th, I sent brates eable to Lloyd 
George strongly protesting against delay in 
issue .mandate. I pointed out that nearly 
_ twelve months have elapsed since Treaty was 
signed, providing in plain terms, not only for 

‘these mandates, but for conditions under 
which each class to be exercised ; that man- 
dates for South Pacific Islands are specifically 
“mentioned .as being in class over which man- 
_ datory has same power make laws as over 
_ ewn territory, and that it was definitely agreed 
E when this clause in Treaty was being dis- 
te  eussed ‘that Australia was to have mandate 

and have it on these ternis. I added that 
ri Supreme _ Council subsequently conferred this 
_ mandate upon Australia on these terms, and 
_ that attitude of Japan, who alone objects te 
giving effect to provisions of Treaty and com- 
mitments of Supreme Council, was as well 
‘known when Treaty signed as it can be now, 
»* and that Peace. Conference decided against 
’ Japan. ~ [ insisted that Treaty must be given 
- effect to, and urged that mandate be officially 
» given to Australia without » further, delay. 


fy: Anglo- -Japanese Alliance-—Sent cable Secre- 
‘a tae “of State, April 22nd, asking to be in- 
formed whether any negotiations or conver- 
sations had taken place” re modification, ter- 
mination, or extension of alliance, and stating 
Commonwealth Government “desires opportu- 
mity diseussing alliance, not only as if may 
affect questions now’ pending between Aus- 
tralia and Japan, but also as affecting general 
_ situation in Far East.and, in particular, its 
- bearing upon racial equality amendment of 
covenant, No reply yet. received. 


: Reparation . and Indemnity Question. —I seus 
personal telegram to Lloyd George, April 29th, 

stating it was reported in press that San Remo 
Conference of Allied Prime Ministers had de- 
ided re-open reparation question and contem- 
lated reducing amount Germany has to pay 
‘under “Treaty (a) by May, 1921, (6) subse- 
y aenilys, I stated I did not know what truth. 
_ there was in these reports but wished, on be- 
“half. of Commonwealth, to protest most em- 


ae 
ue 








































phatically | against any amendments of Treaty 
either affecting reparation or other important 
clauses, unless as result of duly summoned 
Conference at which Australia represented and 
shat, in any case, Commonwealth could not 
agree to any reduction of amount of indemnity, 
agreed upon in Versailles Treaty, this apply- 
ing both to Germany’s i eae by wey. 1921, 
and ‘subsequently. * 











Mf f I ‘emphasized. that it was not. competent or . 


ii 


Nee _ Prep er, for aed Conference of Erie eee 





e 


‘monwealth 


of Groat Powers to modify major term 
‘solemn Treaty agreed upon and signed by 
Powers at Versailles and subsequently ratifi 
by Parliaments of signatories and that thi 
applied whether decisions of such Conference’ 
subsequently submitted to other signatories of — 
Versailles Treaty for approval or not. 


I reminded Lloyd George that in the case of 
‘the Conference preceding Armistice in . 1918 
_Dominions were notified and asked to approve 
what was done, when neither disapproval nor 
protest of any avail, and I expressed the 
opinion that unless Versailles Treaty to be a 
scrap of paper it could only be modified as 
provided for in Treaty itself or by same repre- 
sentative Conference that made the Treaty. 

Hucms. 


[oaiseren ae by the Prime Minister to. Mr. 
Watt, London, on 9th May, 1920.] 


Congratulations safe arrival. Hope both 
well. Please do not see’ Chancellor or Secre- 
tary of State for Colonies re finance or wool 
until receipt cable from me. Have been ‘very 
unwell. ~ 


HuGHES. 


[Extract from eablesram sent by the Prime 
Minister to Mr. Watt, London, on 11th May, 
1920.] 


Personal and’ Secret.—Finance: Weokes 
Mature reflection on financial position only 
eonfirm conclusion we both arrived at before 
your:departure. Wool’is key to solution. Very 
much, depends upon way in which matter is put 
to British authorities. Am convinced that 
way we agreed upon is one to follow. Position 
is that Commonwealth Government owes Bri- 
‘tish Government for war expenditure, say, 
£40,000,000. Britain is strongly pressing for 
payment of 83 million pounds at once, and for. 
assurances re balance. ‘That is one side. Now 
for the other: British Government owes Com- 
Government—not. owes  wool- 
growers, mark, but owes Commonwealth Go: 
vernment—half profits all civilian wool. 
What this amounts to we cannot astertain, 
although we have pressed for information re- _ 
peatedly, but in my opinion our Share is not 
less than £40,000,000. 


The position being thus stated suggests 
courses to be followed, and I know no one so 
well fitted to do so with complete success as 
you. You are Treasurer: You come home 
naturally very anxious to adjust our financial 
relations and being quite unable to under- 
stand reaSons for Chanceller’s attitude. You 
eannot understand why British authorities 
have not long ago adjusted accounts. While 
admitting complexity and magnitude wool 
transactions, you. cannot accept explanation 
that it has been impossible to pay over to us 
what is ours or even to present statement of 
accounts. And as a step precedent to all dis- 
cussion upon finance, settlement of our half 
profits on wool: must be made. 


Honorable members will nde that 
the above is what I am suggesting that 
Mr. ‘Watt should say. Now I proceed 


‘Nha : rv) 
rape ye AR 








So 5, on MO 


ool men in Sydney:— ' 

As upon the satisfactory ie of the new 
wool clip depends to a very large extent our 
immediate future financial resources, and 


anticipating the failure of the Wool Commit- 
tee’s scheme, I called a ‘conference of leading 
wen in Sydney last week, and put before them, 
-gome facts relating to finance--Commonwealth 


and private—and the sale of the. next clip. It 


was a small, but most representative, gather-, 


_ img. I put two schemes before them—one deal- 
- ing with finance, the other relating to sale, of 


Rew clip. 


I told them in strictest confidence 


of the purport of your mission, upon the suc- 
- eess of which I ‘said financial position of Com- 


_ monwealth depended. 
- Commonwealth must have money. I explained ~' 


I told them that the 


effect the huge excess of exports\over imports 


must inevitably have upon Australian business. 


Of course, British Government is not in any 
way concerned with all this. Under the agree- 


ment, Britain must divide profits with Com- 


& 


mionwealth Government. What the Common- 


wealth does with these profits is between the 


growers and the Commonwealth Government, 


and has nothing at all to do with Britain. The 


great thing is for us to get them at once. 


That is your job. 
Following is outline of my proposals laid 
Joefore meeting of wool-growers in Sydney :— 
“Wow great the accumulation of <Aus- 
tralian money in England is, and is likely 


as to be during next twelve months, can be 


aes pe yin ttn 


_gathered from the following’ figures: — 
Estimated amount of money 
now lying in London on 
) <Australian account at 
short call at 
_* Excess of exports over im- 
| ports for twelve months 
ending June 30th, 1921, 
at present rate.. * 
Australia’s share of profits 
» to accrue in London on 
wool to be sold (and here 
,I make only a very rough 
guess) say 


65,887,000 


30,000,000 


al interrupt this statement of my pro- 
_posals to the meeting in Sydney to em- 


 phasize that I, underestimated that. last- 


‘ berately in order to avoid. exaggeration. 


mentioned total by £10,000;,000 deli- 


. My outlined proposition proceeds— 


Increased value of Austra-. . 
lian wool «clip for season »s 


bi 1920-1921 compared with 


present fe tar basis of 
value Bs 





Total .. £175,887,000 


Of this, there may be, say, £40,000;000 to 


be paid in England for imterest on loan 


- money, public and private. , 
It thus appears that the accumulation 
of money in London by June, 1921, will 
have amounted to £135,000, 000 over the 


Mr. Hughes. 


tell Mr, Watt of my conference vith 


Bis some £40,0003000. 


that ‘a svat i fully Bein be © : . 
thing that took place. 
addressing the Conference, a 


‘the British, Government. 


£40,000,000 - 


jpend ‘sales in London while ap Ry 


to growers of their share of profit 


40,000,000 


trouble will soon pass away, 


of £30,000,000 payable to it 
No other suebon has before it~ 


amount of exchange to ‘be provided by fae 2100) likely to. get for new Aisi a li 


| ports of the same volume as at present. 









te ‘is pe ee ‘thwt: a 
that, side by side. with th 
private account, there is a: 
to the British Government by t 
monwealth Government which has not been 
funded, or in any way acon li for, aye 























































Tf Australian wool can be pence ; 
in Australia, it will force agen 


sufficient buying power is centred 
‘tralia to lift 1920-1921 clip at_ 
world’s parity ruling in London. 
Further Government interference m 
course of ‘business is undesirable. ais 
I want to help and not to interfere. 


Andd* continu 
as follows :— 


I desire to suggest for your considera on 
a scheme which calls merely for a ‘Tittle 
co-operation between ‘growers and oth 
interested, ‘and for some negotiations with — 
These . ‘negotia- 

tions I. am prepared to undertake if re- 

quired, as I feel sure that the action 
templated will be in the best interest 
only of Australian ‘wool-growers, b 
Australia generally. ‘This ‘scheme. “calls ' 
no further legislative nor administrati 
action by the Government. ‘The present 
Proclamations with ‘regard to the cexport | 
of wool would simply remain in force unti 
‘November Ist ‘next. The rest of the scheme 
depends merely upon agreement betw: 
growers and Australian brokers to dk 
opening ‘sales’ in Australia for some sD 
‘weeks or ‘so, and ‘negotiation ‘with the 
British Government to induce it +o’ Mi 


is being sold in Australia, 


iatis ase raise wat least - "#400 

This money must be raised. 
In the scheme suggested, I have. prow 

machinery both for this 4nd for spa: 


Australia in the only way that eems 
me to.be a practicable one. — 
In saccepting Australian. bonds. 
share of -profits, wool-growers will 
making any real sacrifice. I fully 
ciate that many graziers are ha 
time with. drought, and they hi 
deepest ‘sympathy. I sincerely | 


that, apart from the drought, » 


are in unique position. No oth 
of community will have anythi 


of realizing during next year | 
tion of amount that wool-er 


handled Lis bata: 


aed 






beer: Sa OE ‘as a hae do 
tarily, they will not be called upon 
to do again in connexion with any call 
' that may have to. be made in same direc- 
om upon® general community. - 


order to refresh your memory, I refer 
you to original telegrams from - Rta of 
fate for the_ Colonies, 14th, November, 1916, 
hich ‘ preceded wool agreement, and upon 
vhich agreement is founded. You will ob- 
serve from that telegram, copy of which you 
have with you, that “agreement ywas-—— 


(ay Result. of negotiations by me when in 
Britain | i 1916 (see third Sin 
graph); 
a” that half see are between the two 
| Governments (see third last para- 
eh | “ue graph),. viz.:—“In the event of 
+ profit being realized from tHe sale 
LR Ler any surplus which might remain 
~\ over after military requirements of 
«7 aR British and Allied Armies have been 
satisfied, His Majesty’s Government 
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the Governments” of Australia and 
New Zealand.” - 


Hope you: are quite well. 


a -T am’ still ee 
unwell. 





‘HueHes, 


seh CHtbant from cablegram sent by the pene 
‘Minister’s Department to the High Commis- 
sioner for Australia, London (for. Mr. Watt’s 
ea inforniation) | on 12th May, 1920. ] 


Ballot wool control resulted rejection scheme. 
Favour 74.88 per cent.; against 25.12. Wool 
Council consider total votes polled not warrant 
proceed scheme. Prime Minister has submitted 
“new scheme disposal next year’s clip. 
























velopment. 


“{Cablegram received | by hae Prime Minister 
. from Mr. Wait, dated Hreeons 12th May, 
. “Thanks your. telecram 9th “May. . All well 
> here. © Regret learn. your indisposition. Hope 
wat. you Shave now’tecovered, Cordial regards you 
_ and all Ministers. Can wait two or three days 
‘before seeing Secretary. of State for +the 
_ Colonies and Chancellor, but oi will be very 


WATT. 


leer received: by ‘the Prime Minister 
: , Watt, dated hence, I3th May, 


s Have just received | vO personal 
‘gram of the 11th May. 
emes outlined will huve my early con: 


w or Friday.’ Meantime I must say I 
ynished that you should have expounded 
a scheme to outsiders, portion. of which vitally 

ot mission, without prior consultation 


, dated ith May,” outlining 
eme) which, it says, has caused con- 
fi in woe 1 circles, si this publicity ‘s 
_ You must see 


/ 


nyt? 


that: it is impossible run. business on th 


that could be’ desired. All well. 


contract and is ready now as ever to agree to. 


would propose, after: payment of all - 
expenses, to share such profit with. 


That is*my précis of the cable from the 


That j is telling Mr. Watt Fc of this de- 


tion, ‘and I shall advise you my views to- 


Times to-day publishes telegram from ~ 
whole 


that, both in form and substance, 
My cable sent to, him was identical with that i 








lines, _ 
Hope you are hetter, 





My reception here all’ : 


WATT. 


[Extract froin: cablegram sent by the Prime 
Minister to Mr. Watt, London, on 14th May, 
1920.] 

, Wool. Secretary of State for Glonibe in 

telegram dated llth May, in reply to mine 

19th March, copy of which-you have, states 

British Government hopes. shortly after your 

arrival satisfy you that, it has no respect 

departed from stipulations of wool purehase 









any arrangements proposed by us within termg 
of contract which can be shown to be prae- 
tically possible. Secretary of State adds that 
it is not true that British Government has up 
to presenti had immediate use large. profits on 
sales woo] since Armistice, and says no cash 
surpluses had f&ecrued up to two months ago. 
Minister of Munitions, he says, is ready to dis- 
cuss with you time and manner of placing at 
our disposal proportion of share of such cash _ 
surpluses as now. are beginning to result, from 
sales wool. 


Secretary of State. 
ig e 
Phis, of course; is not correct. I do not. 


want.amy more trouble, but we must have the 
money, and at once. 


My comment on it 


HucueEs. 


[Cablegram received by the Prime Minister 
from Mr. Watt, London, 16th May, 1920.] 
Secret. In conversation with Secretary of 

State for Colonies yesterday, he politely intro- 

duced fact that he had not been officially ad- 

vised that I would represent Australia in 

Imperial, Cabinet. I have’ no complaint about — 

the nature or smarner of suggestion, but would — 

be well if you would send me at once telegram 
that I can show him giving me Australian 

Government’s full authority to sit in Imperial 

Cabinet. All well. 

Warr. 

| I now come to two cablegramis—-one ta 

Mr. Watt and the other, to the Secretary 

of State. Mr. Watt has made the complaint 

that the eable sent to him differed in form 
and substance from that whick I for- 
warded to the Secretary of State. I do 
not think I am justified in laying the 
official cable to the Seeretary of State on 
the table, but I may inform honorable 
members ‘that the honorable member for 

Yarra (Mr. Tudor) and the honorable 

‘member for Franklin (Mr. McWilliams) — 

have seen the two cablegrams: They, as — 

well as all my colleagues in the Cabinet, — 
have compared them, and I think I am 
authorized to say, on their behalf, that 

Mr. Watt’s complaint is unfounded, prank 

the 





sent to the Secretary of State, AL 
though I do not propose to lay the official 





table of the House, I shall be very glad to 
show it to honorable members privately. 
‘There is no reason why I should not do 
so, but, being an official cable to the Sec- 
retary of State, and marked 
“secret,” I cannot ‘lay it on the table with- 
out his permigsion. It contains nothing 
that is not in the cable which I shall read. 
I give honorable members my assurance 
on this point, but, if they so desire, they 
‘may confirm my statement by perusing 
the official cable. The two messages 
were sent on the same day— 
fCablegram sent by the Prime Minister to Mr. 
Watt, London, dated 20th May, 1920.] 
Secret. Wool Scheme. Your telegram 13th 
May re mine llth May. First suggestion of 
scheme came from section of wool trade while 
you were on the water. I worked yp whole 


thing, and subsequently, as already’ advised, 


you, placed complete scheme pha Lk before 
conference of leading men in ydney on 27th 
April. You will recognise that, in the circum- 
stances, it was impossible for me to have ad- 
vised you earlier than I did, an® but for the 
‘premature publication of scheme, the em- 
barrassment of which you complain would not 
have resulted. — 
Wool-growers having summoned special con- 
ference to consider proposals, met me to-day in 
-erder to convey thcir views. After lengthy dis- 
eussion, they adopted my proposals in regard 
to new clip, and authorized me to conduct 
negotiations with the British Government ac- 
eordingly. I have, therefore, despatched to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies the follow- 
ing se aR 
“4 Wool... Sale of .1920-21 clip. Con- 
ference of growers, after most careful con- 
sideration of. whole question, have adopted 
following proposals for marketing new 
elip, and have fsked me to. request the 
eo-operation of British Government in 
erder to give effect to them:— 

(1) No export of new 1920-21 clip from 
Australia prior to 1st October, 
1920. 

(2) No auction sales of Australian wool 
in London after 30th September, 
1920, until Ist May, 1921. 

(3) Earliest notification of this to be 
given, so that buyers will know 
that Australian wool will be pro- 
curable only in Australia between 
the dates mentioned. 

ae (4) No auction sales of: wool to be held 
a in Australia until lst October néxt. 
i iy From this date on, Australian 
Toy eae wool-brokers would auction 1920- 
eee . 21 clip on owners’ account and 
: proceed with the auctions without 
a) interruption up to Ist May, 1921, 
from which date onwards normal 
conditions could prevail, viz., Bri- 


tish Government would resume 


Mr. H ughes. 





-eablegram to the Secretary of State on the 
“* most. 


“proposals and urge ior thatthe scheme) to vas 3. 


‘anxious 


consulting the homie ea sAigph « 


welling, its aut var! wool, and 
tions could be held | ‘concurrentl ae 
in Australia of any. small quantity 
that might then be left of e 
1920-21 clip. . 

I shall be glad to have assurance tha 
His Majesty’s Government will so arrange 
matters as to. give effect, to above. proposals 

. by suspending sales in Britain — from Is 
October, 1920, until lst. May, 1921. 
Matter is, of course, one of gre iigeney, if 
and>a very early reply is requested.” ik 


Referring jo Mr. Watt, I stated— a 
I shall be glad if you will ‘strongly suppo 





































pend its sales, in order tha 
given effect to. 

For your own ‘information, ae may say Con- ‘ 
ference was ‘most representative one, and com: ; 
posed of representatives of all States’ of Com- 
monwealth, and it was practically eas, 
in its support of the scheme. _ hols 

I have also informed Secretary _ of State. that 
specially summoned joint conference of Aus- 
tralian Wool-growers Council and National 
Council of Wool Selling Brokers of Australia 
yesterday requested me to urge that a definite 
statement be made without delay as to the 
amount due to Commonwealth on behalf of 
the growers, in connexion with profits on wool 
sold for civilian purposes to date, and that 
this should be paid forthwith. 2 


ithe scheme may ea 


Watt, 21st Ms font . 

Lloyd George has sent me cable, Casa 
retary of State, dated 12th May, 
British Government have been a 
question of representation of Dominion in- 
terests in connexion with forthcoming rect) 
with German Government at Spa, which i 
now expected to take place towards end June >. 
Primary purpose of Conference is to. asl 
Germans for explanation of past infractions of 
Treaty, and make arrangements for its future, 
At the same time, a serious attempt will be. 
made to fix Germany’s liabilities under — on : 
head of reparation. 
tain to raise other questions, such as faites ot 
in military strength allowed by Peace aly 
Lloyd George states British Government very 
that, if possible, Governments of 
Dominions should appoint some Pientpotmtiany 
to attend meetings of a British Empire delega 
tion to discuss these questions. British Go 
vernment does not see any other way in whi 
effective consultation can take place except to 
make use of the same machinery which existe ie 
during the war and Peace Conference, - and , 
which’ it was decided at one of later meetin y 
of the Imperial War Cabinet to maintain iin ex: Pag X 
istence in case Dominions hihi te a 7 : 
themselves of it. Wy Mi 


May I interpolate here flint, ie is” a Wee 
reply to my earlier cable to the P Prime ite 
Minister of Great Britain, protesting rf 
most emphatically against any alteration 
in the Treaty except by the same method it 
as that by which it was made, namely, DS ane 


en 
















Reb | 









ig 


_  cablegram Mr. Lloyd George suggests a 
way by which the Dominions shall be con- 
sulted. My cablegram to Mr: Watt con- 
tinued— oe 

_ It is clearly impossible, Lloyd George: con- 

tends, for the Allied Governments to refer all 

_ their decisions for confirmation of all signa- 

tories of Peace Treaty before they can come 

‘into effect, and in present unsettled and dis- 

_ tressed state of Europe, delay in arriving at 

_ conclusions would #bring about chaos. In 

opinion, of British Government, therefore, only 

-. practical method is to reconstitute in: some 

form British Empire delegation and that 

Dominiens should accredit plenipotentiary in 

London to represent their views and watch 

over their interests during discussions. 

Lloyd George asks whether I agree to this 
~ gourse, and adds that this should present no 

_ difficulty in view of your presence in England. 
I am informing him that I agree, and that 
you will be Australia’s plenipotentiary. 

Please obtain from Secretary of State full 
- copy of Lloyd George’s telegram. 

_ . Do not agree to any amendment of Treaty 

affecting Australia, either indemnity, islands, 









economic or financial clauses, without consult- 


ing, me. 
es oe, ea y HUGHES. 
[Cablegram sent by the Prime Minister to Mr. 
; Watt, London, 21st May, 1920.] 
Your telegram May 16th. Have to-day sent 
Secretary of State for the Colonies telegram 
stating that during your stay England you 
will act. as representative of Commonwealth 
_ Government on Imperial Cabinet. 
Bee eat ian ‘ : HUGHES. 
_ [Cablegram received by the Prime Minister 
from Mr. Watt, dated London, 21st May, 
WOE AMG 8 to'e UR BR an 
~ . With reference to telegram May 15th from 
Secretary State for Colonies to Governor- 
General re Brussels Conference, I am in com- 
munication with Secretary of State in regard 
to matter raised, and I will supply him with 
the information asked for. . | 
a Urs Warr. 


Minister 









iu [Cablegram received by. the Prime 


from Mr. W. A. Waitt, dated London, 21st 


May, 1920.) — 

oy Secret. Prime Minister unwell—— 

_ That is the British Prime Minister— 
absent from London. Tape to see him next 

.- week. Have seen many other Ministers, includ- 
ing Chamberlain, Milner,’ and ,Inverforth. 
Reception quite satisfactory everywhere. — 
Re wool. Have been waiting reply my tele- 
gram, and have therefore not attempted answer 
_. yours re new. scheme 
_ I wish honorable members to notice that 
. point, because my cables re wool had 
~ reached them long before that— 

That part of scheme which deals with next 
clip only interesting to Government authori- 
_ ties here in so far as it proposes pcstponement 
of sales old stock ¥or portion of 1921. I see 
difficulty in long postponement you suggest, 
but believe from conversations with Inverforth 
and Goldfinch that we will be able to make 
: Can pursue this 





















“ 


* 


oe (2 Juny; 1920; ); 7 





- negotiations. 











Whether your-new scheme adopted or not BY 


see no real objection in the Commonwealth W 
using whole or portion interim dividend and W 


paying Australian. growers in the special bonds 
if you can persuade growers. Such bonds 
would necessarily be non-negotiable for certain 
period, otherwise war gratuity holders would 
object. Wine 

Have had long, interesting conversation In- 
verforth, Goldfinch. Observed some irritation 
arising out of your recent remarks, which I 
succeeded in allaying. 

Following are figures of profits tentatively 
given by Goldfinch. You must treat them as 
strictly confidential for the present. 
mised this. 


Here followed the figures, which are strictly 
confidential : ye 


We agreed, in the public interest, that we 
were not at liberty to disclose the figures, 
because they had been given as confiden-’ 
tial— \ , 

Generally I am well satisfied with result 
Are yout 





WATT. 


[Extract from cablegram received by the 
Prime Minister from Mr. Watt, dated Lon- 
don, 21st May, 1920.] 

Re Governor-General. Secretary of State 
has. asked me to discuss question successor 
with him next week. What views do you wish 
expressed ? 

’ WATT. 

[Extract from cablegram received by the Prime 
Minister from Mr, Watt, dated London, 2Ist 
May, 1920.] . : 
Re Brussels Conference. Date not yet fixed; 

expect open about middle June. : 


WATT, 


[Extract from cablegram received by the Prime 
Minister from Mr. Watt, dated London, 2ist 
May, 1920.]_. / 

Following for Cook. Re finance. Have dis- 
cussed situation with Chancellor of Exchequer, 
Nivison, and bankers. 

I succeed. getting eight and three- 
quarter millions from wool July Ist, I hope 
persuade Chamberlain to accept half of ‘that 
sum in lieu of eight and three-quarter millions 
he is pressing for. -That would leave* nearly 
four and a half millions for temporary use by 
Treasury, and would carry us on for one and 
a half months., Of course,,whether I adopt 
some such expedient, or actually raise money 
on the market here, our great difficulty is to 
shift the money from London to Australia. Am — 
specially considering this problem, and hope _ 
to acquaint you with my proposals next week. 

»Hope you are better. Regards to all. All ~ 


well, 
| : WATE 4G ae 
That is a very important cable. It shows, © 


along with the other cables, that the ex- _ 
Treasurer was quite in favour of bonds, _ 


/ 


that he was not opposed to the new scheme 


for selling the wool clip, that he thought, — 
although we could not get all we asked 
for, he could come to some reasonable — 
arrangement, and that he intended to take _ 
£8,750,000, paying, £4,500,000 to the — 


I’ pro- 





habantine of the atheanen in ae ny 

ment of the debt we owe, while oe 
' the remainder for us. Then he re- 
| eognised the great difficulty of getting the 

money from London to Australia, and 

that, as I said in that long statement I: 
made, is one of the great problems that’ 
confronts us: - *. 


[Extract from cablegram sent be the Prime 
~~ Minister’s Department to Mr. Wait, (25th 

May, 1920.) . 

“Growers and brokers accepted. Prime ce 
ter’ s plan contro] and gale wool. 

Growers and exporters meat contemred Prime 
| Minister ‘Thursday re meat contract. 
‘SHEPHERD. 


Now we come to the cables that led up to 
the ex-Treasurer’s resignation— 


oleae received by the Prime Minister 
from Mr. Watt, dated London, 27th May, 

ROOD | a! 

Urgent. I have seceivea your telegram dated 
May 20th re wool, and May 2ist re Spa Con- 
ference. 

The wool telegram surprised me beyond 
measure, and has made my position here quite 
impossible. Let me refresh ~your mind by re- 
cital of essential facts. 

I undertook this mission very reluctantly, 
and only I response to strong pressure ‘of 
unanimous Cabinet. Its. objectives were an-__ 
nounced by you in Parliament, and included, ~ 
inter alia, the whole problem of. past wool 
sales, profits, and dividends. On solution this 
problem, as your own telegrams declare, de- 
pends the satisfactory arrangement of our huge » 

-.and pressing financial difficulties, White I was 
on. the water you discussed this and intimately 
related and important questions of finance with 
number of men outside Government, ‘and de- 
veloped scheme without my knowledge 
Hmbarrassment of such procedure is obvious, 
‘and. this was intensified by premature  dis- 
elosure in Australian and British press. Al- 
- though dt was aware that my influence here 
was distinctly prejudiced by such methods, and 
/ press controversy that supervened, I pushed on 
with my investigations and negotiations, as 
indicated in my telegram May Dist, and had 
» made considerable headway. Then ‘foHowed 
your telegram of May 20th, which reached me 
~ after despateh of mine of May 2lst. In former 
‘you. give. what purports to be your telegram 
_ to Secretary of State, formally outlining your 
“new wool scheme. Im passing let me-say that 
telegram received by Secretary of State, copy » 
of which had been handed to me, was not 
the same in form or manner of presentation. as 
/ your advices indicate 


"That point has been quite definitely 
_ Settled by the honorable members who 
acted: ‘with me on the Committee Shue alt ( 
my colleagues— Neg 
“When latter was forwarded ue Secretary of 
| Btate ‘to Minister of Munitions, L. reeeived . 
from him the polite but clear intimation that 
British Wool Administration could not conduet 
disoussion with me in person and with you 
by wire. That situation was ineviteble, and 
ought to have heen. foreseen. and prevented, 


Mr. Hughes, Ravn 


































--wires and his replies of last week 


representation of ‘Australia in the, na : 
Cabinet until. I wired fom it, gece: : 


'good work here, you must, ‘leave mati 


prepared to do this, kindly say so at oni 





































os reflette. huaaene yen 
the door in my face, and I shall 
sent conditions attempt to re 

In passing to other matters 
that had I imagined that yo 
to complicate my task by frami 
and Cs without reference to 
never have*left Australia, 

Now re Governor-General. I wa 
most invidious position yesterday. 
cated in my telegram of May 2st, Seer 
of State’ thought it. advisable to. discuss 


for his ‘puna in penuncis considering,. 
Be completely surprised me by. readl 


I was: entirely ignorant. In this co inexio 
direct your‘ attention to_ my, adem re 
18th. 


Such happenings 
nade 


tralia’s spe dette in gene 
preliminary to approaching Spa C 
but your concluding paragraph sho 
not propose . that 1: should act as — 
tentiary, but merely as channel o 
cation between British: Ministers an 
As I read Lloyd George’s telegram, } 
prompt decisions on vital issues, and - 
be incongruous for me to wear the 
plenipotentiary and the mind OF a 
messenger. 


sortendl mee I am determined ‘that ; 
longer continue. I have therefore Rating: t 
proceed no further with worl of miss it 
my position is defined. If you aN ae 
fided ‘to my ¢are entirely in my. ha 
trust my judgment as to whether tT ‘sh 
sult you or decide them here 

You must also request Secretary 
send me copies of all ¢able “c 
both wavs about other matters. 


I will take course T ‘think’, _ necessary 
PEP Pe: 

Ae I Mt 
[Extract from ‘cablegram sent by 

Ministey, to Mr. Watt, 28th Me 

Finance Conferende, Brussels.” 
gram 2ist May. I am’ formally adv ng 
retary of State’ that you will furnish ee 
ti 


lowing — aos 


[Extract from ‘cablewra 
ey to MP, wei 
L920. Ts 
Most, cate 

delay in) replying ihe d is due ‘tot 

Conference and ek ot) 








_ Re wool. is baaate of our lett ahabd: teilies 
We with my own, estimate, but Iam inclined to 
mY, #hink if market ‘does, not. break we should ac 
se even - bett Quite understand Inverforth’s 
and © Goldfinch’s attitude. Until questiorw got 
: into press and you were on spot to insist upon 
' payment they would’do nothing; now tley Pro- 
§ willingness to meet us. 
te. new clip arrangements. 
amy wire which crossed yours that growars have 
. adopted it. Please support strongly. 
Re financial side half profits. at postoenedl 
i: further consideration this until we know defi- 
~ nitely what Australia’s share was. As soon a> 
you are in position to give me this infornistion, 
I will call growers together. and ondeavour 
arrange for them to accept our bonds. Wicst 
ae i gree that no hint be given press «t either 
end before I meet growers to _‘liscuss this 
+ point. As to carry-over, I think Director’s esti- 
mate exaggerated. Quite agree <vhat, sul -ect 
_ ‘to growers’ acceptance of 
- megotiations satisfactory. 

Re Brussels Conference. 
. May 28th. 
ei eg Spa zonference. I have already acalt 

| with ‘thig. lease do not forget ‘that ‘1) we 
. have entices indemnity pea next May, 
and must have money, and (2) re ships, that 
(beads ‘Versailles Conference I claimed 300,000 
tons; which is about twice asymuch as tonnage 
_ of twenty-two enemy ships we already have. 
th Stand fast on this. 

So ihe Governor-General. 









sa 





Please see my tele- 















I suggest you leave 


direct with me. I shall, of course, keep you 
fully posted on negotiations. 

Re finance. Cook has your telegram, and 
will: fiurnish reply. I have. also noted it very 
carefully. I quite agree with you we must have 
money,’ but if we can come to a satisfactory 
arrangement with wool-growers, our position 
_ ought to be materially improved. Please keeps . 
- me posted up to date. The necessity for your 
visit. to London is more than ever obvious, _ 
Gfeene laid up these last three weeks; will 
mot be available for another month. 
also ill for some time. a a little better, but 
Li pe@benb. 
eo om sere doing splendidly. 
fine from; age =e aR eanal 








Kindest regards 
 Huenzs. 


| No ‘OW a come to the reply which I sent to 
the: ex-Treasurer’ s cay: on the 2nd June, 
1920— 


ae ‘Secret. “Your ae 27th May. Special 
Cabinet called to consider: all members pre- 
sent except Greene, who is ill. I read your 
‘telegram 
. had passed between us since yoyr departure. 
_ The whole position was pant most -care- 
_ fully and discussed at great. length. Your col- 
eagues are unanimous in being’ unable to 
understand ‘your point of view, and all regret 
‘hae tone. of your cable. Personally, I was 
ost s iously disturbed by it, and I *hink 
review of the 
he facts you will see that I have 
“Tam perhaps better able to 





















i 
—London+*-charged with a high and 
cancdiuaa and I Bat myself in your 


olaie: and so, while I do et think your cable Nt 


You will see by - 


bonds, results Vi remote” 


is matter for Secretary of State to discuss. 


Groom — 


, as well as all other tee that |! 


than . other members of the Cabinet 
ighly-strung men, like yok and I 
n the most difficult environment in. 





“YR 


was justified, I can nevertheless understand it. WW 
Let me, however, deal with the complaints in | 
your cable. You say— 

(a) that you have not received full jn- 
formation on pera relating to your 
Mission ; 

(0) that, owing t® action at this end by 
me, you" mission has been ham- 

Wh pered; 

-(c) that your authority at the Spa Con- 
ference, -while nominally that of .a 
plenipstentiary, is really that of+a 
telegraph messenger ; 

{d) that you were kent in entire ignorance 
ef cables exchanged re appointment 

- of Governor- General: 

(e) that formal notification that you were 
to act as Government representative 
on Imperial Cabinet was not given 
at the proper time; 

_ (f) that you were not supplied with copies 

of all cables. 
These, I think, are the principal complaints. I 
will take them im-order. 

Let me remind you, first of .all, how your 
mission to England originated. As Treasurer, 
you made a most important statement t6 Cabi- 
net dgaling: with finance, and stated that your 
mature opinion was that the position was ‘suck 
that a Minister ought to go oversea forthwith 
to deal with the matter, which could not be 
settled from this end. Your colleagues .en- 
tirely concurrede Yoy suggested Millen should 
go. I thought, as the matter related to finance, 


ands so fell peculiarly within your provinee, 


and you were in every respect best fitted te 
deal with it, that you should go. This you 


-consented to do, at the request of myself and 


your colleagues, who all agreed you were the 
best man to go. 

In your statement on finance made to Cabi- 
net, the question ‘of wool was not mentioned 
by you; it was brought up by me later at the 
same or at a subsequent Cabinet. Being much 
impressed with the gravity of the financial 
position of the Commonwealth as set out by 
you, I ventured the opinion that our half-share 
of the profits was so considerable that, if we 
could obtain it, it would materially help us. 
It was then agreed that you should, when in 
London, not only deal with finance ‘generally, 
but that you. should-also endeavour to get a 
statement of accounts and payment of the half 
profits. Then it was decided you should en- 
deavour to organize immigration. I was to. 
persuade the States at this end to agree, but, 
if this were not possible, then, as I stated at 
Bendigo, Commonwealth would act indepen- 
dently. That wag the third point of your mis- 
sion, ‘Then you were asked to look into and 
re-organize Australia House. You were also 
to press upon the British Government the 
mecessity for immediate confirmiation of the 


Mandate, and to insure payment of the, jin- 


demnity in May, 1921, These were the main 
heads .of your mission. Primarily it was one 
relating to finance: if it ‘had mot been for that 
and your statements in regard to it, no Minis- 
ter would have gone to London. é ae 

You say J have interfered with you and em- ‘ 
barrassed you. ‘Cabinet has looked most care. _ 
fully through all the cables which have passed 
between you and me, and into those between 


* k 








32 Resignation of — 


y 


British authorities and Goer lia: ‘since 
y Berk departure, and has considered my actions: 


ere in all their bearings, » -and, as I have said, 
they do not think your “complaints justified. 

Before dealing with your complaints in de- 
tail, let me remind you that, long before you 
reached London, and before 1 had even thought 
of discussing anything’ with the pastoralists 


here, you sent a telegram fiom Colombo, dated 
_ 9th April, in which you said you were disap- 


pointed: I had not sent. latest confidential. in- 
formation with reference *to Peace Treaty, 
Teague of Nations, and Mandates. You stated 


: that, unless you received advice.as to develop- 


ments these questions, it would not be pos- 
sible for you to effect anything, amd that you 


would not attempt the task. i regarded the 


Pec tone of your cable as an " indication 
hat you had not received some of the tele- 
grams that had been sent, that you were still 
far from well and suffering from strain of 
overwork. As I told you subsequently in my 


wire of 16th April; I had, no further informa- 


tion in regard’ to Mandates, Treaty, and 
League of Nations since you® left, but would 
prepare and send you before arrival in London 
full statement on these and other matters. 
And this I did, as you know. 

Now let. me deal with your complaigts in 
detail, First as to wool. You complain that 
I met the growers and discussed certain mat» 
ters with them while you. were on the water. 
ZT certainly did, and it was imperative that I 
should do so.. Time:was the essence of the 
eontract. I saw them on two matters, neither 
of which permitted of delay. One related to a 
matter outside your. mission entirely—I mean 
the sale of the new clip. That had to be 


» settled at once, for, clearly, delay in a matter* 


that had to be determined in a-few weeks was, 
on the face of it, impossible. You can hardly 
say that this embarrassed your mission in any 
way. The second point I discussed dealt with 
the half profits due to growers, about which 


. they had had no information, and about which 


| you, 


= 


they were much concerned. This had relation 
to your mission, but, so far from embarrassing 
the discussion and subsequent action 
could only have the very opposite effect, be- 


cause, although technically the half share ‘of » 


profits belongs to the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment, we are only trustees for the growers, to 
whom the money belongs and to whom, in de- 
fault: of an agreement, it must be handed over. 
As your mission to London was primarily to 
raise money which would be available for the 
Commonwealth to pay Commonwealth debts, 


it would not help us in any way if the half 
share of the profits were paid to the growers 


and retained by them. And, of course, de- 


liberately withholding :the money from the > 
growers by compulsion was out of the question. 


There was, and is, no way of obtaining it ex- 
eept by arrangement with the growers. All 


this needs no argument. If you got the whole 


of the 40 millions which we estimated is due 
to the growers in London to-morrow, how 
would it help the Commonwealth if we had to 
hand it over immediately to the growers? The 
eonsent of the grower to such an arrangement 


which would enable the Commonwealth to have: 


the use of that money in London was essential 
to the success of your mission. 


Mr. adnate é 5 


_ [REPRESENTATIVES] sige Treasurer : 


‘crevolinninite had ts he sabia 


of a section of the indus¢ry Linen © 8 


~your way to and in London. 


“you recognise that is outside your missior 
‘though T 


» Inverferth and: Company - is not the cabl 


sequently from» Secretary of Chat He 


You could | 
not negotiate with the petted. who was here, 















































on here, 
I did. I remind you I did it onthe su, oo 0 


for that. ao 
‘As I told you, the pantaratine ‘have agr 
to my proposals re the sale of the clip, and 
hope and believe they will agree he bonds, — 
thus leaving you able to adjust Commonwealth 
finances with the Chancellor. You spe: about 
obtaining the 8} millions, paying “43. mil 
Chan¢ellor, and making balance - ‘avai 
our Treasury. May I*remind you that, 
out growers’ consent, you cannot retain a 
thing of this 83 millions? 
Now I come toe another point. ‘Toul 
have been communicating with the Br is. 
authorities by wire, in regard to paymen . 
half’ profits and wool clip, while you wer 
That is qu 
true. As to my telegrams re sale of next 
asked you’ before, and do so a 
now, to support it with British Governme 
As to wires re payment. of half profits, Lg 
those while you were en route, in order to 
pare the way for you. I am sorry if. 
think I ought to have left you without 
stipport trom this end in a matter. which con- 
ecrus us so vitally, but I think you will. find, 
quite apart from this, the real objection fro} 


ioe sept, hut the press reports, which © 

obtained suck wide publicity, of the debat 
in Hcuse. of Representatives on motion of ad 
journment by Rodgers, and a grossly inaccu- 
rate statement in the press by Inverforth h 
self, to which I;was compelled to reply. 
ever, I quite see your point and shall no 
any ‘further wires in reference to Payee 
half. profits except to you. 

You say, further, that I ought. not to 
entered into any ‘negotiations with gro 
while you were on the water. ;I do not 
with you. Let me remind you what — 
while-I was on the water. While I, as" 
Minister. of: the, Commonwealth, accompanies 
by. Minister | for Navy, was on my wa 
England, you entered into negotiations : 
British Government for an extensior of 
contract and sold the wool for the wa 
one year thereafter. Not only did yo 
consult me, byt you did not even notify 
when you had completed the negotiation: 
learned of it only through the press, and sub 


for that. 
I would ‘remind honorable 


agreed to Rwels the pubic for 
than the period of the war. 
not even notified of the transat 
completed, let alone consulted, 
this could easily have been doi 


You complain that I communi ated 
British ‘authorities. Let me remi ind } 
your own practice while I_acted as r 
tive of Australia in London. » I could 1 
many cases in Didi You did bie 

















my mission, but one will suffice.” 
ber, 1918, you advised Secretary of 
Government’s approval of principles 
g@ scheme of ‘settlement of pre-war. 
, merely notifying me of the action taken. 
was clearly a matter on which I might 
- been consulted at all events. 
‘or months, you’ communicated on many 
tters with the Secretary of State direct, 
rithout notifying me at all. I only learned 
of them from the Secretary of State himself 
and was thus frequently placed in a most em- 
barfassing position im my discussions with 
him. It was not until I asked the Prime Min- 
ister that copies of .all. cables from and to 
Australia should be shown to me after arrival 
and despatch that I was kept reasonably well 
_ informed of what was being done. I have only 
- to add that, on 11th May, I sent you a cable 
, setting out in the fullest detail, both in re- 
lation to sale, and finance, the proposals I had 
_ put before the wool-growers. . 


elating to 
ove 






_1I must say that your statement that I sent 
you a cable which differed in form and sub- 
stance from that sent Secretary of State ‘on 
fame matter is absolutely amazing. The, 
_ whole of members of Cabinet had opportunity 
of comparing them, and all agree that for all 
practical purposes they are identical in form 
‘and precisely the same in substance. So much 
TOV NMG. ' ‘ 


Re Representation at Spa Conference.—You 
complain that, while nominally 
“powers of a plenipotentiary, you are so re- 
stricted by instructions from here that you are 
in effect only a telegraph messenger. Surely, 
if you will cast your mind back to the time 
when you were Acting Prime Minister and I 
‘was in London, you will see.the position of 
which you complain is one in which I myself 
was placed. I was never given a free hand, 
‘gat hie compelled to act on definite instruc- 
‘tions from Melbourne. Not once, but on many 
occasions, you told me in plain terms that I 
“must not commit the Government; that I must 
~ not act in a certain way. For example, in 
_ November, 1918, you told me that I must not 


__press for representation of Dominions, as such, — 


- either at Versailles Council or Peace Confer- 
- ence, that if was not reasonable and could 
not be supported by Cabinet. You said— 
_. “We feel we are not justified in letting 
you go straight ahead on the course you 
_ haye marked out without saying even 
more plainly than in my previous cables 
_/ what our 6pinions are. I personally 
-- earnestly trust that you ‘will give due 
weight to them, and advise me result.” 


Then, again, in regard to sale of : wheat, 
which was one of the matters specifically in- 
trusted to me, I was placed in a most in- 
_ vVidious and unfortunate’ position by being 



















_ structions from Melbourne, which compelled 
- me’to perform a volte face with British Go- 
_vernment and Royal Wheat Commission. 


Again, in connexion with appointment of a 







ie 


19900 remo 


given the | 


a os t Sh vad s Re . > 
We hampered continuously by contradictery in- | 


of British Government to compel us to share 
this with Britain, I was told Cabinet did not } 
yagree, and I had to withdraw from a position — 
I could have maintained to the lasting advan- 


tage of .Australia. Then, again, in connexion 
‘with sale of Austrad ships, in March and May, 
1919, you said proper procedure was to obtain 
definite authority from Cabinet, and that I 
should carefully observe this rule. Then, in 
May, 1918, re finance, you said I must do 
nothing involving finance on large scale with- 
out consulting you. 


-I could. multiply these instances ad lib., but 


these are sufficient: They amply demonstrate 


' that the opinion of the Government was then, 


and is now, that it is impossible to give an 


absolutely free hand to representatives over- ' 


seas, and that the Government is, and must 
remain, in Melbourne., You will not forget 
this rule applied even when I, as Prime Min- 
ister, along with Ministers for Navy and De- 
fence, was in London, and Cook and I were, in 
widest*sense of term, plenipotentiaries. 
Having said so much, let me say this further 
to you: I am merely following the rule which 
you yourself so strongly insisted upon. You 
will. admit, I think, that the rule is a sound 
one. It certainly applies to Lloyd George 
himself; it applied to him right through Peace 


Conference. Qn several occasions he found 
himself overruled by his colleagues. It hap- 
pened to Orlando and Clemenceau, Wilson 


was in a different position, but what is the re- 
sult? His Parliament refuses to indorse what 
he did. I want to say, however, that I know 
how embarrassing and irritating the applica- 
tion of this rule must be. I felt it 8o a hun- 
dred times, and had I said exactly what I felt 
I should no doubt have sent you many tele- 
grams which would not have differed much 
from yours. So, speaking from the depth of 
my experience, I quite understand your atti- 
tude, but hope that you will look at the ‘mat- 
ter as I did, and do the best you can. . Be- 
lieve e, I shall not embarrass you, but 
will do everything to help you and keep you 
informed. I shall not communicate. direct 
with Secretary of State re wool half profits 
or finance, excepting at: your request. In re- 
gard to Spa Conferénce, the only restrictions 


upon your freedom of action are in relation — 


to those matters upon which overwhelming 
bulk of Australians have fixed opinions. 


-Further, I put it to you, as one man to | 


another? that as Prime Minister I may fairly 
claim to be consulted before any variation is 
made in Peace Treaty with which I had so 


~ much to do, and-with the details of which you 


cannot be as familiar as I am myself. Re- 
ference to cable files shows that in every stage 
of the Peace discussions, I acted in fullest 
concert with the Cabinet, and took no im- 
portant step without first obtaining their 
views, AY 

Re appointment of Governor-General.—-Your 


































colleagues are unanimously of opinion that it | 


is clearly a matter that can he settled only 
by Government in Australia. I think on re- 


flection you will agree it was not mentioned — 
in your mission, and is» obviously 


l a matter 
that must be settled by Government. oe 


‘Re failure to notify your appointment as re- _ 


presentative on Imperial Cabinet.—As it was 
s & | u 3 9 K , 


Pee! 
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r not contemplated when you departed ‘that for- 
mal meetings of Imperial Cabinet would take — 
place, official notification of your authority to 
sit; did not precede your arrival,. This I regret, 
but could not foresee the circumstances. I 
regret if you have been gmbarrassed, but I, 
think I have put this matter in order, and you 
will have no further complaints. All I ask 
is that you will keep me posted on what is 


. done. . 


As requested, I am asking Secretary of State 
to supply you with copies of all ‘cables both 
ways. 1 was under the impression that this 
had already been done, but find it was limited, 
through an office misconception, to cables re- 
lating to Brussels Conference. aye 

T-need hardly say that this telegram has been 


read to, and \unanimously approved by, all your 


eolleagues at Cabinet to-day. 
‘Now for .a‘final ward. I have endeavoured 
to cover the points raised in your cable, and 
put matter quite clearly. J understand, I 
think, just ‘how you feel, and I want to°assure 
you that you have no reason whatever for the 
belief that anything is being done, or will be 
done, at this end to imped® your mission. On 
the other hand, everything will be done, whe- 
ther by silence or ‘action at your request, to 
further it. We want you to ‘succeed. We 
both have the isame object in view, viz., the. 
welfare of Australia. I want to do everything 
I can to help or support you; if it appears to 
you otherwise, I ask you to accept my assur- 
ance that you are absolutely mistaken. 
wit : ' . (HUGHES. 
{Cablegram from the Prime Minister to Mr. 
Watt, dated 4th June, 1920.) 
-Following are. details relating’ more im- 
portant proposals placed by me before Premiers’ 
Conference :— . 
(1)? Immigration—My proposals were Com- 
monwealth to ‘have full control ‘overseas. 
Agents-General to form, Consultative Com- 
mittee. Commonwealth to be financially and 
otherwise responsible for overseas organiza- 
tions and transport arrangements fot bringing 
immigrants to Australia. Primary object 
settlement on land. Preference British ex-ser- 
vice men. States to be responsible for immi-' 
grants on arrival Australia. Agreement to be 
_ entered into definitely defining respective re- 
sponsibilities Commonwealth’ and States re- 
garding provision land ‘and other ‘assistance. 
, Shipping question’vital. Murray waters scheme 
“and uniform gauge important factors*in pro-- 
viding employment. Commonwealth and States 
to co-operate ias to number immigrants that 
can be absorbed and classes required.  Com- 
monwealth to consider question assisting States 
by way of loans for approved land settlement 
and public*works. Conference approved out-_ 
line scheme and Premiers undertook ‘submit 
proposals their respective Cabinets. foals 
(2) Uniform Gauge—I urged action be 
immediately’. commenced to connect «State 
eapitals from Brisbane to Perth with 4-ft. 8}.4n. 
gauge. Mainland States to contribute cost on 
per capita basis. Commonwealth to contri- 
bute quota. Work to be placed under Com- . 
mission consisting .one Commonwealth two 
States Commissioners. Commonwealth to make 
arrangements for raising money by non-nego- 
tiable bonds for fixed periods. States’ to’ pay 
Mr. Hughes. t yi ‘ 


}. 
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Resignation of [REPRESEN TATIVES.] “Treagurer, ma 


‘capitats; (b) for general conversion. I pointec 


‘tions shall extend over same parts of ind 


bargaining by industrial agreements bindi oe 

















‘interest on their respective quotas and t | 
deem-bonds at maturity. Conference inquired 
what proportionate amount Commonwealtl 
would contribute (a) on main lines betwee 


out impossible fix Commonwealth contributic 
as cost not known, Said Commonwealth woul 
pay definite proportion. If States, for i 
stanee, said one-sixth fair thing, Common 
wealth would be satisfied. Following agre 
ment was reached :— see 
(a) Affirm necessity and urgency o 
form .gauge to connect State 

tals, including conversion of — 

torian system. : Gigs 





sented. te sit 7 Wake 
(3) Murray Waters.—Work to be greatly ex- 
pedited. Commonwealth’s liability be increased — 



















from £1,000,000 to one-fourth total .cost. Scope, 
powers Commission to be greatly widened. 
Power be given to Commission resume all land 
affected by scheme at any time during progress 
scheme, and five years thereafter, at present 
value plus 10 per cent. Scheme be utilize 
providing employment immigrants. First 
ference Australian soldiers. 


our proposals. area Le eet 
(4) Aviation.—To be regulated by Common- 
wealth legislation, not by individual States 
Conference agreed introduce State legislation 
referring necessary powers to Commonwealth 
but so as to retain to each State (a) right to 
own and/or use State aircraft for Government 
purposes within State; (0) police powers. 
Conference also agreed introduce State legisla- 
tion providing uniform action by States pent 
ing passage of Federal legislation. ® = = 
(5) Industrial Legislation.—Suggested State 
refer to Commonwealth Parliament power for 
following ‘purposes :—-(a) Establishment Com 
monwealth Industrial Court* with raster o fA 
Commonwealth and State Judges; (b) to give 
Court jurisdiction over disputes which extend | 
to-more ‘than one State and which, while con- — 
fined one. State, affect whole commu ity; 
(c) creation Industrial Boards whose funt- 
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field; .(d) creation Industrial Councils repre- * 
sentative employers and employees, to bring 
about agreement as to industrial conditions, 
including General Industrial Council for whole 
Commonwealth; (e) provision for collective 

both parties; (f) prevention strikes, at least 
until after procedure which insures that strike 
is deliberate will of majority after every ef 
at settlement exhausted; (g) giving ef 
basic wage; (h) enabling common rule he. 
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‘Miecussed 26th June, 


in an indtstry. Tage was. pean 
be impossible all sorts of objections raised, 
sy OF Pranab that we would act as we thought 


aid ;, 


“(a)” borrowing 











bi col oe taxation ; 
Proposed Commonwealth sole _bor- 
Suggested one tax-gatherer for land 
“income taxes Commonwealth and States, 
i ‘ which one common return of assess: 
ment, for Commonwealth and State Taxation. 


d _ Asked States to adjust their finances upon 

assumption that per capita p&@yment will. be 

! i reduced as set out: by Mr. Watt at last year’s 
ae Conference. — 


Following agreement was reached in regard 
_ to borrowing :— 


hal a) Affirm he fine te of ment re > 
garding borrowing, making the Com- 

| “monwealth the sole borrowing autho- 
_vity. An agreement based on thv 
"principles of “the previous agreement 
to be prep OF Details to be settled 
Piaters: Rite 





: By. Pocmanwealth Treasurer to, submit 


Net = proposals. . : 

¢e) State Treasurers to prepare memo- 
ne _ randa, of loan requirements for three 

a6 3) years, 


(d 1) | Commons and, State representa- 
tives to meet at an early date to 
settle details 4 and confirm this 
_ arrangement. 


K tal To be further discussed on 26th June. | 
_ Question collection taxation to‘ be further 





See, ats 15th. and 21st. ae from Sec- 
‘Tetary of State re division of enemy tonnage» 
among Allies. . Have informed him you will 
‘represent Commonwealth at discussion with’ 
Shipping» Controller; on 8th June, as to divi- 
sion of British Emp ite share, and that you may 
_ desire attendance Parlin and. Captain Pe 


aan advisory capacity, 
i 


Please insist, as I did, upon retention of ex- 
emy ships at present under Commonwealth 
ontrol as matter. beyond argument, *and 


ie strongly urge /for others.up to total of at least 


00,000 
n support 


ie il terete capacity, emphasizing 
of ¢ serious loss spstaif®&d by | 


_ Commonwealth - he darren shipping facili- 


ies. enjoyed eit: to war, Commonwealth’s de- 
endence on such facilities, and urgent need for 
ting tonnage at present available 
h for oversea and local requirements. 


ih Be. financial side of question, please take up 
‘same position as I did re ex-enemy ships now 


in Commonwealth hands and captured by us, 
y, 1 hat, as regards these we do not admit 
hat our share of ‘indemnity should be debited 
v yeh oh i of these Nase any more than. has 


(c) per capita pay- 


4 


‘ducers during war an 


* countries. 


food 


‘Empire for this purpose. 


‘goods “to world’s 


tralia one Empire. 


* 


‘As to Be iamea of 300, 000° tons which we 2 claim, 
please insist that sum to be paid or debited 
should be based on pre-war value and not on 
present market value. 


As. you know, I made strong claim for 
300,000 tons at Versailles Conference. In 
pressing this on Lloyd George in letter dated 
ith March, 1919, I pointed out that Common- 
wealth Government Line was then operating 
nineteen ex-enemy ships; of total tonnage of 
about 134,000, and. had _ previously 
operating nine others of total tonnage of about 
56,000, but of latter five had been submarined,- 
one wrecked, two taken over by Indian Govern- 
ment, and one employed carrying mails north- 
west coast Australia; that many of these ships 


had been specially built for, and had at out- 


break of war been engaged in, Australian 
trade, and that to bring total tonnage ex- 
enemy ships in Australian trade up to 300, 000, 
although it would in some. measure relieve 
great ‘hardships ee | 

at present as conse- 
quences of loss of tonnage and diversion of 
ships to other trade, would gtill leave us far 
short of our pre-war tonnage. I stressed in- 
dustrial and economic disadvantages to Aus- 


tralia under war conditions resulting from her 


geographical position, also huge sacrifices made 
by her, in voluntarily surrendering to Great 
Britain fifty-three coastal steamers, of gross’ 
tonnage of nearly 200,000 tons, and depriving 
herself of seventy- -nine other steamers, of gross 
tonnage of nearly 400,000 tons, which she re- 
quisitioned and handed over to Britain. I 


- reminded him that Australia was an islagid 


continent’ with 12,000 miles of coastline, re- 
lying on sea- carriage for bulk of her Inter- 
State ‘trade, and whole of her trade with other. 
I compared serious decline in Aus-. 
tralia’s exports and imports during war period 
with great increases in case of other coun ries, 
particularly Canada and United States; and I 
drew attention to disastrous effects on prices 
of raw materials, on marketing of which Aus- 
tralia lives, Finally, ZI- pointed out that war 
nécessities yvhich had been held to justify this 
treatment of Australian trade no longer 
operated, and that’ every consideration of jus- 


_tice required its immediate alleviation. 


In subsequent letter to Lloyd George, dated 
12th March, 1919, I again directed attention 
to urgency ‘of Australia’s needs. Owing to 
lack of. shipping, millions of tons of wheat, 
products, and other raw materials, were 
lying. in ‘Australia awaiting shipment. The 
world was hungry*for this food. It had also 
been said that Europe must be fed and clad, 


If so, it is surely necessary to safeguard Aus- 
_ tralian interests and not to permit America 


and Japan obtain at once carrying trade and 


market for goods produced outside Empire. 


Ex-German’ shipping belongs by every right to 
"To pay America, or 
any other country, with Germany’s very best 
asset, at expense of all her other creditors, 
leaving Australia without ships to send her 


great, perhaps irreparable, injury upon Aus- 


. Hucurs. 


* 


een . 


markets, would be to inflict. 





by Australian pro- * 
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rodeman received by the Prime: Minister 
from Mr. Watt, dated London, 7th June, 
1920.] . 
(Received 8th June, 1920. ) 
iihpent. Your telegram 3rd June. Fully 
appreciate spirit of the consideration it ex- 
_ presses to me personally; but I ought to add 
that your implied nen pnts of nerves is wrong. 
I am quite well. , 
Now, let me traverse your telegram. First, 
I do not think that répresentations of views by 
absent Minister to his leader and colleague 
should be labelled complaints; but I pass 
that by. 
Second, as to the origin and heads of mis- 
elon, 7 do not quarrel with your statement of 
them, except that it is incomplete, unless you 
draw inference that wool accounts and divi- 
dends are secondary importance, because I did 
not deal with them in my first statement on 
. finance in Cabinet. I did not then know bow 


far you had adyanced matters by your cables, . 


and I only dealt with yevenue and loan moneys 
from Treasury stand-point. At later stages of 
the debate, it became clear that wool moneys 
was the pivot of our whole scheme concerning 
our British indebtedness and prospective early 
loan operations here or. in Australia. 

Third, you speak ‘of a peremptory telegram 
dated 9th April, apparently overlooking “tele- 
gram of 3lst March, appealing for news from 
Australia, and respecting subjects of mission 
from England, to which hg did not favour 
me with “reply. 

T did. However, that is by the way. 

Fourth, as to my euneae of you when you 
were absent from Australia. Here you have 


advantage over me, for I have not all the 
cables of that period with me. However, after 


perusing few I have, and reviving my memory,’ 


I have no hesitation in saying that your state- 
ment totally, although probably  uninten- 
tionally, misrepresents “real facts. 

(a) You asked me to send you copies all 
telegrams exchanged with Secretary of State. 
ih explained that, to save expense, you ought 
to get them from the Seer etary of State. This 
you said you would do. So that you knew all 
that' was going on. I do not, therefore, un- 
derstand your assertion that I communicated 
for months with ieieortl of State without 
notifying you. 


For six months I-never saw a cablegram 
except those from this end to the British 
authorities, which were shown to a 
the Secretary of State. 


(6) It is true wool was sgld, without con- 
sulting you, after careful consideration by 


Central Wool Committee, and with full pre- _ 


_¥Vious authority of the Cabinet. You have not 
informed me whether the same procedure re 
Committee and Cabinet has beeny followed in 
the present case. 

This matter, the sale of the new clips, 
had Honan: whatever to do’ with the 

. Central Wool Committee. As regards 
the half profits, the Committee has had 
two years in which to get the money, and 
has not succeeded. It ‘was time, some oné 

Mr. Hughes, 
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(REPRESENTATIVES. if 


-my shoulders. a 















| Treasurer. ae 








got some iat it. . ie do se 
Because the Cetra Wool Committée — 
failed to get the money, the ea 
went Home to get it. mo ‘a 
(c) Pre-war debts clearing scheme was. aug 
rized by Cabinet, on advice of ‘Minister - os 
Customs. eS 
As to that I say nothing except that it * A 
not an answer to what I said in my cable. | 
I was never committed on the m 
which was a vital part of my mission. — 
(d) Wheat was controlled by Russell, i 
always submitted question Cabmets  wivaran 5: 
(ec) Naval Member was similarly dealt with — 
by Poynton. For confirmation of last thr | 
points, ask the three Ministers named, a1 ate 
when you have done so, ak lift blame from 










AGS wet i 
He blames Cabinet in order to ee ; 
himself: but he does not deny that, the i) 
facts are as stated. ' <3 ; 


(f) It is quite true that, as Treasuren ; 
prudently requested you not to undertake any- 
thing involving large sums without “consulting” 
‘me, and you at once agreed. ¢ ee 

(g) I also asked you to observe - ‘proper 
procedure about selling ships, for nomen. 
your Ministers considered that within scope 
your Peace mission. re 

(h) Your reference to Nara. aetaunnann mi te 
My recollection is that we sent you, for ‘pre: ie 
sentation to Imperial Cabinet, strona hy 
grams of support. oie 


















I have shown the ‘honorable member for 
Franklin (Mr. McWilliams) and the — 
Leader of the Opposition, (Mr. - Tudor) © 
my Nauru telegram, in which I advised. a a 
certain course of action. It is a Tong — 
story; but I say deliberately that, had I 4 
been supported, Australia would » have 
been in a very muchsbetter position in 1 a 
gard to Nauru. If these gentlemen 
have seen the cablegram say that. 
Treasurer’s reply to me supported | ne 
attitude, I have nothing further to. ad 
(1) Generally, while you were away, 7 ; it 
exception of one brief period, all my telegrams ie 
either asked for information or gave you solid 


backing, the latter mostly in ee to your : 
special requests. : 

'(j)@The exception was the ariabetieds bre 
and if you’ will re-read my #elegrams now, 
feel sure that your judgment, mellowed, by 
time, will approve their tone and terms. | Ms eb 
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agreed to or decided, including reparation, prac- 
tically without one word of information to, 
yp OF approval from, your Cabinet. 
- perly,”’ because that was the job you were 
gent to look after. Notwithstanding all this, 
-, which I would not have referred to if you 
had not introduced matter, I admit and fancy 
_, I was the first to proclaim that general worry- 
ing must function where it lives. There can 
be no other way. More in sorrow than in 
anger, let me say I vividly remember how often 
you tried to break the rule which you now 
glorify. ra Re | 
- I did; but I was never allowed to do it. 
However, I knuckled down. I saw the 
thing through. 
‘Fifth, it is, however, a different thing when 
Cabinet delegates to a Minister a special task 
abroad, involving acquaintance with facts 
usually not within the knowledge of other 
‘Ministers, and asks him to do work often en- 
tailing swift decision on a chain 12,000 miles 
long. Your references, therefore, to Lloyd 
George and Clemenceau do not apply. Ispeak 
respectfully, but plainly, what (? when) I say 
that I cannot do finance part of my job if I 
have to await directions from headquarters, 
- or am to be interfered with without consulta- 
tion or knowledge in discharge of it. 
_ ~‘With regard to immigration, re-organization 
ef High Commissioner’s Office, trade represen- 
tation, Treaty matters, including mandates and 
reparation, it is quite a different thing. 
' Some Ministers know some such matters better 
than I do;’ others quite as well as I. Consul- 
tation on these is practicable and wise, and I 
 ghould certainly have conducted it. But with 
finance it is impossible. If I had imagined 
that you did not recognise this, I would eer- 
.- tainly not have undertaken mission. eh ae 
| _ Sixth, re your actions re wool, I admit, of 
- gourse, that question of next clip is a matter 
' for Governnfent. You say you acted because 
Gt was urgent. I do not agree that it was as 
urgent as you suggest. My answer, hawever, 
ig that you could have got me by wireless, and 
had reply in two or three days 


‘Of course, they could have got me by 
- wireless. I was on the s.s. Niagara. 


















and, as your scheme dovetailed into vital part 
ef my work, such a consultation ought to have 
‘been attempted. . If your motive was to 
strengthen my hands, it has certainly weak- 
ened them. You must surely see the bafiling 
 gituation created. I had entered into my nego- 
 tiations, and when I saw enough of facts I 
made certain propositions, They were as- 
 gented to. On top of that comes your tele 
gram making widely (different) and, I think, 
impossible demands. You are the head of the 
Government and I a subordinate Minister. 
“The wool authorities did the only thing open 
to them—pdlitely, but clearly, they turned me 
down. Even now, while promising not to com- 
 -municate direct with Secretary of State about 

wool finance again, you have apparently no 
—jntention to put me right with Government 
here, by, stating to them that this matter is 
entirely in my hands. Until such an intima- 
tion is sent, I should only humiliate myself by 
RT if : 
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knocking at door again. I repeat that you 
telegram to Secretary of State was different 
in. form and manner of presentation to what 
I was advised; but I see no good arguing on 
difference, in view of what you say is Cabinet 
opinion. vas 

Re Spa.—If you. think I am fool enough to 
agree to any amendment of matters on which 
Australians have strong. convictions without 
consultation, I-am neither fit to be ‘pleni- 
potentiary nor messenger. Nevertheless, I 
cannot masquerade as a plenipotentiary and 
know that I am bound hand and foot. In this 
connexion, is there any special. reason why High 
Commissioner should have been directed to 
sign Hungarian Peace Treaty and Nauru 
agreement while I was in London? 

In view of decision registered in every line 
of. your telegram, I do not know whether it is 
worth while dealing with some matters you 
have referred to. Perhaps I should say, re 
Governor-General, I was brought into,it by 
Secretary of State, and only conversed with 
him at his special request, and he quite under- 
stood that I could not deal with question. I 
told him he should telegraph to you. 

Your treatment of these last three questions 
indicates that you misapprehended my inten- 
tions. Boiled down, your determination ap- 
pears to be that I must touch nothing except | 
the things on my list, and, even on these, de- 
cide nothing without referring to you. I can- 
not accept that position, which is that of an 
official, and not a Minister. 

I have most carefully reviewed the whole 
situation many times, and I say regretfully, 
but finally, that. I. cannot alter the view 3 
have expressed. You say that Cabinet is un- 
able to understand, and regrets my attitude, 
and that it unanimously approved your 
answering telegram, It is clear that I am at 
variance with my colleagues on important 
issues, and I must take the only course open 
to me. I therefore tender my, resignation: as 
Minister, and ask you to submit it forthwith 
for acceptance to Governor-General. I shall , 
hand all official documents in my hands to 
the Secretary to the Treasurer,’ and as soon 
as my resignation operates pay my own ex- . 
penses. 


Watt. 
Sitting suspended from 1 to 2.15 p.m. 
Mr. HUGHES.—Following on Mr. 
Watt’s cablegram, which ended with a 
definite intimation that he resigned, and 
in which he asked me to place his resigna- 
tion in the hands of His Excellency the 
Governor-General forthwath, I sent the 
following message :— | . 
Personal and secret. Your telegram reached 
me yesterday morning. Yesterday afternoon, 
press received cable message from London an- 
nouncing resignation, and giving reasons there- 
for. I have summoned Cabinet for earliest pos- 
Bible gl Minister@ scattered all over conti- 
nent. e meet next Tuesday in Sydney. Mean- 
while, may I ask you not to give anything fur- 
ther to the press? I shall decline say one word. 


_ In haste, 


thos 
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or. sits Tr ce rai Mr, Watt the 
Pane, repey :— : 


- Your Es 10th. June GaN As Lam 
dae @ member of the Government now, I am not 
concerned about the meetings of Cabinet. 

On Monday, 7th June, I telegraphed you my 
resignation, and. asked you to forward it to the 
_ Governor-General. forthwith. As. you have 
apparently not: done so, I have sent it: ‘to-day 
direct to His Excellency.. 

I note that. you urge me to press silence. 
Since, first announcement I have abstained, but 
eable reports utterances in Australia by some 
of your colleagues. 


On 15th June I sent ihe following cable- 
gram to Mr. Wath: — 


Cabinet met. to-day; 


open but to;aceept your resignation. 
communicated with His Excellency, intimat- 
ing that you had resigned, and recommended 
that he accept your resignation, which he has 
done. 

That completes the cable communications 
that have passed hetween Mr. Watt and 
myself, and covers also.all those references 
that have been made to the British Go- 
vernment in#relation to the matters con- 
cerning his mission. I invite honorable 


members and the citizens of the Common- 


wealth carefully’ to peruse the communica- 
tions sent by me to Mr. Watt. I ask 
honorable members to: note particularly 
not only the matter of those cables, but the 
‘tone of them. I ask any honorable: mem- 
ber here, and I ask any citizen of the 
Commonwealth, whether he or she sees 
anything injthem at which ‘a reasonable 
person could take offence?. I say unhesi- 


, tatingly that the tone of those cables leaves 


ie a been well established and definite’y - the Papi sie cathe tale 


. to remove 


_he sent to me while I was acting 
sentative of the Commonwealth at the 
Peace Conference and on the Imperial 


nothing to be desired. They are. obvi- 
ously not conciliatory cables sent. in 
the face of some provocation — to 
the epee for many of Mr. Waste 
cables’ to me were peremptory . 

tone. They ave cables sent with a’ doute 
all reasons for complaini,fand 


to assist Mr. Watt in his mission. T ask 


every honorable member to contrast the tone 


all members " present. ; 
After full discussion, Cabinet decided no course 
I therefore | 


| wee play gone, I shall. reac 
cables, extracts from some. : 
already «ait | 
tion :-— 


Watt, to Hughes, 14th Ml ait 


of my cables to Mr. Watt on this mission of * 


"his to London with the tone of the cables 
as repre- 


Cabinet in 1918 and 1919, I invite all - 
honorable members to note that the prin- 
ciple of consultation wgth the Cabinet, and 


acceptance by the plenipotentiary or. re- 
_presentative of the Government abroad of: 
the decisions of the Cabinet in Australia, to contrast Mr. Watt's: ul 


ar. ahipees Biches | 


ae 
wey 
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I ask honorable. members . 
citizens throughout, the Cor 


of requirements of Cons 


desire that procedure should 


| vérnment is 


| deserted: 
“not lon ah continue. 


If you want me to do good 


- ment.as to whether I sho id 


















in “pro 1dy 


Very surprised contents y: 
March. Government propos 
next. week. on. policy with rega 
ing Commonwealth ships and pre 
future, and to consult you by ¢ 
. may he Dap this” sale is advantage 


























ALL bee ait: oo will 


Act: in relation to such 
tions. esis baie ve 


is to get definite pore nie from. Cc 
all such transactions before arranging 
otherwise Goversmen’ here cone 


a appears el inccoda b 


regular basis for future. 


eae observe ‘tas rule, - ya 


Ce ting with ee and. “sect 
concurrence before any aan ple 
Rabie laweice i. ik apie 


























which I have abstained from a 
colleagues, and I urge it on you 


as. the a shee Mh) ig ba 


tion 
“but. I am n determin 
J hay 
cided to proceed no further 
of the mission until my posi 


must leave matters. confid 
entirely in my hands, and 


or decide: them here. 


x ap 






ie put: many 4 iia. by Mr. Watt, sikh Act- 
ad gt ‘Prime ‘Minister, that Cabinet must 
be. consulted, ‘and that nothing must be 
pies unless Cabinet has approved it. I 
| ask honorable members and my _ fellow 
’ eitizens also to contrast the tone of Mr. 
| Watt’s. cables to me, both when I was 


it ‘England and France, on my mission 
“asa representative of the Commonwealth, - 


ole Yand when I was at the head of the Go- 
vernment here during Mr. Watt’s mis- 
‘sion. Mr. Watt said over and over 
“* again that I must do or not do certain 
ih things. And while on this mission the 
- tene oof his cables are the same. He 
said, ‘‘ Kindly inform me whether you 
_ intend to to this; if it is not done I will 
mot goon.’ And again—‘‘ Unless you 
+ are pioired to leave to my discretion 
_ whether I should consult you or not, f 
- will not carry on.’’ He said that he was 





' asked’ to assume ‘‘ the garb of a pleni-. 


 ,potentiary with the mind of ‘a_ tele- 
i graph messenger”? in relation to the 
_ Spa Conference, when all I asked him to 
_ do was what ft thane every honorable 
member will agree that the Government 
had a perfect right to ask him to do 
that he should not, on questions in- 
volving the policy of the White Aus- 
tralia, the open door, indemnity, and 
the mandates for the Pacific Islands, 
alter the existing policy without consult- 
ing the Government. Will any man say 
for ne moment that that was an im- 
" ‘proper limitation upon the ‘powers of 
a representative of the Commonwealth ? 









x, 1920.] - 


‘Itberately that had I given Mr., 


Treasurer... 


any representation on matters of “‘ life 
and death,’’ for it would have been quite 
impossible for another representative to 
have reached Europe to submit the views 
of the Commonwealth in connexion with 
the mandates over the Pacific Islands and 
the White Australia policy. I say de- 
Watt 
every cause for irritation and resentment, 
as he was the representative of the Com- 
monwealth on a mission which meant life 
or death to us, he ought not to have 
abandoned his post. Had I been in his 
place, and he in mine—although, perhaps, 


what I would haye thought could not be 


4 


expressed here owing to the rules of the 
House—I would have remained, 
when I returned would have said exactly 
what I thought. I have no doubt that 
is the feeling in the minds of nine 
out of every ten people in the Com- 


monwealth. Mr. Watt has left us now 


without a representative in London at 
one of the-most critical junctures in our 


history. I invite honorable. members to 


and 








£ 


note those acts of omission hich he said : 


irritated him. T invite them to note that 
I did what he asked at the earliest pos- 
sible moment. I.notified the British 


Government of the fact that he had been 


ab ask them to contrast that with my. 


. ‘position in London, when I was told that 
_ _Imust not even ask that Australia—this 
‘great Commonwealth that made such tre- 
- mendous ‘sacrifices for the Empire dur- 
img the war—should be represented at the 
Peace Conference at Versailles, and that 
the could ‘not allow me to go straight on. 
I must ae his exact words, which 














“it straight on the course you have marked 
ut without seeing more plainly the contents 
of previous cables as to what our opinions are. 
I -personally and earnestly trust you will give 
due heed to them, and advise the results. 

ask hotorable members to say what 
would have happened to the Common- 


representation * at the Peace Conference 
ea areca What would have hap- 
per - Australia ‘would not have had 


“We feel we are not justified in letting you 


‘ wealth if I had acted as Mr. Watt has» 
done, . and had Jeft Australia without — 


appointed as our representative on the 
Imperial Cabinet. He asked me ‘to see 
that he received copies of cables to and 
from the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, and I directed that that 
should be done. I ‘said, further, that, 
whilst I did not admit for a moment 
that his complaints were justified, I 
understood his position, and I would in 
future be silent, or I would speak as he 
desired. I said ‘that I would despatch no 
more cables apart from’those he wished 
me to send to support him. I invite hon- 
orable members to note the tone of my 
last cable, the concluding paragraph of 
which reads— 

Having said'so much, let me say this further 
to you, “I am merely following the rule which 
you yourself so strongly insisted upon. You 
will admit, I think, that the rule is a sound 
one. 4 I want to say, how; 
ever, ‘that I ‘know how embarrassing and. irri- 
tating the application of this rule must be. 
felt it so a hundred times, and had I said ex- 
actly what I felt I should no doubt ha¥e ‘sent 
you many telegrams which would not have dif- 


fered much from yours. 
depth of my experience, I quite understand 


‘your attitude, but hope that you will look at 


> 


lL. 


So, speaking from the, 


the matter as I did, and do the best, you can. ' 


Believe me, I shall not embarrass you, “but 


— will .do mverytline ‘to erp you and hinge you 
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with Secretary of State re wool half profits 
or finance, excepting at your request. 


upon your freedom of action are in relation 
to those matters upon» which overwhelming 
bulk of Australians have fixed opinions. 
iv NAT . Now for a final word. I 
have endeavoured to cover the points raised in 
“your cable, and put matter quite clearly. I 
understand, I think, just how you feel, and I 
want to assure you that you have no reason 
whatever for the belief that anything ts being 
done. or will be done, at this end to impede 
your mission. On the other hand, everything 
will be done, whether by silence or action at 
your request, to further it. We want you to 
succeed. We both have the same object in 


informed. I. shall not communicate direct 


view, viz., the welfare of Australia. I want to 
do everything I can to help or support you; - 


if it appears to you otherwise, I ask you to 
accept my assurance that you are absolutely 
mistaken. 2) 

ued? wontess, .’ Mr, Speaker, that I am 
utterly at a loss to understand the reason 
for Mr. Watt’s resignation. I have 
had. feuds with honorable members in 
this House, but if any man here had 
sent me a létter concluding with such 
an assurance, I would have wiped 
away everything that had passed, and 
‘shaken him by the hand.. But Mr. Watt 


* the adyice of his Ministers. No 


overlooked all. these attempts at concilia- 


tion, which were cotched in not merely 
studied moderation of tone, but such 
language as from a man lke me, at any 
rate, might have assured him that I was 
most anxious that he should realize that I 


desired his co-operation, and wanted him > 


to go on. Yet despite every effort to con- 
ciliate him he persisted in his resignation. 

Mr. Watt’s resignation reached me at 
9 o’clock on the morning on 
it appeared in the press, It is true 
it arrived where I was staying at 11 
o’clock on the previous night—or rather 
the last four lines relating to his actual 
resignation reached me—the whole tele- 
gram was not then deciphered, and it did 


not come to hand until the next day. I 


was in bed at the time, and if that be a 
crime I plead guilty. I read the message 
the next morning. The press had the in- 
formation before me, and their re- 
 presentatives came out 20 miles from 
Wagga, at midnight. 
anything of a definite character. No one 
knows better than Mr. Watt that it is 


absolutely without precedent for a Minis-. 


ter to communicate his resignation to the 
‘press before it had been received and ac- 
knowledged by the Prime Minister. Yet 
Mr. Watt did not allow me : 
municate with my colleagues before he 

Mr. Hughes. 1 ee eh la 





which 


T declined to say 


even to com- 


: NTATI 


‘ 


In re- | 
gard to Spa Conference, the only restrictions 


on every effort on gur part at con 


-grqwers, and I did so. For some 
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life or death to the Commonwea 
‘did what any sensible man wou 


tifalia. Mr. Watt could not 


was at Auckland for a wee 
for a day, at Honolulu f 





























































without consulting my colleagu 
any. one blame me for calling: 
leagues together when it was a 


done im my place, and said nothing. 
was censured by the press for refu: 
speak before I had consulted m: 
Ministers. In the meantime, Mr, 
not ‘satisfied with taking this unpre- 

‘ ty Dae a (2 Le | ss 
cedented course, forwarded his ee 





a J 
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tion direct to His Excellency the 
vernor-General—again a step wi 
precedent. The Governor-General . 
no more to do with it—less in fact— 
than any citizen. in the street. The Gc 
> : ih Gath Beet ae aaa i 
vernor-General could no more act 
than could a resident of, say, New 


land, as*His Excellency 


Ret eres, 
can ac only 


Ne) 


that better than Mr. Watt. 
“In the face of all this, there w: 
course open to us but to accept the 
nation of a man who had slammed t 


or reconciliation. The Government 
therefore, with the utmost. regret, 
cepted his resignation. I am.very sor 
T have endeavoured to understand. 1 
he resigned, and I do not even now k 
the reason. I have looked through 
files, and 1 can find nothing to ju 
I ask honorable members to reco 
the only thing I did in refer 
balf profits on sales of wool wer 
that, in the very nature of. thi 
to be done, and had to be done 


with the growers, neither could he re 
one penny of the money un 
growers assented. The growers 
Australia. I was the man to 1 


or other Mr. Watt took umbrage at t. 
although I notified him at the earlie 
opportunity of what I had done. I e 

municated direct with Mr. Watt. 


‘acted in a very different manner towé 


me, for he sold the wool when 
the water without even notif 
of the sale. He states that his 
wireless, so had mine; and, a 


a 
i». 


"y 
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We 


Penida asia. was four weaken in n America, 


: aT did not hear one word concerning the 
sale of the wool. Yet, although I was 
oe oe and strongly objected to what 
che had | done, I went on with my mission. 
} I have endeavoured to put the matter 
lage fairly. I am naturally much dis- 
_turbed at what has happened. I am dis- 
sie personally, because it has broken 
_ the intimate relations that have existed 
_. between’ Mr. Watt and myself during 
f three or four of the niost trying years in 
~ the history of the Commonwealth. But 
1 am more disturbed because of the con- 
sequences to Australia. She is unrepre- 
- sented now, when she is in urgent need 
(or representation by a competent man. I 
am disturbed because, with our finances 
: as they are, we have no representative in 
- London or elsewhere to endeavour to ad- 
cp just them. 


eo Maw Watt has resigned. I have ex- 
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has done so; I think ‘I should add 
that this’ is the third time that he has 
“sent in his resignation since my return 
‘from England.. Mr. Watt then met me 
at Fremantle, and accompanied me across 
the continent. His health was at that 
time giving him, his family, and his 
friends grave concern. We discussed to- 





ie 


the: future as we saw’ it reflected in the 
mirror of the present. He told me—I give 
Lia ‘sukstance of our conversations, be- 
~-eause J cannot remember the actual 
words—that he could. not continue in 








my absence, but would now have to resign. 
On my side, I said what honorable mem- 
- bers know to be true, that I had had 













I bau party in 1916. was tome. I had 
returned from a mission in regard to 
which I might fairly claim that the re- 
“putation of Australia had not suffered at 
my hands. I had done that which I 
was sent to do. There were many rea- 
oer I should retire. I shall not 


in England on which I turned my back, 
but it ean be understood that returning 
as I did, and being received as I was 
“received, I could not have selected a 
“more propitious moment for temporarily 
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plained the circumstances under which he - 


gether the position as it then stood and | 


_ office, that he had merely -held on during 


Withdrawing, at any rate, from my posi-_ 


ie 





tion. I had had enough. Therefore, E — 
said to Mr. Watt, “If you retire, I shall 
retire also. I shall not carry on.” To 
that he replied that he would think the 


matter over, and let me know his decision. 


Subsequently he said that he would carry 
on, and honorable members will recall 
that that decision was publicly announced. 
I told him that as his health was such 
as to preclude him from doimg much 
electioneering work, in the event of an 
election he could remain in Melbourne, 
and I would do the greater part of the 
electioneering. That promise was kept. 
Subsequently, however, Mr. Watt twice 
résigned, definitely and in writing. In 
each case I persuaded him to withdraw 
his resignation. 


‘Honorable members now have all the 
facts before them. These show clearly 
that I did everything in my power in this 
instance as I: did on other occasions to 
persuade Mr. Watt to remain in the Go- 
vernment. The cablegrams prove con- 
clusively that there would have been. no 
sufficient reason for his resignation had 
he been in Melbourne, and had I spoken 
to him in the terms in which I wrote to 
him. No one would dream of resigning 
a portfolio on that account. I have been 
in a Ministry with the honorable member 
for Yarra (Mr. Tudor), and he, like 
other members who have held office, ‘know 
that at Cabinet meetings there are fre- 
quently differences of opinion expressed, 


and that after discussion the will of the. 


majority must prevail, and the Minister 
holding a contrary view must either fall 
in with his cdlleagues or resign. Lode 
not say that there. are not circumstances 
which justify resignation if the Minister 
is on the spot; but during a long Minis- 


terial: career I can now recall only one 


instance in which I felt so strongly on 
a matter. that I would have resigned had 


‘it been decided adversely to my view. 


The matter to which I refer had nothing 
whatever to do witlf conscription. The 


‘honorable member for Yarra was one of 


my colleagues at the time, and he and 
I decided to resign unless effect were 
given to a certain policy. Effect was 
given to it, and we did not resign. Had » 
we resigned, however, our resignation 
would not have embarrassed the Common- 
wealth. But when men are sent 12,000 
miles overseas on a mission of vital im- 


portance to the country, there is imposed 
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on them a sacred’ obligation which they . cs The earliest frtitction 
was, evade, and I cannot conceive of _ 1 ern. Bide rand 0 
anything that would justify their resigna- only in Australia between: the 
tion. Certainly there is nothing in the () mentionedy (i421 Mio nat 
eablegrams that I have read to justify  - ae ‘No auction. sales to, be 1a. in 


Mr. Wati’s resignation. [ have sat at'Cabi- tralia until October Ist hed beens 
net meetings at which hard things have oe 


Lh 
beea said, T will not say worse than any- would auction the Feds 


owners’ account and proce 


‘thing I wrote to Mr. Watt, because I wish auctions without interruption 
that every one would speak to me as I May Ist, 1921, from which date on 
wrote to him, and no doubt others would. wards normal conditions would p 
like me to speak to them always as I | bionic ee cue Shab 
wrote to him. I cannot conceive of any- .° * “wool’and auctions could be held. 
thing that would justify the abandonment =~ currently in Australia*of any sm 
of a mission so vitally important to the> quantity that might then ibe. left, of 
Commonwealth ag that of Mr. Watt. I! the 1920-1921 clip. i 


regret the right honorable gentleman’s , Beis Hughes ago that in mn for sae 


resignation ; t regret the loss of the man 
himself, and, above, all, I. reayiet the con- felt assured’ was in’ thelr? beat Yat s 
sequences of the. resignation: to the would not only be against the interes 
Commonwealth. ae Salad but. a, disaster also oa Austral 
het 


There is one other oablear am which I in Australia. 
have not mentioned: It was sent in. compulsion. rae 
code by the Central Wool Committee to Representatives of ae na indica 
a similar body in England, and this is a that Government control in any form, 
decode of it. The Wadden was, “ Diraw- ing the cum saci of the realization 


mat, London,” and the cablegram was again emia hen determination 
tear the D1st high ie It reads as nothing to do with control. is 


follows :— : , nea $ “ Reference was made by Mz. ‘Hoek 


7a, IM feed | drought difficulties in many parts of Aust 
The follow: g i ae HE NE i expressed the hope that® the 
is oe ae . He win) cane ayia ‘authorities: would, without further delay, 
Fer nm ee, Doe Tas a statement of accounts as to the amous 
“WOOL CONTROL. money that already stood to the Sania 


; ‘Mr. HUGHEQY’. PROPOSALS. Pool. The Lhe. fel ‘of the 


“GROWERS AND BROKERS ACCEPT: 

“ As the result of a Conference of Pastoralists . 
and Woolbrokers recently held in Melbourne to 
consider the seheme proposed by~ the Prime Es; 
Minister for the disposal of the 1920-21 wool | “ As the pean i to be. adie avai’ table 
clip and for the distribution of the profits accrued profits was uncertain, it 
that have accrued in London from the disposal to leave the consideration of the 
of the wool sold to the British Government re-  ister’s financial proposals to a later da 
presentatives of the Conference had a Jong in- ing receipt of replies to his vable comm 
terview with Mr. Hughes on Wednesday after: ie to the Secretary of State dae 5 
noon. i at 


+ <Tt was. explained by the Clinton ee of the “Tm order: to: allow carcass: pupae 
Wiool Council that the proposal to deal with skin buyers and fellmongers: to. be unha 
the new clip and the other proposal submitted in their operations, and also to. safeou: 
by Mr. Hughes relating to the surplus from interests of the fat stock and sheep-ski 
the London sales had been considered sepa- kets, it was indicated that special — 
rately, and that it had been decided to accept ments would have to be made wherel 
the Prime Minister’s proposals as a basis. for wwools could be realized, thereby: preven 
the sale of the forthcoming clip, and to autho- “yodue amount of money being locked. 
rize him to put his proposals before the British mission to sell. privately throu ‘8 
Government as follow:— brokers during the period from July — 

“J, No export of the new 1920-1921 clip October Ist, would, it Lane ey ne 

from Australia prior to Ist October, the: difficulty. Net tN 


. 1820), “It was announced that an ex 
“2, No auction sales of. Arb fa wool beem appointed to be known as the - 
in London after September 30th, Wool Council. This: body. will pe ava: 

+ 1920, until May lst, 1921. receive all ANE Tipe aera 


Mr. Hughes. Laan ' 











ea | umatters with, the Prime Minister in con- 
_ ‘Rexion with ‘his negotiations.” = Agne 
Quotation ends. ae 


Central Wool Committee have 
“, | time been consulted by Prime Minister, or in- 


 vited to attend conferences with regard to pro-_ 


ee 


posed new arrangements. ; 


SG eg aa CentraL Woot CoMMITTEr. — 
I did not see 
_ %h June, and when I had seen it 
directed the Secretary+to the Prime Min- 
-ister’s Department to send the following 
letter to the Secretary of the Central 
Wool Committee — oe | 
‘+ Prime Minister’s ‘Department, 
Melbourne, 7th June, 1920. 


¢! uli 
hun 
bys 
ages 


+ 


sir 
fo gl aie 


4 _ Memorandum for: 
‘3 The Secretary ANA onan 
» yieebeeane ‘Central Wool Committee. 
I am directed to inquire, on that authority 
___ the cable described in the margin—[Cablegram 
No, 1217, dated 21st May, 1950, to Dirawmat; 
_ London, re wool control]—was despatched 
_ withoug having first been submitted to the 
_ Prime “Minister, seeing that the matter has 
_ Mothing ‘whatever to do with the sale of the 
_ clip, and was based merely on a newspaper 
_ Mr. Hughes considers that the matter is out- 
_ Ide the scope of the Central Wool Committee’s 








olicy, and that any comments thereon should 
i e been submitted to him for transmission, 
if deemed necessary. x 

nae NUN g é M. L. SHEPHERD, 
Secretary. 


_ *Commonwealth of Australia. 





A20/458 
i Central Wool Committee, ~ 
. Oe 3.., 0 113 William Street, © 


Melbourne, 11th June, 1920. 
The Secretary, 9 
Prime Minister’s Department, 
if _, Melbourne. . 


_ Adverting to your memorandum of 7th June, 
_ with reference to Cablegram No. 1217, dated 
21.5.20. addressed by the Central Wool 
Committee to Dirawmat, London, by direction, 
T have to say that such cablegram was for-, 
_warded ‘on the authority of the Central Wool 
“Committee, ee | 


‘The .Central Wool Committee forward all 
matters which they consider of interest to the 
wool authorjties in London, and as the only 
information which the Central Wool Committee 
had on the proposed Scheme was that appear- 
_ ing in the public newspapers, they cabled Mthe 
press statemént. j | ' 


*) oS led i 
Ni el? OP ay 































J. M. Bazrour, 
| Ate Secretary. 

Hey lave laid all the papers on the table, 
and they will appear in the Hansard re- 


& 









— deesagn of. | [2 Tuny,.1920,] 
mot at any 


that cablegram until the. 


province, and is *one purely of Government - 


To : that the following reply “was re- | 


to do s0. 
omissions that we sanctioned, I might 


‘lication. 


_thag 


re ( 3 aM 


} 


Treasurer. ' 


port of my speech. ‘Thus they will be- 


come public property, and honorable mem- 
bers and ,their fellow citizens can peruse 
them at their: leisure. That, for the time 
being, at any rate, closes an incident 
which is much to be regretted. 

Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) {[259].—(By 
leave).—Yesterday I asked whether the 
cablegrams that had passed between the 


Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) and 
Mr. Watt, or between the Prime 
Minister. and any other Minister 


and the Byitish Government would - be 


laid on the: table, and the Prime Min- 
ister replied that they would be laid on 
the table, with the exception of such 
parts of them as had nothing to do with 
Mr. Watt’s resignation or contained 
statemepts which, in the interests of the 
public, should not be disclosed. He sug- 
gested that I and the honorable member 
for Franklin (Mr. McWilliams) should 
go through the file with him, and deter- 
mine what might properly be kept back 
from publication. The file of correspon- 
dence ‘was submitted to us, and we were 
assured by the Secretary to the Prime 
Minister’s Department that it contained 
the whole of the cablegrams that had 
passed. The Prime Minister’s suggestion 


was that we should edit this file; but we 


acted rather'as censors, our work being 
to cut out what was not material to thé 
case, or What, in the public interest, 
should not be disclosed. We were not 
asked to take sides, and I do not intend 
-. By way of illustrating the 


say that one of the cablegrams sent. by 
Mr. Watt contained certain confidential 
figures. He said “I have obtained these 
figures in confidence.” That informa- 
tion was, therefore, kept back from pub- 
Then on another matter the 
Secretary af State for the Colonies 
sent a cablegram. to the | Prime 
Minister marked ‘‘ most secret.’’? Hon- 
orable members, no doubt, are aware 
there are ‘‘ confidential’? cable- 
grams, “secret ’’ cablegrams, and ‘‘ most 
secret’? cablegrams. A cablegram 


* marked “most secret’? could not be pub- _ 
lished without the permission of the» 


sender, and therefore that cablegram, to- 
gether with the Prime Minister’s reply 
to it, has been withheld. We were not 
asked to indorse or confirm any of the 
statements in the cablegrams; that was 


f 


we 


noe our business. All we were baked to 
do was to make gure that the material 
facts were given to the House.: In the 
file there are statements that are not 
material to the resignation of Mr. Watt 
_—criticisms of persons and Governments, 


- which have nothing to do with the case— 


and the publication of some of which 
might injure the Commonwealth. We 
agreed that such statements should not 
be made public. Possibly any member 
who desired to see the whole file could 
do so; but that is a matter fom the Prime 
Minister and the Cabinet. I assure the 
House, however, that, in my opinion, 
everything on the file that.is material 
to the case, and that .could properly be 
published, has been made public by the 
Prime Minister, 

Mr. McWILLIAMS (Franklin) [3.2]. 
—(By leave).—I wish to inform’ the 
House that all the correspondence was 
‘placed before the honordble member for 
Yarra (Mr. Tudor) and myself, and that 
we went through it without any inter- 
ference or suggestion by anyone, and I 
think everything that was material to 
the dispute between the Prime Minister 
(Mr. Hughes) and the ex-Treasurer (Mr. 
Watt) has been made public. What 
we struck out was either matter that did 
not meet the case, or matter that we 
' thought should not, in the public interest, 
be disclosed. May I add that I deeply 
regret what has occurred. Personally, I 
shall refrain from expressing any opinion 
on the case, either publicly or privately, 
until Mr. Watt is present, and has put 
his position before the House. That 
seems to me to’ be the fair course to 
take. ¥ te * 4 


ON IMPORTS. 


EMBARGOES. : 
| SHEEP Dir. ne 
Mr. GREGORY asked the Minister’ 


for Trade and Customs, ‘wpon notice— 


1. Whether embargoes are still being placed 
on the importation of any goods from abroad? 

2. If so, on what goods? 

3. Has ‘the embargo on the importation of 
sheep dip been rescinded? 

4. If so, when, and for what reason? 

5. For what periods was the irate en- 
forced? | 

6. Is it not a fact that some v3 the Aus- 
tralian manufacturers of sheep dip publicly 
stated that they did not desire the embargo? 
__%. Was the embargo placed on the importa- 
tion of sheep dip: in the interests” of. the wool- 
grower? 


clusions? 


ig igsst aa cyte ies 























8. When is it the intention! of the Mi ‘sei 
to remove the embargoes which have been Pe ed. ; NY 
on goods for the purpose of encouraging _Aus- Wa 


tralian manufactures? 


Mr. GREENE—The gaovens os the: a 


low :— 


WiVes. i ‘ , 
2. Goods from ex-enemy odintHleuan y 
the request of the Imperial Governme 
sugar, ‘as, the Government is the sole importe 
cittus fruits and potatoes, from countri 
which disease is known to exist, thus 
guarding -the interests of the Ppa pm , 
ducers. OS 
3. Yes. " 
4. On the 19th “May last, necsaee the Tar Ri 
has no longer rendered it necessary. ~ 
fan From 26th March, ‘1919, . to* loth 4 
920. 
6. I have no information on that po nb. 
7. Yes.’ 
8. In accordance with my definite anno 
ment when introducing the Tariff, all 
bargoes, with the exception sof those menti 
in answer to: No. 2, have been TpEngyeds 


ister, ‘upon notice— 


1. Whether the Economies gale 
before presenting their report, took eviden 
from the permanent heads of the Department 
concerned before arriving at the publisher n: 


2. Have the permanent heads of the ‘De art- 
ments concerned been asked to reply and r 
port on the Commissioner’s report? | 
3, Will the Government lay such ‘replies 
the table of the House? | 
(for 


‘Sir JOSEPH COOK ° 
Hueues).—The answer to the 
vee is“ Yes.’ 


Ar LMRNE te 


“OHEAPER rome 
‘FACILITIES. 


Pee Rock To Konner Ty 


sive of the cost of the erection of. poles, 
approximately, £500? 

2. Will the Minister lay on. the tabl th 
details of this expenditure? ahh ty 

3. Is it not possible for the Depar me! 
inaugurate some cheaper method of. prov 
telephonic facilities in country districts? 

4, hes the residents erect their own 
for telephonic’ purposes, will the ‘Minis’ 
prove of wires .being laid on- ‘trees, 
under roads,@or in any manner sui 
those constructing it, een af the 







> hy Ee am O aking inquiries. in ‘the matter, 
2. Yes, when they are to hand. 


vi ‘phonic service and low maintenance costs will 
ras allow. i 

_ 4. Part XVIII. of the Palephons Regulations 
ae already provides for the erection of such lines 
by residents under the conditions the honor- 





_ being that permission shall not be granted for 
_ the erection of any such line along any public 
road, railway, or track unless the Deputy 


0 Postmaster-General is satisfied that it is in 


every respect unobjectionable, and that the 
 eonsent of the railway and local authorities, 
igh to phecraneay pee been obtained. . 


De a REPATRIATION, 





a “Rerornep. RE Ae IN FEDERAL 
me \ TERRITORIES. . 

























a, ater BURCHELL | (for Mr. Hector 
Bee asked the Minister represent- 
ing the Ceareonm for soe that! Baeaalty upon 
_ notice— : 

1, Whether it is a fact that returhed soldiers 


‘ope benefits of repatriation? 
2. Are returned soldiers resident in other 
4 | Territories also excluded from such benefits ? 


_ Mr. POYNTON.—The answers to the 
_ honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
low :-— 

1. No; an officer of the Repeeae hear 


_ ment lett Sydney. this week for Darwin with 
ty authority to deal with all minor cases, and 


to the Commissioners. 

honed No. Arrangements have been made for 
- dealing with returned men from the Federal 
_ Capital Territory. The matter of dealing‘ with 
returned men from. Papua and Norfolk Island 


sioner s. 


SILVER-LEAD AND ZINC ORES. 
Mr. 
Minister, upon notice— 


1. Whether an agreement is 


jet in existence 
is between _ _the Commonwealth and the 


_Asso- 
to the ‘smelting and sale of silver- lead and zine 


ae. EES 50, will the Prime Minister lay upon 
the table on the House a copy of oe agree- 


obi ‘JOSEPH COOK: (for “Mr. 
Hocus) .—The answers to the honor- 


CHa 


able member’ S ae tions are as soo 


ae Torx’ 0. ] 





8. Telephone lines in country districts are 
at present erected as cheaply as efficient tele- 


able member mentions, the only restriction . 


| resident in the Northern Territory are denied | 


eens to report on all important cases . 


ig now receiving ne eur of the Litany 


CONSIDINE asked the Pesta! © 


ciated Smelters Proprietary Limited relating | 


3 ‘ » i 


i Supply of Sugar. 





SUPPLY OF SUGAR. - 


Me iT AZZATAN TE kaked the “Minister 


for Trade and Customs, upon notice— 


- Whether he will make a statement to the 
House as to when there is likely to be a 
plentiful supply of sugar for Australian con- 
sumers? , 

Mr. GREENE. —The local crop is now 
being harvested, and as soon as the raw 
sugar reaches the refineries ample sup- 
plies will be available for some time to 
come. “ 


QUEENSLAND INCOME TAX 
ACT. 
Mr. MACKAY asked the Acting Trea- 
surer, wpon notice— 
Whether the Treasurer has arrived at a de- 
cision in reference to a recent amendment of 


the Queensland Income Tax Act, whereby in- 
vestors in various issues of Commonwealth ; 


‘loans, ‘which were declared free from taxation, 


have been required to furnish particulars of 
interest received, and have been called upon 


te pay rameter on a higher scale? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK:—The matter 
has been placed in the hands of the 
Crown Solicitor to take the ‘necessary 
action to have the provisions of the 
Queensland Income Tax Act declared 
ultra vires. 


ARBITRATION COURT. 


ConcEstIon oF BUSINESS. 


Mr. MAKIN asked the Attorney- 
General, upon notice— ) 


1. Whether the ‘Commonwealth . Arbitration 
Court is at present in recess? 

2. If so, for what period? ! 

3. Does congestion of. cases listed for hear- 
ing still exist? 

4, If so, what are. the intentions of the Go- 


“vernment to overcome the same, and to’ expe- 


dite the hearing of cases? 


Mr. GROOM (for Mr. Hueuzs)—_ 
The answers to the honorable member’s 
questions are as follow :— 

1 and 2.-The four weeks’ winter vacation of - 
the Court began on Saturday, 26th June. The 
Deputy President is, Ee ea sitting in Shin 
tion. ' 

3. Yes. 

4, An annvancement will be made on this 


| subject, very cae ‘ 


 couNTRY POST-OFFIGES. 





-master- General, upon notice—- 


“Whether, before, taking steps to close any 
more country, post-offices, notice will be given, 
at least one month prior to closing the same, 
to the member representing the district in 
_ - which the office is situated, and not after it 

_ has been closed, as at present? x 

Mr. WISE et Yogy ob understand that ° 
no office is now closed without prior 
notice being given through’the Federal 
member to the persons concerned. 


INVALID AND OLD-AGE 
PENSIONS. 


"Mr. MAKIN asked the ‘Acting Trea- 
surer, upon notice— 


‘Whether the Government will give effect to - 
an increase to the old-age and invalid pen- 
sion, ‘in accordance grith the increased cost of 

* living? 


Bir iJ. OSEPH COOK. ae mI! statell | to 
a depntatjon a few days ago, 1 am sub- 


mitting the question for the consideration 


of the Cabinet. 


COMMONWEALTH BANK: 
APPOINTMENTS. 
Mr. CUNNINGHAM asked the Act- 
ing Treasurer, upon notice— 


Whether he will make available for members 
the regulations governing the employment of 
persons in the Commonwealth Bank, such as 
tellers, cashiers, and other officers of the Bank? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The conditions 


ef employment in the Commonwealth 
Bank are entirely in thé, hands of the 
Governor of the Bank, and are not 
covered by regulations. 


SHIPBUILDING: COCKATOO * 
ISEAND..” 


te MAHONY asked hy Minister in” 


Charge of Shipbuilding; upon notice— ~ 


Will he state hy the Government are not 
proceeding with shipbuilding at pabaeirin 
Island ?_ 


Sir JOSEPH GOOK.—The ae is 
Brooediing. but just at present the actual 
construction ‘of the larger vessels which 
ate to be built at Cockatoo Island’ is held 
up pending the arrival of the necessary 
material from Hngland, where the order 

_ was placed some months ago. The mate 
rial was not oleate ble in the ‘Common- 
ipsilitt ‘ 


e 


‘ c 


ME. CUNNINGHAM asked the Post- 


reasons he ‘has for preventing the im 


on the present moment? * 



























‘ Mr. ‘OUN N INGHAM asked the P Prim 
Minister, upon notice— = 

Whether, jin ‘view of th 
broken in New South "7 
graziers being without funds, + 
will see that dividends out of the ds 
are paid in cash, and not in bond 80" 


graziers may restock their holdings? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK { 
Hueuers).—The Prime Minister 
aes to dssoues jenn matter ‘wi 


noon. 


mee to increase: the pension asa. to f 
dants of soldiers who enlisted in the A 
lian Imperial Force, making the am 

to that paid ‘before the passing . 
patriation Act 1920? | 


Mr. -POYN TON GL: ees, 
answer .to this question, but a -repl 
later one on the notice-paper, in th 
of the -honorable member for Fli 
(Mr. Bruce) covers the subject 0 


five 


ev outst member’ S pana ‘we 


7 Whether he will Aegina the’ eer 


of New Zealand potatoes into Australi 
the great shortage of potatoes in’ the 
wealth, and the high prices that 
charged to the consumers owing, to th 


2. Has he received any commun 
New Zealand in respect of this matter ‘s 
3. If, s0,. what is the tale of the coin nv 
tion? 


Mc, GREENE.—The anon} aaa 
follow: SO a, MG Hikes a 


mitt a3 ah 
a The importation of ‘eas fro Fe 
Zealand for food purposes | under 8 . 
ditions was stopped in February taste 
the presence in New Zealand of the « 
disease powdery scab ( Spongospor 
ranea). This action was taken v 
of protecting the potato industry f 
as the planting of such potatoes af 
sion, with consequent spread of th 
could. not be il aaa fe | 





© 





| 3. "The ne ‘Minister of New Zealand sug- 


“eesied ‘that the Government send a Common- 
4 wealth officer to. New Zealand to inspect pota- 
toes available for shipment, the consignments 
‘A * passed. by this officer to be allowed entry into 


. Australia. As this proposal was not an effective. 


way. of, overcoming the SIEM Oy, it was not 
L Obes ot sama 





|ONTROL OF AUSTRALIAN NAVY. 


! Mr. MAHONY asked the Minister ioe 
Y the N; avy, upon motice— 
a ‘Is it the intention of the Common abten Go- 


 emmment. to hand over the control of the Aus- 
ahigs Navy to the British Government? 


| | Sir JOSEPH COOK PGS answer is, 
ani) 0, ancaas not\’’ 


\ 
anh A 


4 ay Sey REPATRIATION, |: 

ie eens to’ Wipowep Morumrs 
a AND Orrrans. 

i eS Mr: BRUCE asked the Minister repre- 


: ~ senting the Minister for oie ewe 


MRO notice— 


_ I. Whether it is a fact ined the Crown Law 
', garthorities have advised that under the Aus- 
tralian, Soldiers’ Repatriation ‘Act 1920 there 
: is no power to pay allowances in supplement of 
F pensions to widowed mothers and orphans of 
_ deceased soldiers as heretofore?  ® 

«2, If so, in consequence of this decision, will 
the total amounts. payable to many widowed 
mothers — and orphans be decreased upon the 
coming into operations of the Act referred to? 
pee Is: it proposed to take any steps to avoid a 
if ‘reduction in‘ the payments to such widowed 
- mothers and orphans being brought about by 


























= 


ik: patron Act 19207? 


Mr. _POYNTON. —The Commission 


Oe lk ‘The Giiowan lise authorities have advised 
that under the Australian Soldiers’ Repatria- 
ion Act 1920 it has no power oto pay any 
; allowances i im the nature = or supplementary to 
Peni. 
- 2tand 3, The Minister: suas made arrangements 
with the: honorable the Treasurer - for a special 
ay ut vote. to continue living allowances for a short 
hte period, pending inv estigation Bent review of all 
This ee cases. 









e 


BUTTER. 





ay we ‘the! Riuister in cca oN full” par- 

oo of the reported sale of Australian but- 

to the British Goversfment at. 240s, per 
vb? ie ; 





: [2 om 1920.) 3 


the. operation of the Australian ata erat Re- -representation. 


i Defence: Policy. 





O54e 


2. Is it proposed to make a compulsory 


“pool” for the purpose of carrying out. the 
uew contract? 


3. Is it a fact that Messrs. H. W. Osborne 


and. H. Sinclair were sent to London to nego- 
tiate the contract at a conference of representa- 
tives of all co- operative factories ae pet 
Australia? Yi ae ae 


Mr. GREENE The answers are a3 
follow :-— 


1, The folfowing cable has been received fc 
the High Commissioner : — 

ba Referring to your telegram Ilsé April, 
next season’s butter, Osborne and Singlair 
have’ signed on behalf of Commonwealth 
Dairy Produce Pool contract with Ministry 
of Food, terms as follows:—Price, £12. per 
ewt, f.o.b. for butter grading 90 points, with 
ls. per cwt. more for each point: from 91 
to 95 inclusive, and ls. per ewt. less for 
each point under 90 points, and extra 8s. 
per ewt. for unsalted, which is not to exceed 
25 per cent. of the whole, the Government 
to pay storage charges after an average of 
six weeks, the Australian: committee to 
have the right to supply, butter not exceeding 


50 tons per month to South Africa, the period | 


contract to'-be from 1st September, 1920, 
to 3lst March, 1921, and to, include butter 
delivered at cool stores Aaistralia till the 
last-mentioned. date. 


Financial arrange- . 


ments and other conditions to be the some’ 


as under the existing contract. Purchase of 
cheese under consideration.’’ 

2. The nature of the arrangements (if any) 
necessary to give effect to’ the contract are at 
present under, consideration. . 

3. The conference to which the honorable 
member alludes included delegates in the elec~ 


tion of whom all the co- operative ‘butter and. 


cheese factories throughout Australia” had a 
vote. 
It was unanimously decided 
at that conference that in event of Great Bri- 
tain deciding to retain control of dairy pro- 
duce, delegates be sent to England to arrange 
a sale of our cpp production on the best 
terms possible, and that the selection of these 
delegates be left in the hands of the Dairy 
Produce Fool Committee. The British Go- 
vernment decided to retain control. Messrs. 
Osborne and Sinclair were selected and sent to 
England, with the result indicated in answer 
to question No. 1. ie 


DEFENCE POLICY. 
STATEMENT vy Sir Joun Mowasu. 


Mr. MAHONY asked the. Prime Min- 


ister, upon notice— 
1. Did Sir Johfii Monash speak on behalf of 


- 


The proprietary factories had separate | 


the Government at the Br itish Entpire League’s _ 


luncheon when he said, “ That. a proposal would 
shortly be made to Parliament to provide for 
active and elaborate preparations for maintain- 
ing a huge Army in Australia”? — 

2. If so, does the Prime Minister consider it 
consistent with his responsibility, as head of 





ae 





: the Be cuit in a tot allow such an 


important statement of Government policy to 
be made by a military officer? 


‘Sir JOSEPH COOK © (for 


Monash. 


AUTOMATIO - ‘TELEPHONE " 
EXCHANGE, COLLINGWOOD. 


Mr. WISE (Gippsland—Postmaster- 
General) [3.15].—I move— 

That in the opinion of this House it is ex- 
pedient to carry out. the following proposed 
work:—Provision of an automatic telephone 
exchange at Collingwood, Victoria. 


This and two other similar works were 


referred to the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Public Works in 1915, and 
were approved of. This work was 
unanimously approved of by the Com- 
mittee in that year. One of the other 
works: has been carried out, and the other 
is in course of completion at the present 
time. 


Treasurer in the state of the finances to 
provide the necessary funds. I am glad 
to say that this year the Treasurer is 
able te provide sufficient funds for the 


_ werk to be carried out during the present 


the House being given to this work I. 


“sary. 


year, In anticipation of the consent of 


have obtained tenders for the .switeh- 
board, but I received 
unless the tender is accepted by the 
30th June the prices quoted in it will be 
re-adjusted. Knowing that, the House 


would not re-assemble until’ yesterday, 
and that consent to proceeding with the. 


work could not be secured until to-day, 
I was able to induce the tenderers to 
agree to an extension of the time for the 
acceptance of their tendér to the 7th 
July. If we do. not proceed with the 
matter now: we are informed that the 


prices quoted will be likely to ‘bein! 
The work is absolutely neces- ~ 
I may say that there are three | 


creased. 


other automatic exchanges which it 1s 
proposed to submit to inquiry by | the 


Public Works Committee. 


_ Mr. Manony -—Where are » they to be : 
established ? nie 





Automatic Telephone (REPRESENTATD 


Mr. 
i Hveuss) —-I have no answer to this 
question supplied by the Prime Minister, 
but I take leave to say, upon my own re- 
-spons‘bility, that not. ‘for one instant has 
any such authority been given 4 Sir John 


aps toe 
: scutes will say in as Stat 


This particular work has not been. 
_ touched because of the difficulty of secur- 
ing material and the inability of the 


an yotimation that. 


not be likely’ to grumble 


ister ae the eu avy phe ae ng 





























will be established # | eS 


ablet member ‘at the present momet 
which State they are to “he esta she 


estimated to cost £193, 000, an 
anus that about £100, 000 


year if the construction’ of ‘the. r 
exchange is approved of. Tt: ag), 
badly wanted. Our telephone ‘ser 
have become terribly congested 
out the whole of Australia throug 
inability of the Department to carry s 
necessary works during the yea: 
war. - We have now to pull up the 
sequent arrears, and the sooner W 
so the ‘better. T confidently | ask 
House to carry this motion. . 94) 

Mr. RILEY (South Sydney) [3.19]. 
—I had the honour to be chairma 
the Public Works Committee when 
proposed work was oak to ape ( 





Melbourne? 
Mr. RILEY. Yess! eee), 
Mr. Tupor Who pee the rep 


posed oe 

Maer RTL BY, Pe, “did. 
Works Committee recommended th ha 
work are be carried out. | 


I can assure him that if he vi os 
do so the members of this House 


asked to support proposal’ of 
| Question foo) ved ny he 


“Connon wear Riaanee — 
_ Business—FEpDERAL Y 


Sir JOSEPH cook (Parra 




















too late now to. start on fresh 


ish to convey to honorable mem- 


Ds 
. , which ended on the 30th June. 
way of thinking the year’s operations 
ave ended satisfactorily in every way. 


_ from Customs and Excise we received 
this year £4,000,000 in excess of the 

‘Budget Estimate. I have always. be- 
eV ieved that the Budget Estimates were on 





: _ eipts being nearly always exceeded; I 
» 

have tarely known them in my twenty 
y i years’ ‘esperience in this Ons to Be over- 










been aa as they were last year. 


| al | JOSEPH COOK.—They have 


roportions of last ‘year’ s figures. We 
received last year, in Customs and: Excise 
avenue, £21,640,000, or £3,890,000 in ex- 
ss of the Budget Estimate. "No doubt 
e new Tariff accounts, in some measure, 
rw that increase, but high prices are, I 
ink, largely expressed in the figures. I 
m gid to be able to announce: “that the 


























We anticipated receiving 
m yehat) source only £10,500,000, so that 
‘Increase over the. Budget figures was 
,350,000. Many arrears from past years 


volumes for the spirit of our people, who, 


which has raced over a large part of the 
_ ¢ontinent, have stood up to their respon- 
bilities in. this way, and paid amounts 
iat were due from former years. No 


ey 


oubt high prices have again helped, and 
ay shoe that we may look forward to 
tinued high prices for primary pro- 
some time to come. 


. —I site the orig Trea- 


pions ey a, in ioe Corner 
Se hes hope that I am right. .When we 
sar of butter being sold in’ London at 
240s. per ewt.,;’we can still anticipate a 
| Tl is in the prices of some 
th , The reason is that, t 
is still ‘cari and aADY coun- 








: ie interoating. ‘events of } 


iece of pleasant information con- 
the financial transactions of the 


To cess of the Budget anticipations. 


‘was due largely . to big increases in the | 


hur revenues have increased remarkably; - 


conservative side, the anticipated’ re- | 


“have been paid into revenue. That speaks» 


to-day, tho 
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dete’ are in wade of those things which | 


we, in this happy land, have in abind-— 


ance. I think we Eheuld congratulate — 


_ ourselves, not only upon our attainments , 


during the last financial year, but upon 
the prospects for the future. Of course, 
the expenditure also was greatly in ex- 
That 


war pensions and old- -age pensions, but 
notwithstanding these heavy advances in 


expenditure, we anticipate that the year’s 
_ transactions will disclose a credit. bal- 


ance of about £2,000,000. We commenced 


the financial year with an accumulated 


surplus of £3,476,478. There is unavoid- 
able delay in ‘completing the accounts for 
the year, owing to the fact that there are 
in London huge accounts to be balanced, 
the final figures of which do not reach 
us for several days after the financial year 
has terminated. For that reason the 
figures | am quoting are only approxi- 
mate. But we anticipate that when all 
accounts have been balanced we shall 
have an accumulated surplus of between 
£5,000,000 and £6,000,000. I am looking 
forward to the appropriation of that sum 


In connexion with next year’s account to- 


wards meeting the heavy expenditure to 
which we are still hable in consequence of 
the war. At this moment our. attitude 


should be one of gratification for the man- 


ner in which the people have responded to. 
their liabilities, and particularly for the 
fact that we live in a country that is so 
happily ecircumstanced. | 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [3.24]—We-were 
all delighted to hear the Acting Trea- 
surer’s statement, particularly as it fol- 
lowed upon the somewhat dismal picture 
that was painted during the reading of 
correspondence earlier in the sitting. I 
am glad that the financial outlook is im- 
proving. As I stated when speaking on 
the Tariff last night, I am concerned with 
the Tariff, less as a revenue producer, ex-. 


eept in regard to Excise duties, and import 


duties on beer, spirits, and narcotics, than. 
as a means of giving advantages to Aus- 
tralia’s industries. | Perhaps one of the 
causes of the big increase in Customs re- 


‘venue are the high prices which are ope- 


rating at the present time, and which, un pr 
fortunately, the people have to pay. 


am hoping for the time when prices wih 


‘decrease, but I candidly admit that those 
persons who are in the best position to 





| aie do not anticipate any atrial Hee, 


crease in the near future, 


TI should like 


the Acting Treasurer to inform the House ; 


of ,the order of business for next week. 
4 Finorable members should know whether 
we are to proceed with the Tariff or with 


the Navigation Bill and the Passports Bill, 


so that they may come prepared accord- 
ingly. 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND 
{3.29|.—I wish to 
Acting Treasurer (Sir 
‘the necessity for making some  ade- 
quate provision ‘in the. forthcoming 
Estimates for the construction of the 
federal Capital. At Canberra the Com- 
monwealth possesses one of the richest 
properties in Australia, and it is 
calling aloud for development. The 
development alréady carried out there 
has been immensely profitable, and 
by the expenditure of the money 
necessary to honour the bond entered into 
with the State of New South Wales at 
the time of Federation, the Commonwealth 


(Illawarra) 
impress upon the 
Joseph Cook) 


would be able to develop there a rich re-_ 


venue-producing asset. Theshonouring of 
that contract is long overdue, and I hope 
that the Estimates for the current year 
will disclose that. the Government are de- 
termined to keep faith with New South 
Wales. There is abundant evidence on 
every hand that this is not a National — 
Parliament in the fullest sense, and that 
| it cannot be so while it continues to sit 
in the capital city of one of the States. 


Mr. RILEY (South Sydney) [3.30] — terday’s Argus— ~ 


When I interviewed the Prime Minister 
in Sydney concerning the prospects of 
proceeding with the Federal Capital, Mr. 
Hughes informed me that the question 
of finance was the difficulty in the way. 
We are now informed, however, of a 
surplus of some £6,000, 000.0 lan view ot 
that happy. state of affairs, I hope the 


Government will make a full statement — 


to Parliament next> week regarding the 
“Capital. New South Wales has en- 
- desyoured to carry out her share of the 
_ obligations entered into with the various 
States under the Constitution, and she 
should no longer be ‘denied her own 
mehts.)) 1 look to the Government to 
honour the agreement, and T believe this 
- House will. heartily support, the pro- 
posal to compleie the ore at 
‘Canberra. 3 


tie second olan ay 
Industry Bill. 
members will probably be 
sider the Navigation Bill, ik 
upon that item there should 


Bene ee has any inform 
he can give the House concer 
N auru Island agreement, Bee 


say ? 


‘published in the Argus, stating that 
monwealth had paid part of Austra 
tribution to the purchase money unde 
Nauru agreement, the Acting Pots er 
Joseph Gook) 
had Eee the full amount of its sl 


under the agreement, a the. 
that caeadateyy eld 1s to aan: 


eed by me in fen) 
ment to Parliament last year 
speech I shall be glad to supple 
with another equally admir: 
there have been ed importa 
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Mr. nena —What ‘does 


rata ‘Ae 
Mr. MAKIN. Te appeared. im es 


Referring yesterday to— ‘helt dab e 


said that the. Comm 
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NAVAL POLLUTION OF ° PORT 
JACKSON. | 


bo serious ie of the yachting 


tr eatemity, and other persons who use 


ne ae ree amount of damage done to yachts, 
' and the pollution of the foreshores of the 

_ harbor with quantities of oil and débris, 
consisting of proner cases, oars, boat 





from the ships of the Royal Pe iealice 
- Navy. Should this surmise be correct, 


_ will the honorable gentleman. Wedaidar 


_ the possibilit By. Of - eatleehin ¢ the bilge oil 
ena débris in barges and taking it out- 
i the Heads? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—fhe matter 
“was brought under my notice some time 
ago, when in Sydney, and J thank the 
honorable member for again calling my 

| ie attention to it, because I had overlooked 
Ne Nae shall have inquiries made, and, if 












WOOL SALES: SKIN WOOL. 


ee HAY.—Is the Prime Minister in 
a sh BD oocticn to make a statement to the 
mi _ House regarding the following cable mes- 
sage which has just come from Lon- 


London, 6th July. 


: "The Pvehorities, here consider that Mr. 
re Hughes, the Prime Minister of the Common- 
ei wealth, has climbed down by accepting the 
We terms ‘offered. to him- for the 
tralian wool. 

It is pointed out that between £16,000,000 
and £17,000,000 is now available as Aus- 
tralia’s share of the profits from the sale of 
he wool in Great Britain; but it is stated 
that not a penny can be paid until Mr. Hughes 
accepts” the accounts presented several months 
ago, and others sent to Australia since then. 
On this point the British arses remains 
adamant. rn 


Mr. ‘SPEAKER. gees the Bite 


hak 


ember much more to read? 

Mr. HAY.—Not very much.» 

ery important— 

Further payments will not be possible until 
es are effected. The Government is like- 
- inclined —— | 


| oS on fee ae , 
oo AUSTRALIA’S WOOL. 

Bre eo ATTITUDE or Mr. HucueEs. 
| ~ Pi ey _ “ CLIMB-DOWN”’ ALLEGED. 

a a Laide ‘Special Representative. ) 


sale of Aus- 

















it Jouy, 1920. ae, 


‘This is - 
7 
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Mr. SPEAKER.—The honorable mem- 
ber will not be in’ order in reading the 
comments. 

Mr. HAY.—Has the Prime Minister 
any statement to make concerning the 
eablegram ? 

Mr. HUGHES.—I had not seen the 
message until the honorable member 
showed it to me. I notice that it was 
sent to the Herald from its special repre- 
sentative in London, which fact, in itself, 
I think, carries its answer. N 0) doubt, 
parts of the cablegram are true, though 
what they are, beyond the date ‘and the 
sender’s address, Lam unable, to say. I 
cannot say whether the. British Ministry 
remains adamant, though J think that 
that would cause general surprise through- 
out the Empire. But, emphatically, it 
is not true that the wineide of the Go- 
vernment in regard to the payment of 
these moneys has changed. For the rest, 
the cablegram is not an accurate presenta- 
tion of the facts. It does not, in any 


“way, state the present position between 


the Government of the Commonwealth 


and the Government of Great Britain.- In . 


vernment in regard to the payment. of 
half profits, I have been acting with, 
and in accord with, the representatives of 
the pastoralists, whom I met as late as 
last Friday. They are entirely in agree- 
ment with my views, and authorized me. 
to ‘make certain representations to the 


British Government on -their behalf; 
which I have done. 
Mr. RODGERS.—May I ask the 


Prime Minister if, as announced in to 
day’s papers, a definite basis for the con- 
duct of the sale inside Australia of the 
coming wool clip has been arranged? If 
so, does it cover the transition period 
between the 30th June and the opening 
of the new sale, affecting, in particular, 
any wool that may be gathered from the 
fellmongering .or scouring of the skins of _ 
sheep slaughtered in Australia? Yester- 
day, fat sheep dropped 3s. in the market 
because the fellmongers had withdrawn ~ 
from the purchase of skins.. That is due 
to the auction sales of skins in both Mel- 
bourne and Sydney having been ecan- 
celled. 

Mr. HUGHES.—The honorable mem- 
ber’s question divides itself naturally 
under several heads. The first is as to 
whether arrangements have been made 
for the sale of the new clip« It is true, 
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as stated in the press that as the result 
of a Conference held on Friday last 
between the representatives of the Wool- 
growers and the Wool Brokers Associa- 
tion, I was authorized to make the an- 
nouncement to the British Government 
and to the public that sales of the new 
elip would begin about the Ist October 
next. I am unable to answer offhand the 
other portion of the honorable member’s 
question. In part, it involves the point 
of what is and what is not included in 
the 1920-21 clip. Broadly, I may say 
that the same principle that governed the 
trade in pre-war days will decide that, 
point now. » All wool appraised up to the 
30th June will, of course, fall auto- 
matically into the 1919-20 clip. All wool 
shorn before the 30th June, which was 

in bond or warehouse, or immediately 
available for shipment, will fall also into 
the 1919-20 clip.» But wool, whether 
shorn before or after the 30th June, 
which was in bond or warehouse, but had 
not been appraised, and was not im- 
mediately available for shipment, will fall 
into the 1920-21 clip. That is the posi- 
tion as regards shorn wool, and the same 
broad principle would apply to skin’ wool. 
On the question of skin \wool generaily, 
as the fellmongers are to put their case 
before me, it is proper that I should 
defer any expression of opinion upon it 
until I have heard them. 


Mr, HIGGS.—Has the Prime Minis- 
ter any information as to the truth-of the 
statement that British manufacturers are 
ew Australian wool to former enemy 

ubjects?. Is there any embargo on the 
ais of Australian wool 
those directions ? 


Mr. HUGHES.—I saw several re- 
ferences to this matter in the press last 
week. T think it was stated there that 
the British Government had sold about 
£4,000,000 worth of wool to Germany, 
but this was subsequently contradicted. 
It was then, I think, stated that it was 
the British holders of wool who had sold 
the parcels to Germany. I am not in a 
position to speak as tothe truth of 
either of those statements; but, for the 
information of the honorable member, 
the House, and the country, I may say 
that the Commonwealth Government, 
some: months ago, took up the position 
that it did not consider that the British 
Government had a right to dispose of 

_ Australian wool other than) by auction, 


Wool Sales: [REPRESENTATIVES.] 


in London in : 










Skin Wool. 


except after consultation 1 
monwealth Government, | who were | t 


thereof. Honorable members eit 
lect. that some 450,000° bales had tees 
sold at issue prices, which might be £40; 
£50, £60, or £70 per bale less: than the 
real value. Against. the recurrence of 
this’ we protested, and the British Go-- — 
vernment admitted the correctness’ of the i 
position we took up. I am nob im a posi- 
tion to say whether wool has’ ‘been sold: 

to Germany, either by the British Gee 

vernment or by private individuals. 


WAR GRATUI TY BONDS. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—I am informed ae i 
large firms in Melbourne are cashing war 
gratuity bonds for holders who purchase — 
about 30 per cent. worth of goods from 
them. I wish to know if that is legal; 
and, if it is, why small firms cannot, do i 
the same thing? ees 


Mr. HUGHES.—I do not owe. ly ma 
ther the facts are as represented ; but my — 
recollection .of the Act is that it does 
not* permit such transactions, If the 
honorable gentleman— will give me the a | 
names of any firms who are cashing | the | 
bonds, I shall be glad to look into the © 
matter, with a view to protecting Bou 
soldiers; and if large firms have any pri- © 
vileges, I shall certainly see that thee: mi 
shall extend to small firms as well a iy 





PRICK OF MUTTON. 


Mr, RILEY. —Is the Prime Minister a 
aware that there is a great shortage of 
sheep coming into the. market Rita ‘ 
slaughtering purposes, and that on™ ‘ac 
count of that circumstance the price of - i 
mutton has gone up? Will he take ste a 
to prevent the export of mutton now in ; 
cold storage, and of beef also, in the ine” 
terests of the people of the. riear wat 
wealth ? : 


Mr. HUGHES.—Although the ee of 
the transgressor is hard, mine is — 
harder, because I, am adjured by the hon- 
orable member for Wannon to do every= 
thing in my power to see that the p: 
ie gets the full value for his” sheep, phe 
which obviously depends to a ve lar ( 
extent on whether fs wool is ee eo 
into. the 1919-20 or 1920-21 clip; and at un 
the same time I am urged by the honor- 
able: member for South Sydney to take 
such action as will insure cas on Om 










































zestion off-hand. I do not know. 
r the high price of mutton is due 
respect to the export of mutton. I 


| iO. on 000 to 20,000,000 sheep had died 


floods, that fact in itself would not be 
fe altogether’ a negligible factor in the in- 
Lata creased price of mutton. I do not see any 
particular inducement being held out to 

pastoralist to export mutton when the 


ly not more than half of what he 

here. I believe that in the sales 
> week lamb brought 9d. to 95d. per 
on the hoof, whereas the price for 
der the. British contract is 64d. 
it would be far better 
to sell their sheep 
_ export them. he 


| re. I Peahio' avarctand: 
ery one, however, must have a fair 
eee to erent his case. If the fell- 


‘i Weivieh is resulting in ie shortening of 
ey hands, if in the absence of wool men are 
ng put out of employment+I shall 
tg consider the question on its 


“Thess jane will be 
a under instructions from the 
ry, by the Department, or branch 
epartment to which the officer is 
oe 
. . These instructions are in 
preparation, and will shorily 
ed. <A special form ss applica- 
be provided. =. 


VEST. — Will the eitas ‘Trea- 
1 pene thor any Bie aM been 


1920.) ae Wheat Pook. 


at a thas ite the paston 
we holding back their sheep. I, 
able to answer the honorable mem- 


BO information to that \ effect. a 


h rough drought, and some. through | 


for oe mutton is at present 


could hardly commit themselves. 


s to insurance companies, ti 


ee Aes ike: insurance companies . 
have ‘been fixing a. premium which it is 


impossible for the soldiers to pay, | and 
that the men are anxious to learn what 


other steps are to be taken in the matter. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—It is to be re 
gretted that the question is being brought 
up in this way. Already a great deal of 
unfair trafficking in these bonds is taking 
place, and I apprehend that it is the duty 
of the Government to try to stop it as far 
as possible. 

Mr. Hucror Lamonp. — Why not let 
bonds be sold at the market price in the 
open market; then the men will not be 
robbed. 

Mr, Tupor.—They are being robbed to- 
day. Some of the men are selling their 
bonds at 50 per cent. below their face 
value. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK. — It is evident 
that this is a very thorny subject. I 
hope honorable members will believe that 
the Treasury is trying to deal with it 
firmly and as equitably as possible. I can 
say no more, 


| SPA CONFERENCE, 
‘Mr, CUNNINGHAM.—I desire to ask 


the Prime Minister whether, in the ab-. 


sence of the honorable member for Bala- 
elava (Mr. Watt), the Government have 
made any arrangements for the represen- 
tation of Australia at the Spa Confer- 
ence? » 

Mr. HUGHES. arrangement has 
been, or can be.made. The Spa Con- 
ference sits almost immediately. 


¢ 





WHEAT POOL. 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—Will the 


Prime Minister ask the Premiers of .the 


wheat-growing States whether they will 
be prepared on behalf of their States to 
state definitely when they attend the ad- 
journed Conference of Premiers whether 
they desire a Wheat Pool for the coming 
year so that the matter may be finally 


dealt with? a 
Mr. HUGHES.—I could ask them, but 


unless they were advised beforehand they 


* 


Mr. Tupor.—They have no authority; 
to give an answer to such a question. ~ 


are meeting here to consider the definite 
questions of peeerecory. the Murray, 





Mr. HUGHES.—tThe State Premiers 
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"waters, baat ben railway gauge, on one. 
borrower and one tax-gatherer-for Aus- 
tralia, which have been before them on 


many occasions, and twice in the present - 


year. They have had an opportunity to 
discuss those matters with their “respec- 


tive Governments,*and are coming here 
to. give me answers to the _ pro- 


posals placed before them. Since the 
Conference meets on Friday next, it is 
perfectly clear that they could not dis- 
cuss the question of the Wheat Pool be- 
forehand and supply me with an answer. 
on; that date. «I! am #1ven to 


understand that some of the ‘States. 


are. prepared to consider | favorably 


the formation of a Wheat Pool, 
while others are not.. Even if they were 


that would not clear up the matter, be- 
cause the position created by the volun- 


tary Pool and the Commonwealth’s 
guarantee in regard to all wheat has to be 
Pe ft Amn iable te say how the Com- 


monwealth is to deal with the subject 
matter for which that guarantee has been 
given, without machinery whereby that 
control can be exercised. That is the 
point that is worrying me. I said by 


- way of answer to the honorable member 


for Wimmera (Mr. Stewart) the other 
day, that the position has been compli- 
cated by the quite definite pledges given 
at the last general election that no one 
would be forced to come into the Pool. 
Those pledges, however, do not affect the 
States. The States themselves can act, 
and if they did the Commonwealth would 


consider itself quite free to act in con- 


junction with them. The position in re- 

gard to the voluntary Pool is not affected 

by the attitude taken up by the States in 

regard to wheat in their own territories. 
iter: 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. oi ne 
Prime Minister has missed the object of 
‘my question. My desire is that he will 
ask the Premiers at the adjourned Con- 
ference, or at the earliest possible 
moment, to state on behalf of the wheat- 
growing States’ whether or not they de- 
sire the Pool. ay 

Mr. HUGHES.—I will ask them. 


KEROSENE AND BENZINE. 

Mr. RILEY.—In view of the great 
_ shortage in kerosene and benzine, has the 
Minister for Trade and Customs any 


2554 =st«éK Grose REPRESENTATIVES. and B 


Minister yet in a Sogan to supp. 


‘promised to furnish me with a reply 

































hel pressure. | ae a 
Mr. GREENE. oe ae. ‘no infom ma: 
tion at the present. moment, but 5f 8 
honorable member will give notice of h 
question t will endeavour to. obt in pa 
ticulars for him. Mi 


Mr. 


with an answer to a question . that | 
asked him some months ago when 


to whether he will lay on the table of th 
House a copy of the agreement made be 
tween the Broken Hill Mining Compani 
and the British Board of Trade or the 
Imperial ~ authorities? . Will the right — 
honorable gentleman cause a copy of that 
agreement to be placed on the table? 

Mr. HUGHES.—I was under the 
pression that, having made inquiri 
had replied to the honorable mei 
that the terms of the agreement wer 
yet completed, and that, consequentl 
could not be laid on the table. I 
ascertain whether I did give that. 
and shall also make further inquirie: 
there is an era I will end 


member 


NS 


CASHING OF _COMMONWE LTE 
NOTES. aa 


ter in ee Depar ey te ‘math i 
what may, perhaps, be a legal qu 
It is related to the cashing of Co 
wealth bank-notes. I wish te 
whether, if a person tenders a C 
wealth bank-note to any bank he ¢ 
mand cash for it? The reason I as | 
question is that because last week o 
the banks in Sydney refused to 
Commonwealth. bank-note. _ vaca 

Mr. HUGHES.—1. will answ t 
honorable member’s question. I happe 
to have at this stage of Ae month a a 


the statement— 


The. Treasurer of the Commaheten 
Australia promises to pay the bearer” ; 
pound in gold on demand at the Common 
wealth chee aA at ne Seat a Gove x 





Working ir Juny, 


BNSN CS, eth gn 


The iaent: ‘of Government for the time 
being is here, and the bank to which the 
honorable member refers was quite in 

\ order in refusing to cash the note. 

eae ig - WOOL VALUATION. 

* Posrr10N or Woon Detayep in Transit. 
es — Mr. LIVINGSTON. — I wish to 
can know whether wool delayed in transit’ 

_ from the country, and not reddy for ship- 
ment before June,’is included in the new 


‘elip, or is valued ‘under the old appraise 


“> ment? 

". Mr. HUGHES.—Solomon is dead... I 
think his reputation would have suffered 
if he had been given a job like mine. In 
answer to the honorable member I: have 
to say that the inclusion of the- wool in 
the old or new clip would depend upon 
the circumstances... What was the 
position before the war? If a man com- 

-_meneced to shear at Cooper’s Creek at the 

feo end» of May, and if the country were 

~~ flooded, then under the conditions existing 
twenty years ago he could never. have 
got that wool down to port in time for 
shipment on the 30th June. In that 
- ease it would always be treated as in the 
next year’s clip. I am not attempting to 
decide particular cases, but I am going 

* to say that the principle that obtained 

before the war obtains now. It will not 
aren to a man who deliberately holds his 

_ wool back with a view to getting it into 
the. new clip. The question was raised 
on ‘Friday last, and I will say that if a 
man has bona fide been unable to get his 
wool down to port so that it might be 
available for shipment or appraisement, 
or to be placed in bond or warehouse by 
the 30th June, he is very properly en- 
ae titled to have it considered as falling into 
the new clip. Whether the delay in the 
transit of the wool is due to drought or 
floods is not material. The question is 

_ whether the geographical, climatic, or 





are such at any time as to prevent the 
grower getting his wool down in a cer- 
tie’ bane: time. If:-the grower is in that posi- 
a tion the wool goes into the new clip. 


fa 7 ; i Me WORKING WEEK. 
ene t Hours or Lazsovr. 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. asked the 
- Prime Minister, upon notice— 


a oH In view of the fact that certain applications 
Yee fer the establishment of a forty-four hours 








i other circumstances of this great country 


“ Maribyrnong. 


1920. ] Week. 


week are before the Commonwealth Arbitra< : 


tion Court, will the Government consider the 
advisableness of a comprehensive considera- 
tion of this question by a competent special 
expert Commission? 


Mr. HUGHES.—Yes; the matter is 


now receiving the attention of the Go- 
vernment. 


ARSENAL BUILDINGS, 
: MARIBYRNONG. 


E XEMPTION FROM Pupsuic Works Com- 
Mirren. Act. 


Mr. GREGORY asked the Minister re- 
presenting the ee for Defence, upon 
notice— 


1. Is it a fact that a notification was pub- 
lished in the Commonwealth Gazette No. 27 of 
TIlth March, 1920, exempting from the 
operation of the Commonwealth Public 
Works Committee Act 1913-1914 the proposed 
construction of certain buildings known as the 
Arsenal Research Department buildings at 
Maribyrnong, Victoria? 

2. Is it a fact that tenders have been in- 
vited for the erection of these buildings by 
notice published in the Commonwealth Gazette 
No, 51 of 10th June, 1920? 

3. Is the proposal under consideration to erect 
a further block of administrative buildings in 
connexion with the proposed Arsenal; and, if 


so, what is the estimated cost of this pro- — 


posal? 

4. Is it a fact that the erection of these two 
blocks of buildings is likely to commit the 
Commonwealth to the location of the Common- 
wealth Arsenal at Maribyrnong, and involve 
the country in a very large expenditure, pro- 
bably running into hundreds of thousands of 
pounds? 

5. If 80, is it the intention of the Govern- 
ment to refer this matter to the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on Public Works before 
committing the Commonwealth to further ex- 


penditure in connexion with Arsenal matters?, 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—The an- 
swers to the honorable member’s questions 
are as follow: 


Pee avidiasc Yer. 


4. The erection of these two blocks of build« 
ings at Maribyrnong does not commit the Com- 
monwealth to locating all Arsenal factories ab 
The two blocks of buildings are 
being erected to house the Administrative Re- 





search and Inspection Staffs for Munitions 


Supply, and will not. involve the country in a 


larger expenditure than the cost of the erec- 


tion of thé buildings, which is, approximately, 
£80,000, and the maintenance of nucleus staffs. 
The experience gained in the late war makes 
it imperative to strengthen this side of our 
Defence activities, and these branches of the 
Service are quite independent of the erection 
ef further munition works, F 
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| ‘Partanient in the near future its proposal in 
-eonnexion with additional Arsenal. factories, 
and the intention of the Government is to 


‘refer the works to the Sinem se | Standing 


: Committee. 


PUBLIC SERVICE, ; 
Resvytts oF EXAMINATIONS, oa 


Mr. RILEY (for Mr. BLAKELEY) asked 
ia Prime Minister, upon notice—_ 


1, How many clerical positions have been 
“filled by those -candidates who passed the 
Commonwealth Public Service clerical examina- 
tion held on the 14th and 15th November, 1918, 
in New South Wales? 

2. How many still remain on the registered 
list for appointment? 


3. How many clerical examinations have been | 
held since November, 1918, for persons outside 
the Service, and how many appointments, have 
“been made from such lists of successiul candi- 
dates? 


4, How many clerical examinations have been 
held for certain classes of officers within the 
Service since November, 1918, and how many 
appointments have been made from these lists? 

5. How many clerical examinations have been 
held for returned soldiers since November, 
1918, and how many have been appointed to 
clerical positions from such lists? 

6. How many returned soldiers have been | 





placed in permanent clerical positions exclusive — 


of any examinations since November, 1918? 

7. Does the Government intend to appoint 
‘the remaining registered candidates who quali- 
fied in November, 1918, and whose appoint- 
ments have been suspended, before the date of 

expiration, viz., 5th August, 19207 

| 8. If not, will the Government extend the 
time for eligibility of appointment to all the 
remaining successful candidates, to give them 
an opportunity of appointment? 


-. Mr. HUGHES.—The answers to the 
‘honorable pa oat 8 questions are as fol- 
~ Jow:— 

vA. Five. 

2. Sixteen. 


‘3. One, held in conjunction with the eter : 


mediate examination of Vong Department of' 
Public Instruction in 1919. * No Pre Lt eeabe 
_ have been made. 


4, Three, to enable messengers in atti 
and acting telegraphists to qualify for ap- 
‘pointment as telegraphist or clerical assistant. 
_ Iwo appointments have been made. 


6. One, held on 30th June and Ist and ond 


at the results of which are not yet avail- 
able. 


et ‘Twenty-one. 


7 and 8. The Acting Paulie Service eee 
sioner has extended the eligibility of successful . 


candidates for a period of three months from 
Sth August, 1920. The matter of further ex- 
tending their eligibility will then be again con- 
oe in the light of exiting @ circ stances. 


gs “The ENA ictew db to. alk’ is Lee 


‘upon notice— 


Whether he will anderen 
members who enlisted in the Au 
-perial Force, or for the parents of 
lost their lives, a _ discharge — shoy 
theatre or theatres ny War in’ y which A 
served, and any honours or. Prenat 
may have won? 


Sir Deo ‘RYRIE, 3 


tion indicated oy the honorable. mem er 
form of discharge from the: | 
perial Force. ae Q 

An officer is not issued with 7 er ificate 


rank, 


sale Bh Re " Pea 8 iy beers @ ¢al 
of those who have lost their lives, offi not: 


In addition to the notification issued | 


tion in despatches. These. certificates 
pared on parchment paper measuring 8 
inches, They bear the sant Coat-of 
and are signed, under 
Majesty.the King, by the Sere ar 
for War. These certificates, which 
suitable Tor framing, are being desp: 
soon as received from the War Office “ 
It is anticipated that when clasps om vail- 
able for the British War Medal, a ) 


‘recipient of the medal ” served. 


fe eh: 


“AN ZAC TWEED. 


Mr. 
“representing the Minister : f 
upon motice— | 


Whether it. is ‘necessary ee 
diers to be members of the Sa 
diers’ Imperial» League of A 
hoatt! can phe in bee ey 


tweed, 
tweed | Mati under the kaa) fi 
‘Tweed ‘Trust by returned ‘soldie 
ae The ‘material, Saige | 





Me, “at, eee 

Shop rae de ee filer on supliniabe to- the See- 
# retary, ‘Anzac Tweeds, 346 hes ca Mel- 

_ bourne. Bh, vi 


Quite apart from Anzac eset! Dae for 
- civilian’ suits is being made at the Common- 







long, for sale to returned sailors and soldiers 
only. The Returned Sailors and Soldiers’ 
Imperial League’ of Australia in the several 
_ Btates are the contractors for the distribu- 
i - tion of this tweed. Priority of application is 
: _ the governing factor in ascertaining the order 
in which demands are to be met, irrespective 


Wa: OF whether or not the applicant is a member 


ef the Returned Sailors und Soldiers’ Imperial 
he League of Australia. oY 


| 


_ EMIGRATION OF RUSSIANS. 


vee - Mr. CONSIDINE asked the Minister 
i representing the Minister for Defence, 
upon notice— 
Whether: he wil] inform the House as_ to 
_ whether or not citizens of the Russian Socialist 
Ss _ Federative Soviet Republic now resident in the 
Commonwealth are free to depart from the 
» Commonwealth? 
| Me: POYNTON.—So far as the Aus- 
_ tralian Government is concerned, there is 
nothing to prevent Russians from leaving 
The Home and Territories 











which ill for them to leave etal: 
: eee ee is made for these permits. It 







to her's abroad unless they have definite 
assurances that Russians will be eo tatleg 
to land at those ports, 


"INDUSTRIAL CONFERENCE. 
Mr. MAKIN asked the ey ene. 


_ ral, upon notice— 

_ Whether the’ Government meen proceeding 
with the Industrial Conference concerning 
which Trades and Labour Councils have re- 


Pres 


ceived invitations to be represented? 


i ‘HUGHES —Yes. 
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: COCKATOO ISLAND DOOKYARD. 
., _ Mr. MAHONY asked the Minister for 


| ey ea any alterations to be made in the con- 
trol of the Naval Dockyards, Cockatoo Island? 
' 2. If so, will the Minister state the nature 
U5 f such alterations? 


wealth Government Woollen Mills, North Gee- 





es Passport Fee. 





1920. 04 
- TAXATION DEPARTMENT 
PROMOTIONS. 


Mr. BURCHELL asked the Treasurer, — 
upon notice— 


I, Whether it is a fact that two a fiders in 
the Taxation Department have recently been 
promoted with large increases in salary, viz., 
one from £336 per annum to £700 per annum, 
the other from £260 per annum to £750 per 
annum ? 

2. If the foregoing is correct, what special 
claims had these officers? 

3. Were either, or both, of them returned sol- 
diers? 

4, Did returned soldiers of the Taxation De- 
partment have an opportunity of applying for 
these positions? 

5. If not, why not? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—No officer has 
been promoted in the Taxation Depart- 
ment from a salary of £336 per annum to 
£700 ‘per annum, or from £260 per 
annum to £750 per annum. 


QUEENSLAND LIGHTHOUSES. 


Mr. BAYLEY asked the Minister for 
Trade and Customs, upon notice— 


1. Whether it is a fack that prior to the out- 
break of war Commander Brewis recommended 
that an additional thirty lights and three new 
lightships should be placed on the Queensland 
coast? 5 

2. If so, has any action been taken by the 
Government to give. effect to Commander 
Brewis’ recommendations? 


Mr. GREENE.—The answers to the 
honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
low :— 


1. The statement is approximately correct. 

2. The lighthouse service commenced in June, 
1913, and, notwithstanding the war, has estab- 
lished eight additional aids to navigation in 
Queensland, and have effected improvements to 
existing lights, the gross total expenditure 
being over £100,000. In addition, a lightship 
has been built for Makara Shoal, and this will 
be established at the first opportunity. 


»-PASSPORT FER.. 
Mr. CONSIDINE asked the Minister 


for Home and Territories, upon notice— 


What fee or charge is made by the Common- 
wealth in connexion with the issuing of a pass- 
port to persons desirous of going abroad? 


Mr. POYNTON.—The answer to the 
honorable member's question . is as fol- 
lows :— a 

Ten shillings is charged for a passport inet) 
dorsed for travel abroad. After two years a 
passport must be renewed, A fee of 2s. is » 


charged for such renewal. A fee of 23. ig 
charged for indorsements for further travel.’ 


iat 


He os 
ii ye - yy wath \ . Hh : s ay : i , ‘ a 
| 25D8 yey Sout. _ [REPRESENTATIVES iL abe ‘ n. 
¢ * af u 
PAPERS. Bills or loans in Englan 


The following papers were presented :— 

Northern Territory—Correspondence relating 
‘to Report of Royal Commission. — 

Statistical Conference (British Empire)—Re- 
port and Resolutions accompanied by Ex- 
planatory Memorandum and Observations 
by the Commonwealth Statistician. 


Ordered to be printed. 





Papua— 
Ordinance of 1919—No. 10—Deputy Judges. 
(Appointment). — 
Ordinances of 1920— 
Nor4 54. —Supplementary Appropriation 
OS ori a aoe 
No. 5.—Supplementary Appropriation, 


(No. 1) 1919-20. 
Public Service Act—Appointments and Pro- 


motions— 
H. G. Connell, Deanery of Works and 
Lea nhk 
K. Steedman, Prime Minister’s Depart- 
gale ; 


SECOND PEACE LOAN. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta— 
Minister for the Navy and Acting 
Treasurer) [3.42].—(By oe )—The war 
loan expenditure of the Commonwealth 
has practically absorbed the war loans 
already. raised, and it becomes neces- 
sary to. raise-further money to meet 
expenditure in the financial year just 
beginning. The money will be used 
principally to pay for settling soldiers on 
the land, for the building of. war service 
homes, for the repatriation of soldiers 
genera iy, and for certain small outstand- 
ing liabilities for carrying on the war. 
Inquiries have been made in London 
with a view to ascertaining whether a 
loan could be raised there. The infor- 
mation received from my late colleague 
before his unfortunate resignation, and 
since from other sources, shows that, 
owing to the very large investments in 
jndustrial and commercial ventures and 
other causes, the amount of money avail- 
able’ has recently been considerably cur- 
tailed, and lenders are ‘asking for such 
rates of interest as practically prohibit 
the Commonwealth going on the London 
market. The loan of £2,500,000 just 
put on the market in- England by the 
New South Wales Government at 63 per 
cent. at par was only applied for to the 
extent of 443 per cent. by the pub- 
lic, 553 per cent. being left in the hands 
of ‘the underwriters, while the rates being 
Tey for high teas British Treasury 


Cota 


while realizing that in the cireumsta Lee 


“as Aye has certain definite yin 





‘cent. 
acute Ate in mee 
on good authority that th 
financiers quoted recently 
per cent, to a Government ~ 
of fifteen years. Tt is very doubiful 3 















































the present time on the highest 
security for less than 8 per cent. 


The Commonwealth Governine es 


it is necessary to reduce borrowing as fa 


than was. peso nae anh - 

ing efforts to reduce the cost of this 
phase of repatriation work, heavy expe 
diture in this direction will continue f 
some considerable time. \ The ¢ 


States, Gale my colleague is at prese 
engawed with the State Lands Minist 
in reviewing the whole question fro: 
stand-point, and we are hopeful of 
ing some modification of these condit: 
Present information indicates larg 
penditure on war service homes di 
this financial year, 


Of the war aa which al mou: 


has undertaken to: pay special classes - 
cash, to meet which the banks ha ve 
avreed to provide about £6,000, 00: 
the understanding that the Comm 
wealth will raise and repay the mon 
the earliest opportunity. In addi 
the Government will redeem £10, 
of the war gratuity bonds before 
of this financial year. That sum | 
also be raised, unless the German 
indemnity, which has been specialls 


marked for the purpose, niger 
able. 1 i : 


These obligations must be tant, a 
overnment is, therefore, . one 
approach the Australian people wit 
view of raising a loan of £25, 009 OC 
This loan it is proposed — to 
“Second Peace Loan.” _ 


\ 


The nominal rate of vateete 
6 per cent. Loh hae pay a 





sn Second — 
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be: given rth: the first interest payment 
__will make the effective rate about £6 1s. 
ety Dame cent. per annum on the average for 
ioe, the whole period of the loan. The effec- 
tive rate of the last loan was £5 6s. The 
rate of this loan is, therefore, roughly, 

_ € per cent. higher than the last. The 
_ principal will be repayable at par on 
15th December, 1930. Subseriptions to 
ME - dhe loan will close on 6th September next, 
and instalments will be payable as fol- 


lows :— eee 


: a 10 per weit) to hp lodged with ap- 
plication. 
20 sper cent. on 4th October, 1920. 
20 per cent. on Ist N ovember, 1920. 
25 per cent. on 6th December, 1920. 
25 per cent. on 5th January, 1921. 


Interest will be subject to Common- 
wealth taxation, but will be free of 
State income tax. 


To raise a loan on more liberal terms 
Bey tends - to depress the value of stocks 
% Br "already held, and it is but fair to guard 
+. against this as much as possible. We have 
| accordingly prov.ded that subscribers to 
» the new loan will have the privilege of 
- converting at face value an equal amount 
Moot stock or bonds which they hold in con- 
'nexion with previous War Loans. This 
oe concession is a valuable one, and, it is ex- 
pected, will induce many persons holding 
_ stock and bonds in previous War Loan 
ES : issues to freely subscribe to the:new one. 


The terms of the loan, although still 
Cah Pholae the price of loans elsewhere, are 
_ the best ever offered’ by the Common- 
~~ wealth in Australia, and are such as to 
give a good return to» persons having 










eae? 
er G1 ya, 


_~ money for investment. 
of interest offered for a long term will, it 
is believed, be attractive to the investing 
_— public. As the payment of instalments 
_ is spread over a period of five months, the 
Government, hopes that farmers and wool- 
«growers who receive the value of their 


oe 


a produce during. ‘that time will, with the. 


assistance of the banks, be able to con- 
_ tribute liberally to the new loan. As in 
_ previous occasions, the Government is pre- 


ready money to meet the instalments of 







the loan as they fall due, and arrange-. 


ments will be made with the Australian 
a. banks to make advances at a rate of 5 
per cent. per annum to customers who 
au o have a good ere of paying the ae 


ie 
a a 
ish 


The higher rate’ 


_ pared to help persons who have not the 


within eighteen months. _ Under these 
arrangements, the banks will advance up 
to 90 per cent. of the bonds subscribed 
for, and no security other than the bonds 
themselves will be required. 


The Government will arrange, as was 
done in the case of previous loans, for the 
appointment of Committees to assist in 
obtaining subscriptions. These bodies 
have materially assisted in the past; their 
efforts have been greatly appreciated ; and 
their work in connexion with the forth- 
coming loan, it is expected, will greatly 
contribute to its success. 


As before stated, the new loan is re- 
quired mainly for the expenses of re- 
patriation and the Government* con- 
fidently looks to the generous people of 
Australia to voluntarily subscribe the sum 
which is necesary td meet the obligations 
of the Commonwealth. The terms offered 
to subserivers to the new loan are in 
themselves very ‘attractive as an invest- 
ment. Apart from that aspect of the 
matter, however, the Government has 
obligations to the soldiers which must be 
fulfilled. This can only be done by the 
whole-hearted support of the people. 
During the war, while the issue was still 
in doubt, the people of Australia provided 
the means asked for by the Government. 
Victory has been secured largely by the 
efforts of those whom we are bound jn 


‘honour to restore to peaceful and pros- 


perous occupations in their own land for 
the freedom and security of which they 
fought. 

To raise the money is an im- 
perative necessity. The privileges of 
citizenship carry with them corresponding 
duties. The obligations of the Common- 
wealth to the soldiers to whose valour and 


- sacrifice we owe our lives, our liberties and 


all that we. have, must be honoured. To 
invest in this foar is both good business 
and good patriotism; and every citizen 


should, as far as his means permit, do his 


duty by contributing to it. We much 
prefer the voluntary method of raising 
the money, but if that method fails to 
provide what is required, it will be in- 
cumbent upon us to adopt other means, 
It must be made perfectly clear that; 


those who endeavour to evade their 


duty cannot be permitted to do so. 


Now, there are one or two obser- ~ 


vations which I would like to make 
upon the statement I have just made. 
The first has to do with the rate 


Penis.” 
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ne interest. The Manga rate offered 


by. the Commonwealth is slightly higher 


than that paid by the States for recent 
issues. It is necessary to offer a higher 
nominal rate because the States’ loans 
are free of both State and Common- 
wealth Income Tax,. whereas the Com- 
monwealth loan is subject to Common- 
wealth’ taxation, which is on a much 
higher scale than that imposed by the 
States. The governing factor in con- 
nexion with the rate of interest is the 
price of money all over the world, This 


has gone up very considerably. One has 


only to examine the returns upon bonds 
and stocks of various countries, and more 
particularly in London, as well as in Aus- 
tralia, to see just what it means. I have 
before me a list of stocks in London, to- 
gether with particulars concerning their 
yield to the investor at the present time. 
For instance, our Commonwealth 5} per 
cent. stock, redeemable in June, 1997, 
yields altogether £6 18s. per cent, at 
present. Other stocks, of the British 
Government, are yielding £7 2s. 6d., 

and £7 7s. 6d. Victorian 34 per cent. 
inscribed stock, redeemable in 1923, is 
giving a rate ‘of interest amounting to 
£7 12s. 3d. at present in the London 
market, while other stocks go even higher. 
I notice, as a further example, that City 
of Sydney 4 per cent. stock is returning 
in London now £7 15s. 


J have another statement before me, 
taken from the Times of 7th May last, 
giving the prices for national war bonds. 
Some of them, redeemable in 1922, at a 
redemption price of £102, and: with a 
present price of £96 10s., are yielding 
£7. 6s. per. cent. Reference to the in- 
formation before me will inform. honor- 
able members that other stocks are yield- 
ing similarly. There is quite a lst of 
them. Our own stocks here are yielding 
in much the same way. For instance, our 


43 per cent. bonds, redeemable in 19235, 


3s rturning £6 19s. 


are yielding £6 7s. 4d. on the market, 
Our 5 per cent. stock, redeemable in 1923, 
11d, Our 5 per, cent. 
bonds, redeemable in 1927, are quoted at 
£6 14s, 7d. 


Mr. Tupor.—That is, if you have the 
money now to buy those bonds at the rate 


at which thev are selling on the market: 


but. if you. put the money in you are not 
getting anvthing like that. — ~ 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—We have to 
recognise the main fact that the price of 
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collect that the Imperial authorities hat 


: falling due in 1927, and that, I s my 
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money has been raueedl very ol 
and, accordingly, that we are bona 
make our interest rate slightly higher 
There is another matter which I sho 
mention, and that is the bing Fe cal LO= 
vision in regard to old stocks. [ j bai 
in the Old Country they are ex 
some of their floating debt into. 
Bonds, the currency varying 
five to fifteen years; and Ms 
ducements offered to the public | ‘to 
vert these moneys into fixed b 
are very remarkable. I have before ; 
the latest prospectus, issued: 
Imperial Treasury at the time. Iti is for 
the redemption of unfunded debt of earl 
maturity. Honorable members will 3 


See Se 


to deal with about-£1,300,000,000 sterlin Buy 
of unfunded debt, and they are making 
an effort to fix that debt in order thab. 
they may know exactly what is the an 
cial outlook for the immediate fute i Ne 
This is what the prospectus says— 
The bonds will carry interest at the ae re 
5 per cent. per annum, payable, half-yearly on 
the lst May and Ist November, and,* -subje rt to” 
the conditions stated below, willkearry addi- 
tional interest: payable during the period 1 L 
ing Ist. May, 1925, as follows :—=" by DAN, Shy va eae 
If and when during any half-year ended 
Ist May or 1st, November, the- Treasu: 
Bills issued to the public) were sold 
them at an average rate of discount” 
certified by the Bank of England) exceed- 
ing 5} per cent. and under 64 per” cent. 
_per annum, additional interest will be 
payable on the interest date next suc- 
ceeding such Ist May or ist November 
at the rate of 1 per cent. per ann 
If and when such average rate of d 
was 64 per cent. per annum or ae) 
the rate of 2 per cent, per ann 


The British Government, therefore, 
actually paying up. to i per’ cent 
these bonds, redeemable in fn to 
fifteen years. ame 
Mr. THnxeoror Lamonn. What. 
term of our proposed new loan? 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The term i 
ten years. We have about £88 paps 
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is. about as much as we can expect . 
vert, even in the most favorable’ 
stances. My advice is that’ it v 
better to extend. the proposed n 
over a little longer period. It is 
more convenient, of ,course, to 
our loansin big sums if. the me 
favorable; but, since we cannot , 
tee future: eee oe conditions, it is. 
Br ain to aide ten the con 


, f ! 




















































ie to the — 


ct interest Aineeny payable Ist No- 
1920, will represent ‘in the case of» 
bond interest to that date from the date 
(which the application was lodged and pay-) 
Yment made for the bond, and will include — 
‘additional in pret Hh the rate of 2 per cetibe | 
per annum.) vd ee ; 


Ae Pach | ones an ‘over the 
ng eaten in endeavouring 


sity ta aN, the financial out- 
ure In the Tarmedigtes future. 


id so they are prepared to pay 
cate high rates of interest, in 


i 
} 


ea Naas the Minister say 
steps the British Government is 
jue wipe out the debt! | 


ee Beg is: cs aware, the British i 
1 ment is doing a Very. aed deal . 


hh 
it ui ae British Go- 
ner raising this: money in England? 
_ Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Yes; and it is 
1a cin a great effort to free itself of © 


arising as its eo in 


* 


ae foie ‘che eee on teh, to: pres our ‘sole ‘i 
is a ‘In some ‘States, where land is. . 
a cheap, the problem ‘is an easy one; but 
the position is different in other States i 
“* where land values are appreciably 
higher, and its availability 3 is vey much i 


“Imperial Force, £37,100,000; indebted- 
“ness to British "Admiralty for transport 


-’ services for Australian Fleet, £6,100,000; 
accrued deferred pay, Australian ‘Tm- 


of £260,000; war gratuity 
£30, 600 000. Gross = war 
eee 300, 000. 2 Mh 








less. 


Mr. Fenron.— The Government has ; 
no oversight over this matter, = |) 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The only ¢ over- 7 
sight which the Government can! re 
cise is in regard to finance, ~ 


Mr. Fenron,—Yes, You foe to. pay 

when the States send in the bid ee 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—We pay very : 
willingly; and [ hope we shall always do 

80, since there is very good security be- 


hind ail money ear-marked for thig pur- . 
“pose. But I shall deal with that matter 
shortly i in a statement on the general loan 

‘situation. The total number of soldiers — 
already settled upon the land in the Com 


monwealth is well over 17,000. 


Mr. Gazs.—How many have had to 
go off the land in order to allow soldiers 


to settle on it? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK. — ‘Of course, 
troubles will arise in connexion with this 
and other matters; and we can only seek’ | 


to remedy difficulties as they arise. 


I should like now to say a few words 


upon the general. loan situation, and then 
I shall’ have finished, < 


The public debt of the Goninon ostal 


on the 30th June, 1920, in respect of war 


services was £335, 300, 000. That sum is 
comprised of the following items:— 


. War: loans. raised in Commonwealth,. 


£219,800,000; deduct repurchases and 
securities surrendered in payment of suc- 


Ny Cession duties, £7,040,000; outstanding 
debt in Australia, £212, 760, 000; loans 


from Government of United Kingdom, 


£49,080,000 ; indebtedness to Government 


of United Kingdom for maintenance, . 


ae 


transport, and equipment of Australian — 








of troops, victualling, repairs, and other 


perial Force, to 30th June, _ 1920 
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Aphie: ele of that amount, Ceveovee 


has not been spent on active ‘naval and 


military operations during the recent 
war. A sum of £22,000,000, represent- 
‘ing expenditure on reateebin? assets, 
should be deducted, leaving 
debt of £313,300 ,000.. The £22,000,000 
is made up as follows: : Indebtedness of 
States for-loans for soldier land settle- 
ment, wheat silos, &c., to be refunded, 
£12, 100, 000 ; capital expenditure on war- 
service homes to be refunded, £4,900,000 ; 
present capital value of ships purchased, 
or constructed out of war loan moneys 
(omitting wooden ships), £4,000,000; 
other recoverable expenditure charged to 
war loan, £1,000,000. Total, £22,000,000. 
The expenditure for repatriation is of a 
character much different from that re- 
quired for the active conduct of the war, 
inasmuch as the land settlement of sol- 
diers is a reproductive work, creating 


substantial assets equal to, if not greater . 
Simi- | 


in value than, the expenditure. 
larly, assets are created in building war- 
service homes. -In both cases the 
money spent—really advanced—by the 
Commonwealth will be repaid with 
interest. I think it is time we began to 
emphasize this aspect: of the case. Up to 
date the expenditure by the Common- 


- homes, and silos is £17,000,000.: Several 
of the States have, during peace times, 
spent large sums on similar services. 
Shipbuilding and the purchase of ships 

which, during the war, were charged to 
War Loan, have also placed in the hands 
of the Commonwealth valuable vessels 
which have earned large profits for the 

_ revenue. 


The’amount shown above as owing 
, to the United Kingdom, apart from the 
funded debt, totals £43,200,000. That. 
fisure does not include a temporary ad- 
vance of £2,500,000 from the British . 
Government to meet London payments, 
nor an amount of £4,800,000 owing for 
interest. The latter sum has been placed 
in a Trust Fund in the Treasury for pay- 
ment when opportunity offers. 
‘sums will be paid as soon as the cash can 
be conveniently placed in London. As 
honorable members know, our great diffi- 
culty is to shift money from London to 
here and from here to London. It is 
_ that which is causing a great deal of our 
difficulty at the moment: it is not that 
the money is not available, uals that there 
my Sir’ Joseph Cook. 





“is difteatty i in 1 moving Bea 


a net war. 
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places. aie Sena 
Mr. Ricnarp fiwarwete 
expentliture on silo consti 
cluded in that category ? 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.- 
the honorable member wishe 
that expenditure should ben 
war obligation? = 7 


Mr. Ricnarp Foster vey | 
Sir ‘JOSEPH COOK. AE dotm 
that I can give any adequate reason 


now. I suppose. the money had 
found while the war was in progress 


ny 


of course, it will be accounted Oe se 
rately, and placed in a different catego 
I think I am right in calling at 
to thé deductions which should be n 
from our total war obligations, beca 
all this expenditure cannot be 
dead-weight war debt. = 9 


Mr. Ricuarp ‘Foster. mee 2 


war. Loans were raised for (nee ; 
poses than the mere dissipating 
moneys in war operations. All the it 
£22,000,000 should come back to. 
interest, _and help the revenues of 
tralia, while assisting in the settlement, 
the country. This expenditure sta 
the same- footing as the expendit 
the ordinary settlement schemes 
State Governments; all we are on 
extending those - schemes, and — er 
varying the terms a little, those | 

very much. eerie ib seems ton 
coe BR Oh if 
tions; it should rather be regarded 3 
penditure during the currency of the 
for settlement and housing purpos 


As already stated, the new loat J 
quired mainly for the expenses of 
triation, including war service h 
short, for Ce SRnee services, 


and Australian Fleet, and this a 
be added to the net war . 







4313, 3 0 000 Mi veriously han eemed The 
final net war debt may therefore be set 
ee down ‘at £316,300,000. 
fined Nurard .\ EL. Carrs.—Is that after de- 
| ducting the expenditure on developmental 
works? - \ 
'  $ir JOSEPH COOK.—Yes,; which in 
’ their nature do not represent dead: weight 
. war debt. . After the new loan has been 
i raised, no farther loans will be floated 
for ordinary war purposes. It may, how- 
ever, be necessary to raise further money 
for repatriation, but I hope this may not 
. be for any large amounts. At any rate, 
for purely war purposes, the last of the 
loaris has really been raised. 
_ the further money that may be necessary 
in the future for repatriation will not be 
__ very much more than that I am now ask- 
_ ing the country to find. Our obligations 
_ are great, but our country is great and 
prosperous,  empen neg the criticisms 
made from time to time. am the very 
last to take a too. ee view of our 
é _ Habilities and obligations. I have stressed 
these far too often. But when we have 
the fact that our revenues for the year 
are millions more than we anticipated, 
surely. we may congratulate ourselves 
linea indulging in anything which the 
_ Uuewspapers seem to regard as utterly un- 
‘justifiable. I say, again, that our abliga- 
tions are tremendous, but, at the same 
time, our country’s financial position is 
be thoroughly sound. No doubt all that is 
“needed is proper prudence—the exercise 
piey: care in the spending of the moneys 
' raised from time to time. So long as we 
_ proceed along these lines; we may face 
- the future with hope and confidence. 
_ Mr. Tupor.—How much are you ask- 
mang for—£25,000,000 ? 
ay er JOSEFH COOK.—I am not ask- 
ing the House for any amount at the pre- 
_ sent time, but simply making a state- 
ee ment. 
Mr. Tuvor. —Have you the necessary 















if one to raise the whole of the. 
-  £25,000,000? | 
air hOS EPH. COOK. —Yes ; and for 


mt - more than that. 

Raya VLEs. 

ae: compulsory provision in the Loan Bill? 
ma Sir JOSEPH COOK.—1I hope and be- 
eee that the terms will enable us to 
gather in this loan without the aid of 
compulsion, but, at the same time, it 
must be made clear that the money has 
_ to be raised, and if we cannot get it by 
one method we must BdOnN another. 







, 1920.) 


I hope that. 


AUSTIN CHAPMAN it there be. 


u Peace Loan. 2563 





These are obligations to the soldiers which 


cannot be disregarded, and I hope the 
country will enable the Government to 
discharge them to the full without, the 


necessity for compulsion. 


Mr. Frenron.—What is the annual in- 
terest bill on the Federal loans? © 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I expect that 
when the total is made up, our interest 
bill in the future will not: be in ai of 


£20,000,000. 


Mr. Tupor.—Is 
amount now ? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—No, ‘Bat, alter 
all, this is not the time for the disouseton 
of details, and I shall be prepared, to give 
any information required later on. As a 
final word, I wish to say that, on the 


it not over that 


occasion of the last loan, there were Com- y 
length and 


mittees throughout the 
breadth of Australia which assisted us in 
a wonderfully effective way to the realiza- 
tion of our objective. I am hoping to re- 
construct those Committees, and that they 
will afford us the same patriotic help they 
did before. I now appeal to every hon- 


_orable member to help us to the extent of 


his power, his capabilities, and his oppor- 
tunities to raise this money for the benefit 
of the soldiers of Australia. 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [4.20].—(By 


leave)—\ think that the course adopted . 


by the Acting Treasurer this afternoon 
is a most irregular one. 


Mr. Greene. —Will the honorable 
member be long in making his state- 
ment ? 

Mr. TUDOR.—I + intend to occupy 


only a few minutes; but there is nothing 
to prevent any other honorable member 
from then as king leave to make a state- 
ment, and that is what I am protesting 
against, 

Sir JosrpH Ooox.—I took the usual 
course. . 

Mr. TUDOR.—I think that the Act- 
ing Treasurer has gone farther than any 
previous Treasurer has done in making 


the announcement which he did concern- | 
I have no doubt 


ing the proposed loan. 
that if every other honorable member 
desired to make a statement in regard 
to this matter, the House would, within 
reason, grant him leave to do so. 

Mr. Grecory.—No, it would not, 


Mr. TUDOR.—Then, I protest against 


certain individuals being favoured. Per- 
sonally, I ask for no favours. The Trea- 
surer has made a statement setting forth 

















0 not only what he proposes to ao in con- 
nexion with the forthcoming loan; but 
comparing the conditions under which it 


is to be raised with those which governed 
_ previous loans, and pointing out the 
prices at which debentures in those loans 

ean be purchased to-day. His figures in 
this connexion are, I think, fallacious, 
because although one may perhaps pur- 
chase stock at, say, £91, bearing interest 
at 4} per cent., and the Treasurer may 
work out the return thus obtained at 
. £6 7s. 6d. per cent. per annum 

Sir Josrpx Coox.—I did not say that 
at all. 
ing out of consideration the question of 
; redemption. 


Mr. TUDOR.—I know that many per- 
sons who have invested in previous loans, 
and who have not sold a single bond or 
debenture, are not receiving anything like 
the amount of interest quoted by the Act- 
ing Treasurer. They are getting 44 per 
cent., or possibly 54 per cent., 
upon their investments when everything 
is taken into consideration. 


There is also another matter in respect 
of which I desire to make a protest. 
Upon Friday last I asked the Acting 
Treasurer whether State loans were free 
of Federal income tax, and he replied 
that they were. [ protest against any 
person having to pay Income tax upon 
the interest derived from investments in 
Commonwealth loans when he is not 





called upon to pay Federal income tax 


“upon interest accruing from investments 
in State loans. 

Mr. J. H. Carrs.—The public tao 
the terms upon which a loan is to be 
floated before they subscribe to it. 

Mr. TUDOR.—But since a number of 
these loans were floated, a progressive 
income tax has been made operative in 
this country. To-day the position is 
that an individual with a very ‘moderate 
_ Income of, say, £200 or £300 per annum, 
has to pay Federal income tax at about 
3d. or 4d. in the £1, whilst a person 
_ with an income of £5, 000 or £6,000 per 

annum is required to contribute about 
8s, in the £1. It is unfair that we 
should remit only; 3d. in the £1 in the 
one case and 8s. in the £1 in the other. 
_ Mr. Hector Lamonp,—-Large invest- 
Mments in our war loans obtain a return 
by way of interest of about 7 per cent. 
: Mr. TUDOR.—More than that. Large 
subscribers to those loans reap an ad-) 
i ante of ‘Tore aa 23 er cent. over , 


The honorable member is leav- 


ful or unsuccessful, - ‘To-day the v 


return | 


of studying 


ing Paste statement 7 


When we were a 
Tax Assessment Bill it 
that. if we adopted a parti 
tion which was proposed, 
exemption was made of 
income tax we should — 
taxation upon an amount a 
ing some £4,000,000 or £5, 
per annum. Unffirtnnedee by t 
the next Budget statement is 


Treasurer has submitted what 
reality a prelimingay Rippin 


anle have iar afforded an 
it at their leisure. - 
ee impossible for any ¢ 


tion sate by the Acting Trosete 1 
Gy iat and to grip all be eet 






against Cree obliged to ask oe pe 
sion of the House - to make a state 

Mr. Hices.—Of course, the Actin 
Treasurer need. not have made that sta 
et at all. | es 















ae of which the nian mea 
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been made in Comme ‘fi 
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raise ¢ money for repatriation pur- 
et am protesting in the interest of 
every honorable member against thé 
pe oN which has been followed to-day. 
a  Mheneves a Budget statement is deli- 


ees amongst honorable Chere so that 
they are in the position to follow the 
_ Treasurer’s remarks, 


Mr, Fernton.—Does the honorable 
- member think that the Commonwealth 
has power to tax interest accruing from 
ee loans? 


Mr. TUDOR.—I do. 


Sir Joszpx Coox.—Your ‘Attorney- 
t daesia said that the Commonwealth had 
not that power, and the matter was de- 
cided accordingly, Of course we laymen 
are easily able to dispose of these ques- 
tions. But the matter has already been 
me i a rained. I understand that the Con- 
stitution is against us. 

_ Mr. TUDOR.—If that be so, it is cer- 
tainly another argument in favour of 
_ the motion which the honorable member 
- for Eden-Monaro (Mr. Austin Chap- 
_ man) has put upon the business-paper. 
Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—The matter 
should be tested. 3 
' Mr. TUDOR—Yes, in the proper 
“place. When the question was raised 
some time ago, many honorable members 
who are now on the Ministerial side of 
~~ the House, but who were then in Opposi- 
i _ tion, protested against the Government 
taking to themselves the power to tax 
State “instrumentalities. At that time it 
was thought that the Commonwealth had 
, “power to tax such instrumentalities.’ 
| Sir Josepn Ooox.—If the honorable 
member will turn up the records for 1915 
_he will find that I was in favour of some 
ha arrangement being made upon this mat- 
ter between the Commonwealth and. the 
| ~ States, but that his own Government was 
against the adoption of that course. 

Mr. TUDOR.—Probably because we 
: thought we had the necessary power to 
: con tax State instrumentalities. . 

Sir Joseen Coox—The honorable 
member's" Government said that we had 
not. They insisted that we had not that 
power, 

Mr. TUDOR. ih Sa Her sriont of 
| “which I was a member, made a mistake, 
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? Peace Loan. 


I am not one of those who wid batt 
nately refuse to attempt to rectify it, 


Sir Josrpx Coox.—I am not suggest- 
ing that a mistake was made, but that. 
the Government of that day acted on the 
best advice they could get, which was to 
the effect that the Constitution was 
against the Commonwealth taxing State 


-instrumentalities. 


Mr. TUDOR.—Now that we ee a pro- 
gressive income tax, the position is in- 
finitely different frau what it was in 1915. 
If those who have been the largest sub- 
scribers to our loans find that by doing so 
they can escape the payment of income tax 
they will continue to do so. It is a well- 
known fact that persons who are liable to 
pay probate duties go into the open market 
and byy bonds at £91 or £92, and tender 
them in payment of the duties at the par 
value of £100. That was not our inten- 
tion when we agreed to allow Common- 
wealth bonds to be accepted in payment of 
probate duties. I join with the Acting 
Treasurer in hoping that the loan will be 
a success, because we must do the best we 
can for the men who went away to fight 
for us, but I hope the Government will 
not be half-hearted in the matter ‘of 
making it a compulsory loan. 

Mr. Grecory.—And retrospective. 

“Mr. TUDOR.—TI agree with the honor- 
able member that those who have done 
well out of Australia in the past, and have 
escaped contributing to our loans, ought 
to be made to bear their share. I hope 
the loan will be a success. | 


INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE AND 
INDUSTRY BILL, 


SEcOoND READING. 


Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister 
for Trade and Customs) ([4.33].—I 
move— : 


That this Bill be now read a second time. 

Mr. Tupor.—This is a hardy annual. 

Mr. GREENE.—The honorable mem- 
ber’s’ interjection serves to indicate that. 
this measure is-not altogether a stranger 
to the House. For several reasons with — 
which honorable members are fairly well. 


aequainted it has not been found possible 


in days gone by to pass it into law. | 
Mr. Tupor.—Is this Bill exactly the 
same as the one introduced previously? ._ 
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 » Mr. GREENE.—There are seu WN 
~ terations, the reasons for which I will ex-: 
_ plain later. . 

The long delay in passing a Bill to es- 
tablish an Institute of Science and Indus- 
try has only served to emphasize the ne- 

-eessity for such legislation and the crea- 
tion of such an Institute, and to demon- 
strate that throughout the length and 
breadth of the land, in many quarters, 
which, perhaps, have the best possible 
knowledge of the need for an Institute, 
there has been an insistent demand for the 

establishment of one. In some directions 

' we are told that this proposal is simply — 
an expensive fad of the Government 

- which ean serve no utilitarian purpose, 

- but simply provides a means for spending 

~ money which the country needs sorely en 
other purposes. I entirely disagree with 
that opinion. The more study one gives 

- to the subject the more one becomes con- 

- vinced of the absolute necessity for Aus- 

- tralia doing what is possible, at all events 

at the present moment, towards the estab- 
jishment of an Institute of Science and 

- Industry. We are obliged to cut our 

- coat according to our cloth. If we had 

- unlimited funds at our command, no 

- doubt we could launch out and do vast 

and useful work for Australia by spend- 

“ing a very large sum of money in this 

direction, but we cannot do that to-day. 
We must proceed slowly along the road. 
However, notwithstanding the present 
financial position and the enormous com- 

-mitments ahead of us, I do not think we 
ought to refrain from making a start in a 

direction in which so much useful work 
ean be performed. I was very interested 

a little while ago when I read a resolution 
passed by the Amoritan Federation of La- 
bour dealing with this particular subject. 

No country in the world to-day, not even 

Germany, is spending more money in ‘or 

devoting more attention to scientific re- 

search than is America. Presently I 

- shall tell honorable members the extent to’ 

- which America is subsidizing this class of 

- yesearch in many directions and in many 

fields, but nevertheless the last Federal 

Convention of the American Federation of 

Labour felt called upon to pass a resolu- 

tion in such clear, concise, and comprehen- 

- sive terms that, although it is lengthy, I 

propose to “read it, because it- sets out 

4 facts which show how necessary it'is for 
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_ welfare, whether in war or in peace time, : 








































Pw aetralie to follow the example. of 
lands. The resolution - was: as follows Pe 


» Whereas scientific. research and the technic 
application of results of research form a fu 
damental basis upon which the” development 
our industries—manufacturing, Bi ee. min- 
ing, and others must rest; and 

Whereas the productivity of industry i . 
ereatly increased by the technica] application - 


of the results of scientific re 
physics, chemistry, biology, and HS 
in engineering and agriculture, an 


the related sciences; and “the health and we 
being, not only of the workers, but of,the whole 
population as well,. are dependent. “upon a 

vances in medicine aud sanitation; so that th 
value of scientific sme yes to. the welfare ¢ 


Wheres the increased Be Ei of Snags 
try resulting from scientific research is 4 most 
eda factor in the ever-increasing tree | 


tion « can not progress ao “the usual methods of 


be research and the utilization of. the result 
rescue in industry ; and. 


and sayy problems of administratio1 
regulation now faced by Federal, State, a 


depaine upon scientific and technical resear 
and i 


nations engaged in it the nar ieligela bet 
tance of science and technology to natio: 


not only is private initiative attemptin s 
organize far-reaching research in these elds. 
on a national scale, but in several countries” go 
vernmental participation and support of suc 
undertakings are already active; therefore be it 

Resolved, by the American. Review. > Oho 


re should be foutenut in every mia Hee 
Federal Government, and that the activitie 
the Government itself in such. research sh 
be adequately and generously supported 
order _ that the work may be greatly strengthe 
and extended; and the secretary of the Federa 
tion is instructed to transmit copies of this — 
resolution to the President of the United States, i; 
to the President pro tempore of the Senate, a d 
to the Speaker of the House of ‘Representativ 3. 


Mr. Rrrey.—Labour has taken a tr )] 
lead in that direction. 


Mr. GREEN E.—I admit thn and 
is why I am looking forward to a : 
deal of support from honorable membe 
opposite, because science can do a gr 
deal tu improve the position of the wor 
generally. Scientific ’ discoveries — ha 
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been ihe means of rene Spon 
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which has enabled employers to pay their 
workmen higher wages and provide them 
a with better accommodation. The resolu- 
tion, in its*preamble, set out in clear and 
| comprehensive terms the reason for and 
ey _the desirableness of Australia proceeding 
ieee a0 similar lines. ae 
I stated. just now that we have had 
evidence from the time when this project 
was originally mooted—I think in 1916— 
~ that in many parts of Australia there is 
"a general desire that the Commonwealth 
should proteed with the establishment of 
the Institute, to afford facilities for scien- 
_ tifie and technical research. I do not. 
think the necessity-for the establishment 

- of the Institute has been emphasized by 
any one more than by our organizations 

of primary producers, who are scattered 
throughout the Commonwealth. TI believe 
this is largely due to the fact that they are 
_‘ realizing more and more the extent to 
which it is possible for science to assist 
R i ’ them in the useful and sometimes difficult 
~ work which they are performing, and this 
' has been borne home to them in a striking 
~ manner, particularly during recent years. 
Many honorable members will probably be 
able to recall a time when bullocks could 
be purchased at 15s. per head, and sheep 
~*__at 5s. per head, and in. those days it did 
not concern the owner very much—or, at 
least, not to the same extent as it does now 
| if disease entered their flocks and herds.” 
_ Although they incurred losses, they did not 
feel them as they do to-day, when. sheep 
and cattle are selling a such very high 
_ prices. I believe that many of the diseases 
that are common to our flocks and herds 
are preventable, and Australian producers 
now realize that the chief assistance they 
ese gan expect’ to receive is -from scientists. 
Apart from the fact that the average 
___ grazier, pastoralist, and farmer has not the 
~~ scientific knowledge to undertake research 
work on his own account, there are many 
reasons why it is almost impossible for 
him, even were “he equipped with the 
necessary knowledge, to conduct the 
necessary investigations himself. For 
that reason, if for no other, producers 
‘recognise that the Government can mate- 
 rially assist them by providing the means 





, 








_. whereby scientific research can be under- | 


ai taken, not, only in their interests, but in 
the interests.of the whole community. 1! 

. do not desire to weary honorable members 
_ by reading a list of the associations which 







have passed a resolution in favour of the — 
establishment of the Institute, but I think — 
it necessary to submit some particulars — 
to the House. They are as follows:—The 
Graziers Association of New South Wales, 
the Primary Producers of New South 
Wales 
Mr. Ryan.—How long ago was the re- 
solution passed ? Ne 


Mr. GREENE.—I have not the dates 





before me, but I can assure the honorable 


member that the one from the Graziers 
Association of New South Wales reached 
me only last week, and the one from the 
Primary Producers Association of New 
South Wales about three or four months 
ago. Many of these organizations, the 
names of which I am submitting, have 
passed a resolution comparatively recently, 
and necessarily all of them since the 
original idea was mooted by the Prime 
Minister (Mr. Hughes). These organiza- 
tions have directly associated themselves 
with the request that the  estab- 
lishment of the Federal Institute of 
Science and Industry be proceeded with. 
The list continues :—The Sydney Chamber 
of Commerce, the New South Wales — 
Chamber of Manufactures, Institute of ~ 
Civil Engineers, Australian Industries 
Protection Board, Australian Chemical 
Institute, Australian Aero Club, Elec- 
trical Association of Australia, Engineer- 
ing. Association of New South Wales, 
Chemical Association, Master Builders 
Association, Institute of Local Govern- 
ment Association, Wireless Institute, 
Chemical Society of Technical College. 
Chamber of Agriculture, Society of 
Chemical Industry, Royal Society of New 
South Wales, University Chemical 
Society, Linnean Society of New South 
Wales, and Master Process Engravers 
Association. Those associations passed a 
resolution in the following terms with the 
direct request that itr should be conveyed — 
to the Government :— 

That this meeting of scientific and indus- 
trial organizations urge upon the Féderal 
Government the desirability of passing into | 
law at an early date the Bill constituting the 
Commonwealth Institute of Science and In- 
dustry. 5 

Mr. Ryan.—Are all the resolutions the 
same ? vil 

Mr. GREENE.—Yes, it was a resolu- 
tion to which they all assented. ashi 
Mr. Tupor.—Who framed the resolu- | 
tion? It might be similar to resolutions 
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' ‘which’ have been carried in various parts 
of the country but which have emanated 
from Collins House. 

Mr, GREENE.—These are representa- 
tive scientific bodies, and those responsible 
would not give their. support to such a 
resolution unless they believed it to be 
right, 

“Mr. Jowerr. —They are all moved by 
the one impulse. 

Mr. GREENE.—Yes. 

Mr. Ryan.—But not) acting on their 
own) initiative. 


Mr., Jowretrt.—That remains to be 
seen. 
Mr. GREENE.—Requests have _ re- 


peatedly been received from the various 
organizations of primary producers in the 
different States for the investigation by 
the Institute of Science and Industry of 
‘problems affecting their interests. The 
temporary institute which has been carry- 
ing out preliminary investigation work 
has been approached over and over again 
in this way. The Primary Producers 
Union of New South Wales has given its 
strong support to the proposed institute, 
and has called attention to the enormous 
preventable losses occurriig amongst the 
flocks and herds of the Commonwealth. 
In April last, a conference of representa- 
tives of branches of New South Wales 
agricultural bureaux, which, as  honor- 
able members probably know, are made 
up of farmers and primary producers, in 
association with the Agricultural Depart- 
ment of the State, which carries on ex- 
periments in their districts in regard to 
the growing of crops and other matters, 
approved of Commonwealth action. 

Mr. Ricuarp Fostrer.—Have you a 
similar resolution from the other States? 

Mr. GREENE.—I am not sure that 
the matter has been as cordially taken up 
in Victoria as in New South Wales. 
From. the latter State repeated requests 
for investigations have been made. 

In the past, it was objected that the 
Commonwealth Government proposed to 
create an institute whose work would over- 
lap that of State Departments which were 
doing good service. But it was never 
intended that there should be any such 
overlapping 

Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—Then ae were 
unfortunate in the way in which you pre- 
sented the measure twelve months ago. 


Mr. GREENE.—TI think that the pro- 
visions in (his Pill to which the honor- 
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purely a State affair. 






able member alludes are phadtically id 
tical with, if not quite the same as, th 
in the Bill of last year. 4 Bei 

Mr. Ricuarp Fosrer.—I am aware , 
that. there is the germ of consi A 
expansion here. A aks 

Mr, GREENE.—Far from. dill, to 
create an. institute whose work would — 
overlap that of State Departments, _ we 
desire quite the contrary. There is not 
the slightest doubt, however, but that 
there is to- -day Oe ereat deal at overtone ‘ 
ping. The six States interest: sthenipelesy 
to-some slight extent, at all events, in the — i 
~ questions which the Institute of ‘Science — ae be 
and Industry will eventually take up, and " 
very often several State Departments are 
investigating the same matter. A 

Mr. Ricnarp Foster. raves; but. this 
work cannot be deh irate ‘It is essen- 
tial to carry out investigations mn various — ) 
localities. re . 

Mr. GREENE.—In many other cases 
the work can be centralized, and the DEP 
blem is often one to be studied as a 
whole, because it affects every part 
Australia. To obtain the best results 
some matters must be studied from ae 
end of Australia to the other, and the re- 
sults of the experiments collated. That 
is not being done now. ' vi 

Mr, Jownrr.—Is it not better to have | fae 
independent investigators for all scientific 
research work? 

Mr. GREENE.—I am not dealin with 
that point now. The establishment of an 
Institute of Science and Indust: fia the ~ 
relation of that Department to the States 
was brought prominently before the Pre- 
miers’ Conference which was held” in 
May, 1918, when Mr. Holman, then 
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Pre-; 
mier of New > South Wales, moved ie i 
following motion—' Be i oF 
That the Commonwealth Govseniens ie ae 
quested io cease the procedure at present being © 
carried out whereby unnecessary expenditure se 
is being incurred in the assumption of functions — 
by the Commonwealth Bureau of Science and 
Industry which are at present bere cmeintly 


performed by the States. 
“On that occasion, ' Mr. ye eee stood 
alone. Let. me quote what was said on 
the motion by the other Premiers. ‘Mall 
Peake, who was then Premier of South ‘ 
Australia, and whose death we all laa babe 
In my view, this is one of the big sna nein i 
which we nicht very well feel satisfied belong 
rather to the Commonwealth than ‘to. Bid ea 
States, because no scientific discovery will be ~~ 
It is mais, a quest a 
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going ce have pha de efficiency 


ments. Jf it can show us, then I, for 
I] heartily support the ‘Commonwealth 
ver the whole of the departments of 
fic research, because I think Dee would 

































































would like to put another. view from the 
nd- -point of the States. . I do not think any 
ate stands more strongly. for State rights 
than does South Australia, but we regard 
science as on an. entirely different footing from 
actical adminstrative work. Science has no 
undari es, and the operations of the scientific 
ure ald very well be spread over the whole 
ja, both from the point of view of 
etive Work and from the stand-point 
ny. What is the use of five or six 
e Departments pursuing inquiries 


nd research ?, Siu giein 


b that there must pel dneurilse be greater 
sth in the scientifie methods of the Com- 
h than in those of the States. The 
ater cientific knowledge which money will 

» the ‘Commonwealth to obtain will 
n every Department, and I think that 
ase the Commonwealth can very well 
k er all scientific investigation on behalf 
, “ipo acne hema 


nic no very creat fete can come 5 ot this 
ture, provided the Commonwealth Bureau 
cercises a reasonable amount of diseretion— 


Wtiivhokignicd by a State Bureau should 
undertaken by the Commonwealth, mat- 


‘those are left to the States I can 


' well investigated by the Common- 
Tn. matters” ‘that are common to all 
pears to me, the Commonwealth 


Soph 


N the Be tec of scientific viccbocte 
more important at the present moment than, 


inion that better research work could be done 
e stra body. 
y orld ‘who are experts i in these matters— 
ery difficult to obtain. 


man to go. into research work, the 
s would be unable to avail them- 
8 services, Although | T- am very 
the sovereign rights of the States, at 
ime I think this research work could 
done through one central body. I 


ao be done. 


ailliceh erohinge Sahih we shall have to deal 


plication of the cost of the State 


he work much bether sia gtk e 


but I do not fear that. 


. sults can be achieved. 


lines when possibly one body could > 
effectively ay the work of in- 


uliar to the State in which the urea 


nagine there are many questions that. 


ffect very “essential service to the 


haps, at any _previous time in Australia. 
Jere are many diseases i in stock that are com- 
‘the whole of Australia, and I am, of — 


here are not many men. 


If one State 
to get the services of the most ex- 


‘found impossible to’ proceed with many 


amongst the first to recognise that, and i 


prepared to ‘fall in with any arrange- has created, since the war, a Department 


might have that object’ in view, 
is in the interests of my own — 
peeks are TABHy | 






with in Australia-in the future, and they could. by 


be better dealt with by one central body. - 


Mr. Lawson, the Premier of, Y ictoriay a 
seid-— ; : 


I confess to-a large measure of sympathy. 

with the President’s views as an expression of . 
an abstract principle. It is, perhaps, possible _ 
that the Commonwealth, in the exercise of this 
right, might logically take over certain other 
matters which are specifically State functions, 
1 think we might 
reasonably welcome this institution as capable. 
of doing something which, unfortunately, the | 
States have not succeeded in doing. In the 


State activities and State inquiries "there have 


been overlapping and duplication; but, by 
means of centralization, more. satisfactory re- 
Mr, Swinburne’ S$ memo- 
randum, :which the Acting Prime . Minister. — 
read, states thé case fully. We want concen- © 
tration and co-ordination, and we ought to - 
leave it to one body to make specific inquiries, 
instead of*all the States independently investi- 
gating the same subject, thus making for 
duplication, =... 

1 say let us welcome the Commonwealth, and 
work hand in hand with it in ‘thig matter. 


Mr. RIcHarD Foster.—That is ve 
fine, and, in view of it, this Bill is a 


mighty improvement on the. last. 


Mr. GREENE.—I am glad to hear the 


honorable member say that the Bill is an 


improvement on the measure submitted — 
during last Parliament, and I hope that 
its second reading may be agreed to 
unanimously. — 


Let me ‘try to give the House very 
briefly some idea of the extent to which 
other countries have subsidized scientific 
research. Pefore the war, there was no 
country which’ devoted more time, atten- 
tion, and money to it than Germany. : 
Had it not been for this, she would nob 
have heen able to keep going half as long 
as‘ she did. Her chemists were able to — 
produce substitutes for: almost everything a 
her people wore or ate. That cireum- © 
stance is not a reason why we should sup- 
port scientific research, but it is a wont — 
derful example of what scientific know- 
ledge has been able to accomplish. When, — 
because of the war, the’world was cut. off 
from the material advantaces she was en- — 
joying as the result of Germany’ s sclen-_ 
tific research and applied science, it was 











industrial operations - until the scientists 
had been called in. Great Britain’ was) 


which she endowed ale £1,000,000 to 
start with, and vera she has voted this” 
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year £360,000. to HR it She stab: 
lished this institution during the war, and 


is using it to-day to assist her manufac- 


turers, because she then demonstrated the 
enormous amount of assistance that it can 
be to her people in times of peace. 


We find that America is doing infinitely 
more even than Great Britain. I quoted 
in the opening portion of my speech the 
resolution passed by the American Fede- 
tation of Labour, and one marvels at the 
fact that they did pass that resolution 
in view of the tremendous amount that 


America annually votes for this particu- _ 


lar class of work. Other countries were 
quick to perceive the wisdom of Great 


-Britain’s action, and to realize that 1m- 


mediately the war was over the inter- 
national competitions of peace would be 
resumed. The United States, which, per- 
haps, with the exception of Germany, has 


done more than any other country to sub- 


sidize and encourage research into indus- 
trial problems, was forced to the. conelu- 
sion that her efforts in this direction, 


‘great as they had been, were insufficient. 


She not only increased her enormous sub- 


sidies, raising the amount expended on 


the many activities of the Department of 
Agriculture alone to £6,000,000, but she 
established a permanent organization 
naltad the National Research Council. 


The principal reason which actuate 


‘the Government in promoting ¢he Bill for 
the 
Science and Industry in this country is. 


establishment of an Institute of 
the desire to assist our primary indus- 
tries. We realize that, unless something 
ean be done to assist the man on the land, 
he is in for a bad time. , . 
Mr. Stewart.—And so is the country. 
Mr. GREENE.—That follows. .The 
difficulty that the primary industries of 


_ Australia are peculiarly up against is 


——— > 


Le ee > Cee eee 


‘rising level of wages. 


this: We have in the cities a constantly- 


up and up until, in competition for 
some kinds of labour, the primary indus- 
tries have to pay more and more and 
more. Although-there has been some rise 


‘in the level of prices which the primary 
producers are getting for their products, 


we have to realize at the same time that 
they are going back again into the old 
competitive conditions under which they 
will have to sell their produce in the mar- 
kets of the world. The time, perhaps, is 


not very far distant when it will be found — 
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ein Four one 


that the producer can be put into a bette 


that, when the Institute is established, 


It is impossible to conduct the — 


ialized. 


Tt is going up and. 
‘specialization. 


the agricultural side, it takes as ar 





ny 















































Tea. 


‘almost diupracticable? to. be wit 
rate of wages being paid in the ci 


and keep the men on the ted. 


Mr. Grecory. —Why did’ ‘you not bear 
all that in mind when fs ae g 


All vies who .have any pine ea 
ance with the rural arb es a of this cou 


the sats ie of science in its broa Les 

sense to primary industries the farm 
can be helped perhaps to a greater e 
tent than through anything else. I 
improved methods of cultivation, anc 


breeding, and by eliminating — 
preventable — losses _ which — he © 
roe sustains, we-/can a 


more easily that increase wit is |, ng 
on in the cost of wages than he ea to- 
day.» The results which have been: ob- 
tained in other countries, and particul rly 
of late years in America, encourage us 
to believe that a vast deal can ‘be done 
in thjs country upon similar lines, an 


position through applied sciéntifie re. 
search than perhaps. by anything Is 
that we can do. The Government hop 


procedure will be, as seems inevit: bl 
to divide its work into various branc h 


of the operations of. the “Ins 
as one branch. The work must. be 
One special branch — 
bably be devoted to agricultu fia ts 

blems,\another perhaps. to stock diseases 
another, again, to forest: roducts, and 
on. We must have that subdivision | 
When the Institu 
established, while it cannot hope to’ 
much as America is doing to- day, 


the activities of the American Der 
ment of Agriculture—— 


Mr. RicHarp Fosrer. —It.ean n ap 
priate the greater. part of the. result 
what America is ma Omnes oe 


pL: 


5 
Ba 





pe” 
peg 
tent, but every country hak vis own pecu- 


Ma GREENE ome? can, to some ex- 
me” Har problems. Take, as an example, the 
tick investigations in America. 
ee they have done there is a help to us; but, 
; 80 far as our investigations have gone on. 
_ the scientific side into that urgent, pro- 
blo, which is inflicting enormous loss 

_ on this country every year, they show 
that America’s experience is not exactly 


not exactly the same as the problem in 
Australia. These differences have to be 
studied from the scientific side, and only 
when the scientist has gone into them can 
he tell the agriculturist the right thing 
tio do to get rid of his troubles. 


: Mr. Ryan.—Under what part of the 
_ ©onstitution, or what power in the Con- 

stitution, do you propose to establish this 
ir body? | 


Mr GREENE.—If the honorable 
member can show me anything in the 
Constitution which prevents us proceed- 
ing with it, it will be given very careful 
ii consideration. 











ca ‘Mr. Ryav. I am rely seeking in- 
Ny formation. Ce 


ms Me. _GREENE. — America, as I 

showed, has increased her total appro- 

i priation for her Agricultural” Bureau 

‘alone to £6,000,000 this year. Mr. 

ae py reree Ellery ‘Fall, the chairman of the 
National Research Council, writes as fol- 
lows — 


- Even if there had been no intellectual stimu- 
Tus,’ the present great war would have forced 
' gseience to the front. In the first days of the 
conflict the nations of the Entente were faced 
by problems soluble only through the aid of 
scientific research: Statesmen whose exclusively 
classical training had afforded them little or 
0 means of appreciating the significance of 
Ae i ‘Science, were compelled to summon investi- 
- gators to their aid in order to overcome diffi- 
ay ue ‘culties demanding instant solution. The ques- 
tion of manufacture, serious as it was, fre- 
quently held second place to. the necessity for 
e ie research. Thus in England it was evidently 
_ impossible for the glass factories to produce the 
tes special kinds of optical glasses needed for peri- 
_ scopes, gun sights, field glasses, and many other 
military instruments, until the methods of mak- 
ing these glasses, previously worked out in Ger- 
many, had been re-discovered by British in- 
vestigators. So with scores of other problems 
_ forced upon the nation under the stress of 
a war. rf Scientific research was the first requisite, 
_ and both men and funds must be provided with- 
out delay. 









oid Son, 1920.1] 


What. 


ber is not altogether right. 


i ours, and that the problem in America is. 


sary scientific knowledge. 


and Industry Bill. 2571. 

Mr. Marnuws.—That was not want of 
knowledge, but the craze for cheapness. 
Germany was producing those things 
cheaper than Great Britain. 


Mr. GREENE.—The honorable. mem- 
The position 
at that time was that the German scien- 
tists were working in connexion with the 
optical industry “of Germany and Aus- 
tria. They had worked out the scien- 
tific problems connected with the mann- 
facture of these lenses in a way which 
the scientists had never been asked to do 
in Great Britain. When the war broke . 
out, and the sources of supply were cut 
off, and the British makers of optical 
glasses were asked to produce these in- 
struments, they could not do it, for the 
simple reason that they had not the neces- 
They had to 
call in the scientists arid ask them to 
work out the problems for them. ‘When 
the scientists had worked them out, then, 
and only then, were the British makers 
of optical glasses able to produce the 
articles required. 

Mr. Maruews.—They could have done 
that before the war; but the British 
people wanted cheap goods from Ger- 


many. 


Mr. GREENE.—That may have had 
something to do with it. So much for 
what America has done. 

Canada first created a temporary. Ad- 
visory Board, and then took steps to place 
the organization on a permanent basis. 
She has now a Department of Scientific 
and Industrial Research. She proceeded 
much on the same lines as we have fol- 
lowed, calling in a small Board, in the 
first place, 1 to advise what was the best 
thing to do. She then created the per- 
manent institution which she is now vot- 
ing large sums of money to continue. 
France started with a preliminary grant 
of £250,000, and a large annual appro- 
priation, Italy voted £250,000 as a first 
instalment for the work of the National 
Research Council, a newly formed insti- 
tution, whose duties are— 
~» (a) To further research in the sciences 

and in the application of these to in- 
dustry, agriculture, hygienic alimen- 
tation, and to national defence; 
(b) to formulate and. accomplish concrete 
projects of researches in order to uti- 


lize the scientific, technical, and natu- 
ral resources of the country; | 


i 


appointed 


Gs ae a Aen hed SGba MEY oy wh) 
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(c) to furnish technical or seientific in- 
formation as required by public ad- 

Ka - ministrations, and perform experi- 
mental and theoretical researches as 


asked for by the same administra- 


: tion; isp 
(d) to establish constant liaison by means 
of Italian and foreign delegates with 
similar foreign organizations; and 
(e) to furnish to the Army and Navy 
scientific, technical, and industrial 
data relating to national defence. 


As regards Japan, the war gave great 
impetus to manufacturing industries in 


that country; and to secure greater 
national efficiency the Government two 


years ago undertook the establishment of - 


a National Physical Laboratory, with an 
initial endowment of £500,000, and a 
similar further.sum at a later date. .A 
Japanese dyestuffs industry has been 
established, with a capital of £800,000, 
on which the Government guaranteed 8 
per cent. Similarly the glycerine indus- 
try has been handsomely subsidized. 
South Afriea, New Zealand, Sweden, 
Belgium, and other countries are all tak- 
ing steps for the same purpose and with 
the same ideas as actuate us, for the 
development of their resources on scien- 
tific and economic lines. 
' Mr. Hieas.—How much does the Min- 
ister propose to spend on this proposal ? 
Mr. GREENE.—1I do not think that 


consideration should interfere in any way 
with the views of the House as to the pass- 


ing of the Bill, The question as to how 
much we can wisely afford to grant this 
Institute, year by year, will have to be 
dealt with by the House when the Hsti- 
mates are before us. 

Mr. Ricuarp: Foster.—But there is no 
reason why the Minister should not tell 
us approximately the expenditure with 
which the Government propose to start. 


Mr. GREENE.—I am not in a position 


at present to give the House that mforma- 
tion, since the Director has not yet been 
appointed. I am heping that he will be 

in time to enable us to obtain 
from him some idea of what he proposes 
to do in the first year, so that we can 
then consider what. amount will be neces- 
sary to give him reasonable opportunity 
to carry out some useful work. Rather 


than spread the Director’s activities over 


a very wide area in the first place— 
rather than that he should spend a little 
money here and a little money there— 
it would be better, I think, to give him 


Ti m,' 


inquiry, that there are in Austra. 


templated that the, Director, when 


would then call to his counsel men 


_duty:of bringing all these into ¢ 
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sufficient. funds to enable him to dea 
thoroughly with one or more matters. 
Mr. Bamrorp.—Has the Minister.in his — 
mind at the present time the | 
suitable person for the po 
Mr. GREENE.—I hope that we 
secure a competent man, combining | 
own person, not oly some scientific - 
ledge, but business ability and 
trative skill. It is not possible 
announce the name of the gentlema 
be appointed, since the Government 
not make an appointment until P 
ment has passed the Bill. One can 
say, in answer to the honorable memb 


limited number of men who poss 
could fill the position if they were f 

to do so. TEGAN Taney 
Mr. Hay.—Are the Government pre- 
ty Board 


i 


cluded in this Bill statutory provision for 
the appointment of Advisory Councils. — 
The reason for this is that we feel that no 
one Advisory Council could cover 
whole field of scientific research. It is con- 


pointed, will specialize his work, and 
it will be necessary to appoint a 5] 
man to ‘deal with such a subject as 
culture. That having ,been done, 


knew something of the-subject. =) 


Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—He will 
to associate with him in his work the 
isting State Councils. © 1p aca 

Mr. GREENE.—The State De 
ments of Agriculture have their ex 
and the Director will be charged wi 


i 


tion with himself. I wish to make 
that the terms of the Bill do not 





vert his doing, so. i aienie a eivie 
‘Mr. Jowzrr.—But that will be 
optional on. his; part?) s. 7. ae 
Mr. GREENE.—Yes. The Bill, 2 
previously framed, laid it down that 
must be Advisory Councils. If, ho 
these Advisory Oouncils were to eo 















 : all its bratalied they would be 
9 ul wieldy as to render it impossible to 
stain the best results. What is pro- 
ie is that instead of having Advisory 
yuncils created by Statute—which would 
‘mean that certain interests would have 
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6 make these councils altogether un- 
wieldy—the Director shall be left free 
_ ‘to call to his counsel in regard to the 
e particular . problems that have to be stu- 
died from time to time such men as may 
be. considered desirable. ‘ 
Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—And he will 
be free to benefit from the existing work 
of the ‘Universities. 


Mr. GREENE. —Certainly. It is 
, Vgtentehs: that in this way we shall secure 
e ah, tons and speedier results, and probably 
neur far less~ expenditure, than if we 
ereated councils which, however large, 
within reason, they might be made, 
Ae could not possibly cover the whole 
é ws ground. That, briefly, is what we have 
or Im our minds, and it was that considera- 
tion which actuated the Government in 
ae from the Bill the statutory 

‘Provision for Advisory Councils. Under 
3 “a such a system it would have been neces- 
sary to have. a large number of men 
“on a council. Only one of that num- 
ber might know anything of a par- 
Stic lar subject with which the Director 
wa dealing, when perhaps he should 
have eight or nine men gathered from 
all parts of Australia to advise and as- 
sist him in regard to it. 


GUE RR i afraid that I have not been al- 
bs mowsther a popular Minister with the 
gentlemen who have very kindly 
_ ‘sented to act as an Advisory Council for 
some time past. Those gentlemen did 
_@ great deal of preliminary investigation 
work, and, naturally, having laid the 
foundation, they were very anxious to 
see the edifice raised. They wanted: to 
"proceed, but, as the Minister charged 
iG tor the oyee being with the administra- 
‘tion of the Department, I felt that until 


s 


‘Parliament had definitely authorized the 


) 























for me, notwithstanding that 
ae were het. exceeding the vote passed 
i Dy. Parliament, i in respect-of the year, ta 
permit expenditure on “work which 
uld necessarily commit Aa country 


ae Jou, 1920.) 


iof the Institute. 


to be left unrepresented, unless we were 


con-' 78°: 


| b-eintion eae of this institution, it would. — 
ing 


Acting | 


and Industry Bill. 





‘’m accordance with that rule, I have 
pulled them up time after time. I have 


said to these gentlemen, 
minary investigations have been very use- 


ful, but there you must stay until Par- 


liament has authorized the establishment 
You must not start 
upon a career which, having been en- 
tered upon, will necessarily result in the 
country being committed to expenditure 
in years to come.’’ JI make this state- 
ment quite frankly. 

Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—They have 
rendered very excellent. service. 


Mr. GREENE.—They have, and the 


‘country is indebted to them for the work 


they have done. 
~ Mr. 
enished University men? 

‘Mr. GREENE—Most, but not all of 
them were. Mr. ‘Delprat, for instance, 
was not a University man, and Dr. 
Cameron, who is connected with the 
Victorian Department of Agriculture, 
and others, were not associated with the 
University. 

Mr. Corser.—They have paved the 
way for the future. 

Mr. GREENE. They have at all 
events laid the foundations for future 
operations in respect of quite a number 
of investigations to which I hope to refer, 
and have done a ereat deal of most 
useful preliminary “work. There has 


been only one exception to the 
general rule which, as I said a 
few moments ago, I have followed 
in regard to their expenditure, and 


that ig im respect of the prickly pear im- 
vestigation, to which the Commonwealth 
was committed some considerable time 
Honorable members are no doubt 
aware that the Governments of Queens- 


land and New South Wales avreed with — 


us to expend some £8,000 a year on the 
prickly pear investigation. When one 
considers the enormous damage that this 
pest has done, 
recognise that if by an expenditure of 
£1, 000,000 we could rid ourselves of it, 


we should have paid very little for the 
solution of such a problem. 


Mr. Jowrerr.—Is not the pest spread- 
in Australia to the ‘ 
1,000,000.acres a year ? 

Mr. GREENE.—There are 


practically useless. The pest is gaining 


| 


JowETr.—Were they not distins 


and ‘is doing, one must. 


extent of a 


in Aus- 
tralia 23,000,000 acres of fine pastoral 
eountry chumredcnpink prickly pear, and 
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ati the rate of | ,000, 000 acres per annum. 
I do not say we are going to spend ~ 
£1,000,000 in the next five years in try- 
ing to rid ourselves of it, but if by such 
an expenditure ~ within that period we 
discovered some means. of effectively 


_ dealing with the prickly pear, we should 


have got off very cheaply. 

Mr. Marsews.—The Economy ee 
would: not say “‘ Hear, hear! 1’ to such an 
expenditure, 


Mr. GREENE.—I1 think it would. We 


have this pest creeping steadily over the 
face of the land. The honorable meth- 
ber for Grampians (Mr. Jowett) and 


others who have_seen the prickly pear 


_ country know that it is practically use- 
_léss. We have no means at our dis- 


posal of turning it to any account what-. 


ever unless the land be of great agricul- 
tural value. In that case’ it will pay 
to clear, but it will not pay to ‘clear pas- 
toral land of the pest. 

Mr. 
has not been cleared of the pest. 

“Mr. GREENE.—Some of the more 
valuable agricultural lands have. been 
cleared. ; 

Mr.~.Fenron.—What is the 
ment of Queensland doing to prevent 
the spread of the pest on private pro- 
perty ? 

Mr. GREENE.—The Government of 
Queensland have done many things in 
connexion with the prickly-pear pest. 
Honorable members are, no doubt, aware 
that for country infested with prickly 
pear in Queensland many leases have 
been issued under pear conditions, and 
the honorable member for West Syd- 
ney (Mr. Ryan) will be able to say better 
than I can whether those conditions have 
been complied with or not. The investi- 
gations, so far as they have been under- 
taken, by the Queensland Government 
and ou? experience tend to show that 
there are no mechanical means by which 
the pest can be dealt with. 


‘pear plant can be put. If’the fibre were 
of use for industrial purposes, or if the 
plant contained, in sufficient quantities, 
a drug or any\ substance for which there 
would be a commercial demand, the pro- 
blem of eradicating the . pest. would not 
be so difficult of solution, ie 

Mr. Bowpren:—Is it. not used for 
fodder? : 


[REPRESEN TATIVES. ] i 


troduced 
Queensland, in the hope that it. 


-cochineal insect proved to be some 


JoweEttr.—Even agricultural land 


Govern-. 


They have. 
also tended to show that there is no- 
utilitarian purpose to which the prickly- 





iN ‘ 
ih: , a st + oe } 
A a Hh rat 5 
ye a ae ea 
a ae | 
Mr. oven roe | not being 
























vated in California to” 


, Mr. GREENE. “The: Lome ble: m 
ber refers to a different cactus altogether. 
If any commercial use could be made of 
ue plant, something might be done with x 

; but all the investigations, i. 


bah 
ie show that there is ae 


land Government some liktto ‘ium 
the cochineal Insect 
destroy the’ prickly pear. However, t 


of an epicure. There is one partic 
ote of pear which the insect liked, 


but it re left a true “prickly 
severely alone. — pay 


Mr. Gorser.—It has ene fd 
ants liked the cochineal insects 80 
that as have killed them ae 


can he found which ll pee 
prickly pear. A committee is bu 
vestigating the problem in Amerie 
this fa ecar! a a Its? 


canny sdenhed, ey vie me 
caused to Australia year\by yea 
the spread of this national pest 
areas of the country. = 


Apart altogether from tpeobleiial 
nected with diseases in stock and pes 
various kinds, most of which, I b 
were imported to this country, th 
vast field for research, which, | 
will. ultimately yield. great Tes 
connexion with our forests and. 
all our flora. Honorable mem 
aware that the flora of this co 
for the most part, peculiar to J 
and is not found anywhere els 
world he. Bue are 









- sidered. the 


D cecahliekniene of forest rediats labora 


tories in different parts of Australia will 


‘ultimately reveal that we have in our 


ete as has been proved to be the case 
I feel’ 


in other countries, vast wealth. 


satisfied that in that particular direction 


_ there is not only a vast field for research, 
ane that in all human probability that 
research will reveal sources of great wealth 
to this country. | 


Then, of course, there is to be con- 
immense assistance. that 


 selence can afford to our manufacturing 
. industries. This proposal is primarily con- 


nected with assistance to our agricultural 


industries. Action in this ‘direction was 
originally suggested in this Parliament 
through a desire to help agriculture, and 
honorable members will recollect that 
many years ago the present Minister for 
Works and Railways (Mr. Groom) was 


associated in’ this Louse with the intro- 


% A gricultural Bureau. 


duction of a Bill for the creation of an 
The purpose then 
in view is covered by the measure now 


under consideration, but I am satisfied 


éy, that scientists can also assist our manufac- 
' turing industries very materially in the 


ats ‘3 : 


Ne 2 eee 


Se AL 


future. 
-menibers by pointing out the many direc- 
_ tions in which science can come to the aid 
of industry. 
aid we shall also be assisting our primary 
de producing industries. The more readily 


I do not wish to delay honorable 


Indirectly, in giving such 


_ the primary products of this country, 
_ varied as they are, can be turned to use, 
_ the better it will be for the man on the 
land im all his various activities. 


Sit be take, for instance, the manufacture 
of leather. The more leather that is 
tanned in this country , the better. But 


oath, are all sorts of problems connected 


_ with the tanning of leather in Australia 


_ from a scientific point of view which have 
never ye been properly worked out. 
| ‘There are peculiarities in connexion with 
our tanning material, our climatic and 
other conditions, which create special 
_ chemical problems in connexion with the 
* manufacture of leather. These are 
_ specially” difficult proplens: which can 


_. only be properly solved by scientific in- 
_ vestigation, and until they are solved the 


Os _ best results cannot be obtained. 






Scientists can assist ian a abbarers in 
the working up of our metals. It is 


now that there are peculiarities asso- 
ciated with the metals of every country. 
One matter of considerable importance is’ 
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and Industry Bill. 


ant } . - 
the temperature at which various processes 


should be carried out. The temperature 
has to be assimilated to the particular 
class of material that is being dealt with. 
All these are matters of scientific re- 
search, and the ordinary manufacturer 
has not the apparatus or the knowledge to 
carry out this work of research. In scores 
of instances where bad work is turned out 
the manufacturer blames the material at 
his command, when, as a matter of fact, 
the fault is due, not to the material, but 
to the fact that the process of manufac- 
ture followed is not adapted to the ma- 
terial used. 

Mr. Matuews.—tThe, fault in any 
cases is due to the material. 


Mr. GREENE.—I am spaniiue apes 


our raw products. They are all right, 
but the processes of manufacture some- 


times followed are not what they should 


be. 

Mr. Grecory.—If our manufacturers 
are to depend upon a Government insti- 
tute to supply them with that sort of 
knowledge, they will be going back a 
long time. 


Mr. Ropcrers.—The State does not seb 


out to teach those engaged in industries 
how to carry them on. 

Mr. GREENE.—I say that these are 
matters that can be dealt with by scien- 
tifie research. In such eases, the Direc- 
tor might engage an expert to carry out 
necessary experiments in a laboratory, or 
might call together those engaged in a 
particular industry, and say, “ Here is a 
problem connected with your industry, 
and if you each contribute so much we can 
establish a laboratory at a certain point 
to investigate that problem.” 

Mr. Latrp Suiru.—That is core to a 
minor degree now. § 4 

Mr. GREENE.—That is so. An that 
IT suggest is that there are avenues in 
which scientific research can be made 
of immense assistance to our manufac- 
turing industries, and indirectly to the 
primary industries with which they are 
concerned. If by applied science the 
manufacturer is enabled to use his raw 
material ‘to better advantage, the primary 
industry supplying the raw material 
will be benefited thereby. _ 

- Mr. Roperrs.—There is an excellent 


example in what the manufacturer has | 
done for the sugar industry, but that has — 


been done. under private auspices. 
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‘Mr GREENE Sicsenpanas 


er bi chemical work done by the 


try generally. 
Manufacture to-day have not sufficient 


Colonial Sugar Refining Company in 
connexion with the manufacture of sugar 
has been of vast importance to the indus- 
Many persons engaged in 


‘capital to employ technical experts to 


_ stitute, 


‘earry out the scientific work necessary to 
In those cases the Go- — 


their industry. 
vernment ean, through the proposed In- 
eome. to their aid. They can 
give them direct assistance, or, as I have 
suggested, by calling them together work 


in co-operation with them in the solving - 


of their problems. 

_In reference to the subject of the co- 
operation of the Commonwealth and the 
States, I anticipate from the experience 
we have had in the past that we shall 


not find any great difficulty in securing 


the fullest co-operation of the various 
State Departments, in’ respect. to the 
activities of this kind that have so far 
been carried on, and I am satisfied that, 


‘in regard to new problems, we shall also 


be able to secure their full co-operation. 
Mr. Roncrrs.—Has any definite basis 
for that co-operation yet been arranged? 
Mr. GREENE.—I must say ‘‘Yes’’ 
and. ‘‘No’’ to that question, The Ad- 
visory Council had no real administrative 
power, but they worked in co-operation 
with the State Departments wherever co- 
operation was found possible. There has 
been no definite basis laid down. Each 
problem has been treated as it arose ac- 
cording to the peculiar conditions it pre- 
sented. I give the following instances of 
matters in connexion with which the 


States have co-operated with the Advisory 


Council of Science and Industry in in- 


vestigations that have so far been under- 


taken. 
In New South Wales, in connexion with 


te prickly-pear scheme ; the white-ant 


cattle tick dips; worm nodules 


pest ; 


disease; forest products; sorghum for 


-aleohol; tanning methods; yeasts and 
bread making; blowfly pest; and macro- 
gamia. 


‘Mr. Rremarp Foster. —What is that? 
Mr. GREENE’.—The macrozamia is a 
hand. of palm from which, I think, resin 
and Pes are extracted. | 
Mr. Hay.—No, the macrozamia is 
another’ species. altogether. The grass 
tree is the plant from aaa bans gum is 


j extracted. 





els 


’ investigations; 


free to proceed. 


will not ee nk 


























State, fe Sa in 
viticultural problems at. 
contagion 
eattle ; paper pulp -~ 
tuberculosis in stock. 

We have co-operated with 
in connexion with the prickl 
growing ; blow-fly pest; castot n 
ae bark sige mechan oneal 0 


been EOE AS resin, 
stock, and paper pulp invention 
Western Australia, clays and potte 
paper pulp, forest products, cattle 
pest, Kimberley, horse disease; and in T¢ 
mania, viyae hire in ya ie 


to RABE AHN in these vive 
Generally speaking, we found. th " 
not ‘only willing but most anxlo i 
operate with us. one 


Mr. Ropeurs. —Some hor 7 
anxious to avoid ‘Gnancial d ene 


co-operation had et pi 

Mr. GREENE.—I¢ is extremely di 
cult to arrange what the honorable me 
ber calls a definite basis of co. 
I think that all that is posst 
when a particular problem 
shall approach the States, an 
you co- PDEA te with us in | 


Mr. Jowrtt Sump 
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i my eae tne laaie will, “eo-operate 
i with them; otherwise, i will start on its 
* own account. 

RAY xa GREENE ne matter Be be 
ter mined on its merits. — 

mar.) Ricrarp Foster. —Co-operation 
> a c aids vitally on the attitude of Fede- 
Mais 23 1 Ministers to the States. 







: ie so many pare sins laid at pee door 
that it is a hardship to make that addi- 
_ tional charge against him. I assure hon- 
-- orable members that there is an anxiety 
on the part of the Commonwealth and 
_ the States to co-operate in these matters, 
fr and I have instanced problems in regard 
_ to which we have already had full co- 
operation. The tick problem is one of 
‘them. Both New South Wales and 
Oe Queensland had been carrying on scien- 
i tific Investigations, and Western Austra- 

- lia was doing something, although not 
i very much, 












ei taste, a great death” 
BO My. GREENE.—At any rate, all three 


Hh: 


Were only too (ei that the scientific side 


by one body. T This arrakeomant did not 
interfere for a moment with those active 
“practical Operations which the States 
‘were’ conducting. The Commonwealth 
- did not attempt to take over from New 
+ ‘South Wales and Queensland their tick 
ae administration. 

Mr. Bowpry.—Did the Common- 
dean duplicate the work the States were 
doing? a 

‘Mr, GREENE .—No; it was agreed 

2 “that certain scientific problems which 
the tick question. presented should be in- 
Westigated | by the Institute of Science and 
hoe ate in co-operation with the State 
authorities. Such a. / co-operative effort 
must mean a concentration of brains, 










which will, in the long run, give better — 


- results. her would the continuance of i in- 
"dependent investigations, 


Mr. Ropvexrrs.—If a State finds itself 
aoe Cente to meet the expense of continuing 
such | investigations, does the Common- 
: wealth, before taking-up the problem, 
arrange to get the benefit of the past 
| “hee done se the State? A 






States were doing something, ‘and they 
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on all oceasions. 


particular problem, the whole of the 
ascertained data is placed at the disposal 


of the Committee of scientific experts 


who ere called upon to deal with the 
matter. Armed with that knowledge, 


the Committee commences its researches, 
investigation 19: 


After ll, scientific. 
largely a process of elimination. 


Mr. Ropezrs.—That is so; but we wish 
to avoid the expenditure of money on 
ground that has been already trodden. 


Mr. GREENE.—Expenditure of that 
kind is avoided. For instance, in dealing 


with the tick problem, the expert Commit 


tee will not start de novo, ignoring those 
results which have been already worked 
out. They will have regard to the history 
of previous investigations, 
given perhaps negative results, or results 


which, whilst not actually positive, yet 


OST 
‘Mir. GRERNE- That las been dena 


Once an agreement has 
been made to co-operate in respect of any 


which have — 


give hope that further research along the 


same lines will lead to a definite discovery. 


At times ‘it is right to go over a certain. . 


area of the ground previously covered 11 
order to pick up the connecting link be 
fore proceeding. 
just as anxious to avoid unnecessary ex- 
penditure in the field of scientific research 
as anywhere else. 
we get at the head of this Institute the 
right type of man—one who has the sense 


to discriminate -between what may be 


galled merely abstract scientific research, 
which will lead to no practical result, and 
other research, which is intensely prac- 
‘tical, and aims at definite practical ends, 


The Government aré /<’ 


I feel confident that if 





a man With the necessary broadminded- 


ness, scientific training, and business and ~ 


administrative ability—we shall have very 
little difficulty in steering clear of that 
avoidable expenditure which yields no 
‘commercial result. Nobody recognises 
better than I do that in this field of scien- 


- tific research it is possible to engage in an | 
orgy of expenditure which will lead to no ~ 


practical good. At the same time, one 


has to admit that the world owes to ab- 


stract scientific investigation some of the 
greatest discoveries 


all scientific 


of modern times, 
What we are actually aiming at is that 
investigation undertaken 
through the agency of this Institute shall 
"be. directed towards solving the practical 
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primary and secondary, present to us every 
day in the week. 


Mr. Ropcrrs.—The whole world is en- 
gaged in the solution of the problems of 
the secondary industries. Therefore this 
Institute will get the best results by con- 
eentrating its efforts on the Prepiens, of 
primary production. 


Mr, GREEN E.—TI agree with the hon- 
erable member that, particularly in its 
initial stages, the Tnstitute should concen- 


trate its efforts upon agricultural and pas- 


toral problems as far as possible. At the 
same time, | would not for a moment sug- 
gest that there are not immediate and 
pressing problems in regard to the second- 
ary industries which the Institute, should, 
as far as its funds permit, investigate. 


Mr. Ropgrers.—In America each item 
investigation is first justified, and thei 
an appor tionment for a particular investi- 
gation is made each, year. 


Mr. GREENE. te we were to present 
to this House estimates in proportion to 


our population, based on the American 
“axpenditure upon similar work, honor- 
fable members would hesitate a: long time 


before voting the necessary money. 


TI. wish to refer briefly to the provisions 
of the Bill itself. This measure differs 
in two main particulars from its predeces- 
sor, which. was passed through another 
place and explained in this House. 
Firstly, it provides for only one Director, 
instead of three. Reasons of economy 


have led to that alteration, and we also. 


thought that possibly we should be over- 
loading the Institute at the outset by ap- 
pointing three directors., I do not mean 
to say that it. will not be necessary for the 
Director to have one or two expert ad- 
visers; on the contrary, I think that such 
advice will be necessary. 


Mr. Tupor.— Why have the Government 
adopted the principle of one Director in 
when in the 
Repatriation Act they provided for three 
Commissioners ? 


Mr. GREENE.—The two measures 
deal with entirely different problems. 
Moreover, the honorable member will re- 


- 


eollect that the creation of three Repatria- 


tion Commissioners was at the special re- 
quest of the returned soldiers. . 


Mr. Berz.—Pardon me. 


potas which Nee edueiies 1 


~ whose appointment will commend itself, 


tions, possibly very necessary, but in re- 


Federal 































pact? Lae of as Returned Sadek gi 

and Soldiers Imperial League. as 
present at the interview at which that ae 
request was preferred. The deputationists ifs 


asked for representation UPR eat Com- 4 
pe 





ned oe - However, 
nothing ‘to do with this measure. — 

The Government propose to ap 
one Director. 
find a man suited for that dificult Bc 
We want a person of first class cn. 


particularly to those various bodies wi 
which the Director will be apt) as 


spots one of sane cae ues 
reasons which I have already given. ‘The 
Government highly appreciate the ser- 
vices which quite a number of gentle- 
men rendered under very difficult con- {; 
ditions while working with a temporary 

institute, when it was found nace " 
to permit them to launch out in direc- Wie 


gard to which it was felt they should not 
procedtl until Parliament had Bye san ne- 
tion to this measure. 


uae 


NAVIGATION BILL, 


SEcoND Reapine. 


tion "Bills, in some such — : 
measure, have beén before "i pee a 
liament practically ever 3 oi xt 
Legislature was 
The present measure oti to. 


day the EERE Bill pascal 
1912 is not in operation as a Statut 
of this country. . That is largely ‘due t 
the war. Certain parts, I understand 
have been put into operation. 
to this matter, the Cd vermnianen sho 
state He how the Navigation Bill Ge 





Navigation 
When the seamen’s strike was in exist- 
ence, about this time last year, it was 
- stated that if the Navigation Act were 
' proclaimed it might have an important 
bearing upon the settlement of the dispute. 
I have already stated, when dealing with 
another matter, that during the past 
 ¢welve months [ have travelled around 
the Australian coast In various coastal 
- vessels in which the accommodation for 
the crews was absolutely disgraceful. An 
ordinarily built man could not turn 
over in his bunk. It will be scarcely 
* eredited that such conditions could exist 
to-day. The Navigation Bill is different 
from any ordinary measure, in that it 
does not call for the assent of the Go- 
-yernor-General, but must be sent to 
England for the Royal assent. The British 
Parliament will not grant to any of the 

_ Dominions the right to legislate upon the 
matter of navigation without referring 
the proposed Statute to the Imperial 
authorities. It is to be expected, there- 
fore, that even the present Bill, when it 
_ -has passed, will be hung up for some time, 
No immediate relief can be expected 
_ from this measure in regard to the pre- 
sent treatment of crews on our coastal 
vessels. It is a disgrace to some of the 
wealthy shipping companies of Australia, 
which take every opportunity to increase 
 freights and fares, that such conditions 
- as-I saw should exist. At least 95 per 
cent. of the industrial workers to-day have 

' failed to obtain the improved conditions 
_. which they have sought by any other 
_ deans than by fighting for them, and the 
same, it appears, must apply to the sea- 
men. Owing to the shortage of shipping, 

_ the Government, in some cases recently, 
- have given reluctant permission for the 
, sale of certain vessels off the coastal 
trade, but on the strict condition that 
new vessels shall be constructed or pur- 
chased to take their place. I learned 
» oly last week, however, that a 
- eertain company which had _ obtained 
permission to make a sale from among its 
coastal fleet, on condition that they re- 

_ placed it with a modern vessel, had failed 
to fulfil its obligation in the matter: Dur- 
_ Ing the war, nearly the whole of our best 
Inter-State ships were sent oversea on 





cal 


transport and other service, and very. 


‘many have not yet returned to Austra- 
lian waters. One of the reasons why the 
effects of the recent drought have been so 
severely felt, is that there has been a 


UY) af a 
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shortage of coastal shipping. To-day, the 4 


shortage of coal, owing to the lack of 


Bil. 


° a - Bae 
-colliers upen our coast, ° has involved a by. 


consequent shortage of wood supplies, for - 
wood has had to take the place of coal in 
many instances. Colliers have been sold 
off our coastal service, and have not been 
replaced. In to-day’s press, there is a 
report of a deputation which waited on 
the Minister for Trade and Customs:(Mr. 
Greene), at which seamen complained that, 
the vessels~constructed for the Common- 
wealth Government are not being built in 
accordance with the provisions of the 
Navigation Bill, in the matter of accom- 
modation for crews. I hope, for the 


-honour_of the Government, . that that 


statement is not correct. The Govern- 
ment should be a model employer; it 
should set an example, and should not 
construct ships which fail to fulfil the 
conditions laid down in the Government’s . 
own legislation. ‘ 


It has been stated that, in relation to 
the proclamation of the Navigation Bi!! 
of 1912, unless exemption is granted with 
respect to certain ports—for example, _ 
from Fremantle up along the, north-wes'. _ 
coast—the trade of that portion of Aus- 
tralia will be entirely destroyed; no ves- 
sels will call there. That argument can- 
not be applied, however, to the greater | 
portion of the Australian coast, at. any 
rate, between Fremantle and Cairns, or 
Thursday Island. 


Mr. GreEene.—The difficulty is that 
there is not sufficient shipping to handle 
the trade. 


Mr. TUDOR.—I have already indi- 
cated that that is the trouble, but I 
understand, that certain owners have been 
permitted to sell ships which have been 
serving on the Australian coast, and have 
not fulfilled the condition laid down by —- 


the Government with ‘respect to replace- 


ment. The Minister for Trade and Cus- 
toms, in the course of his second reading 
speech, indicated that the provisions of 
the Navigation Bill passed in 1912 were 
such, in respect to their vital portions, — 
that, despite that they were framed prior 
to the convention which followed the wreck 


of the Titanic, it has not been thought 


necessary to make any material altera- 
tions. That is to say, our Navigation 
Bill anticipated some of the most impor- 
tant features of the convention of 
January, 1914. Although the House of 


ear i : i ‘ es i ‘een 


iy, 








cp I a 


4 Cargeigus. passed a measure as an y out 
come of that convention, I believe it has 
not yet been’ given effect. to; the reason 


in this case also is that the war inter- 


vened. 
I do not approve of one Maoh trieb 


indicated by the Minister, in relation to 


_ Wireless equipment. 
1912 measure states— 


Section. 231 of the 


Except as prescribed, 


carrying fifty or more 


“persons, including passengers and crew, shall, 


wae BE 


before going to sea from any port in Aus- 
tralia, be equipped with an efficient apparatus 


for wireless communication in good working 
order in charge of one or more persons hold- 


ing prescribed certificates of skill] in the use 
of such apparatus. 

The lives of the crew are just as valuable 
as the lives of any passengers may be. 
If there is to be any limitation at all the 
clause should provide for a wireless in- 
stallation on. vessels carrying twelve or 
more persons, including crew. J am ap- 
pealing for the men employed on these 
vessels. At present they are not pro- 
vided for. 

Mr. Greene.—lIf the ineeAtie member 
will read the clause again, he will find 


~g that they are. i 


hy 


ax 





Mr. Wursr.—There 
amongst cargo vessels 
ships. | 

Mr. Greenze.—The clause which takes 
the ‘place’ of the original section provides 
that wireless shall be installed on ves- 
sels carrying twelve or more passengers, 


than passenger 


and of not less than 1,600 tons register. 


Mr. TUDOR.—Many ships, colliers 
particularly, carry more than fifty per- 
sons, including firemen, greasers, engi- 
neers, seamen, ‘and officers. 


Mr. Greens.—As a matter of fact the 


‘Bill is more liberal than the Act, be- 


cause if there is a crew of fifty, a vessel 
will be of more than 1,600 tons register. 
Mr. TUDOR.—I am glad to have that 
assurance, but I believe the seamen fear 
the Bill is not so liberal as the Act. 
. Mr. Greenz.—Well, I have the assur- 
ance of practical men that it is. 
Mr. Manony.—If there is any doubt 


upon the point, why not Bye the question 


beyond all doubt? 


Mr. TUDOR.—This matter is viewed 


from different angles by different per- 
sons. 
‘sions should be as liberal as possible. 


every foreign-going | 
ship, Australian-trade ship, or ship engaged 
in the coasting trade, 


write you and point out that, on beha 


“are more wrecks 


now ered every ne ee 


the Australian trade are alr 


Government steamer Lndeavou 


I am only anxious that the provi- °* 






























































than those of. hele 
presentatives of the 
panied by the honor 
Melbourne Ports (Mr. bie hews),, saw me 
concerning the Bill, did nob 
raise the point refed | , 

able sem ber at all, ‘a 


Mr, 


rata of the Federated Seales r 


- Goulburn- street, 'Bydger! Ae 
eS ee s | Ma 0, 1920. — 
Dear Sir, ental) a ale 


T am instructed by my executive cou 


seamen of: Australia, we shall be tha 
you offer our protest against | any am 
of the Navigation Act which would 
ships carrying less than ten passen 
leave port without a wireless installatio: 

We hold that the lives of the crew 2 
as much importance as the lives of an e 
number of passengers, and, therefore, w 
that’ you will endeavour to safeguard 
terests of the seamen by insisting tha: 
engaged in the coastal trade shall be 
bmi: telegraphy, _ ee 


gaged on the coastal trade, such as 
on the run between Sydney and. 
pa are Neey a phage hours out e 


this Bil? ? 


Mr. ‘'TUDOR.—1I ie ea ie fie 
the honorable ‘member will adm 
we ought to be prepared to face 
situation. nee the Act Nes aSSec 


Probably 90 per cent. of all v in 
3 eq pped 


that: ships crossing Bass Stra 
have a wireless installation, becaus 
few vessels are met with on that r 
the other day we had evidenc 
value of wireless, an oil steamer 1 
was short of coal being able to com 
cate with vessels that were sen 
search for her; and it is possibl 
wo 
not have been lost. had she bey ui 
with wireless. 


_ Sitting suspended from 6.20 
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eh TUDOR. —When we adjourned vessels going from a_ port of. one 


te je dinner I was speaking of the neces- 
. sity of equipping all vessels with wire- 
less delegraphy. The Convention which 
_, Was” ‘signed i in; London in January, 1914, 
! _ provided, in article 41, practically in the 
terms of our own original Act, that all 
vessels carrying fifty or more persons 
should be so equipped. That article is 
: as follows :— 
ig All merchant ships belonging to any of the 
# e sontracting States, whether they are propelled 
by machinery or by sails, and whether they 
_ earry passengers or not, shall, when engaged 
on the voyages specified in Article 2, be fitted 
with a radio-telegraph installation, if they 
have on board fifty or more persons in all. 

That, as I say, largely follows section 

231 of our principal Act, and I am as- 

sured by the Minister (Mr. Greene) that 

the amending clause in the Bill goes even 
further, providing, as it does, that vessels 
which carry much fewer persons, and all 
vessels over 1,600 tong gross register, 

. shall carry wireless. 

Mr. Greene. — For _ instance, ‘the 

ids ard Smith colliers on our coast of 

_ 4,000 tons or so, which carry crews of 

- thinty-seven and forty-two, will be obliged 

- to carry wireless, and, in addition, every 
a tee! over 1,600 tons gross register must 

oie sO equipped. Under the origindl Act 

“none of the vessels I have mentioned are 
~ compelled to carry wireless; but under 
irae Bill all must do so. 

Mr. TUDOR.—That is a step in the 
ee direction. As pointed out by the 
honorable member for East Sydney 
(Mr. West), three vessels on the New 
South Wales coast were totally lost, and 
_ not one of these carried passengers. The 

Seamen’s Association consider that the 
an sailors are of equal importance with the 
| popesonzers, and that they also should 

have the advantage of wireless. I am 

not clear as to how much of the N avi- 

~ gation Act is in operation at the present 
tine, ‘but I know that a certain portion 
of it has been proclaimed, Those honor- 
able members who were here when that 

_ measure was before the House know that 
there are three distinct classes of vessels 
in the definition section, and that the 
_Himited coasting trade and the coasting 
trade represent two distinct classes of 
ships and ocean-going vessels. The sig- 
natories to. the Convention provided 
should be installed on 





Dp 






[7 Jory, 1920.] _ 


“Mingster stated, 


_ the 


country to a port of another coun- 


try, and that, in the case of Great Britain 
and France, would mean a distance of 


only 30 miles. 


Mr, Greene.—The British Act, which 
is based on the Convention, has gone be- 
yond that, and provided that vessels 
trading around the coast of the British 
Isles shall carry wireless; 
following in the same direction. 


Mr. TUDOR.—That is a proper step. 
One result of the war has been to make 
the whole of “the shipping companies 
more careful in regard to life-saving pro- 
vision; and when we were dealing with 
our original measure it was brought 


under my notice that on only about one ~ 


day in five is it possible to launch a boat 
at sea. 

Mr. Buroueri.—And there must also 
be additional rafts and boats. 

Mr. TUDOR.—That is so, No doubt 
vessels are now better equipped for emer- 
gencies than they were before the war. 
There is no reason, however, why we 
should not go beyond what the Mere 
Shipping Act provides. 


_ Mr. Fenton.—Why should we not lead 
in regard to wireless as in other matters? 


Mr. TUDOR.—The Minister assures 
me that the Bill makes better provision 
in this regard than was made in the 
original Act. 

Mr. Frenton.—Even that may not be 
good enough. 

Mr. TUDOR.—Quite so. The Conven- 
tion, which was held as the outcome of 
the Tutanze aisaster, largely followed the 
Australian Navigation Act, and, as the 


terations are necessary in our Act to meet 
requirements of the Convention: 
Article 16 of the Convention, which we 
have not: followed, states— 


For the application of the Articles contained 
in this chapter and in the corresponding part 
of the regulations annexed hereto, the ships 
defined in Article 2 are divided into “new 
ships” and “existing ships.” 

New ships are those the keel of which is 
laid after the Ist July, 1915. The following 
Articles of this chapter, namely, Articles 17 
to 30, are applicable to them. in full. 


Other ships are considered as existing shina: 4 
Existing arrangements on each of these ships 


shall be considered by the Administration of 


the State to which the ship belongs, with a 


view to improvements providing — increased 
safety where practicable and reasonable. 


and we are 


very few material al-. 
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te mytible 39 4 As arousal Mean 


For the application of the Articles contained 
in this chapter and of ‘the corresponding part 
of the regulations annexed hereto, the ships 
defined in Article 2 are divided into new ships 
and existing ships. 

New ships are those of which the keel is 
laid after the 31st December, 1914. 
‘Other ships are considered as existing ships. 


It will be observed that the two dates 
are different. 1 think that, so“far as, 
new ships are concerned, we should make 
provision not only for life: -saving and 
for protection against fire, but also for 
the accommodation of thé crew. | 


Section 39 of the original Act provides: 


im relation to the rating of seamen— 


A superintendent before whom a seaman is 
engaged shall refuse» to enter a seaman as 
AB., O.S., greaser, or fireman in the agree- 
ment, tnless the seaman gives to him ‘satis- 

factory proof of his title to be so rated. 


_ By clause 13 of the Bill it is’ proposed 
to amend that section by providing— 


(3) No seaman shall be rated as ‘‘ greaser’’ 
who Sg) not served six months as renee at 
sea. : 


{4) No seaman shall be rated as ‘‘ fireman”? 

who inas not served six months as a trimmer 
or fireman at sea. 
- (5) No seaman shall be rated as Valine 
wright ’’ or ‘‘ship’s carpenter ’? who his not, 
served an apprenticeship as shipwright, or 
three years at sea as ship’s carpenter, as the 
case may be. 

(6) After the expiration of twelve months 
from the commencement of this Division; a 
seaman shall not be permitted to engage in 
any capacity unless he satisfies the superin- 
hai that he ean pull an oar and handle a 

oa 


_Provided that this sub-section ‘shall not ap- 


tely to the engagement of a seaman who has 
mot previously served at sea. 


What I take exception to is the follow. 


ing provision in the clause:— 


(7) Notwithstanding anything cont ained in 

_ this section, persons rated as greasers, firemen, 

shipwrights, or ship’s carpenters, ‘pefore the 

commencement of this Division, shall continue 
to be entitled to be so rated. (= 


After all, if a boat gets stove in, only 
the shipwright or the carpenter can~ do 
the repairing work; and the — ship- 

-wrights and ships’ carpenters point 
out that if men are employed with 
‘Do. practical experience, it will be 
like living in. a fools’ paradise. The 


superintendent, or the man in charge © 


at the port, should not give a certificate 
or clearance to any but practical men. 


I realize that this is not in any sensé 
‘a party. measure: and I am anxious to 
Mr Tudor. 
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concession is made in relation to certain 


at Genoa, and there is a 
fear that if certain vessels are allowed } 
to employ such labour, 
for its employment in” 


think, offered any ae to the exemp- (. 


are abnormal, 


were engaged im trade: along the north tt 


shipping companies should be. kept. 




















see itis ‘whole: of ihe | ‘Navigation ne or O~ 
claimed without further delay, sq th i 
all concerned—seamen and - * ponte 
alike—may enjoy- its advantages. “An 
exception has been granted to vessels om 
the north-west coast of Australia; and it at 
is possible that, unless this. were SO, there i oS 
would be no shipping trading from Fre-_ 
mantle to Broome and Geraldton, and 
so on, to Singapore. a a Pe : 
Mr. Ropvegers.—I? is a ee a any the 
Bill that a concession has to be made. 
Mr. TUDOR.—It is felt that ita 





ports of Australia, similar “concessions 
may be granted to other ports. 
question of the employment of, edoliee ‘nth 
other coloured labour is being discussed 
at the Seamen’s Conference now | sit- 
ting 


tions may be made. ' However, ‘the’ 
seamen, no doubt realizing the “aifficul ; 
ties on the north-west coast, have nob, ky. 


pee via? expressed. 
Mr. mires —The conditions | “there 


Mr, TUDOR. —They are, 3 nh 
have been given permission by the Go. : 
vernment to sell ships. for other than 
the es trade on condition - that 
they “are replaced by modern, cus ° 
to- aa vessels; but one of the big ee 
ping firms here pdt received Lier. 


ai 










éoastal trade ee not ait Bs at : 
all know that on account of the ae. Mac 
conditions which have obtained during - 
cent years, steamers. which were eC 
structed for £8 per ton fully equippe Dei 












Baas 
¢ a 





‘ te ee ny 
have been sold for from £70 to oe. 
ton. s Be a Mee | 
«Mr. Burcrett.—No came 


Aa 


west coast of Western. “‘Bustralia have 
been sold. Y Be, 
Mr. TUDOR. -—— ‘That igen. | ‘Butt u 
the agreement into which they e 
with the Government to a 


as ete | zw: 
Mr. Rrrzy.—Are fliees any penal 

tached to their failure to. care 

“agreement? 


“ 





Mn “puDoR. st8 do not aes ae 
Feely anxious to sell vessels, because in 
 Ohee and’ elsewhere they were able to 
. find a ready market for ships for which 

es it would be difficult to obtain a sea-going 

ihe E aiitieieato to-day. Vessels which had 

been lying up creeks amd mud-banks in 
ie Gace parts of the world, and which had 
ar practically “been relegated to the scrap- 
hh _ heap were brought into service’ once 
'. more because of the shortage of shipping 
~ caused during the war. 







Tae Mr. Stewart. — We are well rid of 
~~ many of them. ; 
ro, Mr. TUDOR.—But that fact does not 


_ dispose of my statement that we are short 
of shipping in Australia‘to-day. As a 
; ut former seaman, the honorable member 
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upon our: Ha plls wa a. Navigation 
Act which will be as up-to-date as was the 
Navigation Act of 1912. In Committee. 
I shall move an amendment in regard to 


. Shipwrights, but if the Minister will give 


knows that the law relating to that class . 
’ I thank the Minister for Trade and Cus- — 


gs vans to be improved. _ 
Mr. Ropezrs.—Admiiting that, suppose 











‘tion laws of its owa, how would the 
acre shipping get on? 

_- Mr. TUDOR —The honorable member 
esi know that the Convention which 


the Titanic, and to which such pointed 
_ reference was made the other evening by 
ih the Minister for Trade and Customs, 
3g representative.of the chief maritime 
. "nations of the world. I regret that 


pe Ubryention adisiable to aes of every 
Ranorable member being supplied with 
one. 
ire M. ‘Roverrs, — Lam objecting to the 
ee FS elgerale of laws which would be opera- 
tive’ under the: conditions J have indi- 
ented.) 
hE: TUDOR. ou the honorable mem- 
ber will read the Convention in question 
~ he will see what it did in 1914, prior to 
the outbreak of war, was practically to 
bring the navigation laws of other coun- 
tries into conformity with the law which 





v ant 


- LS. * 
0 ag cae 






ee every- country enacted special naviga- . 


was held in London after the wreck of - 


me an assurance in regard to the installa- 
tion of wireless telegraphy on board our 
coastal vessels, there will be no need for. 
me to move an amendment in that con- 
nexion. ‘ 

Mr, GREGORY (Dampier) [8.20]. ae 
have not the slightest intention of diseuss- 
ing the technical details of this Bill, but 


I wish to say a few words, concerning the 


northern part. of Western ‘Australia and 
the restrictions which may wuninten- 
tentionally be placed upon trade there— 
restrictions which may be detrimental to 
the best interests of the Commonwealth. 


toms (Mr. Greene) very much for havy- 
ing, at my request, and in the interests | 
of those who are pioneering Australia, 
withheld the proclamation.of the Navi- 
gation Act, and for having brought for- 
ward an amendment which will enable 
him. during these abnormal times to 
extend ‘some consideration to the 
trade of the: north and north-western 
portions of Western Australia. Had 
the Act been brought into opera- 
tion without the amendments’ which 
are contemplated in this Bill, we should 
have absolutely crippled, and possibly 
have destroyed, the whole of the settle- 
ment in the northern “parts of Western 
Australia. The proposed amendments to — 


section 96 of the principal Act, which will 
empower the Minister to orant exemp- 


be we enacted in 1912. - The men employed | 
a our ships who ‘do the most laborious 


_ work have not been treated as they should 
_ have been, and I desire to see their accom- 








tat modation improved. ; : 
+i 


have been effected in their conditions 
- have been due to their own organization 
Mr. ‘TUDOR.—I stated that earlier 
es im the debate. I am merely ask- 


| Mr. Rmxy.—Any improvements which. 


ing that. those conditions should be 
i) aeeaers = that we bd ca place 


tions in certain cases, may very well be 
enlarged without in any way imperilling 
the efficiency of the Bill. I feel sure that | 
honorable members opposite, who wish to 
make the measure as complete as possible, 
have no desire to destroy. settlement in 
the northern parts of this country. 


Mr, Marnews.—The seamen do not. 
desire to do that. : 
“Mr. GREGORY.—If. honorable mem- 
bers were familiar with the conditions — 
which obtain yn the northern parts of 
Australia, they would not beso insistent in 
connexion with many matters which per- 


tain to the policy of a, White Australia, ‘ 


(bhi ae 


and would be: disposed’ to make certain. — 
small concessions to those who are com- — 
pelled to serglor the northern ae of if 
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Me bbcend —N obody SE to that. 


Mr. GREGORY.—The shipping posi- 
tion in Australia at the present time is 
undoubtedly abnormal. 
that the Minister is to be empowered to 
proclaim the Navigation Act piecemeal, 
and I would like to clothe him with 
ample authority to grant concessions until 
the shipping trade of Australia once more 
hecomes normal. A little’ while ago, a 
terrible drought was experienced in 
Queensland and New South Wales. 
Whilst that drought was in progress 
enormous quantities of fodder were lying 


In Western Australia, and surely it would 


have been almost criminal if ships coming 
from other countries, and calling at Fre- 
mantle, had been prevented from bring- 
ing that fodder to the eastern States. 
The Minister should have some power in 
that. direction. 


I wish now ‘to refer to an incident 
which came under my notice whilst I was 
a member of the Pearling Commission, 
and which should induce this Parlia- 
ment to do all possible to ameliorate 
the conditions of the settlers, Whilst 
taking evidence from a. postmaster 
regarding the climatic conditions which 
obtained in the northern part of Western 
Australia, we were assured that, amongst 
other things, it was his duty to keep 
meteorological records, and that his read- 


ing of the dry and web bulbs disclosed ” 


that, on many summer evenings, there 
was 92 per cent. of moisture present in 
the atmosphere. He added that it was 
possible for a white man to live in such 
a climate, but that the life of a woman 
who had to go into the kitchen was a per- 
fect hell. Now we are asking people to 
settle in these remote areas, and to build 
up this country. I am extremely de- 
sirous of extending facilities to those who 
are pioneering these places. Freezing 
works have been established at Wyndham, 
and similar works are about to be started 
at Carnarvon and Geraldton.  L believe 
that most of the northern ports could 
suppport works of this sort, and. if 
they were established, treble the quan- 
tity of stock could be carried in. that 
portion of the country. The report of 
the party which recently traversed the 
north-western portion of that State 
shows the wonderful extent of. territory 
that we have there, and the enormous 
numbers of sheep and cattle that it would 
carry if there were a near market for this 


_[REPRESENTATIVES. sah 


I am very glad 


sent trading on that coast, 


plies, and the absence of all the ameni 








stock. In Forder te puild up ‘tha: 

I believe that the Government wou 
justified in offering a bonus with, a vi 
to attracting ships to that particular « 
for the purpose of bringing fresh an 
frozen meat to the southern ‘portions’ of 


this country, and giving Increased 
facilities for’ settlement. It is quit ‘ : 
impossible for us to retain that g i 


territory unless we people ‘and ait 

velop it, and some special effort should be 
made in this direction. The provisic ie 
contained in this Bill, under which th i. z 

Minister will be enabled to grant permits 
to continue in the service boats at pre- 
until such 
time as other shipping is available, meets. 
with my warm commendation. But I do 
hope that he will agree to a small amend-_ 
ment under which, instead of making 
these permits returnable in six months, — 


Mi 


the period will be extended to twelve 
Shipping companies require to 



























wa 
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months. 
make their contracts some time. ahead, 
and a period of six months is scarce, se 
long enough; though, when granting these 
CME Mh bs 

permits, the Minister should insist upon — 
all the coastal ports being served. I 
think we are making a ereat mistake in 
insisting upon white men going into the 

stokehold of vessels employed around the 
Queensland coast or the northern bee ane 
Western Australia. pis 

Mr. Ritey.—It would be all right | a 
the vessels burned oil fuel. es 4 
Mr, GREGORY.—That would ey an ' 
enormous difierence, but we have not ye 
oil fuel vessels in the service, though I 
would not be surprised at oil being dis- 
covered in the. nor’-west. The trop re 
cal conditions: are so severe that it is 
impossible to get the same class of cr 
in the northern as can be obtained ir ey oh; 
southern parts of Australia. Honorabla 
members must extend some- -conside: Me 
to those persons, who, apart from 
climatic conditions, have to face ii meni 
difficulties in connexion with -drough 
in the matter of obtaining necessary sl 





of civilization. ie trust that, in By: 


sion for which I have asked. 
[8.29].—Hitherto there has been a good 
deal of sentiment surrounding the me! 

who go down to the sea in ships. M 
poeta has been written upon the be ; 


on Tow, , 1990,1 yas 
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8 Pinenb ee subsidized a Meee to write 
songs of the sea with a view to inducing 
_ the young men of the Old Country to em- 
_ bark upon a maritime calling. To the 
| seamen themselves, however, there is very 
little sentiment ‘connected with their 
‘  avocation. On the contrary, very strong 
language is frequently used in regard to 
_ it. I intend to discuss this question from 
_ the stand-point of the seamen themselves, 
-. and not, from that of a first class pas- 
_ senger in the saloon of a well-appointed 
ship. A long time back what were known 
as coffin ships were very much in evidence. 
‘Some owners used to insure their vessels 
f and have them sunk in order to get the 
_ insurance money. The lives of the sea- 
men were never considered. Conditions 
__ in the past were so horrible that it is a 
wonder men were got to work on ships. 
_ I suppose the sentiment with which a sea- 
man’s life was surrounded induced some 
_* men to go to sea, and crews were often 
recruited from boy's who wished to get 
away from the Old Country. The condi- 
_ tions which prevailed were, however, so 
bad that I think many of the. men must 
‘have been brought very close to the edge 
- of starvation before they consented to 
"S120 on. 
Mr. Strewart.—They were brought 
very close to starvation afterwards. 
Mr. MATHEWS.—Exactly. We all 
_ know that the services of crimps were 
_ used to man ships, and we are told that 
ust - this evil-is still in existence, 
_ After all that has been attempted, from 
cha the day of Plimsoll down to the present. 
to render ships safe and to providé for 
_the safety of those who go down to the 
sea, the difficulties and trials of sailors 
are still great, although not so bad as 
formerly. The Minister (Mr. Greene) in 
introducing the Bill alluded to the fact 
that, with all his ingenuity, man had not 
_ succeeded in building an _ unsinkable 
i vevessel. 
_ pounds have been spent on well appointed 
‘ships, but any special provision made has 
been for the benefit of the passengers, and 
not of the crews. I hold that for the 
limited time passengers are on board ship 
_ they could put up with a little discomfort, 
and that full provision should be made for 
_ those who are obliged to live. permanently 
on the sea. We all admit now that the 
seaman is a human being and ought to 
_be considered, just as his fellow men are. 









We know that many million | 


: Hebe 0 our attempt to bring in a naviga- 4 


tion law to improve his conditions. Other 
nations have followed in our footsteps. 
The International Conference is fol- 
lowing very closely the Bill which we 
passed in 1912 but never proclaimed, but 
we are informed that the delegates to that 
Conference, while recognising that our 
law does not contain too many provisions 
for the benefit of seamen, are indicating 
where many improvements could be 
effected. 


It is now proposed that portions of Aus- 


tralia shall be exempted from the opera- 
tions of the Navigation Act. The western 


coast, for instance, is to be exempted. 
But there ought to be some limitations in 
this regard. J have no desire to isolate 
the people on any particular portion of 
the Australian coast, which would be the 


case if the exemptions were not made, 


unless the Government chose to run their 
own ships, but my contention is that we 
ought to demand from every country in 
the world that conditions should be pro- 
vided on their ships which would obviate 
the necessity for making these exemptions, 
They ought to be asked to see that their 
standard is that which we have laid down 
in our Act. However, our seamen will 
see to this. They have no desire to inter- 
fere with the position of people on any 
part of our coast, but at the same time 
they contend that these exemptions from 
the operation of the Act should not be 
used to their detriment. 


Recently I introduced a deputation of 
seamen to the Minister (Mr. Greene), who 
was very courteous in listening to what 
they had to say, and promised to give 
their representations consideration, but it 
was the usual stereotvped reply. I hope 
that the consideration given to their re- 
quests will be satisfactory to them. One 
thing they complained about was that 
they should have been consulted before 
this Navigation Bill was submitted to 
Parliament. In days gone by the em- 
ployer always said that it was not the 
place of the workmen to interfere with his | 
business. ~ He ran his own business, aud 
would not let a workman interfere with it. 
But that day has gone.. We are in a new 
world, and the employers recognise that 


the man who works for wages will de- 


mand, and, in fact, has demanded and 
received, better terms than were conceded 9 — 
to him in the past. J hope that the © 

workers will continue to demand and get 
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etter: terms until their position is im- 
proved. But’ there is only one method by 
which their conditions may be improved,* 
and that is by consulting them when any- 
thing in which they are interested is under 
consideration by a Government or any one 
else« The sailors contend very rightly 
that they should have been considered in 
this case. They claim that they are at 
the mercy of shoremen. Parliamentary 
“representatives of seaport towns are 
: mostly men who have never been to sea, 
and while they may exercise the ordinary 
amount of common sense with the oppor- 
tunities they get of seeing the conditions 
on ships, and how essential it is to im-. 
prove them, they can by no stretch of 
imagination place. themselves in the. posi- 
tion. of the seamen themselves. They can 
only do so by actual experience of the 
conditions under which these men are 
asked to work. 

Mr. Larrp Surita.—When the Naviga- 
tion Bill was under consideration there 
were three honorable members who 
worked on it—Messrs. Archibald, Roberts, 
and Guthrie—who were essentially prac- 
tical men; in fact, three more practical 
men could not. be found in Australia. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—That is quite cor- 
rect, and the Bill passed in 1912 was the 
best, we could get up to that time; but 
since then the world has advanced mar- 

_vellously. The British Government, who 
felt. that we were bringing into opera- 
tion something that might work _against 
their mercantile marine. are now asking 
that the conditions of seamen should. 
be raised to the standard. that was 
' brought about by the war. We now 
realize the fact that no vessel can go to 
sea without seamen. That being the case, 
the men were perfectly justified in claim- 
ing that before the introduction of thi’ 

Bill, they or their representatives should 
have been consulted. The secretary of the 
seamen asked the Minister, ‘‘ How would 
the farming community like to have laws 

made for them without first consulting 
them’ or their representatives ?”’ 

oh 
consulted. — 

Mr. MATHEWS:—F have been in this 
Parliament for thirtesn years, and day 
after day for the whole of that period I 
have heard appeals from the farmers. 
There were always plenty of friends of the 
farmers in this Parliament. It was a 
marvel to me that there was any necessity 
for forming a Farmers party. ‘ 
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ProwsE.—We have never been 










I aie te Sune how ‘essential it 7 
have consulted the seamen. - Since 
Navigation Bill was passed in 1912 
Commonwealth Government have bi 
ships in different parts of Australia, b 
the ices Pensa an ask sailors | 0 


line Wiech nace by the Primo lint ‘jh 
(Mr. Hughes). That statement was made ‘ 

by the seamen .to the’ Minister SO 
Greene). They gave the cimensions of eae) 
the acecmmodation provided. They ex a, 
plained how, in regard to the dining. Bate 
room for the seamen, if a man went in-, — 
side and sat down to a meal, he. coul 
not get. out again until the other men 
nearer the door had finished and gone 
outside. And this ‘is the result he of 
our efforts, although the desizes of the 
seamen for improved conditions have eel 
known to us. ‘When the demand is put” 













































provided fox sites the argument is ad- 
vanced that the structural arrangements 
of the vessels prevent paetiawesecey 3h oe 
ev character being effected. : 

r. 


i wes , 
wake 
BuRcHELL. ie ng the. onorab ‘ 


sels re nut built in conf ormatige witte the ane 
conditions laid down in the Navigatic | 
Act? . j . 

Mr. MATHEWS.—I am ‘telling the 
honorable member what the position i. Se 
It. is the seamen who make this state. 
ment, and if it is to continue: there will | 
be trouble. CS AL sl pty 

Mr, Burcueu.. The honorable mem-— 
ber does not say that the vessels have “ 
not been built in conformity Sa the 
Navigation Act. | 

Mr. MATHEWS.—My conten tina | 
that if the Act has produced the: condi- 
tions which the sailors say it has, and i 
these vessels with this accommoda Sicge sit 
comply with the provisions of the: Act, w 
might as well tear up that measure and 
start. all over again. There are probably 
men who: still consider. that the sailors 
are asking for too much: The seaman 
does not go on a voyage for the sake. | t 
his health, or for a holiday. When Ah 
is on a ship he has to work. He is away 
from his home, and is obliged to. perc 
to certain conditions. His ee is py 





fie signs articles he is in > the aS 
master of the vessel. There are ‘pro 
in the Navigation ‘uit waren tae 





Decrinie.. for. a Ae to’ do whab men on 
shore would ‘be rewarded for doing.’ The 
seamen admit that insubordination must 
be prevented. They realize that, to a 
Bent certain degree, people’s lives, even their 
Bt Out: ‘are at stake when insubordination ° 
eae arises, but they contend that the con- 
Sail “ditions under which they work should be 
such as would not produce insubordi- ° 
nation or mutiny. I do not think they 
are asking too much in this respect. If 
their request is not conceded there will be 
iM _ trouble. I am not talking about any in- 
tention to strike or anything of that: sort. 
If the men who will be compelled to work 
‘under the provisions of this measure are 













“not satisfied, a strong attempt will doubt- | 


oe “less be made by them, to improve ;their 
- conditions, and quite recently we had an 
- example of their determination. It is the 
alert of honorable members to see that the 
conditions fender which these men work 
are such ¢ that they shall be ‘assured of a 
" reasonable amount of comfort—much 
mere than sailors have had in the past 
‘—and if this is not done there is sure. to 
be trouble. 

in connexion with ithe construction 
and manning of ships that have to 
pass through the tropics, provision is 
~ being made for the supply of ice-chests 
to preserve meat and othcr commodities. 
- But ice-chests are useless in the tropics, 
as the meat becomes putrid. Under. these 
- @ircumstances, it will be necessary for 
_. the seamen to revert to the ‘‘ bully ‘beef ,”’ 
used in Nelson’s time. As ice-chests 
| care of little use in tropical regions, it 1s 
necessary that a refrigerating plant should 
ate instalied on all ships, 80. “that the sea- 
men can be assured of receiving supplies 
of fresh food. Even if ice-chests are sup- 
carta it is more than probable, according to 
‘the statements made by the men, that they 
_ will be placed in the vicinity of the boilers. 
ee Mr. Warxrns.—lI have seen men sleep- 
ing im the vicinity of the boilers when 

_ ship s Lave been in the tropics. 

Ate MATHEWS.—tThat is so. In my 
iene days I understood, and since 
then the impression has been ‘confirmed, 

; O eaae of all the ‘‘hell’’ ships afloat, 
‘ abe American vessels were the worst. 
Most of us have read of the das- 


on 
’ : i 
we sy 


















other maritime nations. 


a“ 


Poa as compared with those of 
Lhe United 
States of America haelds an important 
position as regards her mercantile marine, 
but I believe that on some American ves- 
‘sels the degree of comfort is not up to the 
British standard. I have heard sailors 
\ speak of the hardships they have experi- 
enced on American vessels; but conditions » 
must be changing, because I have had a 
document handed to me which was drawn 
up by Mr. P. J. Aldous, the secretary of ” 
the Port Phillip Shipwr ights Association, — 
setting out full particulars of the aceom- 
modation provided on the American 
steamer Juberty, which recently arrived. 
from America. This is not an isolated 
case, and it proves conclusively that 
American ship-owners are making the eon-_ 
ditions so good for the seamen that we 
shall have to make very drastic changes 
if we desire to reach their standard. For 
the information of honorable members, I 
quote the following statement con- 
cerning the steam-ship Liberty, to which 1 
have referred : oe 


S.S. LIBERTY. 


Seamen’s Quarters (under poop)—To ac | 
commodate 12 seamen. Size, 34 feet by 13 
feet by 7 ft. 6 in., approximately 276 cubie 
feet per man (twice as much as ours). 
Berths—iron. spring beds, supplied with bed 


-and bedding, which is changed once a week. 


_ fardly actions of American ship-masters . 


am ill- -treating their men—as has been 

ie the case on some ships m the British 
a ici ot we qpake the conditions too 

Hh 


=) 





Berths situated six at each end, leaving a 
space of 18 feet in the centre, where an ash 
table, 12 feet by 2 feet was placed, also 12 
steel lockers, one for each man, dimensions, 3 
feet by 1 ft. 3 in. by 1 ft. 8 im. Ventilation— 
5 12-in. port-holes, one ventilator, and fly or 
sereen door. Four double electric lights, 25. 
candle-power each. Two fans for cooling pur- 
poses. Four radiators for heating. 

Mess Room for Seamen and Fir emen.— Size, 
17 feet by 15 ft. 6 in. by 7 ft. 6 in. Two ash 
tables, 10 feet by 2 feet—sailors one table, 
firemen the other. All, pantry appliances, 
racks, and lockers for same. Three electric 
lights, fans, and radiators. Full-paid mess- 
room steward, to keep everything in order. 

Carpenter and Boatswain’s Accommodation. 
—Room under poop, size, 11 feet by 9 feet 
by 7 ft. 6 in., approximately 370 cubie feet 
per man. Two bunks and one eouch, uphol- 
stered in leather. Two drawers under each 
bunk, size, 2 ft. 9 in. by 2 feet by 1 foot. One 
skylight, 4 ft. 6 in. by 3 feet, to open right 
back, fly-proof netting. 
plied, and changed once a week. 
lockers, same as supplied to seamen. 


Rode steel 


over each bunk for“reading purposes. Firsb 
class wash basin, and mirror in oak frame, 


2 ft: 6 in. by 2 feet, with conveniences for 


shaving and toilet. gear. High-class table om 
brass stand, underneath portion fitted with 


Fe 
. 


: 


Bed and bedding sup- sah 


‘Five_ " | 
electric lights (25 candle-power), one arranged — 
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arrangement for holding liaek and decanter, 
size of table, 2 feet by Tite Sains Brass 
spitoon. - Fly’ or screen door, also panelled 
door, both fitted with double locks, also door 
curtain. Carpet and mats. 

Carpenter and Boatswain’s Messing Accom- 
modation.— Situated on hurricane deck. 
Steward to keep same in order. 

Carpenter’s Shop.—Situated under forecastle 
head. Size, 15 feet by 7 feet by 8 feet. Bench 
fitted with one large-size quick-acting vice, 
also one quick-acting bench clamp _ vice. 
Lockers and. racks for tools. ; 

Hospital.—Situated under forecastle head. 
Size, 15 ft. 6 in. by 13 ft. 6 in. by 7 ft. 6 in. 
Fitted with four berths. Hot and cold water. 
Plunge bath’ and shower and sanitary arrange- 
ments fitted in same (can be completely iso- 
lated). Toilet arrangements. Three electric 
lights, radiators, and fans. bi 

Carpenter and Boatswain’s Bathroom.— 
Situated on hurricane deck. Hot and cold 
plunge bath, with shower; all other conveni- 
ences, 

Sanitary system.—Running water all the 
time throughout the ship. 


Mr. Burcurrt.—How does that com- 
pare with the Canadian Government line? 


Mr. MATHEWS.—No informaton is 
given on that point. I know that it would 
sound ridiculous to some of our crusty 
old Tories to suggest that accommodation 
such as that I have mentioned should be 
provided for ‘‘common” sailors, and prob- 
ably there are some in our midst who 
would exclaim, “ What rot!” We are 
justified in claiming that men who 
have to earn their livelihood at sea should 
have living conditions similar to those 
enjoyed by men _ employed ashore. 
Nobody can say that too much considera- 
tion has been shown to the men on the 
steamer Loberty. 

Seamen are of Acts 
officials 

that 


rather afraid 
of Parliament; and the 
of the organization consider 
they can read an Act that applies 
to sailors as well as any one else. The 
representatives of the seamen have per- 
used this measure very carefully, and have 
taken exception to certain clauses in it. 
Their views on these points have already 


been placed before the Minister for 


Trade and Customs, who allayed their 


fears as to the construction to be 
placed on some of its provisions. 
if the position is as the Minister 


stated, I think they will be satisfied ; 


but they are rather afraid of the manner — 


in which the measure is drafted, as they 


‘believe its provisions can be used in a way 


that will prove detrimental to them. 
The men pietee most ee against the 


_ [REPRESEN TATIVES, i 






























proposed. AS: 9 ioe ite defini 
‘seaman ’’ by the insertion of the follow- 


ing section after section 28 of the pele 
pee Act: — : | 


man’? and ‘“ pee include any nate 
who is seeking employment as a seaman 
apprentice (as the case may be), or who is en- 
gaged or supplied, or who is offered for en-. 
gagement or supply as a seaman or apprentice . 
on board a ship. | Me: ta 2 ) Re 
This definition of ‘‘ Be wile etre is” 
said, result in lowering the professional | 
status of a seaman, and will, if enacted, be _ 
the means of causing ships to be manned 
with incompetent. crews, thereby making 
them unseaworthy and endangering th 
lives of all on board. The seamen’s 
representatives propose that the de- 
finition of seaman in Part I., sectio ion 
6, of the principal Act, viz., “‘‘ ‘seaman : 
means every person employed or engaged — 
in any capacity on board a ship, except 
masters, pilots, and Beane an: and per 
sons temporarily on the ship in port,” 
should be allowed to stand without inks 















alteration. | ; 
Mr. Greene.—The amendment will n D 
have the effect they fear. Ms Be. |G 


Mr. MATHEWS.—At any rate, they 
are afraid of the wording, as they peliev 
in the event of trouble arising. between — 
the ship-owners and the seamen, that the | 
captain or the marine authorities could — f 
place.a crew on board that did not com- — 7m 
prise experienced sea-going men, = 

Mr, Greenz.—lt-will not have that | 
effect. I will explain these provisions 

more in detail when the measure is In 
Committee. , Pe file 

Mr. MATHEWS.—I am glad to have :) 
the Minister’s assurance on that point. — 
The conditions under which the men are 
working at present are such that they 
are justified in endeavouring to eae 
them, and it is hoped that nothing will - 
be enacted that will be the means of en-— 
dangering the lives of those on board by 
manning ships with incompetent cr 


The representatives of the seamen 
also anxious that sub-section 3 of section 
136 of the principal Act shall be ame: 
by striking out all the words afte 
* crew ”’ first occurring. That sub-section 
reads— Ae 

The owner of every such ship shall ? 
such sanitary, hospital, and lavatory acc 
modation, including bathrooms, as, in 
opinion of a qualified medical inspector 
nated by the Minister, is sufficient for tl 
quire of the crew, and in the cz 
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‘ Beet ety the provision shall include an ade- 


quate supply of hot fresh water for the use 


of all members of the crew employed in con- 


nexion with the engines of the ship. 
The seamen’s representatives are anxious 


_ that the concluding portion of the sub- 
section shall 
sider that every man who is engaged in 
working a ship should be entitled to use 
hot water for bathing purposes. 
_ the Government will give careful atten- 


be omitted, as they con- 


I trust 


_ tion to this suggestion, as it is one that 


is worthy of their consideration. 

There are a number of punitive clauses 
which relate particularly to cases of de- 
sertion. A sailor may be called a deserter 


if he failed to join his vessel when it left 


port, but there are many causes which 


may prevent a seaman from so doing. 


_ The punishment provided in this case is 


very severe. 
“Mr. Consrpint.—Why should a sea- 


“man be punished any more than an en- 
_ gine-driver ? 


Mr. MATHEWS. —Exactly. The con- 


ditions have been stringent in the past, 
_ and owners of ships are afraid to allow 


_ seamen to have the liberties that are en- 


_ joyed by other individuals. 


Under the 


_ provisions of the Bill they can be fined 


their ships. 


car be fined £20. 

_ Mr. Fenron.—By whom? 
vores Mr, 
_ that power. 
“s punishments to which sailormen object as 
- unfair, and we shall endeavour to get 
~ them altered when the opportunity occurs. 


reas 


to the extent of £20. 
Ce eee Bhp 
well as the members of the crew, have 
to obey the captain. 


Earte Pace.—The passengers, as 


Mr. MATHEWS.—I am not speaking 


ig of the time when ships are at sea. The 
geamen admit that while much is de- 


manded of them at sea, it is unfair to 
enforce such penalties if they fail to join 
A man who does not go on 
board his ship when she is ready to sail 


MATHEWS.—The captain has 


There are many other 


The demeanour of honorable members 


Me to-night shows that they consider that 
_ sailors deserve fair and just treatment ; 
but I trust that when they come to details 


Suthey will not be satisfied to make things 
merely better than they used to be; it 








would not be sufficient to do that at the 


stage of civilization which we have 

reached. I say to the members of the 
- Qountry party, and to the Ministeralists, 
that Mey ER RUGEY, of our farming and 


‘and the seamen, 
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commercial interests is bound up with the 
well-being of our seamen. Undoubtedly 


Australia will continue to purchase or 
build ships for the conducting of over- 


sea traffic under her own control. 


Mr. Tupor.—And Inter-State traffic, 
too. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—Yes. We have 
proved that it is foolish to lie at the mercy 
of ship-owners abroad. <A great deal is 
being said about Lord Inchcape and his 
attempt to control the shipping of Aus- 
tralia. He even went so far as to 
threaten this Government because of the 
shipping lines which it owns. His con- 
duct is enough to prove that our com- 
mercial and rural interests demand that 
Australia shall govern her own shipping. 
But if their ships are to succeed, the con- 
ditions on board them must be vastly 
superior to those which now obtain. Men, 
nowadays, are ready to resort to direct 
methods if they cannot otherwise secure 
what they want. Every part of the com- 
munity is organizing to protect its rights, 
if their, conditions are 
not improved, will themselves take action 
to improve them. Unfortunately we have 
the evidence of sailors themselves, that 
even the vessels which have been con- 
structed in Australia do not provide what 
they deem necessary in the way of accom- 
modation. If that be so, how ean ship- 
owners elsewhere be expected to make 
adequate provision for those who man 
their ships? Merely from a selfish point 
of view it behoves the people of Australia 
to look after the interest of the sailors 
better than they have been looked after 
in the past, and to remember tthat those 
who cannot otherwise obtain what they 
deserve will resort to direct methods to 
get it. 

Mr. STEWART (Wimmera) [9.4].—I 
rise to support the appeal made by the 


_ Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Tudor), » 


and the honorable member for Melbourne 
(Mr. Mathews), for the improvement of 
the conditions of our merchant seamen, 
particularly on the Australian coast. The 
latter put his finger on the spot when he 
said that the mere betterment of the con- 
ditions of the past would not suffice. 
What we should aim at is to put the sea- 
men on an equality with those who live 
on shore. In trying to do that we must 
not take as a guide the conditions of 
British seamen. For a number of years 
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my los was cast among Briteh” seamen hoaul ub were. “such 4 inal 
on British ships, and I. speak moderately were not attracted to the sea in. any 
when I say that the conditions under ber, and consequently the British, mer 
which we lived were a disgrace to ithe cantile marine was largely T 
‘British flag. Some years ago, in the -foreigners. The effect of 
aeanly days of this Parliament, an inquiry when the war broke out, 
into the condition of seamen was set on Many a British ship during aie 
~ foot with, a view to some aw azauan of to reach port because (Of the | 


the navigation laws. element in her crew. We 
Mr. Tupor.—There was a Shipping guard against this with regard 
Commission. merchant seamen on the Australi 


_ Mr. Funtron.—Of which the present by making the conditions such’ 
“Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) was tal attract our lads to sea. If we do 
eyBar - will be better for everybody, and 
* Mr. STEWART.—_Hf my memory for the nation, particularly in tix 
serves me, its inquiry was made about war. 1 was rather surprised, 
1904 or 1905. A Port Phillip pilot giv- think the whole House > was, bes 
ing evidence before it said, among other he statement of the honorable - | 


things, that he would he send his dog for Melbourne Ports that the for 
to sea under the conditions which then accommodation on the new Con 


existed; that British seamen were the wealth steamships was unsatisfa 


worst fed in the world, and British cap- hope that statement will be inquire 
‘tains, asa rule, preferred foreign seamen; because it is rather an extraordin: 
hecatise they ‘would stand more than to make, and a scandalous thing if 
_ British seamen. true, Wo in Australia should not 

Mr. Warxins—There is no doubt for our seamen a standard based 
about that. ! conditions given to the seamen of 
Mr. STEWART aie in Cardiff, Britain. We should insist on 
‘some years afterwards, I was taken by a standard for the other nations 
friend to one. of the docks where a ship world to copy, in spite of the pl 
“was signing on her crew, and at the gang- formity raised by the honorabl 
way was the notice “ No Britishers need for Wannon (Mr. Rodgers). If 
apply.” This was in a British port, bear orable member meant by uniformit 
in mind, The captain made it a rule to we should lower our standard to ¢o 
‘sign on none but foreigners, because form with that of the British Mercantile 
is tii shores gave too much trouble at sea. Marine, I for one will not. favor 
Most of those who have been to sea in a proposal, Although I am a co 
British ships, particularly sailing ships, representative, I took the opportuni 


will corroborate my statement that, at rising to-night in order to put u 
the outbreak of the war, four-fifths of for the men among whom my 


- the men before the mast were foreigners, cast for a number of years, an 
though most of the officers were Britishers. j}, organized farmers of. Victo 
Mr. Warxrs.—In some cases the adopted. the principle that, 
“officers under the captain were foreigners.. 516 out to secure justice for 
Mr. STEWART.—In many cases. the land, the are re aed t all 
Mr. Warxrys.—And a pereentage of J pee ; 
the captains were Germans. ane 
Pils QTRWART. Ouarot tke vesarmes "community, is 
ky conditions were so bad was that, not- Question resolved in ‘the < fica ta 
withstanding the poetry about the sea to _— Bill read a second time. i 
which the honorable member for-Mel- 7p Committee: 
bourne Ports referred. English lads were ql 7 q te ‘ 
not attracted to a sea life. POSE ABT Me | 
Mr? Tupor. —What was the pay—£3 Clause a (Commencement). SY 
ee month? Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [9.13].— 
Mr. STEWART .—lLess: au that, in Minister give the Committee an 
many cases. I signed on out of the port mation as to what parts, if ar 
of Melbourne in 1905 for 50s. per month. principal Act are now in opel r 
The food, a shag : and ae Ssawiigieens on understand hii a certain 














ae, but that that ‘ahis e 


rs was * 
} tion was* revoked. 
. that the Bill shall commence on a day to 
be fixed by proclamation. I am more 
concerned about how much of the prin- 
“cipal Act is in operation than I am about 
- this Bill, 





Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister 
for Trade and Customs) [9.14].—I have 
Ves not the details of ‘the actual parts and 
sections of the principal Act that were 
39 | Bosain, but the position is that, after 
the proclamation was actually issued, we 
found it was eteeteally impossible to 
i Sit effect to the: Act. 
Mr. Tupor. —Did you revoke the whole 
dot? 
“Mr. GREEN E. eye is not revoked yet, 
hia it will be. Then as soon as we are 
ina. position to do so, it may be that the 
_ major portion of the Act will be put 
into operation. The Bill provides for that 
in the following clause. 
_ Clause agreed to. 
- Clauses 3 and 4 agreed to. 
- Olause 5— — 
i ‘Section, 1 of the principal Act.is amended by 
adding, at the end * sub-section (2), the fol- 
lowing proviso :— . 
As Provided that hates terete nd cade that a 
_ ‘date has heen so/fixed for the commencement 
‘of any Part, Division, Section, or Sehe- 
; dule, such date of commencement may, at 
> any ‘time prior to that date, be postponed 
to such later date as is fixed by . pro- 
_ elamation. a 
Section to be amended— 
> Dis: Act shall commence on a 
Ke day to be fixed by proclamation : 
4 Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [9.15] aia is 
ene of the most vital portions of the Bill. 
_A lot of the trouble ‘that has arisen has 
been caused . by the continual. postpone- 
ments. I realize that the original post- 
of  (ponement owing to the then existing con- 
ditions was absolutely necessary, but we 
a «dre getting out of those conditions to-day, 
and what I am pleading for is a definite 
* statement as to the time when we are 
likely to make a start in rendering 
_ our navigation legislation effective. It 
is of no use to hold the 
a ‘fore the seamen and others em- 
_ ployed on ships as a placard, with the 
_ assurance that at some time or other we 
i are, going to confer these benefits on 
them. | That is one of the things that 
_ the seamen complain of, and rightly so. 
- Can the Minister tell the Committee what 
has been done with the British Merchant 
| Shipping Act, and with regard to the 
ny ae and hs amending ae which 
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This clause provides. 


. into operation. 


Act be- 
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was passed and assented to on the Ist | 


August, 1914, just prior to the war? Is 
that Act in operation so far as Great 
Britain is concerned? If it is, there is no 
reason why the Australian ‘Act should 
not be put into operation. Whilst in the 
case of most of our Acts we bring the 
whole measure into operation at once, this 
legislation is cut into sections, and it is 
provided tnat we can put different sec- 
ons into gperation at different times. If 

a good deal of this legislation were put 


ae operation it would save a great deal 


of difficulty and trouble such as we have 
experienced in the past. 


Mr, GREENE (Richmond—Minister 


‘for Trade and Customs) [9.17].—The 


British Act to which the honorable mem- 
ber has referred is not yet in operation. 
The British authorities have found them- 


selves up against very much the same class © 


of difficulty that we have experienced 
here.. The abnormal conditions arising 


out of the war have not entirely passed 


away, and they have been unable’ to 
proclaim their Act, just as we have been 
unable to proclaim ours. We are press- 
ing on as rapidly as possible with all the 
preparatory work, but a great.deal has 
yet to be done #o place us in a position 
to prociaim the whole. Act. It js the 
intention of the Government at the first 
possible moment to bring the whole Act 
I can give the honorable 
member the further assurance that, as 
our preparations to take over from, the 
States the whole administration of navi- 
gation are completed, and we find our- 
selves in a position to proclaim any por- 
tion of the Act which can with advantage 
be brought into operation, we 
immediately do so. As I pointed out in 
my second- reading speech, the position is 
still abnormal in many directions, and 
we could not with advantage to the coun- 
try as a whole, notwithstanding our desire 
to put this Act into operation at the first 
possible moment, proclaim it just at pre- 
sent. I can, however, give the Committee 
the definite assurance that it is the desire 
and intention of the Government to pro- 
claim the Act at the first, possible oppor- 
tunity. 


the way? 
Mr, 


to handle. A 


be appointed. We are proceeding with, 
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shall. 


Mr. Ryan. What are the difficulties in | 


GREENE.—There -are quite a ~ 
number of matters which we are not ready — 
great, deal of preparatory — 
_work has to be done, and officers have to 


ae es, 
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the: making of those appolenente as 
rapidly as we can. We have also to make 
all the necessary preparations for taking 
over so many of the State servants as are 
required in the circumstances. The 
Director of Navigation is now busily en- 
gaged on those things, and I hope it will 
_ not be long before we are in a position 
to proclaim practically the whole Act. 
Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [9.20].— 
I do not wish to attach special blame to 
the Ministry, but, speaking generally, in 
matters relating to the mercantile marine, 


there appears to be a desire to see what ‘ 


Great Britain is doing before taking 
action. 
what she does we may safely do. In 1912, 
this Parliament passed a Navigation Bili 
that was declared by the British Board of 
Trade to be a hundred years ahead of its 
time. Within less than two years, how- 
ever,, the British Government had io 
admit that in that measure the Australian 
Parliament had laid the foundation for 
the navigation laws of the civilized world. 
Under this clause the Minister takes 
power to withhold the issue of certain 
proclamations bringing the Act into opera- 
tion. Are we to wait uritil the people of 
Great Britain take certain action, and 
then meekly follow their lead, or are we 
again to take the lead in navigation mat- 
ters, and set an ct to the rest of the 
world 2 / 


Mr. Tupor.—I do not think this mea- 
sure would be assented to if it were very 
far in advance of the Imperial law. 


Mr. Arxryson.—It is a Bill that affects 
the Empire .as a whole. 


. Mr. FENTON.—We call oils a 
self-governing community,-and while we 
must have some regard for the mercantile 
operations of the rest of the world, are we 
to hesitate to confer certain benefits on 
the seamen of Australia because of a fear 
that the Bill providing for those benefits 
may not be assented to some 12,000 miles 
away? The time has come when we 
should put up a fight. The King’s repre- 
sentative in Australia cannot in the name 
‘of His Majesty assent to this Bill. It 
must go overseas to receive the Royal 
assent. 


Mr. Tupor. GaN rei 2 declares that to 
be so. 


Mr. Greene —_We are obliged to re- 
serve this measure for the Royal assent. 


in "aN, ee 


[REPRESENTATIVES] 1 


The principle seems to be that 


: sible. 


unmistakable terms that they are no 






























Me FENTON- af recognise eae ‘ 


tain measures must be reserved for t 


are numerous resco which ought 
be eased. If the Government put, up a 
decent fight, there would be a eae ) 
this tieing-up process, but ae t i 


tinue to remain at the me 
Mr. Greene.—What is the hh 
member Sree about? van ; 


other words, it provides that te inet 
wait for a lead by others. ~ * 

Mr. Grernr.—It has nothing to d 
with has ae of the Royal assent. 


gation ‘Act was a8 and ee et 
that war conditions have prevented | the 
bringing of that Act into operation, I f 
that we ought not always to live unde 
shadow of the Great War. 


I protest against this Hee) OVER One! 
power. Let us have this measure pa ed 
and brought into operation as soon 8 pos- 


Mr. MAHONY (Dalley) [9. 25]. 
not think it fair to delay the bringi 
this measure into operation. a 
for delay advanced by the Minister ( 
Greene) are not very sound, He says th 
the Government have not had time to m 
the necessary arrangements, : 
his argument is that the ona Act: 
passed in 1912, so that both the Goverr 
ment and the shipping companie 
had many years in which to m 
necessary preparations. , ( 
that this is a piece of humbug « on n the 
of the Government. 


those following mercantile pursuits. | 
have been dangling this measure 
their eyes for years, and it is tim 
to take a definite stand. Parliame 
the country should tell the Goverr 


humbug the seamen any longer. < 
Sir : OsEPH Coox manos a nas x 
to say ! | My Wis 
Mr. MAHONY erties shi go: | 
the sea in ve are eh sa under 








~. x 


sae 8: Nawgation >: 
conditions, an improvement in which has 
been promised them for years. The Govern- 
ment have said to them, “ Be good boys; 
_ do nothing wrong; and in the sweet by- 
_.-and-by all the good things for which the 
_ Wavigation Act provides will be given 
omgyou:. 2 
Sir Joszpx Coox.—Is the honorable 
member referring to the five years during 
which the Labour party were in power? 
. They dangled this thing before the people 
during that time. 


Mr. Tupor.—We farocd the original 
_ Navigation Bill through, in spite of the 
bitter opposition of the right honorable 


«ll 


"member and his party. 
Mr. MAHONY.—Quite so. There was 


no more bitter opponent of the Navigation 


, -«éBill than the right honorable member. 


Sir Josrrnx Coox.—That is not so. 


- . Mr. MAHONY.—We are all prepared 
_ to admit that it was impossible to bring 
_ the original Act into operation during the 
war. 
Mr. Greene.—That Act was passed 
with the unanimous consent of the Par- 
lament. | 
Mr. MAHONY.—But it was allowed 
- to remain in abeyance for years, because 
' of the erisis through which the world was 
passing. But for the mercantile marine of 
Great Britain, the Allied countries would 
_ have been starved. They made it possible 
for the Allies to win the war. They were 
promised that if they carried out their 





duties these improved conditions would 


be given*them at the end of the war. To- 
day, after five or six years of promising, 
they are told that they must wait for a 
further period. ~ Either the conditions 
_ for which this Bill provides are right or 
_ they are wrong. The conditions de- 
- manded by the Navigation Act are right 
er wrong, and if they are right they 
should be complied with Avithout delay. 
_ The shipping * companies can have no 
ground for complaint in connexion with 
this matter, because they have had years 
of notice within which to prepare for 
the enforcement of the provisions of the 
Act. They have not.done so because 

_ they have been too busy building up 
__ huge dividends during the war, and have 
_ neglected to so improve the accommoda- 
tion for seamen on their ships as to com- 
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tion Act. JI shall strenuously oppose — 
giving the Government power to post- — 
pone the operation of one of the provi- 
sions of the measure. 


Mr. BURCHELL (Fremantle) [9.82]. 
—The honorable member for Dalley (Mr. 
Mahony) has taken up the cudgels on 
behalf of the seamen, and if the facts 
were as he has represented them, there 
would be grave cause for complaint. 
if we take into consideration the ships 
trading on the Australian coast to-day, 
it will be found that a very small per- 
centage of them indeed do not, in respect 
of the accommodation provided for sea- 
men, comply with the provisions laid 
down by the Navigation Act. The ship- 
ping companies have been preparing for 
the proclamation of the Act. I wish to 
remind the honorable member and the 
Committee generally that only a few 
months ago, when, unfortunately, we had 
a seamen’s dispute affecting shipping on 
the coast of Australia, it was one of the 
terms agreed upon for the settlement of 
that dispute that every possible ship 
trading in Australian waters should, 
jwhere necessary, be altered without de- 
lay to comply with the conditions im- 
posed by the Navigation Act. It was 
one of the conditions of resumption of 
work by members of the Seamen’s Union 
that the provisions applying to the ac- 
commodation provided for seamen should 
immediately, be complied with whether — 
the Navigation Act was proclaimed in 
force or not. I am surprised that the 
honorable member for Dalley, who re- 
presents a portion of Sydney Harbor, 
should not be aware of this fact. No. 
proclamation of the Act will make the 
application of its provisions more bind- 
ing than they have been made by the 
agreement by which the seamen’s strike 
was settled and the men agreed to return 
to work. : 


Mr. Manony.—If that be so, what is 
the objection to proclaiming the Act? 
Mr. BURCHELL.—I am not re- 
sponsible for the drafting of the measure 
now under consideration, but I can give 
a reason for the inclusion of clause 5. 


It was discovered in Western Australia 
‘when certain sections of the original Act — 
were proclaimed, that there was no power 


under the Act, once the proclamation was 

issued, to vary it in any shape or form. 
It was necessary to proclaim the whole 
of a division of the original Act, and 


But 


there ‘was no power “to Scien a par- 
ticular ‘section or part of a division. 
Clause 5 of this Bill gives the Minister 
power to proclaim particular sections of 
any division of the Act. The necessity 
for such, a power became apparent im- 
mediately when certain portions of the 
original Act were proclaimed in March 
of this year. If honorable members will 
read clause 5\of this Bill they will see 
that it is designed to overcome that diffi- 
culty. © im 


“Mr. 


TPuvor.—This goes very prabh 





further’ It provides for the postpone-, 


ment of the proclamation to a later date. 


Mr. BURCHELL.—My object i in rising 
was to direct the attention of the hohor- 
able member for Dalley to the conditions 
in respect to the accommodation provided — 
for seamen that exist in vessels trading - 
in Australian waters to-day. Having 
achieved that object, I have no more to 
say. eke 
Mr. RYAN (West Sc daey) [9.35 ]}.— 

Before the clause is passed I should like 
>to ask-the Minister for Trade and Cus- 
toms (Mr, Greene) how long it takes to. 

secure the Royal assent in the case of a 

Bill that is reserved for that purpose? 


‘Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister 
for Trade and Customs) [9.86].—The 
question is rather a difficult one to an- 
swer. The Leader of the Opposition. 
(Mr. Tudor) will probably confirm what 
T am about to say as to the time that 
elapsed before the.Royal assent was given 
to the original Act. I think it was over 
twelve months. =. 


Mr. FrntTon. —That wonlaes ase gent 
to this measure. 


‘Mr. GREENE. — In the case of th» 
mending Navigation Bill which was 
passed in the last Parliament, and which 
was a short measure, we cabled the provi- 
sions of the Bill to the Old Country, and 
the Royal assent was cabled to Australia 
after.a delay of about ten days. 


Mr. Rran.—What was the Burne of 
that Bill? ; 





to penis us to bare a parton: of the 
Navigation Act at any given time, and 
‘to avoid the necessity of having to pro- 
claim the whole of the Act at ohce. As 


to adhere to the conclusions of the In 


‘ 


for eh haley is, I think’ to be Peete in: 


laws in existence at the ‘gies a 
-cannot be the slightest doubt “fee 


riscessiry 4 to bible ehege ane ae 






































the an measure’ ‘was vere it 
be proclaimed in force-as a whole, 
the exception of the coastal tre ding 'y 
visions. There was.a > sectic n und 
which it was necessary that the 
trading-provisions should be: ‘spec 
claimed, and we put through 
amending measure to enable us_ 
claim the Act in force piecemeal, . 
to enable us to extend the batten 


mandate are to come under the « C 
of the Australian Parliament, As 
no new principle, se is” aibuniteete 
that Australia may carry out its ple 


national Convention, I imagine that 
Royal assent *to’ it, will be received wv 
shortly after a copy of the measure is 
ceived by post in England. _ ; 


Mr. Ryan. —This is not one a Be n 


aM ee 


part ofjhis mission. = 
Mr. GREENE. oN 0, it is not. 


for West Byala (Mr. Ryans I 
speaking from memory, “it “ae 
twelve months from the time the N 
tion Bill was passed by this Parli 
Deron, we PRS: notice that the Ro al 


fact ue its provisions were. so radi 


Board of Trade and the shipping pé 
placed every obstacle possible in the 
of its acceptance. TI do not kno v4 


partment of Trade and Cusiamee 
nexion with the matter, but Ih 
doubt that the Board of. ‘Trade and 
shipping people at Home. desired _ 
some of the stringent. provisions | of 
Act should be watered down. As I 
stated, it was the wreck of the Titamie — 
soon after. the passing of our Navigation ~ 
Bill in 1912 that made. it ‘guages bs. t 


into line with that which we had pa 
If be honorable member suai i 








ceases, oes this pm he sill: see 
that. the articles of ‘the onvention, are 


ie line with the measure. we passed in: 


» 1912. A statement was made by the 
honorable member for Wimmera (Mr. 
“ Cee) this afternoon concerning the 
_ Navigation Commission that ‘eomadoeae 
the measure. I think the Commission 
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‘sequently a N avigation Conference held 
_. in Great Britain, which was attended, on 
behalf of Australia, by the present Prime 
Minister (Mr. Hughes), the late’ Sir 
_, William Lyne, and Sir Harry Wollas- 
ton. The Navigation Bill was before 
ie every. Federal Parliament from 1904 to 
1912, on more. occasions and in more 
various forms than even the Bill for the 
creation’ of an Institute: of Science and 
aad: ry . 
o Mr. Greene.—The Navigation Bill was 
oe Beard for the Royal assent on the 24th 
December, 1912, and was proclaimed in 
= _ Australia in October, W91di0> 


Mr. 
1 Besides” in this measure are very slight, 
‘nothing like the same length of time 
“should elapse before assent is given to it. 
- ‘But I am anxious that the provisions of 
the original Act should be put in opera- 
~ tion. Of course, we have to take over 
; certain marine services from the Suaree, 


that: work must be done. | 

Moe Mr. Gregye.—A vast deal of work has 
been done already. 

‘Mr. TUDOR.—I know that. I believe 










Cy that the Navigation Act is twice as long | 


a8 is any other measure that has been 
sie "passed, by. this Parliament, and the regu- 
- jations made under the ‘Imperial Mer- 
chant Service Act are almost as numerous 
y as those’ made under our own War Pre- 
cautions Act. We ought not to wait for 
Cities” Royal assent to this amending 
- measure before giving effect, to the pro- 
visions: of the: original Act. 


Mr. Grecory.—Can the Act be put in 
“operation an sections 2 





Mr. TUDOR.—Under , the ses dane 


Bh St Ah previously passed by this Parliament, 
eo that. can be done. 
make many material alterations in the 
existing law, which should be put in 
operation | without delay. 


a Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) [9. AA 
P 


rea asked thd question as to how long it 
e “nai bake to. pee eee Royal assent to this 





on Jory, » 19205) 


Poses from 1905 to 1907, and there was sub-- 


TUDOR.—As the amendments 


This Bill does not» 


wi 
ae Balt 


measure, not ‘because I was unaware of 
the time 
measures that are reserved, but rather 
in order to obtain an assurance from 
the- Minister that he would endeavour to 
expedite the matter. There is no doubt 
that a great deal ‘of dissatisfaction arose 


from the fact that the Navigation Act 


was not earlier proclaimed, although when 


the necessity arose for making an amend- 
ment, assent to the amending measure was 
obtained by cable. The honorable member 
for Fremantle (Mr. Burchell) has prae- 
‘tically admitted that the seamen them- 


selves forced action upon the Government. — 


No wonder there are men who complain 
that parliamentary action is no good when 
they found that, as a result of their own 


direct action on ‘eat occasion, the Govern- 


ment were forced to take cortain steps. 
It is unfortunate that the Government 
were not sufficiently alive to the situation 
to take action before they were forced to 
do so by the men. I quite agree’ with 
the remarks that fell from the honorable 


member for Maribrynong (Mr. Fenton) 


with regard to the reservation of Bills. I 
contend that the Royal assent should be 
given upon’ the advice of Australian 
Ministers only. That is part of the pro- 
gramme of the Labour party, and I think 
the time is opportune to have that view 
placed before the edmperial authorities. 

An opportunity to do so was furnished 
in connexion with the mission of the ex- 
Treasurer (Mx. Watt). 


navigation matters. Certain correspond- 
ence between, the Prime Minister (Mr. 
Hughes) and the ex-Treasurer after he 
left Australia has been placed before the 
House, but I hope the Minister in charge 
of the Bill (Mr. Greene) wall give the 
Committee some indication of the 
scope of the ex-Treasurer’s mission, Per- 
haps he will be good enough to explain 
also whether the purposes of the ex- 
Treasurer’s mission were set out in 
writing, so that we may know what the 
ntission, was and what communications 


from the other side of the world led to . 


the honorable member for Balaclava being 
sent to.London. I do not think that the 


cables which have been made public by — 
‘the Prime Minister can be properly inter- 


preted.until we know the*scope of the ex- 


Treasurer’s mission and authority, and 
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usually occupied in the case of — 


I should like to ~~ 
_know ,whether any portion of the ex- — 
Treasurer’s mission was connected with 
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thie circumstances in ‘ which the mission 


was decided upon. 
Question—That the clause be Barer 


to—put. The Committee divided. 
PAVERS 03h ‘ 32 
Noes... ae pee it Ay 
Majority .... bets LD 
pest AYES. | 
Atkinson, L. Hill, W. C. 
Bamford, F. W. Jackson, D. S. 
-~Bell, G. J. Jowett, E. 
Bowden, E. K. Lister, J. H. 
Chanter, J. M. Livingston, J. 
Chapman, Austin Mackay, G. H. 
Cook, Sir Joseph Page, Dr. Earle 
Cook, Robert Prowse, J. H. 


Rodgers, A. 8. 


Corser, E. B. C. 
Ryrie, Sir Granville 


Foster, Richard 


Francis, F. H. Smith, Laird 
Gibson, W. G. Wienholt, A. 
Greene, W. M. Wise, G. H. 
Gregory, a. ‘ 
Groom, L. E. Tellers: 
ays Ae” Burchell, R. J. 
Higgs, W. G. Story, W. H. 
NOEs. 
Blakeley, A. Nicholls,. S. R. 
‘Brennan, F. Riley, E. 
Considine, M. P. Ryan, T. J. 
Cunningham, L. L. Stewart, P. G. 
Gabb, J. M. Tudor, F. G. 
Lazzarini, H. P. West, J. E. 
Mahony, W. G. Tellers: 
Mathews, J. Fenton, J. E. 
Moloney, Parker Watkins, D. 
ParRs. 
Watt, W. A. Anstey, F. 
Poynton, A. Mahon, H. 
Hughes, W. M. Page, James. 

’ Marr, CC. W. C. Makin, N. J. C. 
Maxwell, ss aoe Lavelle, T. J. 
Cameron, Di, - |MecDonald, C. 
Best, Sir Robert. Catts;" J. H. 


Fleming, W. M. Maloney, Dr. 
Question so resolved in the affirmative. 
Clause agreed to. 

Clauses 6 to 11 agreed to. 


Clause 12— 
After section twenty-eight of the Principal 
Act the following section is inserted :— 

284. For the purposes of this Divi- 
sion, ‘seaman’ and ‘apprentice’ include 
any person who is seeking employment as 
a seaman. or apprentice (as the case may 
be) or who is engaged or supplied, or 
who is offered for engagement or supply, 
as a seamen or apprentice on board a 


'  ship.’’ 

Mr. WATKINS (Newcastle) 19. 57)— 
This is a very indefinite definition. It 
sets out to define really what a seaman is, 
and a true description will have a oreat 
effect in putting down crimping, which 
has been, and still is,. rampant around 
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Bill. 


‘Seamen have ex- 
that, under the 
section in the principal Act, an inde 
finite position would arise regarding | the 
designation of a seaman, and how he 
should be shipped on to a vessel. The 
position was such that it ‘admitted of) 
other than practical persons being 
shipped, by any party, in any way, _-with- | 
out proper check being placed upon their — 
actions. But, in regard to the resent % 
proposal of the Government, I he 
clea? understanding whether the ote e 
extreme has not been gone to in permit- 
ting the manning of ships by persons who 
have had no sea- “going experience at. all. 
Unless the position is made quite clear, 
considerable danger and trouble may arise 
in the manning of vessels. We should we 
seek to ensure safety at this stage. ine 


Mr. GREENE (Richmond-_Minwstar 
for Trade and Customs) [9.59].—This is 
a matter to which the honorable member 
for Melbourne Ports (Mr. Mathews) re- 
ferred, and in regard to which a deputa- 
tion froth the executive of the Seamen’s 
Union waited on me some days ago. A 
fear was expressed that this definition, 
applying as it does, to this part of the 
measure, and to this part only, would — an 
weaken the general definition of seamen. _ 
It will not have that effect at all. In ea 
to the complaint made by the honorable 
member for Melbourne Ports that the sea- 
men ‘had not been consulted’ with refer-_ 
ence to these amendments, I might say 
that they were inserted as a result of 
representations made by the executive of 
the Seamen’s Union in order to check- 
mate certain boardinghouse- Bea or 
crimps operating in Newcastle. 

‘seaman ”’ or ‘‘ apprentice’? i 
cipal Act has a very definite tenting 
‘seaman ’’ means a person employed or 
engaged in any capacity on board ship, 
and an “‘ apprentice ’’ a person bound by 
indenture to the sea service. Some diffi- 
culty has arisen in consequence of this 
definition, and in a Court case at New- 
castle, where a man was charged with 
illegally supplying seamen, the defence A 
raised was that the person supplied was : 
not a seaman within the meaning of the 
Act because he was not at the time em-— 
ployed or engaged on a ship. The Court 
upheld the point raised, so that although — i 
the man charged was guilty of the offence, 
he got off. The executive of the Seamer on’s 
Union then ae representations to Ba 

ss cy 


the Australian, coast. 
pressed the fear 
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_ Government in connexion with the mat- 
ter, and this amendment has been inserted 

to meet that case. Outside of sections 28 
_ to 33 the definition will have no effect 
| whatever. It will not affect the definition 
of “seaman’”’ or the obligation thrown 
upon the employers of seamen in relation 


to any other portion of the Act. The only - 


_. purpose is to safeguard the interests of 
‘seamen. oa 
Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
' [10.4].—After the “Minister’s explana- 
tion, I think the seamen’s representations 
‘were correct. Apparently the only reason 
_ for the definition is to prevent men from 
being crimped. 3 
Mr. Greene.—That is all. 
_ Clause agreed to. 





Clause 13— 
Section thirty-nine of the Principal Act is 


amended— — ® 


(b) by omitting sub-section (3) and insert- 


‘ing in its stead the following sub-. 


Agi teagan, sections :— ; 
ma } - ** (3) No seaman shall be rated as ‘ greaser’ 
_ who has not served six months as fireman at 
pea. | 
_ ** (4) No seaman shall be rated as ‘ fireman’ 
who has not served six months as a trimmer 
or fireman at sea. | 
_» ** (5) No, seaman shall be rated as ‘ship- 
_. wright’ or ‘ship’s carpenter’ who has not 
served ‘an apprenticeship as shipwright, or 
_ three years at sea as ship’s carpenter, as the 
_ @ase may be. 
 . «* (6) After the expiration of twelve months 
from the commencement of this Division, a 
peaman shall not be permitted to engage in 
“pny capacity unless he satisfies the Superin- 
tendent that he can pull an’oar and handle a 
{boat x 
__ Provided that this sub-section shall not apply 
to the engagement of a seaman who has not 
- previously served at sea. 
(7) Notwithstanding anything contained in 
this section, persons rated as greasers, fire- 
men, shipwrights or ship’s carpenters, before 
. the commencement of this Division, shal] con- 
tinue to be entitled to be so rated.”’ 


‘Section proposed to be amended— 


fs: ae (3) A Superintendent before whom a seaman 
is engaged shall refuse to ~nter a seaman as 
(  A.B., O.S., greaser, or fireman, in the agree- 
ment unless the seaman gives to him satisjac- 
tory proof of his title to be so rated. 
Co Mrs TUDOR (Yarra) [10.5 ].—Sub- 
 elauses 3, 4, and 5 are quite right, and 
_ sub-clause 6 is a wise provision, as 1b 
‘states that a seaman must satisfy the 
Superintendent that he can pull an oar 
and handle a boat. But their value is de- 
____stroyed by sub-clause 7, which states that 
any persons. rated as greasers, firemen, 
__ shipwrights, or ship’s carpenters, before 
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the commencement of this division, shall | 
continue to be entitled to be so rated. I 


remember on one occasion at Cairns the 


captain of the Wodonga sent two men 
ashore in a boat to tie the ship up. The 
men promptly jumped ashore with the 
rope, and allowed the boat to float down 
the river.. Naturally the captain used 
‘“‘language,’’ and remarked that on 


the next occasion he would send 
a stewardess ashore, as she would 
do better. That was his opinion of 


the ability of those men. The provisions 
in sub-clauses 3, 4, and 5 are perfectly 
satisfactory ; but I would go further, and 
say that no man should be engaged as a 
seaman unless he was able to swim. 
Under the clause as it stands, if a man is 
engaged on a vessel as ship’s carpenter, 
he will be entitled to rate as such when 
the Act comes into operation; though, 
as a matter of fact, he might not be quali- 
fied for that position at all, and as much 
may depend upon his ability as upon any 
one else on board. 

Mr. Stewart.—Do you not think that 
clause 14 meets that position to a great 
extent? It provides that a superintendent 
may refuse to enter a man as A.B., O.S., 
greaser, fireman, shipwright, or ship’s car- 
penter, unless he gives satisfactory proof 
of his title to be so rated ? 

Mr. TUDOR.—No, because a mani need 
only show his discharge as a shipwright 
in order to be rated as such. I suggest 
that the Minister provide, either in this 
or a subsequent clause, that the super- 
intendent, before whom a seaman is en- 
gaged, shall refuse to enter him unless he 


gives satisfactory proof of his title to be 


rated. In Great Britain shipwrights hold 
certificates from the Board of Trade, but 
the Board of Trade in Australia does not 
undertake that duty. I suggest that ship-. 
wrights and carpenters be excluded from 


the operation of this clause, so as to com- 


pel the superintendent to see that only 
competent men are engaged, and that 
trained men may receive a certificate of 
competency. 

Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister 
for Trade and Customs) [10.11].—I can- 
not see my way clear to accept the sug- 
gested amendment. What is done by the 
Bill is to bring under one clause all the 
scattered provisions relating to the rating 
of seamen. Under the original Att fire- 
men and greasers and able seamen who 
are rated at the time of the passing of' 


‘the Act are entitled to be so rated, .and 
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we prapose to treat, shiseecilaee and car- 


penters in exactly the. same way. I think 
that clause 14 fully safeguards the posi- 
tion, but I shall look into: the matter be- 


tween now and to-morrow. 
| _ Progress reported. 


MILITARY STORES, WESTERN 
AU STRALIA, 


a Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs Minis 
ter for Works and Railways) [10. 15).—I 
move-— 


That, in accordance with the provisions of 
the Commonwealth Public Works Committee 
Act 1913-14, the following work be referred to 
the. Parliamentary Standing Committee 
Public Works for their report thereon, viz. 
Mobilization and vehicle stores at Midiana 
Junetion, Western Australia, with necessary 
railway connexion, water supply, &e. 
That the Committee’ be empowered to. sit 
whilst the House is sitting. 

Already at. Liverpool, in New South 
Wales, mobilization and vehicle stores 
have been constructed, and a report by 
the Eublic Works Committee relating to 
similar stores at.Seymour, in Victoria, is 


now before the House. 


Mr. Austin CHapman.—What, ay ae 
special urgency for this motion to-night? 

Mr. GROOM.—This work, which com- 
prises the establishment of a mobiliza- 
tion stores depot, is both necessary and 
urgent. As explained previously to the 
House in connexion with the proposed 
establishment of a similar depét at Sey- 
-mour, Victoria, the Commonwealth Go- 
vernment has arranged with the Jmpe- 
rial authorities for equipment and 
- vehicles for five dismounted ‘and two 
mounted divisions of the Australian Tm- 
perial Force to be sent to Australia. The 
‘equipment and vehicles have to be stored 
_and issued as required. This material is 
now arriving, and the Western Austra- 


Tian portion “of it will, it is proposed, be © 


principally located i in these stores at Mid- 
land Junction. It is, therefore, an ex- 
tremely urgent necessity that the build- 
ings be completed at the earliest possible 


date, as temporary storage accommoda- - 


tion. for only a limited portion of the 
equipment is available. The decision to 
erect these stores at Midland Junction 
has been arrived at after very careful 
consideration by the expert. officers of the 
Defence Department, after: ‘Teviewing ae 
? asele et ste aia ante! yh 3 
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pany. This. work represents a& pi 


whilst tin Pane in. ens Pa i 













Ie is Valerediode that the dep . 
“connected by .a special ‘siding from / 
WeStern Australian railways. The bu 
ings” proposed to be erected ¢ sis 
(a) 1 ordnance store, 
100: feet: soles 

(db) K equipment so 
~ 100. feet. cea) 












46 Feat 


The estimated cost of dhs ‘enh 
the accessory engineering services, 
£34,267. The construction proposed fo1 
the store sheds is of the simplest | deserip- — 
tion, consisting of hardwood wall and 

roof. framing covered with > galva a] 
corrugated iron, the types being 1 
to hose which have been Rei 


Wales; Seyio our, 
where. 




















A. ee of estimate oan : 
B. ak: Ce site, es 


connexion. Pr 
C. Type plan of “Ondnahes @ or 
omen’ Store, ava ‘ 
D. Type plan of Vehieie: Sun 
E. Type plan of Small Aryns 
munition Store. aT 
Further plans and particulars 
made available to the Parlian 
Standing Committee on Public. 
and any additional informatio 
will be submitted later in the 
evidence. ~ _ Been | 
The site consists 7 abate a 
of land situated near Midland Jun 
which is being acquired at a cost of 
from the Millar Timber and Tradi 





scheme for the erection of simila 
in various parts of Australia, 

_ Mr, TUDOR (Yarra) [10.19]. 
this is the first. occasion on -whi 
motion of this kind it has been’ 
that the Committee be empower 











Mr, enn. —The Public Works Com- 
ai atten, at present may, with the permis- 
sion. of the House, sit whilst. the House 3 is 
" es, } 
Mr. ne —It i is not an unusual pro- 

- vision. | 

a ee Mr. TUDOR.—I seat eall to mind a 
previous ,instance, and, in my opinion, 

such a provision matt in all probabilit;. 
2 _ prevent certain members from einbes 
to their duties here. © 
-  * Mr. Groom—-Section 10 of the Pubic 
_ Works Committee Act provides that the 
' Committee shall not meet while either 
House of Parliament is actually sitting, 
Re except by leave of the House. 









“Mr. TUDOR.—In my opinion, if is a 


assbend: principle for honorable members to be 
occupied elsewhere while the House is sit- 
git Does this mean that the members 
he Public Works Committee are going 
* to Western Australia? 
f Mr. Groom.—That is not the object of 
he the provision, but it is open to the Com- 
mittee to go to Western Australia if 
necessary. 
ae ~ Mr, TUDOR.—That condition has been. 
| embodied in this motion for the purpose 
Sof. allowing the six members of this House 
who are members of the Public Works 
y Committee to absent themselves from Mel- 
- bourne while Parliament is sitting. 
not think that that is a wise principle to 
iad adopt. When the Committee of Public 
i “Works Act was passed it was expressly 
q ~ provided that the Committee should not 
2 sit whilst Parliament was sitting. If the 
> workis urgent, cannot the information 
bye fies oan be obtained in Melbourne? 
At Neha nie resolved im the affirmative. 











_ py: “ADJOURNMENT. 
_ Posrrron av Cockatoo Is~tanp—Mr. 
Wart’s RESIGNATION. | 


Motion (by Sir JoserH Oook) pro- 


| That the House do now ai 

ie Me MAHONY (Dalley) [10.22].—I 
Th Tee to direct the attention of the Min- 
ister for the Navy (Sir. Joseph Cook) to 
~ the. position which obtains at Cockatoo 
‘Island. -'The honorable gentleman will 


| «remember that a few weeks ago I pointed | 


out) that there was a considerable quan- 
_ tity of material lying on the island—ma- 





_[r Juny, 1920.] 


' Ness, 


I do. 


x Rae 
* ; ¥, 
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thrown out of employment. I am credibly 
informed that considerably more than 


800 tons of material for the: construction — | 
_ of this vessel are now lying at Cockatoo. 


This material in itself is sufficient to enable 
work on the ship to be carried on for the 
next two or three.months. Yet ‘men are 
being discharged daily. Unless the work 
is proceeded with immediately some 500 
or 600 hands will find themselves in idle- 
I would strongly impress upon the 
Minister the desirableness of doing some- 
thing in this matter. I hope that he will 
not allow himself to be bluffed by any 
statement to the effect that certain | ma- 

terial is not to hand. 

Sir JosrpH Coox.—The ton eneel 
member desires that I should accept ‘his 


word on the matter? 


Mr. MAHONY,—1I ask ‘the hanheaths 
gentleman to make inquiries for himself. 
I have here a copy of a document which — 
shows that all the necessarv material for 
the superstructure of the vessel is already 
on the island. The only parts which are 
missing are parts which will not be re- 
quired until the ship is practically com- 
pleted. 

Sir Joszpn Coox. —-What does the hon- 
orable member think is the reason for the 
delay ? : 

Mr. MAHONY.—1I do. not know. 

Sir Joseph Coox.—I do not, I only 
know what the manager says, viz", bein. 
he has not the requisite material. 

Mr. MAHONY.—If the manager says 
that he has not the material necessary to 
enable the ship to be carried almost to 
completion; he is merely bluffing ths 
Minister. 

Sir Josery sie i —Why should he de- 
sire to bluff me? 

Mr. MAHONY.—That is for him to 
say. The construction of the vessel has 
been. approved, the material is lying on 
Cockatoo Island, and the work should be 
proceeded with. 

. Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) [10. 26). —tl) 
ask the Minister in charge of the House 
whether an opportunity ,will be eiven 
honorable members at a very early date 
to discuss the important statement which. 
was made by the Prime Minister (Mr. 
Hughes) on Friday last. Upon that 


occasion the right honorable gentleman — 
gave certain information to the public ; 


terial required for the construction of a Which was 


eval ship—and that the work of building 
oa mgs vessel aceon “oe proceeded with. 


contained in cable mes- 
sages that had passed between him- 
self and the late Treasurer (Mr. Watt). 
I gather from the press that in the 
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course of that slapemnent this Prime 
Minister affirmed that Mr. Watt had re- 


signed three times prior to his departure 
for London. No doubt that statement 
was made with a view to discrediting the 
late Treasurer. 


Mr. Wiszt.—Why should it be? 


Mr. RYAN.—I conclude that it was 
made with that object, particularly when 
I view it in conjunction with the Prime 
Minister’s statement that the late Trea- 
surer had deserted the duty that he was to 
perform for Australia on the other side of 
the world. I think that, in the public 
interests—not to speak of ‘the interests of 
Mr. Watt himself, who is now about 
12,000 miles distant—an early oppor- 
tunity should be given honorable mem- 
bers to discuss this matter. For my own 
part, I do not think that anybody can 
come to a correct conclusion in regard to 
the contents of those cables unless he is 
placed in possession of the cable com- 
munications from London to the Com- 
monwealth Government, which led up to 
the sending of Mr. Watt to England. 

Mr. Austin Caapman.—The honorable 
member is not likely to see them. 

Mr. RYAN.—It is necessary that we 
should see them in order that we may 
learn what was the requirement of the 
British authorities which led to the send- 
ing of the late Treasurer to London, and 


in order that we may be able to conclude. 


what his authority ought to have been. 
In addition, I think we should know the 
actual instructions which were given to 
him when leaving here. What was the 
scope of his mission? I suppose that it is 
contained in some written document, a 
copy of which should be available to hon- 
orable members. 

Sir JosrpH Coox.—Why, it is all re- 
corded in Hansard. Sada 

Mr. RYAN.—No, it is not. 

Sir Josepn Coox.—Yes, -it is. 

Mr. 
Hansard. Does the Minister for the 
Navy say that the communication from 
the Imperial Government to the Com- 
‘monwealth Government which led up to 
the decision to send Mr. Watt . London 
is recorded in Hansard? 

Sir JosepH Coox.—I do not know of 
any communication from the Imperial 
Government which led to Mr. Watt’s de- 
parture for London. 

Mr. RYAN.—Was there ‘not such a 
combmnunication th: 


‘produced. 


‘from insisting on his resignation 


RYAN.—Excuse me, it is not in. 


of. * 


Mr. RYAN. aes 18 very, pe ap na 
if the Government sent Mr. Watt - 
London without having some previo 
communication from the ec 
sh it e 





































thers rane have been | 
munication from the imperial 
ment. 


4 


have been stated } Tf those resignat 
were in writing—and we have been 
that they were—the documents shoul 
‘No doubt, in addition to 
taining an intimation of his resignatio 
Mr. Watt also notified what ‘were the 
grounds for his action. I am sure the 
country would be interested to know 
what were the representations mad io 
the late Treasurer that prevented hin 





accepted. These are all matters of great 
concern to the people of Australia, pa 
ticularly in view of the fact that we were 
told important. business which had to be 
transacted on the other side of the world 
suffered in consequence of the Minister’ 
delinquency. ‘Therefore, at the earli 
possible moment, honorable member 
ought to be given the opportunity o 
discussing the statements made by th 
Prime Minister, and endeavouring to 
tract the information I have referred 
and other information of a similar n 
ture. I hope that the Minister f 
Navy Coy Joseph Coosa will ee a 


Sir JOSEPH CNOK (Parramatta 
Minister for the Navy and Acting» 
surer) [10.32].—The further inten 
of the Government in regard to the 
ter are nil. The honorable memb 
West Sydney (Mr. Ryan) might ver 
leave our little family quarrels alc 
If he is very anxious to get into a fi 
a have no a he could ia Bes y 


- true i ieichinadl 


sigs on, and ae: wants, to ob in D 





think he had better keep out of it. I 
do not know that it concerns him very 
Oe a ha rice : 
Mr. Ryan.—I am only concerned in 
a family quarrel in so far as it affects 
the people of Australia, whose interests 
are neglected while the family is quarrel- 
Sane. } 
f ee Six JOSEPH COOK.—But in the 


\ A. 


ea 
Rg 
LP egot 















ase is already hopeless. He went to 
Ballarat last night to tell the people 
there what an incompetent crew the Go- 
_vernment had been for some time past. 
_' He has made up his mind. What con- 
cern, therefore, can he have in wanting 
to defend the honorable member for. Bala- 
_ celava (Mr. Watt) as against the Govern- 
ment? ad 
Mr. Ryan.—I am not defending the 
honorable member for Balaclava. But I 
want all the information relative to the 
__ assue in order that the public may arrive 
at a proper decision. 








tion does the honorable member want? 
His leader has seen all the cables, in fact 
has edited them and left some out. He 
_has seen all the cables that I have seen. 


as 
ne = 


may not have seen them all. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—TI hope I have, 
and I believe I have. I suggest to the 
“honorable member for West Sydney that 
the had better leave this family quarrel 
_ alone. Later. on there may be something 
im it for him, but there is very little in 
it for him just now. 
Ihave already told the honorable mem. 


aia ber for Dalley (Mr. Mahony) why work 


4s slack at Cockatoo Island. The boat 
being built there cannot be proceeded 
with because it is alleged that ‘material 
- fequired for its completion in not to 
i he i hand. ' 


_. Mr. Manony.—I maintain that there 





for proceeding with the boat. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I am_ very 
sorry that I cannot set aside the opinion 
of the manager and accept that of my 
honorable friend. | When I asked the 
honorable member just now what motive 
_ the manager could have for discharging 
_ these men, he was unable to furnish me 

with one. | 








is in his mind? 
|» gir JOSEPH COOK.—It is fair to 
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honorable member’s opinion Australia’s | 


BR AOREP ET: COOK What informa: 


Mr. Manony.—The Acting Treasurer 


is no material missing that is necessary _ 


Mr. Manony.—How do I know what 


assume that the manager has no motive 
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but to do the best he can .for his works 
and for the men employed’ there, and 
that he would go on with the building | 
of the ship if he had the material avail- 
able. 

Mr. Manony.—I maintain that inquiry 
will prove that the material is avail- 
able. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—What inquiry ? 

Mr. Manony.—Let the Minister visit 
the Island and get hold of the foremen 
in charge. ‘They will show it to him. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Have they 
shown it to the honorable member? | 

Mr. Manony.—It does not matter who 
told me. I have many ways of getting 
information. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Apparently ! 

Mr. Manony.—Go over and look for 


yourself. | 


Sir JOSEPH COOK. — TI cannot do 
that, but I shall forward a Hansard copy 
of the honorable member’s remarks to-the 
manager for his reply. I am only too 
pleased to keep the men at work if there 
is work for them to do, but I cannot 
pretend to keep 500 or 600 men at work 
if there is nothing for them to do. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 


House adjourned at 10.36 p.m. 








House of Representatives. 
Thursday, 8 July, 1920. 





Mr, Spraxer (Hon. Sir Elliot Johnson) 
took the chair at 2.30 p.m., and read 
prayers. 


NAVIGATION BILL. 
Mr. MATHEWS.—Has the Minister 
for Trade and Customs any intention of 


dealing with those provisions of the exist- 
ing navigation law which provide for 


_ the punishment of desertion and of other 


offences? Has he any intention of giving 
relief to the seamen in these matters? 

Mr. GREENE.—I shall be glad if the 
honorable gentleman will bring the mat- 
ter under notice when the Bill is before 
us. 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE, | 
Mr. HIGGS.—Has the Acting Trea- 


-surer made the statements attributed to 


him in the Age of to-day and the Argus 


City aye 








- 


- Motion of — 


of Tuesday? ‘The latter journal states 


that, though the revenue has exceeded the 


estimate by over £6,000,000, the expendi- 
ture has exceeded it by £4,000,000; while 
the statement of the Age is that, although 
the revenue has exceeded the estimate by 


- £6,500,000, the expenditure has imcreased 


by nearly £4,500,000. 


~ Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I read those 
figures with amazement. Neither state- 
ment is correct. I have made no an- 
nouncement about our revenue and expen- 
diture except in the loosest way, because, 
until we ean bring the London accounts 


to balance, it is impossible to say exactly. 


what has been received and spent. Last 
week, I gave a rough approximation of 


what the revenue would be in excess of 


the estimate, but I have made no state- 


ment»concerning our expenditure, and I 


do not know where the figures published 


in the newspapers were obtained. The 
statements ‘are preposterously incorrect, 
and a protest should be made against 


these attempts. to disseminate ‘figures 


which have no foundation in fact. 


Tt will be found, I thmk, when the “ 


books are balanced, that on the expen- 
diture side we have exceeded the esti- 
mate by, perhaps, £1,000,000, but I cans 
not say that definitely. Of that £1,000,000, 
the sum of £600,000 will have been spent 
in increasing war pensions. It is wrong 
of these journals to publish statements 
without attempting to check their accu- 
racy im any way. 


MOTION OF CENSURE. 
Mr. -TUDOR.—1I desire to give notice 


of a motion of censure, and would have 


liked the Prime Minister to be present, 


though, of course, the Minister acting for 


him is at liberty to take any action he 


may think fit in regard to the matter. 


To-morrow, I will move :— 


‘That the Government is deserving of censure 
for its general incapacity, and more particu- 
larly— sl 
(a) for its failure to prevent an inordinate 
rise in the cost of living; 

((b) for its failure to keep its pledges 
~ with returned soldiers and their de- 

pendants; Se a 
(c) for its failure to take steps to deal 

-with the causes of industrial unrest; 

(ad) for its failure to secure an adequate 

return to the Australian people for 

their wool and other primary pro- 
‘ducts sold overseas; 


sity OW . Ve of . 
f t 
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one course to take; but there is su 
-smack of Ballarat about the motio 


will I hake any statement at all rega 


discovered some one in Australia com- 



















on! 
iN 


Ve 





(e) for its failure to make definite 
contracts for the sale of such 
‘ducts which would have prev 
any possibility of profiteering over 
seas in Australian products at th 
expense of Australian producers, an 
would have made it possible to secure 
a prompt adjustment of accounts | 
connexion with such sales, 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Un 


nary circumstances, there would 










































_ Mr. McDonazp:—You have hoe ht | 
to make a speech at this stage. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Quite so; 


ine the matter at the present momen 
Later: | “ty PARR IR Yc) 
Mr. TUDOR—Now + hat the Prime 
Minister is here, and has been informed 
of my notice of motion, I ask him . 
intends to treat it as eavalierly as it 
treated by his deputy. What action de 
he propose to take in regard:to it? — 
Mr. HUGHES.—I propose to procee 
with the business of the day, leaving ~ 
honorable member’s notice of motion. 
take its place on the business-paper in the 
usual way. It is about time we did som 
work. Bee MEey A ce 
CAPITOL FOUNDATION STON] 
Casxer and Mauer.) 0) ee 
Mr. BAMFORD.—1I direct the atten- 
tion of the Minister for Works and Rai ; 
ways to the report that the Director 
Federal Capital*Design and: Constructi 
prepared the désign of the casket a 
mallet used-by the Prince of Wales in 
ing the foundation stone of the capite 
Canberra recently, and desire to as. 
Mr. ‘Griffin was the person referred to, 
and whether there could not have 


peterit to do the work without referring 1 
to a man from another part of the wor. 

Mr. GROOM.—The Director in chat 
of the particular branch of the Depar 
ment’ concerned with the visit of th 
Prince was the proper person to 
in the matter. Although the wo: 
designed by him, it was executed b 
tralian workmen in Australia, out of . 
walian timber 4 Waly ae ee 


era COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE. 


= My Mr JOWETT (for Mr. McWrrrtams) 
K asked the Prime Minister, wpon notice— 


hee Whether, in view of. the alleged unsatisfac- 
der position of the office of ‘High Commis- 
sioner and the urgent necessity for revising 
_ the functions and expenses of that office, the 
Prime Minister will afford this House an op- 
portunity of considering the whole situation 
before making any further appointments in 
_ * connexion with that Department? 


Mr. HUGHES.—The question of the 
re-organization of the High Commis- 
ssioner’s office was one of the matters into 
which Mr. ‘Watt was to have inquired 
- during. his visit to London. -In view, 
however, of recent Ter lbaruent. of which 
the House has been made aware, other 
; steps will now have to be taken, and I 
Prior aM give the whole question my early 
! ie eattention. ibe 


_ NAURU ISLAND PHOSPHATES. 


Mr. HILD asked the Prime Minister, 
upon notice— 


_ Whether; in view of tne: various statements 

which have appeared in the press regarding 

‘probable increases in the cost of phosphates to 

the farming community, the Prime Minister 

will please state— 

-.. (a) What operations dre now being carried 
on in the Island of Nauru? 

R b) What is the cost of phosphate rock, 
f.o.b. Nauru, exclusive of adminis- 
trative charges— (i) now; (ii) for 

No the year prior to the war? - 

_{c) What rates of wages have hitherto 

| “heen paid to workmen on. the 

¢ island? 

(d) Is any alteration of rates abana, 

such as would increase. the  f.o.b. 
cost; and, if so, to near extent per 
aon." 

ek What amount will be ndwd to the cost 
per ton of the proposed annual out- 
put by the royalty or other payments 
under the mandate, 
jpenses of Commonwealth adminis- 
tration? | 

_ (f) At what price per ton will the. phos- 

ne phate rock be sold, f.o.b., 

































to pur- 

Peay chasers? f 
Roe) HUGHES The ” information 
ont, Mgleed. for by the honorable member i is not 


na ut at pa available. 


WAR SERVICE HOMES. 
“Ne ‘BLUNDELL asked the Minister 
ise the Minister for Repatria- 
tion, Upon notice— ; 


- 1..Has'a conference been held in connexion 
with the overlapping in South Australia of 
‘the State and Federal Departments for the 
ane building of ‘soldiers’ homes? - i 












plus the ex--. 


Homes. 


a Tf. Bo; 
Dace a at? 
3. What is the nature of the arrangement? 


4. Will the Minister lay upon the table, of 


the House all reports received from officers of 


“the Department in connexion with the estab- 


lishment of a War Service Homes Peper nen 
in South Australia? 


Mr. LATRD 
to the honorable member’s questions are 


as folleow:— 


1, 2; 3. The matter is to be disenssed, tet 
representatives of the South 
vernment next week, 

4. Until the conclusion of: negotiations it is 
not desirable to table these reports, but upon 
completion of negotiations these and all other 
relative documents will be made available, 


WOOL CONFERENCE. 


Mr. CUNNINGHAM asked the Prime 


Minister, wpon notice— 


Whether he will make available the names 
of the representatives of the combined -ecounéils 
of the wool-growers and wool-brokers of Aus- 
tralia with hout, on Friday, the 2nd of July, 


he conferred with reference to the wool 
position? 
Mr. HUGHES.—The representatives 


of the wool-growers and wool-brokers who 
conferred with me on 2nd July, and who 
were introduced by Mr. J. H. Prowse, 
va are as follow :— 
Wool-growers. 
New South Wales.—J. Mackay, 


Killen, A. §, Austin, and Hon. A. 
Queensland. —Jas. 
Rese de C. Field. 


outh Australia——-R. T. Melrose and A. EF 
Hamilton. 


Ww. W. 
E. Hunt. 


Victoria—B. Cummins, C! R. Murphy, and 
H. MeClelland. on 
Western Australia.—D. McRae. 


‘Leslie Smith, Secretary, Pastoralists - Asso- 


ciation, 
Wool-brokers. 


Queensland.—T. Mellwraith Taylor and R. 
W. Cran. 

New South Wales—E. R. Gr anam, Frank 

‘ Young, and K. Del. Cudmore. 

Victoria. Geo; Te. Aitken, Ro J, Boyne, and 
A. F. Hooper. 


Seuth Australia—Horsley Chapman and T._ 


EK. Yelland. 
~ Tasmania.—Geo. Cragg. 
J. D. Coutts, Secretary, Wool-brokers’ Asso- 


ciation. 
ALLOWANCE POST-OFFICES. 
Mr. GABB asked the 


General, upon notice— 


A 


Australian Go- 


Clark and R. Mathieson. 


Poste | 
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was a satisfactory arrangement 


SMITH. —-The answers ~ 


it Whether there has been any increase in _ 


e rate to- finn compared with June, 1914? 


_the rate of payment for allowance Posts ae 
Since 1914? 


es If so, what is the percentage increase in : 


— ar 
af at om 





New Guinea. 


Mr. WISE.—The answers to the hon- 
orable member’s questions are as fol- 
lowe | 

1. Yes. 

2, 24.48 per cent. 


NEW GUINEA. 
InpENTURED LaBour. 


Mr. GABB asked the Minister for 
Home and Territories, upon notice— 

1. Whether indentured labour is allowed in 
New Guinea by the Australian Government? 

2. If so, is it correct that contracts are for 
three years at a minimum wage of 5s. per 
month for men, and 4s. per month for women 
and boys? 

3. Has the British Government announced 
the abolition of indentured labour in all terri- 
tories under its control? 


Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—1 shall be glad 
if the honorable member will repeat his 
question on Wednesday next, and state, 
at’ the same time, whether it applies to 
the territory in New Guinea which was 
once in possession of the Germans, 


POST-OFFICES IN NEW SOUTH 
WALES AND VICTORIA. 


‘Erections, ALTERATIONS, ADDITIONS, 


Mr. LAZZARINI asked the Post- 
master-General, wpon notice— 


Whether he will inform the House as to— 

(a) The number of new post-offices erected in 
country towns in the States of Victoria and 
New South Wales since 1900, and the popula- 
tion of each of such towns, as well as the 
total cost of each of the new premises? * 

(6) The number of alterations and additions 


_to post-offices in Victoria and New South 


Wales in the same period, and the cost of 
such work in each instance? 

Mr. WISE.—This is a matter within 
the province of the Department of 
Works and Railways. 


INDUSTRIAL CONFERENCE. 
Mr. MAKIN asked the Prime Minis- 


ter, upon notice— 

1. Whether the Government will intimate 
upon what date it is anticipated the In- 
dustrial Conference will assemble? 

2, What arrangements do the Government 
intend to make in meeting the expenses of the 


representative delegates attending the Con- 


ference? 


Mr. HUGHES.—The answers to the 
honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
low :-— | 

1, Replies are awaited from certain of the 
bodies which have been invited to send repre- 
sentatives to the proposed Conference. It is 
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tion of the Government. le 





PROBATE DUTIES, _ vai 
Payments in Stock AND Bonps. 


| iat) 
Mr. WEST asked the Treasurer, upon : 
notice— iis is 


‘I. Will he state the amounts paid in stock — 
or bonds for succession or probate duties each 
year? ees; ts My 

2. What is the total amount of stock or 
bonds that have been cancelled up to the 30th 
June, 1920? a 

3. Is it a fact that the Commonwealth Gor > 
vernment stock and bonds have been pur- 
chased at a discount from 5 to 10 per cent. in 
connexion with the payment of succession or 
probate duties? a see ay 

4..If so, will the Treasurer take steps to 
enable the Commonwealth to receive the bene- 
fit of such reduction on the purchase value of __ 
stock and bonds below par? — Minreire ) ae 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The anaes 
to the honorable member’s questions are. 
















a 












as follow :-— heat a 
1, 1915-16 £143,330 . 
1916-17 518,920) 8) 0 
1917-18 393,460. Spat 
1918-19 ATG 200 rn te ee 
1919-20 1,063,220) cian dak 
£2)504,190 1s gr gs 


tH 
f 


2. £6,223,250. : Peo ene 
_,3: The Government has no knowledge that 
Commonwealth war stock and bonds are. 
being purchased on the open market with the 
intention of using them 
bate and succession duty. 
sah ied being done. ede sa 
. The Government is powerless in the 
matter. The prospectuses’ setting ‘thet 
conditions under which the several loans are 
raised state that bonds and B: 
cepted at par in 
cession duty. 







JERGER AND HIRSCHFIELD 
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both of the persons concerned ? 






a Australian 


| 3: Will “he ‘eause copies of the evidence 


ts taken and the report with respect to either or 


both of the above persons to be laid on the 


table of the*House before steps are taken to 


P _ deport either of the above persons? 


Mr. HUGHES.—The answers are:— 


Pig NO, 


ts, No. : : 
are ARMY PAY CLERKS. | 
_ Mr. MATHEWS (for Dr. Maroney) 
asked the Minister representing the Min- 
aster for Defence, upon notoce— 


1. Is the Minister aware that clerks en- 


‘listed in the Army Pay Corps in the Defence 


Department, some of whom have a wife and 


‘two children, are receiving £3 10s. per week, 


without issue of uniform and underclothing, 


while clerks in the same Department, enlisted 


for Home Service, are receiving £3 178, 6d. 


per week with issue of uniform and under- 


clothing? - | 


2. If so, is he prepared to grant the latter 


rate and conditions to the clerks of the Army 
Pay Corps? 

oie 
matter has been brought under notice 
and is receiving consideration. 


GRANVILLE RYRIE—The 


GALLIPOLI STAR. 


Mr. BURCHELL asked the Minister 
_ fepresenting the Minister for Defence, 
upon notice— ' 


1. Whether it is a fact that there is strong 


criticism from soldiers entitled to the Gal- 
ilipoh Star that the workmanship 


is very 


- faulty, also that the metal from which the 


Ps. Star is made is of very poor quality? 
'. 2. If he is not aware of these defects, will 
_ he cause inquiry to be made into the matter? 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE—The 


_. answers to the honorable member’s ques- 





tions are as follow :— 


1. The 1914-15 Star was designed, and the 


- whole supply for issue to members of the 


Australian Imperial Force, was manufactured 


in Great Britain, the engraving only of the 
mame of the recipient being carried out in 
. Australia. 
_ eriticism from soldiers as to workmanship 
- or quality of metal. 


I am not aware of any strong 


~ 2..The supply having been arranged by the 


NA Imperial Government, and the star being the 
same foregall troops entitled, whether British 
or Dominion, it is not thought that any use- 


ful purpose would be served by pursuing the 

questions raised by the honorable member. 
AUSTRALIAN PORTS. 

po) (Derre or Water. : 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN asked the 


_ Minister for the Navy, upon notice— 


1. Has any report been furnished regard- 


a ing the Renown being unable to enter Port 


[8 Suny, 1920.] 
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Phillip except at high tide, or the cause of — 
delay in the vessel entering the harbor, on 
the recent visit of His Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales? 

2. What reason has been given for the fact 
that the Renown had to leave Sydney Harbor 
on a high tide and wait outside the Heads for 
His Royal Highness to go aboard at his 
schedule time for leaving? 

3. Has he noticed that no similar difficulty 
was experienced when the Renown entered 
and left Jervis Bay? 

4. Can he state how many ships trading 
to Australia are unable to safely enter or 
leave either Port Phillip or Port Jackson at 
low tide?. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The answers 
to the honorable member’s questions, are 
as follow :— 

1. and 2. No report has been furnished. 
H.M.S. Renown is under the orders of the 
British Admiralty. 

3. So far as I am aware no difficulty was. 
experienced when H.M.S. Renown entered or 
left Jervis Bay. 


4, All ships trading to Australia are able : 


to safely enter or leave Fort Phillip at low 
tide, and this applies also to Port Jackson 
with the possible exception of one ship. 


»GENERAL POST OFFICE, 
MELBOURNE. 


OLEANERS. 


Mr. LISTER asked the Postmaster- 


General, wpon notice— 


1. Whether it is a fact that there are several 
women, some of whom are widows and the 
sole support of themselves and their children, 
at present employed as cleaners in the General 
Post Office in’ Melbourne and elsewhere, who 
are in receipt of only 27s. 6d. per week? 

2. As bonuses and increases in wages have 
been granted to others employed in the De- 
partment in order to, in some measure, meet 
the increased cost of living, will the Post- 
master-General recommend such increase as 
is necessary to enable these female employees 
to enjoy reasonable comfort? 


Mr. WISE.—The answers to the hon- 
orable member's questions are as fol- 
low :-— 

1. The rate at present paid to such em- 


‘ployees in Victoria is 27s. 6d. for twenty-four 


hours weekly, but recently it was approved | 
by the Acting Public Service Commissioner 
to increase the payment to 30s. per week as 
from 10th July, 1920, and instructions are 
being issued accordingly. . é 

2. See answer to No. I. 


INCOME TAX: AVERAGE BASIS. © 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN asked the 


Treasurer, upon notice— 


If he has given consideration to the sug- | 


gestion as to the fairness of altering the in-  — 


come tax so as. to enable the farmer and 


a 





years, instead of the present system, which is 
A Rant ie 0 work so inequitably? is 


Oe JOSEPH COOK-“This “matter 


o - 


will be considered by the Royal Commis- 


| sion which itis proposed to appoint to 
ihquire into and report on the whole in- 
F idence of Commonwealth taxation. 


b oe ~~ 


BPEDERAL CAPITAL. 
Mr. ROBERT COOK asked thé Prime 
Minister’ woon notice— ® 


In view of the serious financial position of 
dhe ‘Commonwealth and the urgent need of 
money for repatriation, is it the intention of 


of temporary buildings ‘at Canberra ? 


Mr. HUGHES.—AAs soon as the finan- 

cial position of the Commonwealth per- 
mits, the Government intends to proéeed 
_ with the building of the Federal Volo 
& 


# PERMANENT MILITARY FORCES: 
PAY: | 


ae AUSTIN CHAPMAN iad the | 


Minister representing the Minister for 
Defence, upon nolice— Kacy 

Will he inform the House what was the re- 
sult of his inquiries, as promised, into the 
statements made regarding the supposed in- 
erease of payment to the members of the Mili- 


tary Forces,especially the ranks and non-com- 
eee officers ? 


“Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE. _The re- 
presentations which have been made in 
regard to the rates of pay of the Per- 
manent Military Forces are receiving 
consideration, and a statement concerning 
same will be made at an early date. | 


CONCILIATION AND ARBITRATION 
he Sewn TT is 

Mr. BLUNDELL asked the Prime 
- Minister, ‘wpon notice— | 
Whether the Government. will appoint with- 


out delay an additional Deputy Judge to the 
Arbitration” Court ‘to deal with the claims of 


the various associations of Government em-_ 


ployees? « 


Mr. HUGHES: ine Commonwealth 
- Conciliation and Arbitration Act only 
provides for the appointment of one 


Deputy Judge. The measures proposed, 


to be taken’ with regard to Government 
employees’ claims will shortly be made 


known to the House, and legislation in- | 


ie troduced: oe anh effect ae 





grazier os be Bein see tosea on an. “average ay 
basis, extending over a term of three, or five. 


- The last inerease of 9s. 6d. per wer 
the Governifent to proceed with the erection . os 


_ to remedy this state of affairs? 






























pensioners are i eoribe mals. hardships 0 

to the high cost of living? ae 
2. If so, in view of the. difficu 

enced by pensioners, will the 

favorably consider the necessity. for 

the amount of pension in poner 

babe at cost of pee ae 


the poe to promise Berna 


absorbed . in’ the six months 
£693,000. The fo ee 
probably be £1,500 0,000.” 


DEPORTATION OF {TALI : 
Mr. BRENNAN asked the pa: m 


ister, upon notice—_ gh ve 


4 


House a copy of the ntatgen cdl referred 
the Prime Minister in answer to the h 
member for Corio as reported — bs 
12th May, 1920, page 2003? ~~ 

2. If not, will the Prime Minister 
statement laid on the table. at a 
convenience? — 


Mr. ue HS —The 


. oferta service? 
2, If so, what steps ‘are ‘cue 


3. a ait a fact that a a rt 
sri months peal 


4. If so, when © may they exes 
bi tui comme | ee oe [eae 















able member's dusenoHe are. as” , 


1. It is, unfortunately, a fact that t 
tion is serious in Sydney. | This con 
been brought about by the limited 
the Treasury has been able to ma. 
from time to time during the pas 
‘as well as the cost and difficulty 





ape bebick facters have fel ee it im- 
possible to carry out the necessary works in 
rg * the Sydney network. 

2. In March last, the Acting Treasurer gave 

, - approval for this Department to. invite tenders 


for material to be delivered during the present 


financial year, and a large portion of this su 


/ has been utilized to obtain material and ap- . 


_ paratus for Sydney, which, when received 
_ should improve the service to some extent. 
oe 3. Tt is:a fact that a: large number of per- 
Bi sons are unable to obtain telephone facilities, 
although application was made months ago, 
_ for the reasons given in answer to question 
- No. I, but it is not the practite of the Depart- 
_ ment to retain the deposits unless the appli- 
_ ¢ants desire the Department to do so. 
4. No effort is being spared to overtake 
arrears, but it is not possible to give any defi- 
-- nite information as to when telephone con- 
_.- nexions cam be given, owing to the fact that the 





' material which is necessary to give service has - 


to be obtained from abroad, and. the conditions 

be existing overseas are such that no definite date 

of delivery can be given by the manufacturers, 
: a are unwilling to bind themselves: to specific 
qa | = A 


. i 


_ ALLOWANC CE POSTMASTERS. 
ane NICHOLLS asked the Postmaster- 


iy General, upon notice— 


te 
1 













ts 1. Ef he will supply all allowance postmasters 
with a copy of the revision of each year’s work, 
Bt the revision on which their salaries are based? 
_ 2. Where allowance postal officials fail to 
~ make out special accounts for messenger and 
detention fees due to them, what becomes of 


eg such fees? 
‘ Mr. WISE.—The answers to the honor- 


case able member’s questions are.as follow :— 





aha 1. The revision is. made on the statistics of 

" business transacted at the post-office during the 

previous year, particulars of which business are 
available at the office. 

2. Under the law, such fees must be paid to 

. revenue, and the official, who is entitled to 

_ such, has in the-past been required to make 


claim. As a result of recent inquiry by the 


oe ¢ Inspector of Accounts, action is being taken to 
» “pay, in future, without formal application. 





, | Postmaster-Coneral, upon notice— 


i tide at: 2” fact that notifications are being 
ieaent to allowance post-office keepers in New 
_ South Wales cutting down by afew pounds 
their small allowances? 


2. With reference to the promise made in Par- 


mee iameént, concerning the question of payments to 
wie allowance officers, has any action been taken? 
perth, OBULEE 80, will he inform the House with what 
ky result? 


Mr. WISE. ——The answers. to. the honor- 


oe able member’s questions are as follow:— 

MSGR Not og work: of an allowance postmaster 13 

ie “Fides Eaovnciad and ) aha in for control is 
ah 


{4 







OB i ULY, eee 


1) Me. AUSTIN GHAPMAN asked the 


Postmasters. 





adjusted thereon. No reduction in payment is 


made unless the value of the work has decreased. 


by an amount in excess of £3. The allowance 
postmaster is notified) when any variation in 
the amount of payment is made. © : 
2. Yes. 4 
3. The matter is now under consideration of 
the Treasurer, 


f 


POSTAL RECEIVING OFFICES. 
Pay or SEMI-OFFICIAL OFFICERS. 


Mr. ‘NICHOLLS asked the Dosen: 


‘General, upon notice— 


1. What is the number of receiving offices in” 
the Commonwealth of Australia? 
2.-What was the total amount paid to receiv- | 


ing officers for conducting the business of their 
offices for the year ending 30th June, 1919? 

3. What is the number “of allowance offices in 
the Commonwealth ‘of Australia, and what. is 


the total amount paid to such officers for con-— 


ducting the business of their offices? 

4. What is the total profit or loss on the 
workine of allowance offices for the year ending 
the’ 30th June, 1919? 

5. What is the number of semi- -offidial offices 
in the Commonwealth of Australia, and what is 
the total. profit or loss on such offices for the 
year ending the 30th June, 1919? 

6. Are semi-official officers paid the liying 
wage, and are they allowed to conduct another 
business apart from their official work? 


Mr. WISE—T he answers to the honor- 


able member’s questions are as follow :— 


I. 2.468. 

2. The figures of cae of receiving offices, al- 
lowance offices and semi-ofticial offices separately 
are not readily available. The total expenditure 


in this connexion for the year 1918-19 Was 
£291,872. 
AP ie 620. See answer to No. 2. 


4, This information: is not available. 

5. 145. Information as to profit and loss is 
not, available. 

6. The minimum payment in thjs respect iver 
Ist July, 1920, is at the rate of £156 per 
wanum. These officers are not allowed to con- 
duct. another business. 


WAR PENSIONS AND 
ALLOWANCES. 


War Wripows anpD MorHers. 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN asked the 


Acting Treasurer, upon notice— 


]. Is it a fact that drastic reductions, caus- 


ing great privation and hardship, have been 
made in the pensions and allowances of war 


-widews and mothers of deceased soldiers, in 


many cases as much as 50 per cent.? 
2. If so, will he inform the House why this 


has been done, and what are these folks expected 


to do when suddenly deprived of the means of 
living? 


2608 eee Wheat Bags. i 


eae LATRD SMITH, This Macaig: 
should have been addressed to the Minis- 
ter for Repatriation, who has furnished 


(REPRESENTA 


me with the following reply: — | 


1 and 2. No pensions have 


but certain allowances previously granted have 
been aifected by the recent amending Repatria- 


been decreased, 


tion Bill. The matter is now being looked into, 


and meanwhile a direction has been issued that 
the old allowances will be continued pending a 


_ decision upon the questions involved. 


‘MAIL CONTRACTORS: FODDER 
ALLOWANCE. 


Mr. NICHOLLS asked the Postmaster- 


General, upon notice— 


1, Whether investigations into the working — 


conditions of country mail contractors have 


been completed, and, if so, will 
General take the earliest 


adequately compensating them for loss caused 


the Postmaster- 
opportunity of 


through the abnormally high price of fodder? 


2. Will the Postmaster-General prevent in the 
future any contractor taking a mail contract 


at a ridiculously low price? 


Mr. WISE.—The answers to the honor- 
able member’s questions are as follow :— 
1. The inquiries. which it is necessary to 


make are not yet complete, but they will be 


expedited as much as possible, 
an early decision to be given. 


so as to enable 


2. It would be opposed ‘to the spirit of public 
tendering to decline the lowest tender received 
if in other respects the tenderer is satisfactory. 
The Department is not aware of all the factors 
which influence tenderers when preparing their 


tenders. 


AMENDMENT 
OF THE CONSTITUTION. 


ConvENTION. 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN asked the 


Prime Minister, wpon notice—. 


1. Will he inform the House 


if it is contem- 


. plated to introduce a Bill this session to pro- 
vide for a convention to deal with constitu- 


tional amendment? 
_ 2. If so, can he say when? 


Mr. HUGHES. —The answers to the 


honorable members questions are as fol- 


ae — 


1. Yes. 
oD As soon as the state of 
Bert. 


@ 


public business 


WHEAT BAGS. 
Mr. NICHOLLS asked the Minister for 
boa and Customs, upon notice— 


Whether he has made provision for an 
ses supply of wheat itt for uss ae 


A wheat harvest? 


AY 


‘reasonable rates? Reta F ee OO 


vision, amongst other things, for facil 


party to ee ibn i e, PREG ho 


















see that Acer ‘are i isen a au ) 


Mr, GREENE. ora answers Yon | 
ee members das) are ee l= 





to at or itiniribute whens ace, 
coming harvest, the trade having bee 
to revert to its usual channel. ‘ 
added that it was intimated to t 
ment after the sale of sacks mad 
during the war, that the Calcutta ier 
were not prepared to sell to the G er 
in the future. ey Mee 

2. See re to No. 1. 


Has anything been done to give ‘effec 
the expressed intention of the Governme 


Mr. LAIRD SMITH. na Bill t 
end is NOW. pees drafted )\ 0 tim 





















Mr. LAZZARINT asked. the io oe 


x 


master-General, wpon notice— 


Whether he will make provision to 
temporary postal assistants with years 
vice and good record, who are to-day : 
tially necessary for carrying on the wor 
the Postal Department, to receive oo 
appointment in such Department? _ 


Mr. WISE. ore ‘is a matter 


cies for postal assistants, to whom th 1 
tions would mean promotion, an 
is no justification for appointix i 
porary employees. In any case, : 
were found necessary to make 
ments from outside the Public 
an open competitive examin: 
be arranged. nh 


BRITISH AND RUSSIAN a 
: NATIONALS. 
Mr. CONSIDINE asked th 
inister, wpon notice—_ 


1. Whether an “agreement. Hee tee 
into between the Imperial Governme 
Soviet Government of Russia ma 


respectively the return of nationals 









_Wato out ees 


| Mr. HUGHES.—The answers to the 
honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
low:— 
Ae WE An agreement! was entered into between 


|” Messrs. O’Grady and Litvinoff, representing 
‘ eee British Government and the Soviet Govern- 


fee. 


a Wace “The Se aienienith Government is in com- 

- munication with the British Government as 
to the precise intention of the parties and the 
“Meaning of the document. 


a oe hg reply to No. 2. 


“WELL OIL PROSPECTING. 


f, ‘Mr. LAZZARINI asked the Prime 
Minster, upon notice— 

1. Whether the Government is prepared to 

- give any assistance to private persons desirous 

. air of prospecting for well oil, provided such per- 

ik sons can satisfy an expert that there is good 

- grounds for expecting a payable quantity of 

ee i hae oil? 
2. If so, to what extent would such assist- 


> sate be given? 


Me Mr. HUGHES.—The Commonwealth 
| Peeeeraiment has already offered a reward 
¥ roe £10,000 for the discovery of oil in 
- payable quantities. It is considered, how- 
- ever, that the question of granting as- 
_ sistance to prospectors for oil is one for 
_ consideration by the Governments of the 
States, but at the recent Conference of 
ae Premiers I intimated that the Common- 
” wealth Government was prepared to co- 
Pree with the evo in the matter. 
















WOOL SALE TO BRITISH 
GOVERNMENT. 


PRODUCTION OF PaPERs. 


i 4 ‘Minister, upon notice— 

"Whether he will lay on the table of the 
Hola the whole of the cables leading up to 
the disposal of Australian wool to the British 
Government, including those concerning the 

actual sale “to the Government and those re- 
- lating to the distribution of Pept on re- 
Bales?” 


Mr. HUGHES. —These papers have al- 
<< ‘ea been !aid on the table of the House, 
in response to the request of the honor- 
able member for Echuoa. 








a Te Jo ULY, - 1920.) Postal Officials Tuberculosis. 


4g oh a 50, is. oy Busine iw call included in 
the scope of such agreement? 

a 3. Has” this agreement been carried out in go 
far as” ‘it. affects citizens of the Soviet Repub- 

lic now resident in the Commonwealth? 

4, he not, why not? 


CUNNINGHAM asked the Prime 
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TELEPHONE: BRUCE ROCK TO 
KORBEL, ~ 


Mr. WISE.—On the 2nd instant the 
honorable member for Dampier (Mr. 
Gregory) asked me, inter alia, the follow- 
ing questions :— 


1. Whether it is a fact that the erection of 
a telephone from Bruce Rock’to Korbel, West- 
ern Australia, a distance of 104 miles, exclu- 
sive of the cost of the erection of poles, cost 
approximately £500? 


2. Will the Minister lay on the table the’ 
details of this expenditure? 


I promised that the infomation would 
be obtained. The following is the 
reply :— | 

1, The erection of a telephone line from 
Bruce Rock to Korbel, Western Australia, has 
recently been completed at a total cost of 
£485 lls. 7d. This cost is exclusive of the 
cost of the erection of poles. The actual 
length of the line, however, is 16 miles 28 
chains of metallic circuit. 


2. The Capen caynTS is made up as follows:— 


ate Se 

(Material ” ; 296 0 2 

Labour (departmental) 515 4 
Payment to Railway Depart- 
ment for construction of 

line ; 1527: 5 

Freight and fares 31 8 8 

£485 11 7 


‘POSTAL OFFICIALS: 
TUBERCULOSIS. 


Mr. WISE.—On the Ist instant the 
honorable member for Darling (Mr. 
Blakeley) asked me the following ques- 
tions :— 

(a) The number of postmen and assistants 
of the Mail Branch, New South Wales, 
who have, during the past three years, 
submitted medical certificates of ill- 
ness through tubercular troubles? 

(6) The number not postmen and assistants 
in the same branch who have died dur- 
ing the past three years owing to 
tubercular complaints? 


I promised that the information would 
be obtained. The following is the reply :— 

Five postmen and. eight assistants sub- 
mitted medical certificates of illness through 
tubercular troubles; two postmen and three 
assistants died of complaint. 


These figures are approximate. The ex- 
pense of examining the records of all offi- 
cers concerned in order to obtain the ac- © 
tual figures would not, I think, be justi- 
fied. 












































Dy) a) poems ae 1 fc 
The following’ papers were presented : — 


_ Public Service Act—Department of Trade 
_and Customs—Appointments of— : 


.s Boa. A. Blumer, J. P. Farrell, G. A. Mur- 
mono ray, andy 0. Js Middleton. 


DESTITUTE ALLOWANCE. 
- Debate resumed from 1st July (vide 
page 2482), on motion “by ~~ Dr. 
- MatonEy— “ 
SD That this House is of opinion that the 
‘Invalid and Old-age Pensions Act should be 


amended in order to provide for a destitute 
allowance to be made to all inhabitants who 


are destitute, so that any person making~a- 


statutory declaration (to a postmaster, Cus- 
toms officer, or other appointed Commonwealth 
offieial, a schoolmaster, a union secretary, a 
magistrate, or other appointed individual) ‘that 
ke or she is insufficiently fed, aiathed, or 
sheltered, shall be paid as. soon as possible the 
sum of 15s, perweek, and for each child 7s. 6d. 
per week, until~ relieved. 

_ 2. That the passing of the foregoing resolu- 
tion be an instruction to the Government of 
the Commonwealth to bring in the necessary 
-amending Act. 


Mr. PROWSE (Swan) [3.1].—I forfeit 
my right to continue the debate on this 


motion. I have already said what I de- 
‘sire to. say. 
Mr. MATHEWS ibciscerae Po 


[3.3]—The contention of the honorable 
_ member _for Melbourne (Dr. Maloney) 
that it is the duty of the people to pro- 
vide an allowance for the destitute in 
the community is not new. | admit 
that in common with other suggestions 
for legislation of a beneficent character 
it is viewed by many bernie in a very 
peculiar way. Such proposal, it 
would. appear, is for aaa reasons bound 
to meet with opposition. It is regarded 
by only a few as a matter with which 
they are concerned, because only a small 


proportion of the population may be 


said to be really destitute. After all, 
_ ~bumanity is very selfish, and people 
are disposed to view a. proposal to deal 
_ with conditions which are not brought 
immediately under their notice as some- 
thing which should not be considered at 
all. Arguments of this kind were ad- 


vanced against. the establishment of old- 


age pensions, and practically every at- 
tempt to place beneficent legislation upon 
the statute-book has met with the same 
kind of opposition. Sees of this 


wat 


-ance, which is its proper name. 


motion now under 
\ nob: 





pre 
age pensions. ‘Thats | 
continually the subject of 
it was properly understood. 


‘Ay ett bona e and ‘the ae 


some quarters still referred to by t 
and similar contemptuous’ clays 
We know that when the Fisher 


payment “of the ‘naternity “alloy 


the Comey va eee to. ae ie 
disgrace, by many women In Aus 
who were free from all fear of 1 
the time Ll their peiepieas 


referred to the aay ee 
in terms of ridicule. Those 
favoured the proposal were asked 1 
general body of the he 
pay a mother £5 to assist her in 
te child into the world. ; 


es to the community. — g 
matter how wealthy, they may zie 


live on their wealth Riles ther = 
others growing up in the communit 
Drea the commodities they require 


ing at ee Ln gta ieee allowane 
have! ‘been sia on 


yi 


was’ aaead hye sone “elton upp pal I 
We shall no doubt be told that 
tion of legislation to give effect 
consideratior 
. bring about. what. 
by the mover of it. Tcansay tha 
I represent are. peoaidbioy he? the m: 
allowance has been of ass 
thousands of cases. It has: 
the mothers have been give 
chance of health and eet childrei 





5 oe 
A ‘ 5 Adee $ i ich 
vil eed 2 vie + 
4% } AE 3 , i Peeise 
Ages p / os 


hi,” 


8 ee 1920) Pee Allowance. eae? 









ied argue 


ah birth-rate ‘makes a strong appeal in the 
electorate I represent, and appeals 
ea to me, because in that electorate 
we have the highest birth-rate in any part 
of Australia. 


Mg ees argument used as. to he hanettt 
"legislation of this character is met by 
‘Maes persons with contempt. On the 
_ Subject of destitution, I have heard 
teetotal | lecturers, for instance, assert 
- with brazen effrontery that drink is the 
 eause of 95 per cent. of the destitution 
in.the world to-day. It is because of 
their infernal gnorance that they make 
0 such: a statement. They can never have 
studied economics, or they would make 
+ nO ‘such assertion. As a matter of fact, 
under the present economic system, if the 
orld “were teetotal, destitution would be 
as. Taripant as it is to-day+—- 
ipa Mr. Prowssz. —Question.. 


>My, MATHEWS. — The RENE 
member questions that statement. All I 
; have: to say is that if the workers of to- 
4) ‘did not-spend money upon alcoholic 
» Tiquors, they would receive so much less 
in wages. It is only because they require 
means to satisfy that desire that they 
































their "_ wages. 


Mr. Prowss.—Do_ they ee all their 
| wages into beer? 


- Mr. MATHEWS Wen the honor- 
me member asks me that question, I 
ls reply that they have as much right to 
_ drink beer or whisky as the honorable 
. member has to drink water, so long as 
aeey do {71@t endeavour. to. com- 
_ pel him to. drink -beer or whisky. 
The honorable member is like a 
an Ebi more to whom legislation of this 
character seldom makes any appeal. We 
generally | find that people who take his 
ee on the question of the consumption 
¥ vol. aleohol are narrow-minded, and try to 
sce ake out that it is the cause of destitu- 

tion. There are in our midst to-day men 
: and “women who have never been guilty 
. of excess in the consumption of alcohol 
and are yet in want and destitute. Every 
i honorable member should know, whether 

we like it-or not, that our present economic 
4 - system produces destitution. We know 
that under it, for every person who be- 
A richer, “some persons at 
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avon Pespect to the increase in the 


_have been enabled to secure increases in 


« 


poorer. “I do not Ritent to give honor- te 


able members an address‘on the economic 
system, but every student of economics 
must be aware of the truth of my state- 
ments. 

I do not personally agree with many 
contentions advanced by some who belong 
to the Labour movement. I do not agree, 
for instance, with the contention that the 
worker pays all taxation. I know that if 
a worker gets £3 per week, and 30s. of 
that sum goes in taxation, the employer 
would take very good eare that if all taxa- 
tion upon his employee were removed, he 


would only get 30s. a week in wages. 
Under our existing economic system, no- 


matter what wages a man gets, he canuot 
with surety make provision against desti- 
tution. We are asked why the workers 
-are not ‘thrifty, but “thrift” 1s a word 
that is bandied about without considera- 
tion of what it really means. If we were 


“to inquire into its real meaning, we might 


suggest that no man need waste 6d. in 
getting his hair cut. There is no reason 
why he should blacken his boots, or why 
he should wear decent clothes. He might, 
live in a hovel, if he pleased. There is 
no reason why he should have carpets on 
his floor, curtains on his windows, or glass 


in his windows. ‘The logical deduction. 


from the arguments of those who com- 
mend thrift is that a man should spend 
nothing, and we know the effect which 
that would produce in the community. 
Many reasons except the true one are ad- 
vanced for the destitution in our midst. 
It is a well-known fact that the wealthier 
countries are the greater is the destitu- 


tion in them. There is just as much . 
destitution in the great, wealthy country 


of America, in proportion to popylation, 
as there is in any other country in the 
world, because all alike are working under 
a faulty economic system. Whilst I do 
‘not agree that this motion represents a 
panacea forall the evils of our economic 
system, I agree with those who think that 
if it were put in operation it would act 
as a deterrent upon those who are respon- 
sible for the creation of destitution. If 
those who make the wealth were compelled 
to pay. for the destitution which they 


cause, they would take care that all people’ 
were given employment at fair and ade- 
quate wages. Is there any honorable 
member who does not realize that, under 
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“a perfect system of vueanen hehe i 


need be no destitution? Admittedly, 
even in such a state of society, there would 
still be men and women who would require 
to be treated in hospitals. Just as the 
community to-day disciplines . certain 
people in our midst, so would the com- 
munity, under that. perfect system, de- 
mand that those whose actions created un- 
desirable effects should be placed in hos- 
pitals—not in gaols, as some people advo- 
eate. © Do honorable members think 
that any man or woman willingly becomes 
destitute? That many do fall into poverty 
is indisputable, but if we inquire as to 
the cause, we may find that it is a weak- 
ness which, in its essence, is a disease. 
Some look with contempt upon the unfor- 
tunate drunkard; they ought to praise 
God that they are immune from the evils 
of alcoholism. Many people have never 
been able to realize that drunkenness is a 
disease, and not a crime. 


Mr. Prowss.—Then, why sneer at me, © 


when I try to prevent drunkenness? Why 
ask me to pay for it? 

Mr. MATHEWS.—No man or woman 
in the community keeps anybody else. 
The community keeps the honorable mem- 
ber, as it keeps all of us. He would be 
walking the streets naked and foodless 
but for the energies of other members of 
the community. We all are keeping each 
other. 

Mr. Prowszn.—Some Heel do not play 
their part. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—I trust that the 
honorable member is playing his part in 
civilization. May the time never arrive 
when civilization is controlled by the men 
and women who preach teetotalism to-day ; 
they are hard and narrow in all their 
views. If they but knew it, they are the 
real cause of destitution, because, if they 
- were desirous of preventing drunkenness 
and other evils, they would join hands 
with us on this side. But they are gene- 
rally to be found voting against us. If 
in an election a teetotal Labour candidate 
is opposing a Nationalist brewer, the 
heads of the teetotal organizaton vote 
for the brewer every time. 
honorable member that teetotalism is not 
the panacea for destitution. I admit 
that some people have become destitute 
through drink, but they represent only a 
small percentage of the total: number of 
destitute in the community. There are 


i] 


- nonsense. 


I tell. the 



































entate all pea upon thé A 
shall do away with destitution. Th 
Others tell us” that we 


aes 
annnteoeiae countnes there i is. 
tion? More misery and sickness are 
by fear of destitution than by any’ 
else. The phantom of | want, prey 


ceiving. I believe that it is Me a 
(of civilization to provide for every mem- 
ber of the community so that there sha 
be no destitution. Just as it is the 


livelihood, so it is Ae duty of fas 
ment to care for and keep from 
those who have fallen or been inju 
the great battle of life. There are 
who look at me with horror when 
that doctrine. But I believe that 
and women who have been fighting 
industrial field, and who, through la 
of proper nourishment and inability — 
continue at their occupations, have falle 
by the wayside, have just as fice, a lain 1 


4 


even Laie a proper 
civilization. until we realiz 
every unit in the communi 


a right to food, clothing, and 
Surely we are not asking too much when 
we urge that it is the duty of the Govern- 
ment to provide relief—not in the fo 
charity, but as a right which a bi es 
being should be able to claim from ci il 

ization to-day. Honorable members ma 
differ regarding the causes of desti 
Some may condemn destitution, bu 
are utterly wrong if they regard th 
as any other than the economic 
under which we are working ; 
whereby the more some people _increa 
their cine the Bess where, yates 







_ pensions legislation was not inaugurated 
years earlier. 


and invalid pensions. 
“now given is only of use to those whose 


BS 


Mr. MATHEWS.—I deny that it is 
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In years to come we will 
marvel that we did not provide against 
destitution years earlier. Undoubtedly 
_we do not pay enough by way of old-age 
, The sum of 15s. 


ix 


support is contributed to by their own 


ikith and kin. | 


ben 


_ Mr. Macxay.But surely it is their ' 


duty to do so. 


_ the duty of their children any more than 


it is that of the whole community, In 
giving the'r pioneer labours to the world 
these old folk, whom we help to support 


with a dole to-day, have done as much 


for the general community as for their 
Own immediate family. The responsi- 
bility of providing against their old age, 
therefore, is as much that of the general 
community as of their own children. 


_ Suppose that the whole community went 
in for race suicide and there were no 


f age! In days gone by, in Victoria, the 
aged andj invalid poor were not. paid 


4 


children. Who would keep us in our old 


‘pensions, but their children were forced 


_ to contribute to their upkeep. Those in 


the community who are not related to 


aged dependants have as much right to 


x eontribute to the support of the old and 


infirm as the actual members of their 
_ families. In the future people will wonder 


_ that our civilization could have so long 


‘permitted destitution to continue instead 


_ of providing against it out of the Con- 
_ solidated Revenue of the country. 


_ Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Monaro) [3.25].—While there are some 


portions of these proposals with which I 


cannot quite agree, it appears to 
me that this motion is somewhat 
_on the right lines. Only this after- 


noon I asked certain questions concerning 


what might be done regarding old-age 
and invalid pensioners; and the answer, 
in plain language, was that there was no 
money available to provide further assist- 


ance, : *) 


Sir Josepx Cook.—The answer was 


that we had just given an increase involv- 


Wht ME es 
would it matter if it involved £2,500,000 


k 
Hee | ps 
way of 
ie 





AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—What 


ing £1,500,000 per annum. 


per annum? Why was the original Act 
passed? It was to provide relief for the 
aged: and invalid poor. I was chairman 
f the Commission which inquired into the 
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whole subject, and was a member of the 
Government which brought in the eventual 
Bill. The reason why the sum of 10s. was 
fixed was that it was the smallest amount 
upon which it was considered a person 
could live. So low a figure was fixed 
because it was thought that that was all 
the country could afford to pay. The very — 
fact that the rate of pension has been 
increased indicates that that was obviously 
a mistake. The increase has been made 
because it has been realized that the 
original amount could not keep body and 
soul together. It is now the duty of 
Parliament to perceive, further, that 15s. 
per week is not as much to-day as was 
10s. when the legislation was originally 
introduced. The payment of pensions is 
no charity. If we admit that it is a mat- 
ter of right, as we should all do, then is 
there any honorable member who will say 
that we should let the poor and invalid 
half starve and half live? It is a matter 
of necessity and of urgency that our Pen- 
sions Act should be amended. It is only 
right that we should find more money to 
help keep our aged and sick folk alive. 
There are several anomalies in our pen- 
sions legislation. The Act to-day pro- 
vides that pensioners may not work to 
earn money. That is a mistake. Many 
men and women who receive pensions 
would be glad to earn a few shillings per 
week by way of supplementing their dole; 
and there are many folk in the com- 
munity who weuld like to employ the 
aged folk in order to help them out. If 
pensioners possess property to-day a npro- 
portional debit is made against their . 
allowance. Of course they are permitted 
to own their own homes—that is quite 
right; but it is anomalous that while a 
pensioner may live in a home of his own 
which is worth even £1,000, and have 
nothing debited ‘against his pension, yet 
at the same time if he owns £100 worth of 
land or property the amount of his pension 
is reduced proportionately. That should not 
be so. There are many other changes that 
might well be.made in the Act. This 
country can afford to be decent to the 
aged poor, many of whom have pioneered — 
Australia. We should show that in the 
opinion of the Federal Parliament it is 
no crime to be poor. J know of nothing 
more urgent than that reasonable and 
adequate aid should be afforded needy old 
folk. Of course the Government say that 
there is no money available to do more 


than has been done. 
La | 
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Mr, Consip1nz.—It is not hard to pro- 
vide money when it’comes to a question 
of killing people rather than endeavour- 
ing to preserve life. | 
“ Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. — Some- 
times i becomes necessary to kill in order 
to preserve our own lives. Where would 


this country be but for those brave ‘hang 


men who offered their services on behalf 
of the Empire, and went out prepared to 
do some killing? I sent my two boys to 
defend the honorable member and _ his 
people, and I strongly resent his inter- 
jection. 

_ Mr. Constp1nzt.—You were talking 
about the difficulty of“finding money for 
pensions, and I merely pointed out that 
when it came to a question of killing 
‘people you could find the money quickly 
enough. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—Yes, and 
the honorab’e member was referring to the 
men who won Australia for us. Compare 
their action with his and that of many 
others of his age. 

Mr. Consipinz.—You are quite right. 
They won Australia for you, not for 
themselves. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—wWell, I 
hope they did not win Australia for the 
Bolshev sts, anyhow. 

Mr. Consip1nr.—The Bolshevists will 

win for themselves, . 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—AII I can 
say is that when Bolshevists appear those 
men who went out to fight,for this country 
will be found as ready to take the Bol- 
shevists by the throat and settle them as 

- they did the Boches. : 

Mr. Consipinze.—I think you will find 
them under the same banner as the Bol- 
shevists. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. —After all, 
this question has not very much to do 
with the motion before the Chair, unless 
some of those gentlemen Who would not 
fight to defend this country claim that 
they were above the age limit. 

Mr. Consrpine.—They will defend it 
all right when it belongs to them, as your 
pecple found out when your fellows went 

to Russia, 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. —QOur men 
gave a good account of theniselves wher- 
ever they went.. 

Mr. Constpinz.—But I am talking 
about your propertied friends. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. —Did not 
our ,propertied friends, as the honorable 
member calls them, also ban for this 





[REPRESENTATIVES.] _ 







ale oat (gee eS Sng 0 oS ie 
Pakeshiidasie She HN ish ae 
: 1 ee - af: 
rT: | 


country ? Ware! not representatives Be) «3 
property and the working classes fighting _ a a 
side by side in the war? Fe eouagt 
Mr. Consip1nz.—Very few. Boys Roe 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAE MAN. a say 
they were, and they did their duty “eee “ 
didly. And now they will not give the we 
honorable member any credit for aeons, 
at them and calling them ‘ killers.”” One oy 
am proud of them. OM. i) 
Mr. Consip1nE.—Naturally you tS 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. —1 am . 
proud of them because, for one reason, 
my boys went out with them. ‘They _ 
fought for the honorable member and hi Fe i 
friends, who would not fight for Mae Rae 
selves. ©: 
Mr. Consip1ne. They did not fight for 
me. Ne a 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. ike 
fought for this country, and now the hon- 
orable member is sneering at them. = 
Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. Sir “Elliot es 
Johnson).—I remind-the honorable. mem- — 
ber that these interchanges have nothing, — 
to do with the motion before the Chairs) 
Mr, AUSTIN CHAPMAN, Noy Mr. 
Speaker, but such interjections stir me 
up. My boys went tothe war. very young MW 
indeed. I know that some honorable i 
members lost their sons. Many families — 
lost a great deal, and it rouses me to hear 
the honorable member for Barrier sneer- Ke 
ing at our brave men, and calling them — ‘ 
‘* killers.’ ; a 
Mr, Consrprne.—You are not speaking, 5 
the truth now. SO 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. —Yes, we 
am, and if I had my health and strength 
I would take the honorable member ne 
the nose, and lead him out. of the cha iH 3 
b NEY ‘< 
er. | gaat 
Mr. SPEAKER. _“Oedeene a ask “adie i 
honorabla member for Barrier not to mei" 
tinue is Gu fs _ 
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life the ERE member for 


knows that I am entitled | to. 

to  interjections. And : 
honorable member. knows | 
too, is out of order in interjec in 


anybody refer de our hore as ‘‘k 
they will get the length of my tong 
if they are within. va wees will. 
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weight of my fist, too. . But these inter- 
_ jections have been made merely for the 
_ purpose of throwing me off the track. 

$ Mr. Gass.—You are on a very Boe 
i track, TI think. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—I Foube 
if the honorable member thinks so, and 
‘I may remark that I do not notice any 
ae eo on the lapel of his coat. 
® Mr. Consipine.—Apparently it does 

‘f Bot matter whether we agree or disagree 
' with the honorable member; we get it all 


_ the same. 

/. Mr. AUSTIN’ CHAPMAN.—1 will 
say what I think until the Speaker 
calls me to account. However, I 
know it is a mistake to use a 
Ss sledge-hammer for the purpose of 


| killing a fly. I have already stated that, 
in my opinion, there should be some 
“amendment of the Old-age and Invalid 
_ Pensions Act. Some means must: be found 
to raise sufficient money to enable us to 
_ pay our pensioners a decent a-lowance. 
_ This half-starvation rate is no good to 
them at all. What is going to become of 
_ them if they cannot get enough to live 
upon? One-half of the pensioners are 
ave _ tightening their belts to-day, because the 
iM 5s, per week is not sufficient, and we, 
ue ‘who are sitting on cushioned seats i in this 
chamber, should not allow this state of 
\ aftairs to continue. We must face our re- 
i  sponsibilities. It is idle to say that the 
Me ‘pensions bill has:grown to a large amount. 
Paokey _ Even if it has, on the other hand we have 
& largely increased revenue. Some of the 
_ big “‘money-bags’’ who did not subscribe 
_ to war loans or do very much to help this 
. pe cosntry: during the war period should be 
_ made to pay. Where would they be with 
Pia their wealth, their homes, their stations, 
» their terraces of houses, but for the ser- 
a views of men who to-day are among our 
_ pensioners ; men, grown grev in the ser- 
¥ vice of the country, but who were not 
z i wise enough to amass any of the world’s 
vt ~ goods for their old age? Lack of cash ap- 





; pears to be the only “objection to the pro- 
Ie posal to increase the pension. That is not 
& _asufficient answer. The present allowance 
Bik as Ob any better than 7s. would have 


been when the Act was passed, and it is 
oi Mu logical that we should go further and nay 

these people at least £1 per week. I say 
_--_—-unhesitatingly that Australia can afford 

th's amount. I am satisfied that, if a vo'e 
of the people were taken to-morrow, there 
would be an overwhelming majority in 
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able members should 


- or some other occasion. 


_ favour of the increase, and I a git SO 
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far as I am able, to insist upon something 
being done. I was chairman of the Com- 
mission that inquired into this subject, 
and visited every State of the Common- 


- wealth in order to get the fullest informa- 


tion upon it. The Commission was 
composed. of members of all sides 
of the House, and its first recom- 


mendation was that the pension should 


not be regarded as charity but as a 
right; the right to live. If, now, we 
are not prepared to give our pensioners 
the means to live, then we are not acting 
decently by them. On the contrary, we 
are suggesting that it is a crime to be 
pocr. Unfortunately, the mills grind 
slowly. The allowance of 10s. continued 
till 1916, and the increase to 15s. only 
came into force this year. Twenty years 
ago the same objections were raised. We 
were told that we could not afford the 
money, and it took us till 1916 to make 
up our minds to increase the amount to 
12s. 6d. This is not playing the game 


fairly. We can afford to pay a fur- 
ther increase. One crank of the Cus- 
toms wheel, or a special tax upon 


the rich people of the community— 
and I do not think there would be 
very much objection on their part— 
will provide the necessary cash. I hope 
the Government will take notice of what 
IT have said on this subject. I know that 
private members’ reso-utions do not count, 
for very much in this House. but if the 
Government, of their own volition, are 
disinclined to do anything, then honor- 
insist upon some- 
thing being done in the interests of our 
old-age and invalid pensioners. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta—Min- 
ister for the Navy and Acting Treasurer) 
[3.40].—I was to have spoken at a pre- 
vious sitting on this question, but it will 
be remembered that the honcrable mem- 
ber for Hume (Mr. Parker Mo’cney) took 
up the whole of the available time. Jf 
propose to give the House a few figures 
which may: be interesting, if not to-day, 
This is a matter 
which, as is well known, falls within my 
purview just now as a matter of adminis- 
tration. I have had several deputations 
and repre-entations made to me lately 
with regard to increasing the old-age and 
invalid pensions, and it would be the 
easiest and most pleasant thing to me to. 
be able to sav at once, ‘‘ Yes, the pen- 
sioners shall have £1 a week’’; but it is 
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consider ways and means of providing 
even for so worthy an object. . Only six 
months ago we decided to increase these 
pensions by 9s. 6d. a week, making a 50 
ee cent. increase altogether since the 
“Act was originally passed.’ It was esti- 
“mated that this additional 2s. 6d. a week 
for the number of pensioners then on the 
roll would mean an additional expendi- 
ture of £800,000 a year. For the six 
‘months since that decision was 
arrived at, and the Act was amended, that 
increase alone has cost us, as I said to- 
dav, nearly £700,000, and it is quite cer- 
tain that before the year is over it will 
have cost us. £1,500,000. From some 


figures I have here J find that for the. 


financial year ending 30th June, 1915. 
when the maximum rate of pension was 
10s. a week, the amount paid was 
£2,704,309. 


Mr. Tupor.—That is for both invalid 
and o'd-age pensions ? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—For both; and 
the amount paid must have been a ‘great 
deal less in the year the-Act was originally 
passed. In 1916 the payments amounted 
te £2,859,766. In that year—and this is 
the point I wish to make—the limit of 
income and pension was raised to 
£58 10s. per annum, and the maximum 
pension to 12s. 6d. per week. Although 
the increased rate was in operation for 
only nine months of the period, the pay- 
ments for the year ending June, 1917, 
rose to £3,518,987. The full effect of the 
increase was shown in the year ending 
June, 1918, the payments for that year 
being £3,753,977—an increaseof £894 .211 
‘over the expenditure of two years before, 
when the maximum pension was 10s. 
For the year ending June, 1919, the 
amount paid in ‘pensions was £3,880,865. 
On the lst January, 1920, the limit of 
income and pension was raised to £65 
per annum, and the maximum pension to 


15s. per week. Although the increased rate . 


was paid for only about half the period, the 


payments for the year ending 30th qi une, . 


1920, were £4,574,000; and it is esta- 
mated that at least £5,300,000 will be re- 
quired for the year ending June, 1921, 


assuming that no further increase is made 
It will be seen, there- | 


in the meantime. 
fore. that the payments for 1920-21 will 
be almost double those for 1914- 15. 


Mr, Ritey.—On account of the in- 
creased number of applicants, ae 


| people. 


crease for many years to come. 


_sions. 


increase, decrease, or remain sta 


pensions .increase beyond £7 ,000, 


to give. ‘the old-age and inval 
‘sionérs another 5s. 


-£8.000,000 for war tis 
































was about to point out. It isn 
gested by the honorable. 11 r Ei 
Monaro (Mr. Austin Shir nin and 
honorable members, and was | 
gested to me the other day b’ 
tion, that the pensions shoul 

by | another 5s. Every one kn 
interest that the honorable m 
Kden- ene has taken — a t 


pensions scheme, ‘and he S eat fe 
strongly regarding it. -I am ver 
to have to damp his aia an 
that I cannot do everything that he 
like to have done, even for so wo 
cause. Another Bs. a week, as sugg 
would give us a pensions bill of bet 
£7,000,000 and £8,000,000 a year, 


“we must remember that we have pr 


vide war pensions oo 
£7,000,000 per annum, |) 
Mr, Tupor.—The war ponkioet a 


say that. 


Mr. Tupor. gn returned | 
aves 


Sir 


7 Cainke that we are s pretty well at 
the apex now. i ee Fate 

Mr. Bay.Ley. The eee experi- 
ence was contrary to that, a0 

Sir JOSEPH CcooK. —I ae 
the American experience is not ou 
is ours American administration, ‘ 
ever, that is as it may be, and it 
to be seen whether the war pensio! 


I rather think, as I say, that 

getting towards the apex of Ris 
Mr, JOWETT. —You- are I 

guine man! | aa 
Sir JOSEPH COOK. sore t 


means that our. pensions — ‘expendi 
taken altogether, will be a tremendou 
liability on the country. At any ra 


a week woul 
a yearly bill of close on £8,000 
addition to the . £7 ,000, 


Mr. Austin Cnaruay.—Wh 
alternative ! Para mie 
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Gare Sth JOSEPH COOK. opus is a 

limit to the capacity of the country to 

contribute even to desirable objects. The 

_ honorable member for Eden-Monaro 

UCM Austin Chapman) has told us that 

_ there are sources of wealth that could be 

_ tapped, and has spoken of. ‘* money- 

_ bags ” from which revenue could be de- 

- Tived. But the ‘‘ money-bags’’. are 
ate tapped to-day. 

_ Mr. Austin CHapMan. —Some of them. 

+ The Government have not had a ‘‘ bob”’ 


i. towards* the loans from a lot of rich 


people who ought to be made to pay. 
’ » Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I remind the 
honorable member that there is not only 
_ the question of loans, but the question 
of taxation, and some of the ‘‘ money- 
bags ?- ate being taxed up to 8s. and 9s. 
in the £1 for Federal purposes alone, in 
addition to the taxation paid to the 
States. The ‘‘ money- -bags’’ are ‘‘ pay- 
ing uy” and it is no use girdine at 
_ them unnecessarily; nor must we let 
sentiment run away with us when deal- 
~ ing with these poor old pensioners. They 
are an obligation, and I am one who 
believes thoroughly in the old-age pen- 
7 sic I think the State owes 











“not pievend to agree with the statement 
“made this afternoon that there are no 
- obligations remaining with members of 
the vensioners’ families. I do not lay 
down that doctrine, and I do not think 
that an unfortunate member of a family 
f A eh be altogether a direct charge upon 
“the State when there are other members 
I of the same family who should discharge 
aes family obligations if they are able to 
_ do so. However, this motion is really not an 
a old-age pensions proposition, but one to 
- create a, destitute and benevolent depart- 
: Pat. which is to be associated with the 
aia - age Pensions office, and statutory au- 
Ba thority for the establishment of which is 
ite be incorporated with the Old-age Pen- 
4 _ sions Act. So far as I read it, it. simply 
_ means that any old-age pensioner who 
cares to make a statutory declaration that 
mas a he does not possess sufficient means to en- 
able him to make ends meet, shall be at 
once granted an additional 15s. per week. 
_. Mr, Consipine.—It does not say that. 
Pate provides that: ‘‘ any person ’’ making 
a statutory declaration shall be granted 
Mii that additional amount. It applies, 
oe _ therefore, to any inhabitant of Australia. 
pais Six JOSEPH COOK.—And, therefore, 
iis te any nor beck ge 
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fed, clothed, or sheltered. 


Mr. Consiprnz.—It goes much farther 
than the Minister suggests. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I know that. I 
am merely dealing with one aspect of ‘it. 
It means that an additional 15s. per week 
shall be granted to every old-age pen- 
sioner who cares to go before a school- 
master, a postmaster, a Customs officer, a 
union secretary, a magistrate, or ‘‘ other 
appointed individual,’’ and make a statu- 
tory declaration that he is insufficiently 
Such a provi- 
sion would double the cost of our old-age 
pension scheme at once. At present, our 
old-age pensions amount to £5,300,000 
per annum, and the effect of adopting this - 
proposal would be to immediately increase 
them to £10,600,000 per annum. But, 
as the honorable member for Barrier (Mr. 
Considine) has very properly pointed out, 
this motion relates to all destitute persons 
in the community. . Clearly, therefore, we 
should increase that sum very consider- 
ably. Indeed, it is safe to say that if 
effect were given to this motion, our 
yearly bill for old-age pensions and desti- 
tute persons would aggregate, £12,000,000 
or £13,000,000. 

Mr. Matusews.—That would cure the 
position very quickly.. ‘The pensioners 
would go to work then. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Would it cure 
the position? Would a pensioner be 
likely to go to work if, instead of receiv- 
ing only 15s. per week, he received 30s. 
per week? - 

Mr. Matrnews.—Men become destitute 
because of the economic situation. The 
Minister knows: that. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I have yet to 
learn that an increase of the old-age pen- 
sior would cause destitute persons to go 
to work. 

Mr. Austin Cuapman.—There are many 
honorable members who cannot support’ 
this motion, but who are in favour of In- . 
creasing the old-age pension. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I know that. 
The honorable member is quite diploma- 
tic In eschewing all the other aspects of 
the motion, and in confining himself to _ 
the old-age pensions side of it. But no- 
body can agree to a proposition of this 
kind. It is far too sweeping. 

“Mr. Marnews.—Although there are 
financial difficulties in the way, if the 
Minister himself will reflect for a little 
while he will recognise that the course 
proposed to be adopted is the correct one. 
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Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I should like to 
point out another striking fact in con- 
nexion with these old-age pension in- 
creases. Somehow or other, every in- 
crease in the amount of the pension opens 
the way to a tremendous increase in the 
number of applicants for 1t. The pen- 
- sion becomes more attractive, and people 
who would not apply for it when it was 
only 10s. per week do not scruple to apply 
for it when it is 15s. per week. I have 
here some instructive figures in this con- 
nexion. Our officer goes on to say that 
during the year following 1916, when the 
pension was increased from 10s. to 12s. 6d. 
per week, the number of pensioners in- 
creased by 6,488, whilst in the year pre- 
vious to 1916 the increase in the number 
was onlv 2,791. The figures.for the half- 
year ended 30th June, 1920—the Act 
had again been liberalized in the mean- 
time—are even more convincing when 
compared with the corresponding six 
months ended 30th June, 1919. The in- 
crease in the number of applicants for 
the six months ended 30th June last was 
1,579, whilst for the six months just 
closed it was 4,313—-an increase of 2,634 
above the normal increase. 


Mr. Ritzry.—The point is whether the 
applicants were, by reason of age, quali- 
fied to receive the pension. 


__ Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The eauta show 
that every increase in the amount of the 
pension attracts people who did not ask 
it previously. That is the point whi 
these figures bring out. 


Mr. Ritey.—But the applicants must 
be qualified. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—A._ new set of 
pensioners apply for the pension. im- 
mediately the terms are liberalized in 
this way. 


Mr. Gass.—lIs it not a fact that the 
increase in the cost of living has. com- 
pelled these extra persons to apply for 
the vension ? | 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Certainly not. 

Mr. Austin Cuapman.—The Munister 
ison a slinvery wicket now. — 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Indeed, I am 
not: wh~ should I be? Surely the in- 
creased cost of living ought to have 
given us more pensioners when pensions 
were on the lower rate. But experience 
shows that, the higher the pension the 
greater is the number of arco for 
be ; 
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( es 0 } ae ne ne " 
ier) Y ia te 
Ne a 





oes Sau 
ie! ey 





“Allowance. 





i 
Ly ny Ww 
Xo iy Re 


re yy 


Mr, Gass. erat not ths increase. La 
the number of pensioners, and the ‘in. iat 
crease in the cost: of Re been | con- 


current? Ue ii 
Sir JOSEPH COOK. —Not ee ‘the “ 


same extent. 
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Sir JOSEPH COOK. ec vt ike ake 
the honorable member to understand. 
that the increase in the number of new 
pensioners has amounted to about 1 
per cent. in two years. t . 
living has not risen to that extent Biers 























more pate a there are for the per: 
sion, because the more tempting it be- 
comes. People who would not bother » 
about it when it was 10s, or 12s. 6d. per 
week do bother about it when it is made 
15s. per week. I am stating these facts 
in order \that honorable members may 
ruminate upon them, and in the hope 
that if thev can offer a better explana- 
tion of them they may favour me. with» 
it on some future occasion. ~ | 


I ‘have here another set of ee, re- 
lating to the number of old- -age pen- 
sioners in the Commonwealth, which will” 
prove interesting to the House. _ In 
April last there were 98,750 old-age 
pensioners in the Commonwealth, oe. 
34,000 invalid pensioners. 
male vensioners number, approximately, 
39,000, and the female pensioners 59 Oe 


These figures, of course, are not abs at 
lutely correct, but they are sufficiently 
close for ordinary purposes. The p . 
centage of old-age pensioners 4 those who 
are eligible by age is just less than 34 per 
cent. for men, and just over 34 per cent, 





The qualifying ages are, Te- 14 
“The num tthe 
bers of pensioners, according to popula 
tion at 30th June, 1919, were as under: i 


Old age—190 in each 16,000 of ‘pops st 








lation. a ae 
Invalid — 63 in each 10,000 of popu . 
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ie does not justify that assertion. 
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About 24 per cent. of the entire popula- 
tion are in receipt of Pensians in one way 


or another. 


Mr. Marnews.—lIf a destitute alle 
ance were made, the proportion would not 


ag") be more than 8 per cent. 


“Sir JOSEPH COOK. — Experience 


Figures 
_ show that with every effort at liberaliza- 
tion, there is a great increase in the 
applicants. 

Mr. Mararws.—lIs not the difficulty a 
finding the money due to commitments a 


_ the outcome of the war? | 


_ Sir JOSEPH COOK.-—Of course, that 
is one of the reasons. However, every- 
thing i in the world is more or less relative; 


and with all the criticism of our old-age 


pension scheme, it is still the most liberal 
in the world. I should be glad to be able 


to concede this extra 5s. per week if, in 


the circumstances, it were possible to do 
so; but this year, with all our towering 
commitments, we are paying the old-age 
"pensioners of the community an addi- 
tional £1,500,000, and I’am afraid that 


Ey it is more than Lean promise at the 


“moment to consent to pay them another 


a £1 500,000 next year. 
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is Mr. CONSIDINE (Barrier) [4.4].— 


ce Th honorable member for Eden-Monaro 
(Mr. Austin Chapman) wilfully or in- , 
une _ advertently misunderstood an interjection 
ae made during the course of his speech. 


ITsaid that when it became a question of 
killing, any amount of money could be 
found. 1 was endeavouring to. demon- 
strate that in all countries, not only in 
Australia, any amount of money can be 
* found when it is a question of warfare, 
‘but that the cry of insufficient funds is 
always raised when the matter is one affect- 
ing social welfare. I had not the slightest 
“intention of reflecting on any honorable 


j member who had sons or relatives at the 


_ Front. 

Sir Josrpn Coox. —Admitting all that 
for the moment, the honorable member 
knows the old democratic sentiment that 
the safety of the State is the highest law 
and the first necessity. 

Mr. CONSIDINE. —At the proper 
~moment, I shall be quite prepared to de- 
bate that matter with the Minister for the 
Navy (Sir Joseph Cook). 

Mr. Austin Cuapman.—What would 
the honorable member do if a burglar 


_ attacked him? a: 


~ \ r 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—I am now en- 
gaged in the task for which I was sent to 
this House, and that is to prevent burglary 
on my own class; as a sort of policeman, 
I am trying to get a restoration of some 
of the property of the working man which 
has been taken from him by the exploiters 
of this country. 


While I support the principle, because 
of the spirit behind it, that there ought 
to be no destitute men or women in Aus- 
tralia, that every individual should not 
only have the right to work, but should 
also be obliged to. work, except those who, 
owing to physical disabilities, are unable 
to do so, and that those who have “ done 
their bit” in helping to build up the 
country and make/it what it is, and have 
reached an age when their working time 
is over, should be provided for, not as a 
matter of charity but as a right, I dis- 
agree with the wording of the motion 
which makes the granting of the pension 
an act’ of charity. It is incumbent upon 
the person who applies for assistance to 
seek it as an act of charity, when it is his 
right to get it. 


In the course of his exchanges with me, 
the honorable member for Eden-Monaro 
made some reference to the Bolsheviks. 
The very sentiments to which the honor- 
‘able member gave expression to-day have 
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been put into actual practice by those 


Bolsheviks he so much despises. 
Mr. Jowrrr.—How many have “the 


Bolsheviks killed 2 


“Mr. CONSIDINE. — All that was 
necessary. . Official statements show that 
there were more people executed by the 
Allies in Murmansk and Archangel than 
were executed by the Bolsheviks in the 
whole of Russia. For the information of 
honorable members, I shall quote a few 
passages from Bolshevik Russia, Its 
Code of Labour Laws, a publication 
edited by the People’s Commissamat of 
Justice, and printed in Petrograd. The 
first I quote is as follows :— 

ON COMPULSORY LABOUR. =, 
. All citizens of the R.S.F.S.R., with the excep- 
tions stated in articles 2 and 3, are subject to 
compulsory labour. 

2. The following are exempted from compul- 
sory labour :— 

(a) Persons under sixteen years of age; — 
(b) All persons older than fifty years; 


(c) Persons who have lost their working 
ability due to mutilation and illness, 
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3. From compulsory labour are temporarily 
exempted :— 

(a) Persons who, owing to illness or mutila- 
tion, have temporarily lost their 
working ability, for a period neces- 

- gary for their recovery ; 
(b) Women with child, for a_ period of 
eight weeks before and eight weeks 
after confinement. 


IT would like to point out to the honor- 
able member for Eden-Monaro (Mr. 
Austin Chapman) that the Commonwealth 
has a good deal further to go before its 
Jegislation can compare with provisions 
such as these. The honorable member 
said that certain persons should be al- 
lowed to work if they were able, and by 
that means supplement their pensions. 
Mr. Austin Cuapman.—Hear, hear! 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—I am clad the hon- 
orable member for Eden-Monaro is being 
converted. The next passage I quote is— 


RicHt OF APPLICATION OF LABOUR. 

12. Out of the number of persons exempted 
from compulsory labour only those mentioned 
in paragraph b of article 2 have the right to 
apply their labour. | o 


Paragraph 6 of article 2 dag 
“All persons older than fifty years.” 


Mr. Austin CuapmMan.—Will the hon- 
orable member read the article right, 
through. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—I have just given 
it. 

Mr. AUSTIN CuapMan. —Only one pare: 
‘graph. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—I gave that relat- 
ing to the. exemption of compulsory 
labour, and sufficient to show that Bol- 
sheviks are in harmony with the honor 
able member’s plea, as submitted this 
afternoon, that those over fifty years of 
‘age should be allowed to apply their 
labour if they so desired. 


Mr. Latrp Smira.—Are all persons 


over fifty years of age receiving an old-. 


age pension ? 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—Yes, with the pro- 
vision advocated by the honorable mem- 
ber for Eden-Monaro (Mr. Austin Chap- 
mau) that they can apply their labour if 
they so desire. It will be seen, therefore, 
that the honorable member is, to that ex- 
tent, in harmony with the principles of 
Bolshevism which he denounces. The next 
passage 1s— 
UNEMPLOYED AND PAYMENT OF SUBSIDIES. 
The fund of insurance of unemployed is com- 
posed of (a) payments from all enterprises, 
establishments, and persons exploiting labour 
against remuneration ; (6) fines imposed for 
delay of payments; (c) casual payments. 
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able member for Denison (Mr. 
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these who are muha i gee eo 
paid, is made up from contributions of 

employers or the State-owned works 0: 
a percentage basis of the total salaries. Ai 
unemployment fund is thereby created 
which provides for those compulsorily out 
of work. Everybody under the age exemp- 
tion is compelled to work, and the ae 


Smith) nods his head in agreement. — 


Mr. Larrp SmitrH.—I agree that ae a 
one should work. i 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—As the. hooves 
member has expressed himself in agree- 
ment, I am glad to see that the principles 
of Polen eaten are spreading even, to ‘the 
Ministerial benches. The honorable mem- 
ber for Eden-Monaro (Mr: Austin Chart 
man) has already paid tribute—inadvel 
tently, I admit—to ‘the principles of Bo 
sheyism, and I am sure he will not go 
back upon them simply because the Bol- 
sheviks happen to have adopted. them. 
The honorable member for Denison (Mr. 
Laird Smith) has expressed himself 1 
favour of compulsory labour, and it: : 
naturally follows that if everybody works, — 
and the exemptions are similar to those — 
provided by the much-maligned Bolshe 
viks of Russia, there will be no need to 
go further. H oe £ i 











book from Bee he has quoted ? 


Mr. CONSIDINE. — Yes, but 
honorable member can purchase thom & ir 
any quantity at a Bourke-street establis 
ment. So far as the discussion on this. 
motion has ane it would appear thi at 
















there is a hed for investigation and car 
ful consideration of the social legis 
tion of other lands, particularly Russia. 
If we perused the legislation that has 
been enacted by people whom some ae 
light to abuse, it would be found that. 
many of its provisions would be very use- 
ful here. Notwithstanding the prejudices é 
ee exist I Wes: that we ee Ss 





which ould bondi motions | 
character unnecessary. The question | iS 
one that is worthy of attention, but 1 Pak: 
am reminded of the Biblical saying—that Cee 
“the harvest truly is ania but the ge 
labourers are few.” BMS ES 
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ae ‘te OWETT. ss Russia they ‘killed 
- most of the labourers. 
Mr. CONSIDINE. — The bedonains 
member will then, perhaps, be prepared 
ee BOE explain why the Britjsh Premier (Mr. 


pn ‘ade George) and other statesmen are 


so earnestly seeking reconciliation with 
- Russia and participation in her food sup- 
ip ics. 
' Mr. Burcuett.—Is that why Mrs. 
Philip Snowden speaks so enthusiastic- 
> ally concerning Russia ? 
apy WOE, CONSIDINE.— The honorable 
_ member for Fremantie (Mr. Burchell) 
‘must remember that Mrs. Snowden was 
one of a party which visited Russia 
as a Labour mission) from Great Bri- 
tain; but, although we have been told 





her views, there is a suspicious silence re- | 


_ garding those of the other members of the 
_ Mission, who must have reported the 
result: of their investigations. Why have 
ere: Snowden’s opinions been given such 
li ce ce? 
oo) Mr. Borcue tr, Because she was an 
p ~ ardent advocate of Soviet Government, 
af and her conversion is so pronounced. 
- Mr. CONSIDINE.—Neither she nor 
if ee husband were advocates of the Soviet 
system, as the honorable member knows. 
It is an unfortunate thing that a 
resolution agreed to on the motion of 
“a private member does not carry much 
_ weight; but the honorable member for 
"Melbourne has at least afforded us an op- 
_ portunity to discuss the bedrock facts of 
"a question of vital interest to the people 
_. of Australia. 
Mr. Jowrrr.—Do not run away from 
aise Russia. : 
Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—The honorable 
member wants you to stick to a question 
ig that. you do not know much about. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—-If the honorable 
Re titer for Illawarra (Mr. Hector 
- Lamond) suggests that I know nothing 
of the conditions in Russia, I shall be 
Na pleased to meet him on the public plat- 
form, ‘and there mechs the Russian situa- 
Ror BROS 
Sih en ‘Hzctor Lamonpv.—As ihe public 
- would know as little about the matter as 
either of us, not much would be gained by 
such a discussion. 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—I challenge the 
honorable member, or any other honorable 
member, to discuss with me, on the puble 
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platform or elsewhere, the Soviet Govern- 
ment of . Russia. I am prepared to 
defend the Bolsheviks and the present Ad- 
ministration of Russia. 

Mr. LAZZARINI (Werriwa) [4.25].— 
I rise to support the motion, although, like 
the honorable member for Barrier (Mr. 
Considine), I would prefer to have the 
idea of charity dissociated from the pro- 
should lke to have desti- 
tute persons provided for by an amend- 


ment of the old-age and_ invalid 
pensions legislation. The burden of 
the Minister’s argument seemed to 


be that if those pensions were increased, 


, the applicants for them would become 


more numerous. There is not much force 
in that argument. The country has agreed 
to the provision of old-age and invalid 
pensions, and the continuance of the sys- 
tem is an admission of the need for pro- 
viding a decent living for those eligible 
for the pension. It was thought, when 
the pension system was introduced, that 
10s. a week was the lowest sum that would 
be of any service, and if 10s. was the 


minimum then, £1 is not sufficient now, 


because, despite Mr. Knibbs and statistics 
generally, it is absurd to say that the cost 
of living has increased only 50 or 65 per 
cent. Everything that I buy has increased 
100 or 200 per cent. 

Mr. Hector Lamonp.—Perhaps that is 
owing to the duties. 

Mr. Tupor.—Has the price of meat, 
flour, and butter increased because of the 
duties ? 

Mr. LAZZARINI—I am not now con- 
cerned with the cause of the increase of 
prices; I am merely stating the fact that 
prices have increased, and that the old- 
age and invalid pensioners, therefore, find 
their allowances insufficient. In my 
opinion, the pension should be 30s. a week, 
and I would support the increase in the 
rate to that amount. The basis laid 
down in 1912 was the a’lotment of £1 
a- week for each adult, with 10s. 
for each child under the age of 
twelve years, so that a husband with a 
wife and. three children would receive 
£3 10s. a week. To-day such a household 
should be paid at least £7 a week. 

But as the time allowed by the Standing 
Orders for the consideration of the orders 
of the day has nearly expired, I ask leave 
to continue my remarks on another ocea- 
sion. 

‘Leave granted: debate adjourned. 
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INTERNMENT CAMPS, 
Mr. GABB Soa (48 o}t 
move-— 


That a Select Committee be appointed, with 


power to send for persons, papers, and re- 


cords, and to move: from place to place to 
into—(a) the control and manage- 
ment of internment camps, including the ex- 
penditure in connexion eae ne (bd) 
treatment of internees; and (c) to investi- 
gate the circumstances in connexion with the 
internment of any native-born or naturalized 
subject who, by statutory declaration, affirms 
that he has reasonable grounds for believing, 
and does believe, his internment to have been 
the result of untruthful information malici- 
ously furnished to the authorities in his 
regard, 


The subject of my motion was brought 
before the House some three months 
azo, when the Leader of the Labour 


party (Mr, Tudor) moved the adjourn- . 


ment to discuss it. It is not my purpose 


to speak to-day at any great length, un- 
‘less replying to interjections makes it 


necessary to do so. I admit that I have 
some feeling in this matter, but I wish 
to discuss it in a spirit of calmness, in 
the hope of influencing honorable mem- 
bers with a view to bringing a little 
nearer the granting of justice to certain 
persons, particularly persons born in 


Australia, and I should like a vote to. 


be taken on the motion this afternoon. 
I shall not repeat now statements which 
I have already made in this Chamber 
on two previous occasions. I am afraid 
that were I to allow myself to speak at 
length, I might be tempted to bring be- 
fore the House cases that would con- 
vince members of the need for fair play 
for certain men. , 


Mr. Brerz.—Let us have them. 
Mr. GABB.—I may mention one or 


two, but’ while some persons who have 


made statements to me are willing that 
I should mention their names, others 


have asked me to keep their names secret. 
Honorable members may ask the reason 


for that. I would remind them that the 
War Precautions Act is still in force. 
The persons to whom I refer have re- 
ceived such treatment from the present 
Government that they would not be sur- 


prised af anything that might be done 


to them even now. I do not wish them 
to be victimized, and I know that feel- 
ing generally is cooling down; that the 
War Precautions .Act . will presently 
cease to operate, and that then. these 
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- persons ‘may, ‘speak "thee Piha without 
fear of injury. i know, at a 


is unsuccessful, a further a ; 
following session. — Nee 

was sent to me yesterday. tf s 
my opinion of the position is when | 
taken care to tear off the’ name. a 
place it came from. 
me in order that I should read it 


perience of internment. 
“passage— | ae 
Have you any idea when the War, Pr 


tions Act is to be entirely abolished? 
damnable instrument hone hat ale 


tioner’s blade 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER | —(M 
Chanter). — Order! The  hono: 
member has no right to cast any 
tion upon an Act of this Parliam 


Mr. GABB.—I am not casting a: 





flection. I am simply que what i: 
in the letter. 
‘The oe SPEAKEE 


is making himself Pe 
statements contained in it. , 


pression, I will uae it Ea iM, . ; 


This instrument hangs like the e 
tioner’s blade over our heads, and_ ay 
prevents any of us from publicly | m 
known many things condemnatory of, th 
tralian Kaiser’s attitude towards Au 
born subjects. 1, a 

~ 





That givés a true reflex of ae 
fear and suspicion in the minds of n 
of these RCE, and for inne reas i 


eels quote: ie 


It will be nomted hen my ‘me it 
divided into three parts. The tw 
ask for a Select Committee - to 
into the internment camps and th } 
ment of the internees. That is Di 
most important reason why a Sele ee 
mittee. should be appointed, an 
cone obtain the i portion O 
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the two first parts. Still it seems to me Mr. GABB.—Let me tell the honorable 
that some good may come from an in- member that I did not fight on fields 
_ quiry into those things, if only because I afar for a position in the Common- 
have heard, and others may also have wealth Legislature. I do not wish 
heard, of certain things which are said to that reflection to be cast on every member 
| have happened in the internment eaups. Who has been in the ranks. I do not 
Teas an Australian, would like an inquiry, think that of them; but the first man in 
) so that if the statements are not true the eae who interjected on those lines 
_ we may be clean and clear in the eyes this i : Pie ea member be P eee 
of all, and, if they are true, the people ~"* eae o be niplaaapcuani kappa she Gey the 
of Australia may know what militarism ‘8 ? ttle inclined to make overmuch of 
Re) nd) diay mot he, deluded, \as on peak sas has been on the other 
some of them seem to be to-day, : Mr. peraaieayey f brought it all on 
into the belief that militarism in Aus- yourself because you said ei thought so 

_ tralia must necessarily be different from jnuch of iain ie 
militarism anywhere else in the world. Mr. GABB.—I think so much of Aus- 
__ Mr. Bamrorp.—lt is different. We tralia that if ever the day comes when I 
have not seen a man shot in Austraha, believe it is in danger I shall be pre- 


We é 
Mp ( 
ry 


pa fy) SRY ROW. pared to fight. Throughout the whole of 
_ » Mr. GABB.—Is the honorable member this war I never once saw any chance of 
sure of what he is saying? the British Empire losing the war, and 

- +~Mr. Bamrorp.—Yes. never once saw any danger to Australia. 


Mr. GABB.—I am not. I will mark After all, I do not see why, if a man is 
the honorable member’s interjection, and 2 Teturned soldier, he should be unjust 
Boe ae. Gomiog will answer it. TE to Australian-born citizens. If the hon- 
aha hie member will make inquiries orable member has antipathy for me, 
ee P think he will find that he may that is no reason why he should have 
Be is ee hen Vi a GNeD  fhieea. Griay antipathy to Australian-born citizens who 
 Bve been cieomstanges where even that Mavs.not been faidy tated, Honora 
__ extreme course was justified. I believe ji, a4 me, but I am here ba tling pi 
the expenditure on the internment camps these people because I am_ convinced, 
was between £1,250,000 and £1,500,000. from my inside knowledge of different 
"~~ +Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—The internees things I have had the chance of 
___ were treated better than the soldiers were. , reading about, from diaries that 
_ ~—Mr. GABB.—The honorable member have been kept, ‘and from meeting these 
may be right, but I have heard other- men, who were once honoured, but who 
wise, and that is another reason why I are not honoured to-day on account of 
should like a Select Committee that will the stigma which has been placed on 
have the confidence of the people to go ~them, that many of them have not re- 
Meena cmattor. hae a a deal. I . tt le the 

AE ge _Thi elect duestion of war service to be drawn in, 
Bi Rae baa rane ei ive nts because, after all, that is only an attempt 


es Aiba , | to influence the minds of some of the 
Bn vob have the confidence of the people, 1 bers of the House not t6 give justice 


Mr. GABB.—The honorable member {o these people. Honorable members can 
_ does not know who will be on the Com- think what they like about me, but I 
mittee. He, therefore, cannot say that it want them to give mea chance to get jus- 
will not have the confidence of the people. tice for ‘these others. | 

It would be a good thing if the Mr. Be.tt.—Are you going to tell us the 
whole question could be cleared up. I nature of the ill-treatment? 

am here as an Australian, and am proud Mr. GABB.—No; I am not going .to 
of the fac that I am an Australian, and make any comments about the camps. 

it hurts me when I hear of some of the Mr. Jowxett.—Then what is the good 

things that are said to have happened. of the Select Committee ? 

: I should like to be on sure ground in say- Mr. GABB.—I am going to bring be- 
ing that they have not happened. fore the House one or iwo cases. I could — 
Mr? Marr.—Did you fight for Aus- bring up many, and in due time I shall 

_ tralia when she needed your services ? quote all that honorable members want. 
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Mr. Betu.—We want to hear them. 

Mr. GABB.—That would be dangerous 
to some of these people, unless the War 
Precautions Act is first removed out of 
the way. 

Mr. Betu.—Why? 

Mr. GABB.—Because under that Act 


unlimited power is given to this Ministry. 


members on this side, complain about it, » 


‘vals in Australia. 


In the interests of these people, and 
at the wish of some of them, I am 
not prepared to give the details now. 


As the honorable member for Bar-— 
rier (Mr. Considine) asks me, ‘‘-What 
is to prevent the Government, if they 


want to, from deporting any of these 
men?’ Nothing whatever. It surprises 
me that the members of this Parliament 
have allowed the present position to go 
on so long. The war has been at an end 
for a long time. ‘Germany, Austria, Bul- 
garia, and Hungary have all signed the 
Peace treaties, yet our War Precautions 
Act is still in force, and unless something 


is done to terminate it, it is bound 
to operate for the full length of 
this year, if not, longer. We sit - 


down here helpless in front of that 
Act. I have heard one or two members 
of the Country party, and some of the 


but the Act is still in operation, and if a 
man has been once caught under it he is 
afraid of the same weapon falling upon 
him again. The honorable member for 
Darwin (Mr. Bell) may be asking me for 
particulars from the best of motives, but 
I am going to tell my story in my ON 
way. 


Those who were interned, so far as I 


have been able to go into their cases, may 


be divided into four classes. : 
Mr. Jowrerr.—Are the people that the 


honorable member speaks of still in- 
terned ? 
~Mr. GABB—No. I am asking for a 


Select Committee, not to get them out 
of an internment camp, but to give those 
who remain here a chance to clear them- 


selves of the stigma of eae ly that is. 


upon them to-day. 

Mr. Jowrert.—Are they still heiie in- 
terfered with in any way by the authori- 
ties ? 

Mr. GABB.—Not that I know of. The 
first class would include the recent arri- 
Amongst those who 
came here when the war started there 
would be a good many runaway sailors. 
So far as I have been able to gain infor- 
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and others aha had ean heredity : 
to this country. I have no complaint 
make about the internment of those met 
nor could I have. The Government was 
justified in taking those who had 
come here, and whose sympat 
bound to be with their native 
and putting them where they wo 
do any harm: I have no complain 
make about that particular class, provi 
that they were treated humanely in the 
The second class comprises GA 
naturalized persons who have been in Aus- 
tralia fora long period. Some ho | 
able members May say it was their own 
fault that they were not naturalized. 
Some of these cases have come before 
and I find the position to be as follows :— 
The South Australian law in regard t o 
naturalization did not necessarily confer 
naturalization on the child with the nat 
ralization of the parent. I am inform 
that in some of the other States a 
posite was the case, and _ that, 


ci with his ons became pt, 


the adit ap in eae to- day who a 
been here since childhood are not natural. 
ized simply because they thought thai 
their naturalization was necessanily conse- 


salt, but T assure ae ‘than? Aas ‘ 
been on the rolls numbers of elect 
were not naturalized, although t 
thought they were. It was only when 

was pointed out to them, after the wa: 
started, that they were not naturaliz 
that they had ‘to go off the re 
This class is distinctly unfortunate 
recognise that the Government were 
ing within their legal rights in + 
case, but it seems to me that since th 
people had been residents of the 
monwealth for many years, and 
proved themselves good citizens, t. 
vernment, in interning -them, 
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_ Mr. Hector Lamonp.—They. were not 
Se interned - because they were not natural- 
ized. 

iz thoy Mr. ‘GABB. —I recognise that; but I 
do “not know why they were interned. 
| Pade, fact that, although they had been 

4 resident in the Commonwealth for many 

ANG years, they remained unnaturalized told 

against them in the opinion of many 

people, and it is for that reason that I 

have explained why they failed to take 

out naturalization papers. They believed 
that they were covered by the natural- 
ization of their parents. I understand 
that under a Commonwealth Act. which 

_ came into operation only a few months 

oe ago, the naturalization of a) foreigner 

will apply to all his children under the 
age of twenty-one years. 

Mr. Jowrrr.—The honorable mem- 
ber knows that these people were in- 
- terned because they were believed to be 
disloyal. 

Mr. GAPB. That is what the honor- 
able member and the majority of the 
House think; but I can quote a state- 
,. ment made by the Prime Minister (Mr. 
He _ Hughes) that many of these people were 
-- interned on suspicion. A South Aus- 
i“ _ tralian Judge has said that the fact that 
. a@ man has been interned is no evidence 
68 his disaffection or disloyalty. Many 
: an persons were interned on suspicion, and 
+ _ the trouble is that they come out of the 

‘internment camp bearing the same 
brand as those who might have been 
eh - absolutely disloyal. 

a The third class to which I desire to 
refer are naturalized Australians who 
were interned. There were 267 cases of 
that kind. A naturalization paper car- 
mies with it the rights of a British sub- 
oa, and one of the rights of a British 
1 abject, War Precautions Act or no such 
_ Act, is that he shall not be condemned 
pane imorisoned without _a fair trial. 

these 267 men had taken out naturaliza- 
tases papers, but under the War Precau- 

‘[ Slons Act those ‘‘ scraps of paper’’ were, 
so to speak, torn up by the present Min- 
istry. I can ‘well understand that there 
might have been suspicion in regard to 
some of these men, but since thev had 












_ been naturalized, and had thus been 


given the rights of British subjects, the 
Government should have carried out 
. their part of the bargain, and have given 
none them a trial. The last class I propose 
Bey) OO mention are those of Australian birth 
o i who have been interned, and itis for 
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these that I am specially in the fight. 
I am bringing forward these unpopular 
matters 
- Mr. Hector Lamonp.—This is a fairly 
popular matter in the honorable mem- 





_ber’s electorate, 


Mr. GABB.—In order to clear the 
honorable member’s mind, and to induce 
him to be a little more charitable, let 
me tell him that a leading Labour 
worker in my division some three weeks 
ago sald\to me, ‘‘Gabb, old man, you 
have done enough to show the German 
people”—he should have said “ Aus- 
tralians’’— “‘that you are trying to be 
their friend, and are endeavouring to 
carry out your pledges. Your attitude 
on this question is being used against 
you in your “electorate for all it is 
worth. You have proved yourself to be 
the friend of these people; take my ad- 


‘vice and do not have much more to say. 


on the subject.’’ More than half of my 
electorate are of British origin, and I 
know that my opponents are stating all 
ever my electorate that I am a pro-Ger- 
man, If I had regard only to my own 


interests I should accept my friend’s 


advice. He is a stalwart Labour 
worker: who travels over a good part 
of my electorate, and I have had 
his friendship for many years. I have 
already fought an unpopular fight in this 
connexion, and if I had regard only 
to my own interests, I would now” allow 
the matter to drop. I believe; however, 
that these people have been wronged. 
They are as truly Australian as I am. 
There are forty-three of them who were 
born on Australian soil, and I am satis- 
fied that those honorable members who are _ 
now jeering at me will, within the next 

three years, view this matter in its proper 
light, and recognise that our fellow Aus- 
tralians should be fairly treated. 

Mr. Jowert..—_The honorable member 
has not shown that these men have been 
unfairly treated. 

Mr. GABB.—TI shall do so. The Prime 
Minister recently stated in this House 
that the question of the injustice done to 
Australian-born citizens was no _ longer 
a live matter. ‘There is in my electorate 
a:man of German origin who, like the 
Prime Minister, had two boys at the 
Front. One of them paid the supreme 
sacrifice, and lies buried in,France. This 
man, who is about the same age as the 
Prime Minister, was put behind the 
barbed-wire of the internment camp. 
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Would any honorable member in the 


same circumstances. consider that his in- 
ternment as a disloyal pee was not a 
live question ? 

Mr. Bett.—I know some absolutely 
disloyal men whose sons went to the Front 
—men who said that they would like to 

shoot their sons for enlisting. 

Mr GABB.—I question whether the 
son of any man who was so disloyal would 


go to the Front. 

Mr. Jowrrr.—There were many such 
cases. 

Mr. GABB.—The spring cannot rise 
above its source; the influence of the 
home is great. T cannot believe that a 


child reared in a disloyal home would 
enlist. In the light of these facts, 
it is absurd to say. that this is no 
longer a live question. In another case a 
poor man of German origin, with a wife 
and eight little children, returned from 

work one day to find a constable waiting 
for him at his.gate.° He was arrested, 
taken from place to place, and ultimately 
interned. His wife was allowed 30s. per 
week for the upkeep of the family. 
While he was in camp he learned that 
she was ill, and naturally desired to go 
to her, but was not allowed to do so. How 
would any honorable member like to be 
treated in that way, especially when he 
did not know why he was interned? 
Would this not be a live question to him? 
in yet another case a wealthy man— 
and I admit that, in this matter, the 
Government did not discriminate be- 
tween the rich and the poor—who was 
interned, has determined, as soon as the 
War Precautions Act ceases to operate, 
to take his case into the Law Courts. He 
knows that an Act is to be passed in- 
demnifying the Government and its off- 
cers for any wrongful act that may have 
been committed by them; but he is de- 
termined to take his case to the Court, in 
order to clear himself. He told me that, 
although he had struggled hard for what 
he had, he had resolved to clear himself 
of the stigma resting upon him by an 
appeal to the Courts, even if he had to 
spend every penny he possessed to do so, 
How can it be said that this is not a live 
question to a man who feels so warmly? 
No honorable member has experienced 
what it is to be disowned by. his own 
country. 
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Mr. GABB. —TI hope not. 
were justly disowned by our own oe 
we should be much perturbed, but if we — 
were unjustly disowned and d- sono ri 
if the sense of injustice. rankled in — 
our breasts—would it not be a very five 
‘matter to us?! Ths is an intensely. live — 
question to those who, in some cases, have be " 
been dishonoured on mere suspicion, and — 
it is only reasonable that we should ap- - 
point a Select Committes to determine 
their guilt or innocence. If any of these 
people, born on Australian 6oil, cujyng 
all the advantages of this. country, — 
sharing its fresdom, and participating 
in its blessings, are proved to have been 
disloyal, then the Government may treat 
them as it pleases. Such people deserve 
punishment, but let us give them a fair me 
trial. Let us give them a chance to Pros. ne ; 
their innocence. a 

Mr. Jowrtt.—Does the honorable mem. ee 
ber say that no Germans in this country, * 
were disloyal during the war? i 

Mr. GABB.—I make no such state: te 
ment. avi 

Mr. Jowrtr.—The honorable re Hs 





_assertions suggest that he does holds that ca 


view. x 
Mr. GABB.—Not at all. The hanes ty 
able member does not appear to be able 
to grasp the meaning of plain English I 
am surprised at such an interjection from 
one who is usually most charitable in his” reek 
views and dealings. the 
The Prime Minister on one occasion ai ae 
in this House, ‘‘ I would be the last to | 
deny justice to a citizen of this country 
because he happened to bear a foreign 
name or sbecause his father came from x 
Germany.” If the Prime Minister’ means 
that, I hope that the Government will not 
oppose, but will facilitate, the giving of an 
opportunity to do justice to these people. ay 
If they will afford such an opportunity, aM 
that will be a proof that the Prime apse ot We 
ister meant what he said. ais 
Mr. Jowrrr.—He always means: what . 
he says. sad 
Mr. GABB.—We all haved our ‘an 
opinions about that. I. notice that | ho. 
writer in Stead’s Kemew, in comment- — 
ing upon this. matter, did | 
to think that he meant 
said. I believe that there me 
members of the Government who! Be 
in accord bh a 
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ine “battling here for justice for tebe 
eee I am disposed to think that they 
do not number many, and that there are 
‘some Ministers who are inclined to 
b penalize a man simply because he has a 
. seterman name, or has a German father. 
aie Mr. Marr.——Let the honorable member 
: "name them. 
ae 7 Mr. GABB—I will not name them. 
ie Mr. Marr.—The honorable member 
ie ‘should not make such an allegation against 
_them.if he is not prepared to name them. 
Mr, GABB.—I am asking no favours. 
I am merely asking for a Select Commit- 
tee, the members of which can be ap- 
pence by this House. 
Mr. Marr.—The honorable member 
ig is casting insults upon Ministers. 
¥ ‘Mr. GABB.—They can look after them- 
- selves, and do not need a baby of the 
_ House like the honorable member to do 
that for them. To my sorrow, I know 
that they are well able to look after them- 
selves, and so I say the honorable mem: 
_ ber need not worry. They will look 
after themselves at the right time. I want 
to come to the point. 
Mr. Jowrrr.—It is time the honorable 
< member did so. : 
~ Mr. GABB.—The honorable member 
for Grampians (Mr. Jowett) is interject- 
‘ing so frequently that if he is not careful 
I shall endeavour, as he deserves it, to 
i ES Soha my name passed over to him. 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. Sir | Elliot 
_ Fohnion ——Order! As a reference has 
been made by the honorable member to 
the interjections that are being made, [ 
ae that they shall not continue. 

“Mr. GABB.—I have no wish to be 
YE when speaking, but it is a -re- 
Weetle thing that it should seem to be 
recognised that whenever I speak in this 
House any honorable member may have a 
_ shot at me, and so prevent my continuing 
ae the even tenor of my way. If they 
were: Wise enough to refrain from inter- 

- jecting, honorable members opposite 

“would. -find that I should state my case 
_ without undue passion. There is no reason 
why, because I am fathering an unpopu- 

lar cause, and on a recent occasion did the 

same thing, I should be subjected to so 

BY interjections and interruptions. _ 
_- Mr. Wast.—It is because you are any 
hares man, 

- . Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! The honor- 
~ablé member for Angas (Mr. Gabb) has 
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,might feel sure that a 


complained of interjections, and an inter- 
jection immediately follows his complaint, 


Mr. GABB.—I say that some of these 


people were removed to the internment 


camps upon suspicion. I am entitled to 
come to that conclusion from statements © 
which were made by the Prime Minister 
in this House. JI wish to be as fair to him 
as possible, and, though I may not use 
his own words, I quote similes which he 
made use of to show that he considered 
that it might be necessary sometimes to 
have’ people interned on suspicion. The 
first simile he used was in regard 
loyalty to a political party. He said, 

effect, that it is very hard to prove Hiss 
loyalty on the part of an honorable mem- 
ber to his party or his leader; that one 
certain man 
was disloyal, but at the same time 
it might be very hard to _ prove 
it. Whilst there may be some truth 
in that statement, I make bold to 
say that there is no member of his poli- 
tical party who would be expelled by the 
Prime Minister or by any leader 
merely because he suspected him of 
disloyalty to the party. I quote the 
simile used by the Prime Minister as an 
admission that some of these people, even 
if there were only two, were interned on 
suspicion. We know ‘that loyalty to a 
political party and loyalty to the coun- 
try in which one is born are not to be 
compared, and even if only two of. these 
people who were born in «this country 
were interned on suspicion, I say that 
they should be given an opportunity to 
appear before a body in whom _ they 
would have confidence, and be given a 


chance to clear tveriselved of the stigma 


cast upon them. 


Another simile made use of by the 
Prime Minister was that of a person sus- 
pected to be suffering from small-pox or 


leprosy. The right honorable gentleman 


said, in effect, “If a man comes off ‘a 
boat, a. doctor may say to him, ‘I do. not 
know whether you have small-pox or not, 
but I cannot take any risks, and must 
put you into quarantine on suspicion.’ ” 
I intend to refer to the case of a man 
suspected of suffering from quite another — 
disease. So far as my knowledge goes, a 
sufferer from either small-pox or leprosy 
is not blameworthy,. 


Mr. West.—They are dirt diseases, 
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Mr. GABB. —So fue as, ay io iotes 
goes, sufferers from them are not blame- 
_worthy... A man may contract either of 
“these diseases through no fault of his 
own. To justify the internment of any 
man, he should be blameworthy; and so 
I say that a fairer simile to use would be 
the case of a man suffering from the 
disease of syphilis. 

Mr. Jowrerr.—Oh, no! 

Mr. GABB.—TI do not want to exhibit 
any mock modesty in this matter. I wish 
to treat this question seriously; and so 
I say that it will be a fairer simile: to 
take the case of a man suffering from 
the disease of syphilis, and assume that 
we had in operation a practice which, in 
my opinion, ought to be adopted, and 
that is the compulsory segregation of 
those suffering from this disease. 

Mr. Jowrrr.—Male and female alike ? 

Mr. GABB.—The compulsory segrega- 
tion of any persons suffering from this 
disease. 

Dr. Earte Pacse.—On suspicion? 

Mr. GABB.—I am coming to that 
part. [am merely instancing a simile, 


and have a right, therefore, to suggest a 


supposititious case. I will suppose that 
there is a law which provides for the segre- 
gation of persons suffering from syphilis, 


and that a man may be placed in quaran- 


tine on suspicion that he is suffering 
from the disease. 

Dr. Earte Pacu—He can be in New 
South Wales, 

Mr. GABB.—This is a serious siesta: 
and I hope that honorable members will 
treat it seriously. ‘If they had been con- 
fined in an internment camp, and had had 
to put up with that indignity unjustly, 
it would be a serious matter for 
them. I suppose the case of a man who, 
on suspicion that he is suffering from 
syphilis, is placed in a quarantine camp 
with other persons who are there because 
they are known to have the disease. I 
then suppose the adoption of the proce- 


dure of emptying the whole camp upon 


the public when it is supposed the occu- 
pants have been cured of the disease. 
The man suspected of being a sufferer 
from the disease is turned out with those 
who have been cured of it, and no effort 
is made to clear him of the stigma cast 
upon him by his confinement in the 
quarantine camp. No effort is made to 
enable him to take up again his true 
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the confidence of his: wife and fan 


internment cari ps “ande 
afterwards with the stigma of “if | 
upon him. ce oe 

That is a fairer simile oo sugg : 
were those used by the Prime M 
and, in th view, it indicates the 


Foray matiy ‘Ausuentians eee and. dt 
ma peoples - Honorable — members 


Sir aleiit te Rem. ries What 1 


Mr. GABB.—That is nas they | 
to know, and what the Government 
not tell them, 


for the apoinnnlea of a re 
mittee. The ces Minister in am 


showed chat some of these people eat put 
into the internment camps on sus 
He said, ‘‘I do not think that wer 
many mistakes.’’ That statement. s 
with it the admission that the Government — 
did Inake some mistakes. Of course, we 
know that they made some mistakes, and — 
I have reason to believe | that sae made 
many. | 
Mr. JoweErrt. ‘nen the electors | 
times make mistakes. 


Mr. GABB.—The honcra “thembe 
thinks he can “chip in” as much as he 
likes. ‘The electors made a mistak 
when they sent him here. The point 
make is that there must be some 
people now in the community who 
the, haat of disloyal a BPO 


dis’ pale ons ee some ‘ot them © 
not disloyal. If a man were distonte 
honorable members think that it v 


to be called disloyal. I have tested 
heartstrings of many of these people, 
I know that they suffer, intensely at. 
called disloyal to this country, —~ 


Mr. Bary.—I should. not vate 


called disloyal. It would not trou 
in the least. 4 
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ei. Ne ‘. GABB. The honorable member 
“says he would not mind being called dis- 
ee _leyal, but if he reflects upon the matter 
: he wi'l admit that if he were born of a 
race - ‘that is being persecuted in this 

Me 2 ae ne would feel it intensely 1f he 





| Mr. GABB. —I thank ‘the honorable 
member for his interjection. That is just 
the point. If it were true he would feel 
it, and I am satisfied that in regard to 
many of these people who do feel it, the 
statement that they are disloyal is not 
true, and this applies particularly to Aus- 
_ tralian- -born persons who were interned. 
“Mr. Jowetrr.—Does, the honorable 
- member say that none of these people 
a were disloyal ? 
Mr. SPEAKER.—I ask the honorable 
Nieetter for Grampians (Mr. Jowett) not 
Weg interject. 





i Mr. GABB.—I am coming to the close. 


we “of my remarks. I feel my heart begin- 
ts ning to patter rather fast, and I frankly 
admit that it annoys me to think that 
there should be some Australian-born 
“Men. who can sit in this House and show 
no desire to give to other Australians an 
ee opprinnity to clear themselves of the 
iene ptiamie of disloyalty. That hurts me. 
‘There has been, so far as I know, only 
ay ~ one civil inquiry ‘held in regard to these 
matters. I do not refer to one that was 
held recently in regard to the deportation 
“ of Father Jerger and Dr. Hirschfield. I 
am not dealing with their case at all. The 
_ inquiry to which I refer was held at Lox- 
f ‘ ton. I quoted nearly the whole of the re- 
_ port of that inquiry in a previous speech 
in this House, and will not inflict it again 
upon honorable members. But I desire 
- again to bring under their notice the fact 
‘that the magistrate holding that inquiry 
sed these words— 
‘Clearly no inference of actual disaffection or 


disloyalty was to be drawn from the mere fact 
See internment. 














ae That is not any, “gas” of mine, but the 
- matured verdict of a man Oa et to re- 


‘telve. evidence and weigh the pros and 


eons. That was the verdict of Mr. 
" Bewition, who, so far as I know, is a 
man of entirely British origin. 
Mr. Brrr.—tThat settles the honorable 
manbers “argument. 

Mr. GABB.—If we could get the people 
of Australia to think in that way it, would 
be all right; but in regard to certain men 







‘of the peace. 


for nought. 


-The 


I have been told, ‘‘ Oh, but he was in- 
terned,’’ and that statement has been 


made as if it were a sufficient answer to: 


everything. It is not a sufficient answer ; 
but, unfortunately, it is so regaided by 
some people in Australia who do not know 
that certain persons were put into the in- 
ternment camps on mere suspicion. In 
regard to the evidence at the inquiry to 
which I have referred, I quoted the re- 
marks of the magistrate on one of the 
military men who. gave evidence. While 
giving him credit for his war duties, as 
the man had done al, service, the magis- 
trate said— 


Hither his memory was at fault, or he was 


prepared to make out his case without regard 
to the truth. 


That is a serious statement, and judg- 
ing by the information which has 


‘reached me, the same thing has happened 


in other cases. The time to speak of 
that is not yet, but if what I have been 
told in that regard is true, there will 
not be many people who in future will 
condemn me for trying to obtain justice 
for Australian-born subjects. The only 
inquiry that has been held has related 
to the cases of two men, both of whom 
have been cleared of any suspicion. 
The acquittals to date having been 100 
per cent. of the cases tried, surely that 
is a reason why, the House should ap- 
point a Select Committee so that others 
may have an equal opportunity to clear 
themselves. Six of the men who are 
interned in South Australia were justices 
As a rule, men are not 
appointed to the Commission of the 
Peace unless they have proved to be 
good citizens, although, at times, politi- 
cal influence does enter into these ap- 
pointments. To me it is remarkable 
that men who held such a high status 
in the community should be interned on 
on the accusation of, I know not whom, 
and that their own ‘assertions should go 
Some of them were arrested 
in the middle of the night, and imme- 
diately swept into the internment camp. 
Assistant Minister for Defence © 
(Sir Granville Ryrie), in answer to an 
interjection, said: that he differentiated 
between Germans and Australian-born 
citizens of German origin. I think we 
ought to do that, and I ask honorable 
members, particularly those, who fought 
against the Germans, and who know 
more of their conduct than I do, to dis- 


_tinguish between the two classes of people, 


those who, like themselves, w 
Australian soil. 

Mr. Parker Motronzy—lI formally 
second the motion. | 

Mr. WIENHOLT (Moreton) [5.23]. 
—I am sorry that this motion has 
been moved. Had it been proposed by 
anybody but the honorable member for 
“Angas (Mr. Gabb), I should have said 
‘that it had been brought forward. for 
the purpose of making ‘political 
capital ‘out of the cases of §6ih- 
terned Germans. Ido not make that 
accusation against the honorable mem- 
ber for Angas, because I give him 
credit for being as sincere aS 1S any 
other honorable member in this House.. 
But the motion is exceedingly useless. 
The inquiry which is asked for could do 
no possible good; at the best it could be 
only expensive and wasteful, whilst it 
might be positively mischievous. It re- 
lates to a matter that is past and done 
with. I do not think that even the in- 
ternees, whose cases have been advo- 
eated, would thank the honorable mem- 
ber for proposing an inquiry into the 
reasons for which they were interned. 
Much of the difference between the hon- 
orable member and myself is due to the 
fact that he is very much more of an 
optimist than I am. He said that he 
never felt, at any time during the war, 
that Australia or the British Empire was 
in any danger. That view is held by very 
few honorable members. Perhaps, be- 
cause the honorable member believed 
that the British peoples were in no 
danger, he takes a different view of the 
need for internment. To my mind, both 
Australia and the British Empire were 
‘for many years in very grave peril in- 
deed, and while that danger continued 
internment was a perfectly justifiable 
precaution. I do not say that it is very 
pleasant to be interned—I was a 
prisoner of war for six months—but I 
am sure that the internees in Australia 
enjoyed very much better conditions 
than did Australian soldiers who were 
in the hands of the enemy. When I was 
made a prisoner of war, I had _ been 


_ slightly wounded in the hip; my experi- 
ence commenced with a thirty-days’ 


march without any halt. Only twice dur- 
ing that time was my wound dressed at 


d 
a ee ae ; ‘ | 


_ take strong exception to the Governn 


-scendants of such. 
















































ceived no attention, because there w 
no doctor in the camp, At night 4 
wound adhered to the mattrass ? 


ment; it. was all in the game o 
and my hardships were light, e 
with those suffered by others. — 
think it is ridiculous to -endeay: 
arouse sympathy for the men wh 
interned in Australian camps. Th 
any rate, knew when and where 
would get their next meal; they 
reasonably certain © that next — 
they would be sitting at the 
table as usual. That is more t 
was known by the soldiers serving at 
Front. Internment was a necessary - 
caution during war time, but I adn 
that it should not in itself be regarc 
as absolute proof of disloyalty. I 
already fought that battle, and I w 


& 


carefully. One case in whieh JT 
taken a good deal of interest has b 
upon me a good deal of blame; in f 
I’ am. not sures that I have 1 


that’ before deportation the man’s . 
should be reviewed he was perfe 
fair. The case was reviewed in 
manner we requested, and one must a! 
by the result. The honorable me 
for Angas (Mr. Gabb) and I both r 
sent electorates which include a 1 
number of. persons who were either 
in Germany and came to Austral 


children or young men, or are th 
: I have previ 
made plain my position in regar 
them, and that attitude I shall - 
alter. But the honorable membe 
Angas has admitted that the f 
which were aroused during the w 
cooling down, and I ask him whe 
is not better, instead of stirring up 
perpetuating bitter feelings which 
lead to that most abominable th 
a British community—racial bitterne: 
which, wherever it asserts itself, weak 
the Empire, that we should realiz 

ae is Bee 








oe. touched the matter at all. 
past and done with, and that it should be 
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aie one years are Bist and now help all 
sections of the community to live together 
in friendliness and unity as fellow-Austra- 
_ Hans and British subjects. - 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY (Hume) 
[5.32]. —A few months ago, when this 
matter was raised by the Leader of the 

hoe! _ Opposition (Mr. Tudor), I availed myself 
_ ot the opportunity to express my senti- 
ments. . I cannot understand why the 


- motion should have been referred to by 


the mover as unpopular. I do not admit 
that it is. If it be unpopular to give 
justice where justice is due it is a bad 
state of affairs for the country. Any 
Pe eopnlarity that surrounds this. endea- 


-vour on the part of the honorable mem-— 


_ ber for Angas (Mr. Gabb) can be due 
se only to misrepresentation of the subject. 
The mere wording of the resolution is 
sufficient to disarm all suspicion and ill- 
Gage Honorable members oppos‘te 
have interjected regarding the war ser- 


vices of honorable members on this side 


who are supporting the request for this 
Inquiry.~ I believe that those remarks 
were made in a jocular spirit. It is 
quite irrelevant whether those who sup- 
port the motion served at the Front or not. 
_ As for the honorable member who has just 
resumed his seat, I do not think he 
He said it was 


sh allowed to rest. That is all very well 

from his point of view. Perhaps the 
attitude of the honorable member for 
_ Moreton (Mr. Wienholt) in.regard to this 
subject, from: the beginning, may be such 
that he does not want it resurrected. I 
will say no more with respect to that; 


but this matter is not done with. In the 
St amnterests of justice, it is not going to be 


allowed to rest. In the interests of fair 


play to these pedple, who are living in . 


| Australia under a cloud, having a stigma 
upon them, it is not going to be dropped. 
I ask the honorable member for Moreton 


~ how this Subject can be regarded as past 


and done with in the eyes of those who 
have been treated, not as Australian-born 
citizens, but as lepers, or worse? This 
‘motion asks, among other things, that any 
- native-born or naturalized subject who, 
by statutory declaration, affirms that he 
has reasonable grounds for believing his 
‘internment to have been the result of un- 
truthful information, maliciously fur- 
nished, shall have.the circumstances in- 


| es: . vestigated 
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Camps. 


' Mr. Hector Lamonpv.—He ean secure 
that now. It has never been refused to 
one who has taken that stand. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.--That 
statement is absolutely unfounded. 


Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—There has not 
been a case in regard to which such a 
request has been made that has not been 
inquired into. The honorable member 
for Angas (Mr. Gabb) did not cite a 
single case in which an inquiry was aut 
manded. 

Mr. Gass.—lIt is useless to demand an 


inquiry. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—If what 
the honorable member for Illawarra (Mr. 
Hector Lamond) says is true, there can 
be no objection to the appointment of a 
Select Committee. When this subject 
was originally before the House, the 


‘Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) said he 


had no objection to the proposition. ‘To- 
day I expect to hear a favorable reply 
from the Government. I have received 
letters concerning men who were in- 
terned, who are prepared to make statu- 
tory declarations in regard to their in- 
nocence, and who claim an inquiry. If 
names are wanted, I will furnish them. 
J have one case, particularly, in mind. 
Tt is that of an Australian-born citizen of 
the second generation who was a district 
councillor. While occupying that posi- 
tion, he promulgated the most compre- 
hensive scheme for the repatriation of 
soldiers that has yet come under my 
notice. During the war, he went on the 
public platform and advocated enlist- 
ment. He and his family have sub- 
scribed to the war loans in generous 
fashion. However, there are always 
some people who bear enmity against 
their neighbours. The Prime Minister 
has stated that among the internees were 
some who found themselves there because 
of information supplied by the Secret 
Service. In the district to which I am 
referring, the Secret Service was repre- 
sented by men who bore personal enmity 
against this Australian-born councillor. 
His accusers were animated by motives of 
personal spleen. They made false state- 
ments, and their victim was interned as a 
result. That is his firm belief to- day. 
The Prime Minister himself has said it 
is possible that mistakes were made. — 

Mr. Rosert Coox.—lIt is a good thing 
it was possible. 
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Mr. PARKER ‘MOLONEY. — To 
make mistakes? NE aN 
Mr. Rosert Coox.—Possible to in- 


tern these men. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. — Rightly 
or wrongly? 

Mr. Rospert Coox.—Does the Govern- 
ment always do things wrongly ? 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Per- 
haps there are cases in which men were 
rightly interned, but what has that to 
do with the cases of those who were 
wrongly interned? Surely the latter have 
the right of trial. It is one of our boasted 
ideals 
innocent until he has been proved guilty. 
Here was one who had been openly loyal. 
Upon his internment he asked for an 
inquiry. Through his solicitors, the 
matter came before the Minister for De- 
fence (Senator Pearce), but the reply of 
the Department was that the internee 
would not be given an opportunity to 
rrove that the case against him was 
based on false evidence; that he would 
not be given a chance to disprove those 
statements on which he was interned; 
but that he would be given an vuppor- 
tunity to furnish evidence of any acts 
of loyalty which hesmight have per- 
formed. Is that a fair thing? 

Mr. Hector Lamonp.—I do not think 
that is the whole case. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—I will 
sive the whole case. He was not allowed 
to tender any ‘evidence to refute the 


charges upon which he had been in- 


not know what they are. 


taken part 


Those charges were never made 
Even to-day he does 
He saw that 
the only thing open to him was to fur- 
nish evidence of his acts of loyalty; so 
he provided it. His scheme of repatria- 
tion was ‘placed before the authorities. 
It was shown, on his behalf, that he had 
in recruiting campaigns, 
and it was proved that he and his family. 
had. subscribed liberally to war loans. 
All this, however, was of no use. The 
one thing for which he had asked was 
tihat the charges levelled against him 
might be made known; but he was in- 
formed that no inquiry would be 
sranted, and that no statement concern- 
ing charees would be made. That is the 
whole case. 

Mr. Hector Lamonp. one there is 
another chapter. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Then 
the honorable member will have an op- 


terned. 
known to him. 


that every man shall be deemed. 


e 


be found taking exactly int 
stand as I do to-day. But, so 
from being unpopular, it — “ought 


‘the returned soldiers made reference: 78 Me 


conclusion of the deputation, I said t 


parently, he may never remove. 
























eer An inquiry. was vokisedi 
some later period a number of retur 
men from his district - presented ther 
selves to me, and’ asked me to introdu 
them as a deputation to the Prime Min- 
ister (Mr. -Hughes) in order that they 
might elicit the nature of the aes i 
made against their interned neighbou Ss 
We waited upon the Prime Minister, | ae 2 
the 


the internee’s loyal services. 


fe At 1 
Mr. Hughes, ‘‘Do I understand thats) 
this man must go down to the. peor 
without ever knowing what charge. was 
made alco ee him 2? ~The Prime Min-_ i 
ister replied, ‘‘ That is so.’’ Cor pe 


ee shire council, bik he ‘found. se 
self the victim of the stigma which is. 
now and eek hanging over his’ head. 


says, ‘‘ Let the stigma remain.’? 
Mr. WI=ENHOLT. —I did not say, | 
the stigma remain.’ 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. vine 
ie 
























sith rest) a | ‘ 
Mr. WiEnNHOLT.—Hear, hear! Nes 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. —This cy 
ex-internee is now adjudged ‘unworthy 
to represent his fellow countrymen, Upom 
a shire council. He is boycotted. 
Mr. Ties PO a the gel 


abaalutely unfounded, hue Fe 


honorable’ member for Illawarra | 
Lamond), I feel sure, will not : 
his calm moments that if this : man 
others of his neighbours are — 
cent they should never be give 
opportunity to prove it. | Wheth« | 
were popular or not I shall bah 


be the reverse. 
a privilege for every heen? ees ek 
stand on the side of justice and 
play i in a country that prides itself 
its liberty-loving principles. The 
able member for Illawarra has 
that no cases have been cited. 
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: | now eine. ae fase of: anopher saan who 
' was interned, and therefore was in- 
rh terested. in the deputation to the Prime 
1 Miniater- This man had a son at the 
‘ | Front. He volunteered this informa- 

i tion, or it was supplied on his behalf at 
f ee time of his arrest, but owing, no 
i doubt to the underhand mietodsr: em- 
in ployed, and because of: personal animus 
_ of members of the secret service, amongst 
whom the man lived, it was some con- 













simple statement of fact through to the 
Defence Department. He now has in his 
_ possession a letter from the Minister for 
_ ‘Defence (Senator Pearce), to show that 
when it became known to the Defence 
- authorities that he had a son at the 
Front, he was released, and admitting 
that if it had been known at the time he 
would not have been interned. 
Mr. Brennan.—That is the first in- 
stance I have heard of the Defence De- 
_ partment listening to reason. 
Se a Bp 
us “junately, it took a long time for that 
simple statement to reach the authori- 
4 ties; whereas, 
above board it should have been known 
next day. 


Mr. Hector Lamonp.—It was largely 
“his own fault at the beginning that it was 
_ not known. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. —The hon- 
able member is wrong, because the state- 
ment was made at the time of his arrest. 

+The honorable member for Grampians 
(Mr. Jowett) might be quite right in 
| affirming that some people deserved to be 
interned, but I am not dealing with that 
aspect of the matter at all. I say that if 
for good reasons 1,000 were interned, 





surely there could be no objection to an 


effort being made to secure justice for a 
tenth of that number if they believed they 
ts had been interned wrongly. Quité a num- 





~ ber of these people declare that they know’ 


of no reason for their internment, and, 
Wendie: they feel the stigma that at- 
taches to them. They are suffering in 
business and public life because of it, and 
they believe that if they had an oppor- 
tunity of submitting their cases before 
a proner tribunal they would be able to 
prove their innocence. I regret to think 
that even one member of this House 
:. would say that such men are not entitled 
oo a chance to answer such a charge. I do 





_ siderable time before he could get this: 


PARKER MOLONEY.—Unfor- 


if everything had been 
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not want to labour the question, and so 
I will conelude by saying that I believe 
many of them are suffering an injustice, 
and that they were interned because of 
false reports furnished to the authorities 
by other residents animated by personal 
bias. I have ample evidence to prove this 
statement right up to the hilt, and it is 
the duty of this House, and particularly 
of every honorable member who saw active 
service at. the Front, in what he re- 
garded as the fight for liberty and fair 
play, to see that fellow citizens—because 
many of these interned men are 
Australian-born citizens—get that British 
fair play for which they fought. 


Mr. BELL (Darwin) [5.55] wr Wery 
few words will suffice to put my view of - 
the question. The honorable member who 
submitted the motion made an appeal for 
justice on behalf of Australian-born citi- 
zens who were interned during the war 
period, and he made a special appeal; as 
did the honorable member who has just 
resumed his seat, to those who have served 
overseas, The honorable member for 
Angas (Mr. Gabb) made some veiled 
accusations of ill-treatment, of internees, 
but when I asked him, by way of inter- 
jection; to cite a case, he said he would 
defer doing so to a later date, giving as his 
reason his belief that. some of these people 
were afraid to come forward and tell 
what they knew. 


Mr. Parxer Motonry.—You will admit 
that my cases are pretty genuine. 


Mr. BELL.—If there were any evi- 
dence of ill-treatment of Australian-born 
citizens of German parentage, or even of 
German birth, during the war period, no 
appeal to honorable members for the ap- 
pointment of a Select Committee would 
be made in vain. 


Mr. Nicuotrs.—We will give you 
plenty of evidence. 


Mr. BELL.—The mover of the motion 
alleged ill-treatment, but presented no 
evidence of it, so the whole matter simply 
resolves itself into a complaint that some 
people were interned on suspicion, and 
that, therefore, a Select Committee 
should be appointed to inquire into their 
loyaity or disloyalty. I take the view, 
however, that it is very hard, at this 
stage, to prove any man’s loyalty. ‘There 
was a time when it was easy enough to do 
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that. There was ample opportunity dur- 
ing the war for every man to show where 
he stood. The question now is—Were 
the Government of the day justified i in in- 


terning Australian- born citizens of ‘Ger- 


man parentage on suspicion? 

Mr. Consrpine.—Certainly not. — 

Mr. BELL.—1 say they were justified. 

Mr. Constninz.—Not on suspicion. 

Mr. BELL.—The British, as a race, 
have always been inclined to be trustful 
rather than suspicious; but during the 
recent war there was plenty of evidence 
to prove that the Government were per- 
fectly justified in interning any one upon 
reasonable grounds for suspicion. 

Mr. Constpoine.—You are qualifying 
your statement now. 


Mr. BELL.-—It was a reasonable pre- 


caution to take. 

Mr. Consivine.—Surely the honorable 
member can distinguish between “ reason- 
able” ground for suspicion and mere 
suspicion. 

Mr. BELU.—Exactly. And most 
people believe that the Government, when 
interning these people, had reasonable 
ground for suspicion. 

Mr. Parker Mo.oney. ue one of 
those men came to you and said he be- 
lieved he had been wrongfully interned, 
would you give him a chance to prove his 
ease ¢ 

Mr. BELL.—Yes. He has a chance 
now. While the mover of the motion was 
speaking, I made an interjection that I 
would not have minded had I _ been 
charged with disloyalty. There was no 
possible chance of that. Jikewise, many 
young men of German parentage had no 
fear of the charge during the war: but I 
know that many: people of German 


parentage, whose sons were at the Front, 
were openly disloyal, and avowed that. 


they would never recognise their sons 
again. In the face of all this, it is a 
peculiar argument that the presence of a 


son at yay Front should have been re-. 


garded as the test of a man’s loyalty. 

Mr. Consmine.—Almost as peculiar 
as the argument that a certain gentleman 
in Victoria, with a D.S.O. decoration, 
should now be charged with disloyalty. 

Mr. BELL.—FExactly. A man might 
have the D.S.O. and still be distinctly 
disloyal. 


Mr. Constpine.—Then, your going to. 


the Front was no eter of your loyalty. 


¢ 


~ 


(REPRESENTATIVES ie 


‘ another motion, and cite cases ine gross — 


day he does not know why. a aa 








| aa ich baat 





the Front to. prove my logaley ‘Bor me 
people would need .to go to the “Ee 
many times, and still they would be under — 
suspicion. It is, as I have said, an 
now for men who were interned to. me 
their loyalty, so there is very good reason ee 
to believe that the motion has been i 
introduced’ for the purpose of getting an- 
other little stab at the Prime Minister — 
and the Cabinet.. Therefore, the House — 
would not be justified in supporting if, in 
especially as the honorable member: wno 
submitted it intimated that, at som 
future date, he is going to bring forward 







































ill-treatment. 


Mr. Parxer Moroney. —It thie m 
tion is not carried. — | yay 


Mr. BELL.—We might very pa we 
fer the appointment of a Select Commit 
tee until such time as we get some defi 
nite charges. If, by any chance, the oe 
cupants of the Opposition benches hac 
been in power during the war, I doub 
very much if they would now appoint i 
Select Committee upon the evidence sub 
mitted to the House. I would have beer 
very much surprised also if, during th 
war, they had not taken some action 
such as they now condemn, to- inte 
people of German Parentage on mene } 
of disloyalty. mek 


Mr. LAZZARINI (Werriwa) 6. 5). —. 
er the motion for a Select Commit 


i +6) 
ce 


a were undesirable in the eyes 0 
powers that be. There has oni 
quite enough said about internees: of | | 


ae wrote a book feotatlag The Coed 
ing Sovereign. He was born, as I 
of Scottish parents in New South W. 
and was detained in an internment C 


appointment ‘of a Baler ‘Com 
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at. | 

: / onda teat this ease may be infiuired tte 
_ This man was resident, I understand, in 
ee) little, town in South Australia, where he 


aa 
ie 
ue 





wh hirled away-in a motor car, and put into 
‘a concentration camp, and none of his 
_ friends knew where he was. If this 
were the only case of the kind 
oi during the whole period of the, war 
uh only case of a man _ being 
spirited away—it is ‘sufficient to justity 
an exhaustive inquiry. Otherwise, which 
of us is safe, in view of the policy followed 
by the N ationalist and capitalistic Govern- 
ments throughout the world, to whom the 
war was due? It is possible that we may 
have another war shortly, and we must 

















_ look to the future, so as to know where we 


stand. Honor able members may not be 
acquainted with this particular case, but I 
had the facts from the man concerned; 
and, under all the circumstances, no Go- 
~-yvernment dare refuse an inquiry. This 
‘man, Scott, is an intensely loyal man; but 
in the work I have mentioned he advocated 
‘a principle inimical to the interests of 
_ the banking and other great financial in- 
stitutions of the country. He is gifted 
_ with a brain for finance excelled, per- 
haps, by very few. men; in Australia, 
and he put forth a system of financial 
‘administration by which the Common- 
wealth could have met the cost of war- 
‘ pene operations without taxing the people 
se, to the extent of ld. 
a “Mr. Jowett.—Do you suggest that 
Nene was the reason he was interned? 
Mr. LAZZARINI.—I do suggest that. 
and I shall continue to believe it to be 
the Bact until a Select Committee proves 
ade contrary. Further, though I can- 
nt Gear a : 
not. prove oe statement, it is my 
i he opinion he was put there in order to be 
silenced, as he was, for a period of some- 
thing like one year and eight months. 
Then the war was over, and the con- 
‘ditions: altered, he was given his free- 
lom, being considered no longer dan- 
 gerous. The honorable member for 
Moreton (Mr. Wienholt) says that enemy 
subjects; and’ other suspected persons, 
4 “were treated much better in the camps 
Saag ct Australia than others in- similar 
ie tess were treated in the camps in 
Be ba other countries. That is quite possible. 
| ett -WIENHOLT.—1 | spoke of prison 


ey ces LAZZARINT. —But this man, al- 
though intensely loyal, was sent into camp. 
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was grabbed by the military police, 


0) oS 
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While there, in the course of argument 
with some German internees, one of the 
latter asked him if he believed all he read 
in the newspapers about the German 
atrocities. He replied in the affirmative, 
and then the Germans said to him, “There 
is one thing that the Germans have not 
done; they have never interned a Ger- 
man subject along with enemy subjects.” 
That, Scott informed me, squashed him 
—he was beaten. This man, at any rate, 
is a British subject, and if he made dis- 
loyal statements, he was entitled to a 
trial; but, failing a trial, an inquiry such 
as that now proposed would satisfy me. 
A large number of people in the country 
no doubt believe that this man had done 
something to justify this detention; but 
I say that he was deliberately put into 
camp in order to silence him, because 
the principles he was preaching were 
right up against the principles of finan- 
cial and banking institutions in all the 
nations of the world. during the war. 
These institutions have their grip on the 
economic arrangements and conditions in 
all countries, and are possessed of great 
power; but I repeat that this man was 
out on an intensely patriotic mission, 
trying to prove that financial arrange- 
ments could be made to meet the cost of 
the war without taxation—that we could, 
as the British have done in the past, con- 
duct the war without adding a penny to 
the national debt, and thus save the 
£25,000,000 or £30,000,000 of taxation 
necessary to meet our interest bill. I 
am not satisfied that Mr. Scott’s is the 
only case of the’ kind, and I only know 
of his case because I happened to be ac- 
quainted with him, and, brushing up 
against him, was given the facts. -For 
all I know, there may be hundreds of 
similar cases. It is, to say the least, dis- 
quieting to think that, when passions are 
roused, as they, were during the war, 
some interests have to be safecuarded, 
even if it means sacrificing the Liberey ag 


British subjects;- and if any. honorable 


member says that this case is not one for 
inquiry, he is ignorant of the elementary 
laws of justice. 


Mr. CONSIDINE (Barrier) [6.15].—In 


supporting the motion I wish to say that 


very few of the detai's are within my own 


knowledge. I have noticed, however, that 


in Stead’s Review certain articles were 
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silane. to appear from time to tine ne 
out any representations from the Govern- 
ment or the authorities concerned. One 
statement in particular was that it 
was only on representations made by 
the Swiss Consul or the American Consul 
that alterations were made in the .treat- 
ment of prisoners in the internment 
camps. I know no more than do other 
honorable members who have spoken of 
what were the conditions which prevailed 
in the camps; but it is within our know- 
ledge that in the press of Australia, es- 
pecially the Sydney press, statements 
were made concernine the use of machine- 
guns at Holdsworthy Camp. In reference 
to that matter no report has ever been 
asked for in this Parliament. J have in 
my possession a statement signed by, I 
_ think, a captain in the German Navy who 
was interned at Holdsworthy. We know 
that according to international arrange- 
ments officers of certain rank, when 
prisoners of war, are not to be asked to 
do certain kinds of menial work; but be- 
cause this man refused to obey some orders 
he was il-treated. J do not know whether 
his-statement is true; but, according to 
him, he was blindfolded and taken by a 
firing party near to a grave which had 
been dug. He was told that he was to 
be shot, and placed with his back against 
the tree. He still refused to do what was 
required of him, and the rifles were 
clicked. Then the band age was taken 
from his eyes, and the officer in charge 
of the squad saying, ‘‘ You are a brave 
man,’’ shook hands with him. 

Sir Granvirtze Ryrrm,—Is 
dream ¢ 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—That is the state- 
ment signed by this person and sent to 
me. 


his a 


Sir GRANVILLE Ryrie.— Wheres was 
this ? 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—It is alleged to 


have taken place at Holdsworthy Camp. 

Sir Granvitte Ryriz.—lf you believe 
a fairy tale like that you will believe any- 
thing; but I do not believe that you be- 
heve it. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—The Minister die 
not believe that I keljeve the statement ; 
but such al’egations have been allowed 
to go unchallenged, thus showing that 
they have a substratum of fact. It is 
up to the .Government to say whether 
these statements are true. | 
Mr. Jowrnrr.—The Assistant Minister 
for Defence says that they are not. 


(REPRESENTATIVES, . 


that they are so much perturbed about 


_Luther’s countrymen from reading 
the Government Pegi in such hie 


doing mae of wiiol) the inutu 
a peek alins: would be ashamed. 







Camps. ie a ms 
Mr. CONSIDINE. Meee notte ane 


seen the document to which I releth Pap 
The — Government were: sae bares 


iit 


press Stead’s War fone They ‘acted: in ae 
the same way in regard te other publica- Wa 
tions. Only in to-night’s Herald T read Tien 















the Ae wonedahis of German thay bane 
ave 


Ape 
Mr. CONSIDINE. ai 6 shoe ue he , 
ing that is behind this business, at 
Mr. Jowett. Has the honorable ar aaley Ly 
ber read what is published in bes 
Herald about the Bolsheviks? 





Mr. CONSIDINE.—The - 
member will get more — 
Bolsheviks than he wishes 


By proclamation in the Cote 
Gazette, the Minister for. eon bot 
Customs (Mr. i 
the admission to the! Commaiyaaiel ; 
bibles, prayer-books, and hymn- ‘ea a 
printed in the German language and in- | 
tended for use in the Lutheran Church 
paint his consent to their importation 
has been ‘previously obtained. Yet no 
honorable member will affirm that the 
safety of Australia would he in any way 
endangered by the importation of the 
‘“ good old book’’ printed in- German. 
The action of the Minister, however, — 

















hres, or to Nl prayers in destained 
foundations of the Empire will be sap 
All this only goes to show the spirit of 
BOSE which ani bi Covers 


in that connexion, are to- age prevent 


sentiments in Luther’s language. — 
idea is absurd and preposterous. 
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rH: rants ae Sires: and to the need which 

- exists for investigating the circumstances 
connected with the internment of certaiu 
persons: While I was in Sydney some 
time ago the wife of the gentleman whose 
ease has been mentioned by the honorable 
De eshber for Werriwa (Mr. Lazzarini) 
i alles upon me concerning the internment 








vy sa 
ng! whole of their family were intensely loyal, 
i Pe and: at no period had there been the 
slightest suspicion cast upon their loyalty, 
Yet her husband had been interned ap- 
parently for the heinous offence of advo- 
cating a different financial policy from 
_ that propounded by the then Treas iter of 
‘the Commonwealth. — 


Sir Granvitie Ryrre—Was that during 


_ the regime of the present Government or | 


— of a Labour Government ? 
/ Mr. CONSIDINE.—It was during the 
- period that Mr. Watt filled the office of 
We du sinepiad 
>< Sir Granvitte Ryrre.—I suppose the 
! NM icdorable member realizes that twice as 
many Australian-born Germans \were in- 
_ terned by the Labour Government as 
cue were interned by the present Government ! 
Neti WEE, Tupor. —That statement is not cor- 
rect. 
Un Sir Granvitte Ryrie. —Forty out of 
_ fifty internees were interned by the La- 
bour Government. 
“Mr. Tuvor.—During the whole of the 
time that I occupied the position of a 
Minister in the Labour Government, only 
‘i Cae, or five persons were interned, and if 
i _ Senator Pearce has made any statement 
to the effect indicated by the Assistant 
_ Minister for Defence (Sir Granville 
“fe Pha he has stated what is. absolutely 
false. 
Pali iam CONSIDINE.—It is immaterial to 
me whether these persons were interned 
- _ by a Labour Government or by a Govern- 
+ au ipent composed*of ex-Labour men and 
: By: ‘ex-Liberals, or even of members of the 
: engin party. The question which has 
_ to be decided is, ‘‘ Are the Government 











"sth ‘prepared to have this matter inquired . 
Into, with a view to righting any wrong. 


which may have been done?’’ The As- 
‘sistant Minister for Defence (Sir Granville 

. Ryrie) cannot shirk the responsibility of 

_ the Government by saying, ‘‘ Please, sir, 
we did not do these things ; they were 
done by somebody else.’? Ministers are 
‘now in a posi ion to right the wrong 
which has been done to certain indi- 
viduals. Not only were Germans, who 
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of her husband. She assured me that the - 
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were the enemies of ihe Empire, treated 


in the way that has been described, but 
the Government acted in just as arbitrary: 
a. fashion towards their allied Italian sub- 
jects. At the dictation of the Italian 
Consul, they seized men whilst they were 
at. their work in the mines at Broken 
Hill, and sent them by rail to the nearest 
port, without even firs allowing them to 
see their wives and families. 
| Sir Granvitte Ryrre.—That was done 
with the approval of the Italian Consul. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—Not with the ap- 
proval of the Italian Consul, but at his 
dictation. I ask leave to continue my 
speech on a future occasion. 

Leave granted ; debate adjourned.. 


Sitting suspended from 6.30 to 8 p.m. 
NAVIGATION: BILL. 


In Committee (Resumed from 7th 
July, vide page 2598): 
Clause 13— 


Section thirty-nine of the principal Act is 
amended— 


( b) by omitting ‘sub-section a, and. in- 
serting in its stead the following 
sub-sections:— 


“5. No seaman shall be rated as ‘ shipwright’ 
or ‘ship’s carpenter’ who has not served an 
apprenticeship as shipwright, or three years 
at sea as ship’s carpenter, as the case may 
be. 


“7. Notwithstanding anything contained in 
this section, persons rated as greasers, firemen, 
shipwrights, or ship’s carpenters, before the 
commencement of. this Division, shall continue 
to be entitled to be so rated.” 


Section proposed to be amended— 


3. A superintendent before whom a sea- 
man 1s engaged shall refuse to enter a sea- 
man as A.B., O.S., greaser, or fireman, in 
the agreement, unless the seaman gives to 
him satisfactory proof of his title to be so 
rated, 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [8.2].—I move— 

That in proposed sub-section 7 the words 
* shipwrights or ship’s carpenter” be left out. 
Last night I asked what action the. Min- 
ister for Trade and Customs (Mr. Greene) 
intended to take in regard to this pro- 
posed sub-section which provides that per- 
sons rated as greasers, firemen, ship- 
wrights, or ship's carpenters before the 
commencement of the Act shall continue 
to be entitled to be so rated. Provision 
is made in proposed sub-section 5 that no 
seamen shall be rated as a shipwright or 
ship’s carpenter wae itn not served an 


2638 Navigation 





apprenticeship as shipwright, or three 
years at sea as ship’s carpenter, as the 
case may be. It is very important from 
the point of view of the safety of a ship 
that shipwrights and sh _p’s. carpenters 


“shall be men of experience, but 
under proposed sub-section 7 a man 
will be entitled to be rated as a 
shipwright or ship’s carpenter if he 


has served only five minutes in such 
a capacity before this Division of 
the Act, comes into operation. No sea- 
man is to be rated as a_ greaser, 
who has not served six months as 
fireman -at sea; no seaman can be 
rated as fireman who has not served 
six months as 
at sea, and after the expiration of twelve 
months from the commencement of this 
- Division of the Act no seamen is to be 
permitted to engage in any capacity 
unless he can satisfy a superintendent 
that he can pull an oar and. handle 
a boat. But by proposed sub-section 7 any 
person rated as a greaser, fireman, ship- 
wright, or ship’s carpenter, before the 
coming into operation of this Division 
of the Act is to be entitled to be so rated. 
I realize the necessity for the provision 
in its relation to greasers and firemen— 
they must make a start sometime—but the 
position of a shipwright or ship’s car- 
penter is too important to entitle those 
who may have been engaged in the ocecu- 
pation for a limited period only to be 
rated as shipwright or ship’s carpenters 
when the Act begins to operate. 

Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister 
for Trade and Customs) [8.5].—I have 
gone very carefully into the question 
raised by the Leader of the Opposition 
(Mr. Tudor) last night, and find that 
the objection raised by shipwrights to 
the inclusion of ships’ carpenters arose 
originally out of the dispute between two 
unions, both’ of which have members 
going to sea, and. that the amendment 
suggested by the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion would prevent a large number of 
seafaring men who have followed their 
occupation all their lives, and are now 
serving on the coast of Australia, from 
continuing to follow the same, calling. 
The amendment to section 39 of the 
principal Act, as set out in this clause, 
is really consequential on an amendment 
to schedule 2 of the Act, which was 
authorized by the Leader of the Onposi- 
tion when he was in charge of the Navi- 





REPRESENTATIVES 2) 


a trimmer or fireman. 






There was quite a ere ne on the oo ak 
tion of whether ships’ carpenters should ye 
be included or not. Eventually they 
were: included, | If the amendment gee 
section 39 of the principal Act is. not | 
made as set out in this. pes ; these 


An 


























ing clay occupation. 
gone into the matter pei i 
tain Davis, who has had a lif 
experience, tells me that the ‘am 
ment -of the Leader of the Opp 
tion, if agreed to, would prevent shi 
carpenters who have been engaged 
their occupation for the whole of - 
working lives from following, their 
ing in future. | | 


Mr. MATHEWS (Methonrie Po 
[8.9].—If there should be any dela 
the Pacey of ‘thie measure Ww i 


gee to be rated as a ship’s carpent 
although he may not fulfil the requ 
ments of the proposed sub- section 
which demands ‘that before he minh 


ship’s carpenter. 
Bill provides a | aut 
and at once proceeds to take it a 
In the following clause we give pow 
a. superintendent, before whom a 
man. is engaged, to refuse to. enter him 
as AL Bi, ‘8. , greaser, fireman, shi 
wricht, or ship’s carpenter unless ‘he « 
givé satisfactory proof of his title t 
so rated. The giving of such full po 
to a superintendent is a furthe 
trenchment on the rights of seamen 
superintendent might ‘have 
views; he might allow a person who 
only had five minutes’ experience 
the coming into operation of thi 
to be rated as a shipwright or ship 
penter. 
Mr. Greenz.—And we are ‘endea pe - 
ing to Rees them. } k 


Teintites’ experience in the alia be 
the vroclamation of the Act to bes 
as a ship’s carpenter. | ae a 
Noes: GREENE. —No person could 


x! 


1 
wien 
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ae Beth MATHEWS. —We are ‘dealing | AYES. 
} with the period between the passing of Atkinson, L. Hill, W. C. 
the Bill and the coming into operation Bayley, J. G. crap rag tear s. 
ree this Division of the Act. A superin- ise a Me ay olen gaan ne 
 tendent is to be placed in the position Charlton, M. — Livingston, J. ! 


i Hh of saying whether a man is qualified or 
i “not. The Minister should not accept the 
ise dixit of Captain Davis. 


Mr. Greenz.—The Minister is ob- 
Miized to accept the best advice he can get 
‘as to what will be the effect of any por- 
- tion of the Bill. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—We have the 
benefit of the advice of men wh'o are 
deeply concerned in the matter. They 
_ say that the proposed sub-section 7 will 
render it possible for ship-owners, while 
- eonforming to the Act, to get out of the 
- pavment of certain wages by the employ- 
ment of men who may be a danger to the 
lives of others. The seamen contend 
that ship-owners ought to be compelled 
to employ only qualified men. 


Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [8.14].—I 
view the provision in a different light. 
"The purpose of proposed sub-section 7 
is to protect men already engaged in the 
; _ particule: eallings mentioned. It is 
_ necessary that this should be done, other- 
wise hundreds would be thrown out. of 
"employment. The sub-section merely fol- 
lows the practice adopted in connexion 
with all Federal and State legislation of 

a ~ - this nature. 


‘Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
i ‘ie .16].—The seamen hold a totally dif- 
_. ferent view. They consider that they 
| will be placed at a distinct disadvantage. 
It really resolves itself into a question 


fh af 












Yan Aye 
ait: be considered or not, and they are em- 


a _ phatic on the matter. 
si PALES 








hae are not. 
Ne My. -MATHEWS.—The men’s repre- 


Paentatives are anxious that the carpen- 
s ae and shipwrights shall be placed in 
i bee same position. 


: - Question—That the words proposed to 
he left out stand as printed—put. The 
| Committee divided. | 


— Ayes here oi SDA OR 
AR RVOOE THON ECs cae ec oO 
- Majority a Sot Nel Nd 





‘of whether men working on a ship shall) 


Mr. Greznz—tI am sure ie carpen-- 


Mackay, G. H. 
Page, Dr. Earle 
Prowse, J. H. 

Rodgers, A. S. 


Cook, Sir Joseph 
Cook, Robert 
Corser, Ap) sea G4 
Foster, Richard 


Fowler, J. M. Smith, Laird 
Francis, FF. H. Wienholt, A. 
Gibson, W. G. Wise, G. H. 
Greene, W. M. 
Gregory, H. Tellers: 
Groom, L. E. Burchell, R. J. 
Higgs, W. G. Story, W. H. 
Nogs, 
Considine, M, P. Ryan. LJ. 
Cunningham, L. L, Tudor, F. G. 
Gabb, J. M. Tellers: 
Lazzarini, H. P. Riennan, ¥. 
Mathews, J. Mahony, W. G. 
PAIRS. 
Watt, W.A. Anstey, F. 
Maxwell, oie: Catts, J. H. 
Fleming, W. M. Kenton, J. E. 
Hughes, W. M. Mahon, H. 


Bamford, F. W. 
Chapman, Austin. 
Ryrie, Sir Granville 
Lamond, Hector 
Best, Sir Robert 


Blakeley, A. 
Nicholls, S. R. 
Watkins, D. 
Moloney, Parker. 
Makin, N. J. O. 


Poynton, A. Page, James. 
Bowden, E. K. MeDonald, C. 
Marks, W. M. West, J. EB. 
Blundell, R.. P. Lavelle, T.. J. 
Marr, C. W. C. Riley, H. 
Bruce, S. M. Maloney, Dr. 


Question so resolved in the affirmative. 
Amendment negatived. 

‘Clause agreed to. 

Clause 14— 


After section thirty-nine of the principal Act 
the following section is inserted :— 

. 40. A’ superintendent before whom a sea- 
man is engaged shall refuse to enter him as 
A.B., O.S., greaser, fireman, shipwright, or 
ship’s carpenter in the agreement, unless the 
seaman gives satisfactory proof of his title 
to be so rated.”’ 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [8.21].—I move—- 

That the following words be added _ to 
the clause :—‘‘ A shipwright or ship’s 
carpenter shall have a certificate of compe- 
bency.”’ 


As these men are Hupoted to be compe- 


tent, the Minister (Mr. Greene). cannot 
ob ‘ect to an amendment providing 
that they shall .have a _ certificate 
of competency which could be 


issued by the Director of Superinten- 
dent of Navigation. When the men are 


"engaged they should prove their compe- > Wa 


tency, so that men who do not know their 
trade may not be engaged. When they are 
discharged they should be given a certifi- 
cate in accordance with another provision 
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of 


in the measure.  shiownation ae 1 chine’ 
carpenters should be suppiied with a cer- 
tificate of. competency to show that they 
are capable of performing the work, avd 
surely the Government will not object to 
that. Shipwrights and ships’ carpenters 
are experts, because there are no others on 


board capable of performing the work 


they are called upon to do. It must be 
remembered also that seamen are suppled 
with a certificate of competency. 

Mr, MAHONY (Dalley) [8.26]—I 
trust the Minister for Trade and Customs 
(Mr. Greene) will agree to the in- 
.sertion . of. — this necessary and 
important amendment, as shipwrights 
and ships’ carpenters are very  im- 
portant members of a vessel’s crew, par- 
ticularly in the event of an accident. 
Should a vessel be damaged in a collision 
--ab sea, it Is very necessary that a compe- 


tent shipwright or ship’s carpenter should 


be available, otherwise the lives of all 
those on board would be endangered. 

Mr, GREENE.—By whom would the cer- 
tificates be issued ? 

Mr. MAHONY.—By. the Datenanent. 
Highly-skilled shipwrights employed 
ashore have to possess a certificate of com- 
peteacy, which can only be obtained after 
serving a period of apprenticeship. The 
Minister for Trade and Oustoms will 
surely see that we are not asking too 
much, and I trust that he will agree to 
the amendment, ‘as such a protection may 
be the means of not only safeguarding 
-ship-owners’ property, but of saving valu- 
able lives. 

Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister 
for Trade and Customs) [8.30].—Sub- 
clause 5 of clause 13, to which the Com- 


mittee has agreed, provides that no sea- 


man shall be rated as a shipwright who. 
has not served an apprenticeship as 
shipwright or as a ship’s carpenter unless 


he has served for three years at sea as 


a ship’s carpenter. The Committee has 


also decided that those who to-day are 


serving as shipwrights or ships’ carpen- 
ters shall ‘be entitled to continue to be 
rated as such. The law under which 


men are now entitled to those ratings, 


though it may not be as stringent as the 
provisions of the Bill, requires the pos- 
session of certain qualifications, and I 
do not think we should put it in the 
power of any one to take from such men 
the right to continue at their present 
avocations, which is what the Leader of 
the Opposition (Mr. Tudor) proposes to 
Oeis ste 





hold, ae a cannot see that 


_ Hill, W.-C. 


Fenton, J. E. 
\MeDonald, C. 
Mahon, H. 


Moloney, Dr. 
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. Mr Caan Nona 
these men. are not competent? ote 
Mr. GREENE. —No; it is the 
of the Opposition who d 
Mr. Manony.—lIf they ompeter 
why are you afraid of giving them ce 
tificates? — | 
Mr. GREENE. The. 








as au soeiias or ships’ car ers 
be entitled to the ratings which the 


be added be so added ae : 


amendment) — put. | ‘The 
divided. 
Ayes hu. 
CUNO GS et 
Majority | io 
AYES, 
. Blakeley, A. 
Brennan, F. ; fice fe 
Considine, M. P. 
‘Cunningham, LL. L. | Tudor, F. icy 
Gabb, J. M. West, J. E. 
Lamond, Hector i Tellers: ae 
Lazzarini, H. P. | Mahony, W. ¢ 
“Moloney, Parker y Mae tats J. 

Mie Re _'Nogs, ete 
Atkinson, L. | Tacha Ds 
Bayley, J. G. | Jowett, BY, é 
Bell, G.. J. ‘Lister, J. a; 


Cameron, D. C. — 
Chapman, Austin . 
Cook, Sir Joseph 
Cook, Robert 
Corser, BH. By Cy 
Foster, Richard — 
Fowler, J. M. 
Francis, F. H. 
Gibson, W. G. 
Greene, W. M. 
Gregory, H. 
Groom, L. E. 
Higgs, W. G. 


Livingston, J 
| Mackay, G. | 
Marks, 


Anstey, F. 
Makin, N. J. O. 
Catts,.’J.° H. 
Page, James 


Lavelle, T. ni 


Watkins, SAG 
_ Question s 80 > resolved i 
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Sect on forty of the principal; Act is renum- 
ered as section_forty-one of that Act and is 
amended by omitting from paragraph (a) of | 
eee sub-section (1) the words, ‘ or certificate show- ~ 
ing his right to be rated in the capacity in 
Bint which he desires to be shipped;’’ and inserting 


ee "Section Dirpditd to be amended— 


ys No seaman shail. be permitted to engage in 
vi any capacity unless he delivers to*the superin- 
| eh hbanhaddt Bal a, Hata 


ee age Becki ge or certificate showing his 
ete: can Re? right to be rated in the capacity in 
: nl ee which he desires to be shipped 






















one and their supporters have voted to 

_ allow any one to continue as a shipwright, 

__ or as a ship’s carpenter, so long as, prior 
_ te the proclamation of the Act, he has 

i served on board a vessel, if only for five 

minutes. 

Adige Mr, GREENE.—Men cannot serve in 


those. ratings who have, been only five 
mo on a vessel. 


eee. LUDOR.—Sub- section 7 of section 
“ _ 39,-as we have amended it by clause 13, 
“says that—— 

Notwithstanding anything contained in this 


section, persons rated as greasers, firemen, 
a ‘shipwrights, or ships’ carpenters, before ‘the 





» to be entitled to be SO vated. 


x tpi an “many cases that may be quite proper, 
wh but: we ask that certificates of competency 
_ shall be granted to those who are capable 
eee, doing the work. We have decided that 
Captains, officers, and engineers must pass 
sf ee examinations to prove their competency, 
but, by the vote just given, the Commit- 
tee has determined, that anybody may be 
considered good enough, to fill the position 
Bias shipwright or ship’s carpenter. My 

Concern is to secure efficiency on the part 
1 fo of all who serve in those ratings. But 
Ae nem bers opposite have determined that 
any man who is now on a ship in such a 
eh ae ing may continue in that rating. I 
sae am — sure, however, that members ous 
Piast it like” to risk their lives on ships on 
‘ which unskilled men were employed. The. 
__ provision under which a discharge or cer- 
| tificate showing the right to be rated in 
“are th capacity in’ which the man desires to 
yi" Aiba shipped is to be struck out. Of course, 
_ there 3 are penalties: for the use of a dis- 
charge by” a person to whom it does not 
| ne "y bat we. know maa Mids dis- 


mn 













Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [8.41|.—Minis- ° 


commencement of this Division, shall continue . 


he seeks engagement. 
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atees are used by men to whom they 
do not belong. We weaken the law by 
enacting that all that a seaman need pro- 
duce is a discharge from. his last ship. 
In another clause we provide that. men 
must do certain work elsewhere before. 
they can be rated as firemen or greasers. 


Mr. Grecory.—You know this is the 
usual practice. We must protect the men 
already engaged. 


Mr. TUDOR.—That is done, but not 
by this clause. All the ‘Minister is doing 
by this clause is to provide that if a man 1s 
discharged it need not be shown on that 
discharge that he is competent. If the 
clause is carried, there will not be one 
word in section 40 of the Act as to the 
competency or ability of the man to per- 
form the duty. The section as it now 
stands is very much better. It is abso- 
lutely hopeless to propose an amendment 
to provide that the man shall be com- 
petent, Even if I moved to re-insert the 
words standing in the old Act as passed 
by this Parliament, I would be defeated. 
The Minister has only to say that he in- 
tends to pass the clause as it stands, and 
the majority will support him, whether 
it means allowing incompetent men to do 
the work or not. In order to test the 
feeling of the Committee, I move— : 

That the words ‘‘or certificate showing his 
right to be rated in the capacity in which he 
desires to be shipped,’ be left out. 


Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister 
for Trade and Customs) [8.47.|—I am 
sorry the Leader of the Opposition spoke so 
warmly on the subject, and am certain 
that when he hears the explanation | have 
to offer he will recognise that the altera- 
tion proposed by the Bill will not have the 
effect he anticipates. Instead of lead- 
ing to incompetent men being engaged, 
the object is to insure the competency of 
the men. What the principal Act pro- 
vided was that the man had to present a 
discharge or certificate. This meant that 
if he had the certificate he need not have 
a discharge. It is most desirable that in 
all cases where a seaman applies for en- 
gagement he should. present. his dis- 
charge from his last ship. The intention 
of the clause is to make it perfectly clear 
that in every case he must present his 
discharge from his last ship at the time 
The other amend- 
ments of the Act which have already been 
agreed to by this Committee , 
everything that is required in me ciuk ‘to. 


secure id 
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the competency of those who are aneped. 
All that is being done by this clause is to 
make perfectly clear what was really in- 
tended when the Act was passed. 


Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
[8.50].—_A man may present a discharge 
as a carpenter, shipwright, or -even 
an <A.B., when as a fact he has 
not actually served in the capacity 
‘mentioned. If an owner thinks fit, 
he may give a steward a discharge 
showing that he had been an able seaman. 
Under this clause, that steward would not 
need to present a certificate to show what 
he really was. 


Mr. GREENE.—In any case. the seaman 
who was rated in‘that way would. not 
have a certificate. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—The seamen have 
exactly the same objection, so far as the 
“discharge is concerned. Unless a man has 

to show some proof of competency, owners 
can take on any man they like. The 
Minister knows that there is trafficking 
in discharges and certificates, and that 
there is nothing to stop it. 

_ Mr. Greene.—The superintendént has 
to satisfy himself that the man is entitled 
to be rated in the rating which he is 
- claiming. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—It is evident that 
the Minister has determined that all 
these clauses, which run together, shall be 
passed as they stand. 
of much use to object to them. 


Amendment negatived. 
Clause agreed to. 
Clauses 16 and 17 agreed to. 


Clause 18 (Wages payable for handling 
cargo or ballast), 

Mr, TUDOR (Yarra) [8.54].—I am 
heartily in accord with this clause, be- 
cause it gives to seamen engaged on a 
ship the right to the same rate of wages 
as is paid to shore labour for this class 
of work. In times past, when trouble has 
occurred ashore, ship-owners have com- 
pelled the seamen to work ashore at a 
lower rate of wage than the shore workers 
were obtaning under an Arbitration 
Court award. This clause will, I believe, 
save trouble. In times of trouble, owners 
sometimes get so-called loyalists and 
others who are not fully qualified to do 


the work, but, if they have to pay those 


men the same rate as skilled workmen, 
they will not. have very much to do with 
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ihe a loyslisne? reat am (abe sure ha 
seh of £100 is ety enough. ‘i y 


if there is an Act mloeueediae tone 2 
seamen will take good care to get tl 
money. Proposed new ~ sub- | 
provides that, if a sufficiency 
labour cannot be obtained at 
of wages, it shall, for the purpose 
this provision, be deemed to be not a y 
tee a in no, case the | crew ma 


doing the work. f i 
Mr. Gabs.—It does ‘not. say SO. 


@Mr. TUDOR.—That is ‘provided : 
sub-section 1a. As the clause safegua 
the right of the workers to receive 
wage, I heartily agree wip the’ a 
in introducing it. y 


Clause agreed to. : : a 


Clause 29 


Section 85 of the principal AdHe is 
by omitting sub-section 1 apes and ins 


« (1) Where the service of a sean 
longing to a ship registered in Australia 
minates before the perio contemplatec eal 
his agreement, by reason of the wreck o 
of the ship, he shall be entitled— §),) 


(a) to conveyance, by or at. the cost. ¢ 
the owner, to the port of engag 
ment, or, at the master’s | option, 
the port of discharge mentioned 
the agreement, or to such other 
as is “mutually agred upon, with 
approval of the proper autho 
between the master and the ee 


(b) to wages, at the rate provide 
his agreement,« unti] his_ ar 
the proper port, as provid 
‘this sub-section: | 

Provided that the total period for | Ww 
seaman shall be entitled to receive - 
pursuance of paragraph (b) of this si 
shal] not in any case exceed one 
the time of thé termination of his- 


Section proposed to be amended: 
. (1) Where the service of any sé 
_minates before the period contem, 
his agreement, by reason of th 
loss of the ship, he shall be 
wages up to the time of ee | 
of service only. RO? 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [8.56]. ips 
articles are signed for an 
months, and 
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a ‘elatbee Epttails the amount which a man 
nh can recéive after the ship has been 
“wrecked. Even if the wreck occurs on 
- the other side of the world, the wages of 
_ the seaman: will cease within a month. 
Complaints have been made that, even in 
the case of some of the Commonwealth 
te line of ships, men were landed owing to 
_ illness at other ports, and their wages 
ceased after a certain time. The ship- 
_ owner should be compelled to bring the 
_ man back to h's port if he so desires. If 

* the wreck takes place on the American 
coast, the man may prefer to go to some 
port ‘in-England, .as that may be the 

a nearest way home for him, but we should 
od not cut his pay short at one month after 
the wreck. I shou.d like to hear from 
ett) Weng Minister why the time has been cur- 
v Ve easlede It should be remembered that a 
seaman may lose everything he possesses 


.) 











the period three months, or, if the man 
is brought back to his home port before 
three months have elapsed, we might pro- 
vide that the pay should cease: on his 
i a 


Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister 
By “for Trade and Customs) [8.59].—This is 
Ce new provision and a new departure. 
It very often happened that the wreck 
took place near the port where the service 
"terminated. Thus a man engaged for a 
is voyage to England, and his service ter- 
" minated on his arrival in England, but 
a6 was wrecked somewhere in the 

“g i Channe’. The ship-owner was in that 
ease compelled to pay his wages only for 
day or two. In this clause, we are 
oing two things: we are throwing on 
the sh'p-owner the liability to take the 
| man either ‘to the port to which he was 
» shipped under his original agreement, or 
to bring him back home, or to some other 
port: mutually agreed upon. We are 
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owner. “We are also throwing on him the 
obligation to pay the seamen’s wages for 
one month. As far as we have been able 
to ascertain, there is no similar provision 


in any other navigation law. 


7 Mr. Tupor.—Is not the provision taken 
| ae the Merchant Seamen’s Act 1894? 
hh athe: marginal note suggests that it is. 


Ah ‘Mr. GREENE.—That part of the clause 
which provides for the payment of a 
-month’s wages is not. My information is 
Oh ara an examination of the navigation 

Jaws, of the world shows that, as far as 
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if the ship is wrecked. We should make 


ee Betas that obligation on the ship- 
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can be ascertained, the general practice, 
with one exception, is for a seaman’s 
wages to terminate at the time of the 
wreck, The exception is in the case of 
the German Seamen’s Law of 1902, which 
provides that where a ship is wrecked or 
lost the seamen shall be entitled to re- 
conveyance to the port of departure or 
to receive proportionate compensation, 
and, in addition, to a continuance of 
their wages at one-half the original rate 
for the time occupied in their re-convey- 
ance. Generally speaking, the pro- 


.vision for the payment of a full month’s 


wages will, I think, cover almost every 
case. At the same time, it will prevent 
men straying away from means of re- 
conveyance home, and will not throw on 
the ship-owners a greater obligation than 
is necessary in the circumstances. It is 
a liberal provision. As it is a new de- 
parture, I suggest that the Committee 
agree to it, so that we may see how it 
works. 


Mr, GABB (Angas) [9.5]|.—I also feel 
that the period should be extended from 
one to three months. Where a_ ship- 
wrecked sailor could be returned to the 
port of engagement within a month, the 
clause, as it stands, would work very 
well; but I would remind the Committee 
that some time ago one of the Common- 
wealth line of steamers, while on a voy- 
age from South or North America, was 
wrecked on an island in the South Paci- 
fic, where the’men remained for some con- 
siderable time., Under the clause as it 
stands, in such a case, the seamen would 
not only have to endure the privations 
attaching to life in an outlandish place, 
but would receivé only one month’s wages 
from the date of shipwreck, even if six 
months elapsed before they were returned 
to their home port, or to the port of de- 
parture. The shipping companies would 
not be penalized by the extension of this 
provision from one to three months. Ifa 
shipwrecked crew were conveyed home 
within a month, there would be an end 
to the matter; on the other hand, if 
three months elapsed before they were 
returned, then, since they were engaged 
on the work of the company at the time 
of the disaster and were disadvantaged 
by the wreck, they should receive their 
wages in respect of that period. I move— 

That the word ‘ one,’’ line 25, be left out, 


with: a view to insert, in lieu thereof, the 
word ‘‘ three.’’ 


Y 
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Mr. MAHONY (Dalley) [9.8.]—The 
Minister in charge of the Bill (Mr. 
Greene) might very well agree to this 
amendment which, in effect, will not do 
more than what he is endeavouring to 
accomplish by his original proposal. His 
desire is that. seamen who are wrecked 


‘shall be paid their wages until they are 


< 


‘away anything. It provides for the pay- 


orable member 


returned to the port of engagement, the 


port of discharge, or such other port as 
may be mutually agreed upon. ~The 
clause provides that the owners of the 
shipwrecked vessel shall convey the sea- 
men to one of these ports, and pay them 
their wages for a period of one month 


while they are proceeding to their home 


port. In laying down that principle, we 
should endeavour to make it effective. 
Why not put the matter beyond doubt 
in the way proposed by the honorable 
member for Angas (Mr. Gabb)? A sailor 
might be shipwrecked at a point from 
which he could not be returned to the 
port of engagement or discharge within 
less than three months. Is a sailor ia 
such circumstances to be left without suas- 
tenance for two out of the three months! 


Mr. Marxs.—Would not sub-section 2 
of the section to be amended, which deals 
with men who are engaged for the round 
run, cover that point? 


Mr. MAHONY.—I think not. The 
proviso to this clause governs the whole 
matter. Under it, even if it took the 
owners of a shipwrecked vessel six months 
or eight months to return the crew to one 
of the ports mentioned, they would not 
have to pay the men more than one 
month’s wages. I am confident that the 
Committee desires to do the fair thing by 
these men, and the mercantile marine ask 
for nothing more. By agreeing to this 
amendment, the Minister will not give 


ment of wages for a period not exceeding 
three months, so that if that period were 
exceeded in returning a shipwrecked crew 
to their home port they would not receive 
more than three months’ pay.. The hon- 
for Wentworth (Mr. 
Marks) has an intimate knowledge of sea- 
faring matters, and is able to speak of 
the privations and hardships to which 
British seamen are subjected. | When 
disaster overtakes a ship, the lives of 
the passengers depend upon the skill, 
bravery, and coolness of the seamen, and 
‘surely it is not asking too much to demaad 
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that this med of Justice ‘shall b 
them. ‘¢ ii 


‘Mr. "MATHEWS *CMlempame 
[9.12] —It is evident that this. clau 


ister recognises that it is ‘unfair that gh iD. 


from the time of the wreck 
return home. 1 | 


we are pas to ee the’ posit 
The amendment would bias ‘ 
injustice to the other side, LS eae 


‘Mr. MATHEWS.—The crew ae 
John Murray, when she was wrecked 
stranded for many a month. Why 
shipwrecked sailors and their fan es b 
expected to live without pay? The e. 
parts of the, coast of Western’ a 


return a shipwrecked” “crew. to 
home port within two months. 
industry should be called ‘upon to 
feo the | char ee necessary to L 


Mr. CONSIDINE (Barrier). 14]. 
yeti the amendment. (The Ministe: 


ath by the honorable member fom 
(Mr.* Gabb) might do an _ inju 
to the ship-owners. Surely the ho 
gentleman must recognise that ani 


to their home ak within that 


the ship-owners. If it takes six “we 
return the seaman to his home po 
although the Minister claims. to b 
ing justice for the seaman, the 1 
be penalized, and the shipping. 
will be saved expense to the e2 
fortnight’s s wages for the man. > 
amendment is not agreed to th 
persons penalized will Pe the me 
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wrecked vessel. I hope that the good 
sense of honorable members generally will 


) Waa the carrying of the amendment. 


‘Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [9.16 | — 
le feel inclined to oppose the proviso alto- 
I think it is quite unnecessary. 
Even if the Committee agreed to the 


amendment, injustice might be done to 
_ seamen under this proviso. 


A seaman 
engaged for a certain voyage might be 
shipwrecked at some remote place, and 
forced to take refuge upon an island.: He 
might have to remain for a considerable 
time before a passing vessel could be used 
to carry him to his port of discharge, or 
the port at which he was engaged. 
circumstances, why should the 
‘held to be liable to pay wages to the sea- 
men be confined to a month, or, for that 
matter, to three months, or any other 
period? In my opinion, the ship-owner 
should be called upon to provide against 
this risk just as he is called upon to pro- 
vide against expenditure under the Em- 
ployers’ Liability Act. I think there 
should be no limitation as to the period, 


-in these circumstances, for which the 
-ship-owner should be liable to pay the 


It should be held that a 


seamen’s wages. 


--geaman engages until such time as he 


reaches his port of discharge, or is re- 
turned to his home port; and in the case 


of shipwreck, his wages should™ be con- 


& 


tinued until he ‘has reached one or other 
re of those ports. 


Mr. Constornt.—The honorable mem- 
ber should see that without. some such 
provision ‘a seaman marooned on an 


as island in the way he has suggested would 


rae get nothing during the period between 


the wreck of the vessel and his return to 


his home port, or to his port of discharge. 


‘Mr. CHARLTON. —My point is that 


, there | should be no limitation of the period 


a provided for, and it would be better, in 






my view, to omit the proviso altogether 
than to deliberately do an injustice to 


seamen in the circumstances. A seaman 
“may be five or six months away from his 
home because of some accident to his ship 


over which neither he nor his skipper 
may have had any control. 
man and his family to suffer in. conse-— 


Tg the sea- 


quence? The family of a seaman should 
not be made to suffer becquse their bread- 


* winner is out of employment Lane 
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shipwreck. The seaman should be guar «4 
anteed his full rate of wages until he is 
brought to the port at which he engaged 
to be discharged; or is returned to his 
home port. 


Mr. GREENE CR siaigA a olanranitee 
for Trade and Customs) [9.20].—In the 
principal Act, for which the Leader of | 
the Opposition (Mr. Tudor) was respon- 
sible——— 


Mr. Tupor.—And that was eight years 
ago. 

Mr. GREEN E.—Never mind that; the 
honorable gentleman was responsible for 
the passing of that Act, and this House 
agreed to it. There was no obligation 
placed upon the ship-owner by that Act 
to bring the shipwrecked mariner back 
to his home port. : 


Mr. Tupor.—I think there was. 
Mr. GREENE.—No; we are inserting 


such a provision for the first time in this 


Bill. 


Mr. Tupor.—Wag not a similar provi- 
sion to this passed by the Senate in 1914? 


Mr. GREENE.—I think not. I think 
that this is an entirely new provision. 
Part of it, I am sure, is new. I decided 
to introduce this particular provision first 
of all throwing upon the ship-owners the 
obligation to land the seaman at the port 
to which, under his agreement, he was 
going, or at such other port as might be 
mutually agreed upon between him and 
the master of the vessel, or to return him 
to his home port. In the next place, I 
decided that the ship-owners should be 
called upon, in such circumstances as are 
set out in the clause, to pay the seamen 
full wages for a period not exceeding one 
month. The reason why that pericd was 
decided upon is that it is conceivable that 
a shipwrecked seaman might be landed 
at a port within a week’s sail from Aus- 
tralia, and a vessel by which he could re- 
turn to Australia might call at that port 
next day. The representatives of the 
ship-owners might tell the seaman that he 
could go back to Australia by that boat, 


-and his passage would be paid. The man 
might say that that did not suit him, and _ 


if he knew that he would receive full 
wages for three months he might wait for 
three months before he found a vessel ne 
would suit him. 

Mr. Manony.—If the Minister will took: 
at aes a he will find that that 





re 
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could not be done. It is at the option of 
the master, and the seaman has no option 
at all. 


Mr. GREENE.—The conveyance of the 
seaman to the port of engagement or the 
port of discharge is what the master of 
the vessel has to decide, but the clause 
does not provide that the master shall 








decide by what ship the seaman shall go. 


to either port. In view of the length of 
tha average voyage of vessels between 
Australia and other parts of the world, 
it seemed to me that to throw upon the 
-ship-owners the obligation to pay the sea- 
men full wages for a month was, in the 
circumstances, a fair compromise: I do 
not say that in every case under this pro- 
vision the seaman would secure all that 
he was entitled to, but in some cases he 
might secure more, and I consider that a 
fair compromise is ie iuieicts by the pro- 
viso as it stands. 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [9.25]|.—I agree 
with the honorable member for Hunter 
(Mr. Charlton) that it would he better 
if no limitation were proposed of the 
period for which the ship-owner should 
be responsible for the seamen’s wages; 
but if a proposal to leave out the proviso 
were defeated it would probably be held 
by the Chairman that it would then 
be too late to carry such an amendment 
as that proposed by the honorable mem- 
ber for Angas (Mr. Gabb). I suggest to 
the honorable member for Hunter that he 
might move the omission of the first part 
of the proviso, and if that amendment 
were defeated it would still be possible to 
make the amendment proposed by the 
honorable member for Angas. I do not 
mind the Minister for Trade and Customs 
(Mr. Greene) saying that I was re- 
sponsible for piloting the original mea- 
sure through this House. That happened 
elght years ago, and if the Minister or 
any one else submits an amendment which 
I regard as an improvement upon any 
measure I was responsible for passing, I 
am prepared to welcome it. The Bill now 
before the Committea is an improvement 
upon the original Act in some respects, 
but it also contains some clauses which I 
do not regard as improvements. Where 
1 consider this Bill better than the origi- 
nal Act I am prepared to support it, but 


that does noi prevent me from trying to 


improve even this measure. 


Mr. Gass.—lI ask leave to temporarily 
_withdraw my amendment. | 
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In proposing an amendment to leave ae 
the proviso, I want to say, in reply to the 
statement made by the Minister, that in 
the present Navigation Act, there is no 
provision made for the payment of sea- _ 
men in these circumstances, but I find 
that in subsection 2 of section 85 of the | ; 
Act it is provided that—  § eh i } 

Where a seaman whose service terminates 
by reason of the wreck or loss of a ship has 
been engaged by ‘the run he shall be entitled 
to the wages to which he would have been en- 


titled on the termination of the run, lips ic ae 
just deductions. 


That shows that under the Act as it ae 
present stands a seaman is entitled under 
his agreement, notwiths anding what may 
happen to the ship, to full pay until he 
reaches the place at which he is to be dis- 
charged, 3 
Mr, Greene.—That applies | only, to 
men engaged for the run. There is no 
such provision applying to men employed 
under agreement. ‘The provision with re- 
spect to men engaged by the run “still 
stands. 
Mr. CHARLTON.—That is to say ‘has 
if a seaman engaged by the run is ship- — 
wrecked and held up for a considerable — 
time, it may be for a couple of months, 
he is entitled to full pay under the sec- 
tion I have quoted; but if a seaman is mi 
working under an agreement, and is ship+ 
wrecked, it is propesed, under the clause 
now under consideration, that he shall 
not be entitled to more than one monih’s 
wages, though he may have been six 
months earning them. The seaman who 
is under agreement and is shipwrecked 
may be detained in some foreign place for 
two or three months, but he will receive 
only one month’s pay. Even the amenc 
ment suggested by the honorable mem 
for Angas would allow him only a m 
mum of three months’ pay. That is’ 
injustice to. seamen, who are just as mu 
entitled to protection as is any man wo fa 
Ing ashore. In order to test the sich ith 
IT move— Tee 


That all the words in the proviso up to. 
inclusive of the word ‘‘exceed’’ be left ° 
Question—That the words proposed 
be omitted stand part of the clause-—p 
The Committee divided. © | 
Ayes 
Noes 


i 





ie a 








Majority ° 
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ies Question so resolved in the affirmative. 
Amendment negatived. 


“Mr. GABB (Angus) 


_ move— 

That the word ‘‘ one,’ ”? line 25, be left out, 
with a view to insert in lieu thereof the word 
Hee 6“ three. oe) 


The Minister (Mr. Greene) stated that 


9.891) 







refuse to travel by a particular boat 





offered for their conveyance. Whilst 
the Bill provides that shipwrecked 
‘seamen shall be _ entitled to con- 


_ yeyance, it does not provide that they 
shall be allowed to claim any particular 
kind of conveyance. The seamen cannot 
+“ sponge,’’ as the Minister suggests, and 
I resent his insinuation that they would 
attempt to do so. If the seamen 
refused the conveyance offered by the 
ship-owners, they would do so at the risk 
of their wages. The Minister has cast 

_ a slur upon the seamen by suggesting 
that, in order to draw pay for a couple 
LOL months, they would refuse the chance 
Bo OR a. prompt return to their homes and 
loved ones. 








it would be possible for seamen to. 


He apparentlty fears that 


in the way he suggests, the extent of the 
loss to the companies would be only a 
couple of months’ wages for a few men. 
Such a loss would not be comparable 
with the injustice that would be inflicted 
upon men who were left for some weeks 
in a foreign country without pay. There 
is some truth in the statement sometimes 
made by honorable members on this gide 
that the Government seem determined to 
uphold primarily the interests of pro- 


‘ perty. They are now protecting the jn- 


terests of the companies in opposition to 
the interests of the seamen. 


Mr. RILEY (South Sydney) [9.43].— 


‘The navigation laws are not a_ party 


question. When the original Bill was be- 
fore this House all parties agreed to try 
to make the measure perfect. This Bill 
provides that men who are under agree- 
ment, and are shipwrecked, shall be en- 
titled to one month’s pay, and we are 
now asking that they be entitled to not 
more than three months’ pay. Ship- 
wrecked seamen might be detained on 
some island for much longer than three 
months. They might have wives and 
families dependent upon them, and they 
should not be deprived of their pay for 
all that time. 

Sir Josrpn Coox.—Three TibHEnE is 
rather long. Why not split the differ- 
ence? 

Mr. RILEY.—If a man is shipwrecked 
on an island for three months, he should 
not be at a loss. 

Mr. Greenr.—We desire to do the fair 
thing, and, in all the circumstances, this 
provision appears to us to be fair. 

Mr. RILEY.—The feeling of the Com- 
mittee is that the clause, as drafted, may 
inflict a grave injustice upon the seamen. 
The Minister must see that it 1s the desire 
of the Committee—and it should be the 
desire of the Government also—to do the 
right thing by the seamen. I, there- 
fore, press for the acceptance of the 
amendment. | 

Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister 
for Trade and Customs) [9.46]—This 
provision greatly liberalizes the Act, and, 
indeed, to an extent which no other Navi- 
gation Act in the world has gone. Person- 
ally, I am inelined to think that if honor- 
able members carefully consider what is_ 
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proposed, they will agree to the measure 
as it stands. However, the Committee 
seems to have made up its mind that 
some extension at this point is necessary. 
I desire to look into the question in order 
to see how far it may be possible to safe- 
guard the position. If an extension io a 
period of three months is made, it will be 
necessary to see whether or not it opens the 
way to fraud. . 


Mr. Tupor.—That is rather a nasty 
imputation. 


Mr. GREENE.—I do not say that 
every man will behave fraudulently, but 
there are a few black sheep in most fami- 
lies. I suggest that consideration of this 
clause be postponed.. Meanwhile I will 
examine the position. 

Clause postponed. 

Clause 23 agreed to. 

Clause 24— 

Section 106 of the principal Act is amended 
by omitting the words “ superintendent shall ”, 


and inserting in their stead the words “ owner 
or agent of the shm may”. 


Section proposed to be amended— 


When. proceedings have been instituted 
against a seaman who has deserted from his 
ship and a warrant has been issued 
for his apprelension, 


the superintendent shall continue ‘the pro- 
ceedings. 

Mr. TUDOR (Sata [9.48 ].—Why are 
we replacing the superintendent by the 
owner or agent? The Department should 
stand, as was originally provided, between 
the seaman and the owner. Here we are 
taking away that protection, and placing 
the deserter at the mercy of the owner or 
his agent. I do not know why the 
procedure has been altered, particularly in 


view of the fact that the penalties are to. 


be made more drastic. I want to know 


why proceedings should be taken out of: 


the hands of the Department, and. placed 
in those of people who may quite likely 
be disposed to prosecute vindictively. 


Mr, GREENE (Richmond—Muinister 
for Trade and Customs) [9.50].—The 
clause as it stands is copied from the New 

,South Wales Act of 1898, but the provi- 

sion in that Statute has long since been 

repealed. Other Navigation Acts are so 
phrased as to throw responsibility upon 
the owner or his agent. What is more, in 
our measure, as it formerly stood, it was 
obligatory on the superintendent to take 


’ action. 


may be taken at the instigation, of the ; 





— Bull. 


It is not now considered desirable 
that the superintendent should be com- Hagin? 
pelled to follow up a seaman, no matter ~ 
to what part of the world. he might go. 
Therefore the owner or agent is to be. 
placed in a position to carry on proceed- 
ings if that party considers it worth hd cae 

Clause agreed to. ROY AN Sindy 

Clause 25— ) bE * Rane 


After section one hundred and six de bias, 
principal Act the following  section™ is. e.. iy 
serted :— at 

“1064.—(1) Where any “seaman lawfully, 
engaged in Australia wilfully or through mis- 
conduct fails to join  his_ ship,’ or having 
joined his ship deserts her before her depar- 
ture, and no proceedings under this Act have 
been instituted against the seaman in respect _ rane 
of the offence, the Minister, on a report by — 
the superintendent, may direct that. the sea- — 
man’s certificates of discharge shall be with: 
held from him for such period, not exceeding — 
one month, as the Minister thinks fit. 

‘‘ (2.) While a seaman’s certificates of dis-.. 
charge are so withheld then, not thee a 


anything to the contrary contained ins this ~ 
Act— 





(2) no superintendent shall grant to ‘he 
seaman a permit to sign articles; 
and ‘ie 


(b) no officer having the custody of doen v: 
ments shall furnish, to any person, — 
copies of that seaman’s certificates — 
of discharge, or any of them, or a 
certified extracts of any particulars: ais 
of his service or character, elt ae 

Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [9.53] pan ee thx 
withholding of a seaman’s certificates of 
discharge for a period not exceeding Ey : 
month, would mean that.the sailor could — 
not follow his ordinary avocation. | PET 
amounts to a severe penalty, and, seeing c 
that there is provision in the penalties ie 
section of the Act for the infliction of a 
fine of £20 for desertion, it appears that 
if the two forms of punishment are per : 
mitted to take effect together, it will be 
too drastic. It is not right that a man 
should be punished twice. 


Mr. Greene.—I can assure he. Toebe acm 
able member that in such cireumstantees) Me 
the offender would not be punished twice a a 

Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) ye 
[9.55].—The Government is unwarrant- i 
ah tightening up the ae bone 























on the avis of the se pariatonddee | 
shall take action? Why should the — 


Government come in here at all? A man ne 
may refuse to go on board his ship, and — 
the owner may not consider it worth while — 
to proceed against him. ‘Yet proceedings ~ 


. 4 y 
- Phe! 
AT. 
j! my vk pie 4 
Ai ae f vy, ye 
y PS ra y 
ie rae a1) f i yi 
« 








ph IR bel oa at NS AAI OT i) f ba at ihe 
LB epee i Ns 


Navigation 


Government. 
to heavily punish a man, for example, 


who may go out on strike. I cannot see 


any other reason why the Government 


‘should take steps to interfere. 


‘Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) [9.57]——I 


- strongly support the contention of the 


honorable member for Melbourne Ports. 


Surely it cannot be the intention of the 


c 
af 
hic 
‘3 
7 


does not want action taken. 


Minister to take action if the shipping 
company does not see fit to do so and 
It seems 
to me to be a proposition to substitute 
political power for the power of the 
Courts. If a company were to consider 
that there might be a doubt regarding 
the establishment of a prosecution before 


a Court, all that need’ be done then would 


A 


be to move the Minister. 

Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister 
for Trade and Customs) [9.58].—Here 
again we are following the New Zealand 
Act, where it has been found that this 
provision works very well. The idea of 
placing power in the hands of the Minister 
upon the report of the superintendent is 
really intended as a safeguard upon-the 
game rights of oe seaman puneets. 


Mr. Ryan. 
‘ister in the place of the Court? 


Mr. GREENE.—Possibly it does in 
some respects. But at the same time I 
think it will probably be found to work 
better in this manner,. for that has cer- 
tainly been the experience in New 
Zealand. The report of the superinten- 
dent for the year 1912-13 states :— 


The Shipping and Seamen Améndment. Act 
1909 empowers the Minister to withhold the 
certificates of discharge of seamen who ‘desert 
from or fail to join “their ships at the time 
of sailing, for such time as he thinks fit, and 
during the time they are withheld the men 
-eannot ship in other vessels. This power is 
exercised with salutary effect and few men are 
absent at the time fixed for vessels to sail. 


That provision has been found to work 





_ * », beneficially. all round. 


Clause agreed to. 

_ Clauses 26 to 29 agreed to. 

Clause 30 (Expense of illness of ae 
seamen). \ 

Mr. TUDOR (Yarra [10.2].—I pre- 
sume that under this provision the 
owners or agents will be responsible for 
the maintenance of seamen while 
ill on shore. A case was brought 
under my notice of 2 seaman on one of 
the a mononca te vessels- becoming ill 





[8 Jury, 1920.] 
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in Western Australia, and his people 
being unable to obtain redress. The 
position should be safeguarded by 
statute. and the owners or agents com- 
pelled to meet their obligations. If the 
clause does that I shall be satisfied. 


Mr. Greene.—That is the position. 
Clause agreed to. 

Clauses 31 to 33 agreed to. 

Clause 34— 


Section one hundred and thirty-six of the 
principal Act is amended— 

(a) by omitting from paragraph (f) of 
section (1), the words ‘‘ three thou- 
sand cubic. feet”, and inserting in 
their stead the words “the pre- 
scribed quantity ” 

(b) by inserting in sub-section (4), after the 
words “shall not apply to”, the 
words “limited coast-trade ships of 
less than three hundred tons. gross 
registered tonnage or’ 


Section proposed. to be amended— 


(1) Every place in a ship registered in 
Australia or engagedin the coastal trade, 
which is appropriated to the berthing ac- 
commodation of seamen or apprentices, 
shall— 

(f) be ventilated in such a manner 
as to insure a flow of not less 
than 3,000 cubic feet of fresh 
air per hour for each seaman 
or apprentice, 


(4). Sub-sections (2) and (38) of this 
section shall not apply to river and bay 
ships, but the owner of every such. ship 
shall make such provision as is. pre- 
scribed for accommodation for the taking 
of meals by the seamen and apprentices, 
and for the sanitary and lavatory accom- 
modation, including bathrooms. 


Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
[10.4]._There is a general belief that 
the cubic feet space ought to be increased. 


‘Some of the American ships. have twice 


the amount of air space provided in our 
Act, and I should like to know why its 
provisions are being altered. 


Mr, GREENE (Richmond—Muinister 
for Trade and Customs) [10.5]. —Experi- 


ence has shown that it is practically im-- 


possible to supply such a volume of air 
as is vrovided for in the principal Act 
without creating such ‘a strong draught 
as to cause serious discomfort, and even 
endanger the health of the crew. Ex- 
periments are being carried out to ascer- 
tain the proper volume of air flow, and 
when these have been completed the pre- 
scribed quantity will be provided for by 
regulation. The Act as it stands is 
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found to be unworkable, and it is neces- 
sary to make the alteration for the 
greater comfort of the men. 

Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
-[10.7].—What the Minister has said 
demonstrates the need for a greater air 
flow by increasing the amount of cubic 
feet space provided for the seamen. I 
have not had an opportunity of ascer- 
taining whether the ships built in Aus- 
tralia conform with the provisions of the 
Act, but if they do not, action should be 
taken without delay, otherwise we shall 
be met with the objection that structural 
features will prevent the necessary altera- 
tions being made at a later date. 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [10.9]—-I am 
not quite sure that the Minister has pro- 
vided for the “ prescribed quantity ” of 
air in the definition clause, and whether 
he can do this by a regulation. 


Mr. Greenz.— Yes. 


Mr. TUDOR.—There is another point. 


Sub-section 4 of section 136 of the prin- 
cipal Act calls upon the owncrs of ships 
engaged in the coastal trade to make pro- 
vision as prescribed for accommodation 
for the taking of meals by the seamen 
and apprentices and for the sanitary and 
lavatory accommodation, including bath- 
rooms. Paragraph b of the Bill states 
that this provision shall not apply to 
“limited coast-trade ships of less than 
300 tons gross registered tonnage.” Even 
Inter-State vessels have not this accom- 
modation—— 


Mr. Greenze.—They will be obliged to 
provide it under the Act. 


Mr. TUDOR.—Yes, when the Act is 
brought into operation; but I know that 


on certain vessels, when a man comes up’ 


from the stoke-hold, he has no means of 
cleansing himself properly. On some 
ships trading in and out of Melbourne, I 
have seen a man go to the galley for a 
bucket of hot water, and as there was no 
- separate room for him to bath in, he was 
obliged to go into the forecastle, which is 
common to all seamen. Vessels engaged 
in the coastal trade sometimes have a run 
of 800 miles, or, counting the return 
journey, 1 600 miles. 
well over a week, and I say it is not right 
that men engaged on such vessels should 
be denied the necessary conveniences and 
decencies of life. I trust the Minister 
will look into this matter. 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] _ 


This would take. 







Bill. 


Mr. GREENE (Richmond Nita 
for Trade and Oustoms) [10. a 
shall do so. It is perfectly clear, how- — 
ever, that limited coast-trade vessels Apes 
ids than B00. tons could not very wel op 
have. hospital accommodation. | pgtty 

Mr. Tupvor.—I do not want that, he 

Mr. GREENE.—No; but sub- section a 
2 of section 136 of the principal Act { ‘pro- Bi 
vides for mess-room accommodation. Ib 
is almost impossible to provide a separate 
mess-room on small coasting vessels. As 
the honorable member knows, they are 
generally run by the owner, who himself 
is a seaman. 






































sengers. pnt 
Mr. Tupor.—Yes, they Cos . : i 
Mr. GREENE.—Very rarely. Ey he f 

look into the point raised, and see if Baa) : 

is possible to make any further provision es 
Clause agreed to. ae 
Clauses 35 to 49 agreed £6) ie 
Clause 50 (Investigation of accidents). ‘J 
Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [10.19]—This 


clause amends section 176 of the esti aude 
Act, which provides that where a case of 
death, or accident incapacitating from 
work, ‘happens on board any foreign-going 
ship, the master shall, report it to the 
shipping superintendent at the port in 
Australia where the ship first arrives, anc 
the superintendent shall inquire into ; 

cause of death or accident, and shall make _ 
in the official log an entry of the result of — 
the inquiry. The clause adds the prov , 
that in any case where the first call of the 

shiv is at a port other than one of the . 
principal ports, as defined by the regu 
tions, and it is intended that the 
shall proceed thence to one of the prin 
ports, the Deputy Director may dir 
that the inquiry may be deferred until - 
arrival of the ship at the principal po 
Does this mean that in the event of 
accident happening on a boat coming 
Singapore to Australia, whose first 
of call is, say, Broome, the master of the 
vessel will be compe’ ‘led to. go to Fre- 
mantle for the purpose of the inqui 
Wit are the powers y of the Dee 


Mr, GREENE (Richmond Meas 
for Trade and Customs) [10.20].—As 
Act stands at present the master h 
report an accident to the Pegce 6. 
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first arrives. It may happen that this 
first port is one, say, on the north-west 
coast of Australia, where there is no 
_ ‘superintendent, ee where, consequently, 
it would be impossible to hold an inquiry. 
_ The clause simply provides that in such 
"ease the inquiry shall be held on the 
arrival of the ship at the principal port. 
If the first port of call is Broome, and 
the next one Fremantle, then the Deputy 
_ Director may order that the inquiry’ ve 
held at the latter place. The clause by 
another amendment also transfers from 
the superintendent, who is a miner 
official, to the Deputy Director, who is the 
responsible officer, the duty of giving 
effect to this provision. 
_ Clause agreed to. 
Clauses 51 to 55 agreed to. 


Clause 56 aa i ae steam-ships 
' not to proceed to sea). 


Mr,’ TUDOR (Yarra) [10,23 |.—This 
part of the Navigation Act has not yet 
been proclaimed, and, therefore, there has 
been no difficulty in regard to uncertifi- 

 eated steam-ships up to the present, so 
far as the Commonwealth is concerned. 
‘Under the State law of Victoria, however, 
_ there has been difficulty, and i have in 
_ mind one case of a vessel which, I under- 
stand, cleared out for China. This vessel 
BORA Tes | not been condemned, but had been re- 
- fused a clearance on account of unsea- 
worthiness; and, thereupon, she was al- 
 legedly sold to a person sa:d to be a Yesi- 
dent of Chili, and she left this port flying 

3 i, the Chilian flag. This enabled the owner 
to defy the port authorities. How far will 
this clause protect us in a case of the 
_ kind? We are all anxious that no unsea- 
_ worthy ship should put to sea; and I 
oe should like to know what power we will 
i have in regard to the master or owner 
ve fae takes such a vessel to sea, and who 

_ may not return. 


. Mr. GREENE. —I believe the clause is all 
‘ ett bier 

‘ oe agreed to. 

Clause 57 to 60 agreed to. 


: ts WA 61— 


Section 202 of the principal Act is amended 
ek adding after the word “‘ certificate’? (when- 
oe gecurring) the meds ‘‘of survey of the 
8 

" Section Et aholed to be amended— 
(1) The owner or master of a steam- 
ship shall not receive or have on board 

thereof any number of passengers greater 
than that allowed by the certificate.” 





+ 
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Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [10.27].—I have 
travelled on vessels on the coast of Aus- 
tralia which carried a greater number of 
passengers than the certificate warranted. 
I believe that at holiday times the Tas- 
manian boats, which undoubted y have to 
face an exceedingly rough trip, during 
which accidents are quite possible— 
though there have not been any very 
serious accidents up to now—have been al- 
lowed to carry extra passengers; but I 
hope that such exemptions will not be per- 
mitted in the future. 


Mr. Greene.—All these amendments 
simply bring our Act into line with the 
articles of the Convention. 


Clause agreed to. 
Clauses 62 and 63’ agreed to. 


Clause 64 (Watertight partitions, fire- 
proof bulkheads, and double bcttoms). 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [10.29 |.—Al- 
though this clause is in accord with the 
requirements of the Convention, there is 
necessity in the construction of new ves- 
sels, as proved by the Jvtanic . disaster, 
for, not only cross bulkheads, but longi- 
tudinal bulkheads. The T2tanic struck an 
iceberg, and had one side ripped out; but 
had there been, as there shou!d have been 
in a vessel of her size, say, three or more 
longitudinal bulkheads, she would have 
been saved. The rake-out bv. the iceberg 
was practically on the outer skin, and 
every bulkhead filled one after the other. 
Anybody who has had experience of ship- 
ping realizes the necessity of fitting ships 
with bulkheads, which will prevent, water 
flowing from one bulkhead to another. 


Mr. Greene.—There is power under 
the regulations to deal] with that matter. 


Mr. Marxs.—I quite agree with the 
statement of the Leader of the Opposition 
(Mr. Tudor). 


Mr. TUDOR.—I hope that the vessels 
built here will be thus equipped. In 


Australia we are thinking of providing’ 


for the bulk handling of wheat, and longi- 
tudinal bulkheads are imperatively ne- 
cessary for the sea-carriage of that com- 
modity, which otherwise will shift just as 
readily as will water. 


Clause agreed to. 
Clauses 65 to 72 agreed to. 8 
Progress reported. 
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ADJOURNMENT. 


RETURNED SAILORS AND Soupiers Im- 
PERIAL LEAGUE: CONTROL OF THE DIs- 
TRIBUTION OF SouDIERS’ TwEED— 
Nauru Istanp AGREEMENT. 


Motion (by Sir. JosEpH Coox) pro- 
posed— 


That the House do’ now adjourn. » 


» 


Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [10.35]. 


I desire to direct the attention of the 
Assistant Minister for Defence (Sir 
Granville Ryrie) to a question relating 


' to the distribution of Anzac tweed. I 
understand that this material is being dis- 


tributed through the medium of the Re- 
turned Sailors and Soldiers Imperial 
League. To-day I received a communica- 
tion from a Returned Soldiers League in 


my own district’ complaining that this is_ 


unfair. The letter points out that of 
400,000 men who enlisted in Australia 
not one-half are members of the Returned 
Sailors and Soldiers Imperial- League. 
Consequently objection is taken to the 
latter body having control of the distribu- 
tion of this tweed. 

Mr. Burcuetyt.—There are 170,000 
members of the League out of 260,000 
soldiers who have returned to Australia. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—The League in my 
district alleges that 2s. 6d. per yard is 
being made out of the sale of this tweed 
by the Returned Sailors and Soldiers Im- 
perial League. 

Sir JoszepaH Cook.—More allegations of 
profiteering. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—That is exactly 
what is stated in the letter which I have 
received. It charges the League with 
profiteering in the distribution of this 


tweed, and it suggests that its distribu- 


tion should take place through the Re- 
patriation Department, in order that 
every soldier may have the right*to apply 


to the sub-branch in his own ape | 


district for a supply of it. 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE ( North 
Sydney—Assistant Minister for Defence) 
[10.38].—T have’ not previously heard of 
this rather serious: allegation against the 
Returned Sailors and Soldiers Imperial 
League. I have not heard that it is 
charging returned men who do not belong 
to the organization 2s. 6d. per yard more 
for this particular tweed. 


Mr. BuaKkeLEy.—As a matter of fact, 


‘the Sydney section of the League ‘carried 


a resolution some six weeks ago that it. 


[REPRESENTATIVES | aoe 


~ would not supply tweed to non- ie 


! Tonto nea ‘pe 






of the organization. 


“Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE—It ‘yd 
no right to do that, because the inten- 
tion of the Government is that the tweed — 
shall be distributed impartially. It is 
not right to call it ‘‘ Anzac”’ tweed, be- 
cause that particular tweed is “hand: | 
woven and can be sold to anybody. 
The tweed of which the honorable 
member for Hunter (Mr. Charlton) — 
speaks is that which is manufac- 
tured at the Commonwealth Woollen 
Mills. It is the intention of the toveciee 
ment that every returned soldier shall be — 
able to apply for a suit length of this 
material, irrespective of whether he be- 
longs to any soldiers’ organization cae 
not. I will see that effect is given to that 
intention, otherwise the privilege which © 
the Returned Saglors and Soldiers bye 
perial League now enjoys of dealing with — 
the distribution of the tweed will be taken 
away from it. I will certainly look into | 
the allegation that the League is charg- — é 
ing 2s. 6d. per yard more for the tweed 
oe by non-members of that body. i 
BLaKkELEY.—It is a more serious | 
dels that the League refuses to supply 
non-members with it. - 
Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE pup will 
look into the matter. Piiscy h :: 
Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) [10. 40]. ay 
Under the terms of the Nauru Island — 
Agreement Act, the amount of compen: 



























was either to be agreed upon or fixed | 
arbitration, J would like to know | fe: 


bs od 


present reports, has ibe been she at 
has been fixed by agreement or arbitra-_ 





Sir Joszex Coox ae has been 
by agreement. rs 


Mr. RYAN.—I would like fave 
know whether the authority of Pa 
ment has been obtained for the ac 
payment of the money, and when : 
authority was secured. There is no 
propriation in the agreement itself, 
the item does not BPP on ae E 
mates. . 


the matter, but I sft furnish on 


orable member with an answer to-morro Ww. 
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ae Gabb, Joel Moses . Angas (8.A.) 

s) Nee ibson, William Gerrand Corangamite CMa 3 


reene, Hon. Walter Pickincnd (N.S. W.) | 


{ 


~ Massy 
ivi 7 BY sae Hon. Henry Dampier (W.A.) 
3 1 Groom, Hon. ‘Littleton Darling Downs (Q.). 


te aig - Ernest 


rican ct Alexander 


ieee 


New Hiniaed . 
(N.S W.) 
Higgs, Hon. William Guy Capricornia (Q.) 

ill, William Caldwell .. Echuca (V.) > 
Hughes, Right “Hon. Bendigo (V.) 

ie Villiam | Morris, EP-C., 


ai David! iSydney . 


r i vi Sworn 27th February, 1920. 
A Me _ tbh. March, 1920. 
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5 Kerby, 


-Maloney, William 
‘| Marks, Walter Mpifitt 


_ Riley, Edward .. 


‘Stewart, Perey Gerald 


Sworn 3rd March, 1920. 


Johnson, Hon, Sir William 
Elliot, K.C.M.G. 
Jowett, Edmund ba: 
Edwin ‘Thomas 
John 
Lamond, Hector 
Lavelle, Thomas James 
Lazzarini, Hubert Peter .. 
Lister, John Henry 
Livingston, John 
Mackay, George Hugh 
Mahon Hon Hugh 
Maliony, William George. 
Makin, Norman 
Oswald 


John 


Marr, Charles William 
Clanan 
Mathews, James 
Maxwell, George Arnot 
IMcDonald, Hon. Charles .. 
McWilliams, William James 
Moloney, Parker John 
Nicholls, Samuel Robert .. 
Page, Harle Christmas 
Grafton 
Page, Hon. James 
Poynton, Hon. Alexande 
Prowse, John Henry | 


Rodgers, Arthur Stanis- 
laus 
Ryan, Hon. Thomas 


Joseph, K.C. 
Ryrie, Sir Granville’ ‘de 


eae. KIO ME, Ga CUB: 
V2D. 
Smith, Hon. William 


Henry Laird 


Story, William Harrison 
Tudor, Hon, Frank 
’Watkins, Hon. David . 
Watt, Right Hon, William 
Alexander, P.C, 


West, John Edward 


Wienholt, Arnold 
Wise, Hon. GeorgefHenry 








. Wimmera (V.) | 
.. Boothby (S.A.) 


Gwynne 





me " 

; hse : : 

i ot it Bie ‘Heaps or DeparrMents. 

cae rs Senate.—C. G. Duffy, O.M.G. 

- : ‘ House of Representatives. —_W. A. Gale, C.M.G. 
4 ‘ % - Parliamentary Reporting Staff—B. H. Friend, LS.0. 
eae: Library.—A. Wadsworth. 
Nate. oy ti. ran _Toins House Committee.—G. H, Monahan, 
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| Speaker —The Honorable Sir William Elliot Johnson, K.C.M.G. 


Bhassnies of Committees—The Fonhrable John Moore Chanter. 


Lang (N.S.W.) 


. Grampians (V.) > 


Ballarat (V.) 


.. Tl awarra (N.S.W.) 
. Calare (N.S.W.) 

Werriwa (N.S.W.) >. 
. Corio (V.) 

.. Barker (8.A.) 

.. Lilley (Q.) 

.. Kalgoorlie (W.A.) 

. Dalley (N.S.W.) 


Hindmarsh (S A.) 


.. Melbourne (V.) 
. Wentworth (N.S.W,) 


Parkes (N.S.W.) 


Me thoarhe Ports (V.) 
. Fawkner (V.) 


Kennedy (Q.) 
Franklin ity 


. Hume (N.S.W.) 
Macquarie (N.S.W,) ~ 


Cowper (N.S.W.) 


.. Maranoa (Q.) 
r., Grey (S.A.) 
. Swan (W.A.) 
. South Sydney 


(N.S.W,) 
Wannon (V. ) 
West Sydney 
CN.S.W.) 
North Swilhe j 
(N.S. W. ) 
Denison (tT) f 


| 


Yarra (V.) 


. Neweastle (N.S.W.) 


Balaclava (V.) 


. East Sydne yi 


S.W.) 


- Moreton (Q. 


Gippsland (V.) 


—3. Appointed Temporary Chairman of Committees, 
4. Made Sehnatiet, 5th March, 1920,——5. Blection declared :void, 
t Sworn 11th May, 1920, 


2nd June, 1920, 
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Hovsr.—Mr. Speaker, Mr. R. W. Foster, Mr. Gregory, Mr. Livingston, Mr. Mathews, Mr. Somes Page, 
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. PAGE git: Nea, ON ORS A eo Ti) a 
House OF REPRESENTATIVES, 8 JULY. Invalid and Old-age Pensions .. ww we 606 
Navigation Bill .. ae is 2 2601 Deportation of Italians ..° °° > 1. Lact Riera 
Revenue and Expenditure aa ws ee New South Wales Telephone’ Service «poke Pees. 
Motion of Censure es e Es bab) 2602 Allowance Postmasters .. Wetie AME Lape 2012807 
Capitol Foundation Stone: Casket and Mallet .. 2602 Postal Receiving Offices > Pay - of Semi-oticial 
High Comumissioner’s Office by, By .. 2603. |? — Officers 
Nauru Island Phosphates - tN «» 2603 War Pensions aa Allowances : War Widows and ‘ 
War Service Homes os ¥ a ~+ /2603 Mothers ):.-. so N Rea BOOTY om 
Wool Conference nt aye ty .. 2603 Mail Contractors : Fodder Atiagennn jek date Rude. 2608 : 
* Allowance. Post-Offices .. i x _. 2603 |. Amendment of the Constitution : Convention . ye 2608 
New Guinea: Indentured Labor a .. 2604 Wheat Bags e Pe ere ... 2608 
Post-Offices in New South Wales and Victoria: War Service Homes by iy wore e 2608 
Erections, Alterations, Additions ie ». 2604 Temporary Postal Assistants ib aS Dre ROS 
Industrial Conference — .: -- 2604 British and Russian Nationals’ .. ~> 4... 2608) 
Probate Duties : Payments in Stock and Bands .. 2604 Well Oil Prospecting at Wie yours ax) X. 2609 
Jerger and Hirschfield Cases Me Bis -. » 2604 Wool Sale to British Government; Prection of 
Army Pay Clerks Si! “a ok .. 2605" |". Papers Ban 9 
Gallipoli Star... 0 « s. ay ie -. 2605 | Telephone: Bruce Rock bo Korbel unre at neon ahh HO 
Australian Ports; Depth of Water ie .» 2605, | 7 Bostal Oificrals': “Puberoutome: is noha ay ee um 
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General Post Office, Melbourne : Cleaners ». 2005 Destitute Allowante: eo: oh pe BIG 
Income Tax: Average Basis ee ie ..) 2605 Internment Camps a oi Rat fn o.2 2622 
Federal Capital .. ‘a i es .. 2606. | Navigation Bil .. 2637 
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ae COMMITTEES, — ee 
SENATE. ABD CAT a 
Dispurtep ReETuRNS AND QUALIFICATIONS,—Senator Keating, Senator Bie t=. beiseerc _ Prasten, f 
and Senator Senior. ; aN Bs ey 
SranpING OrpuRs.—The President, the Chairman of Committees, Senator de pay Senator zo 
Senator R. 8. Guthrie, and Senator Earle. : 


Lisrary.——The President, Senator Bolton, Senator Gardiner; Senator Keating, wee eae, 
and Senator Pratten. | TRG Da US 


Hovse.—The President, Senator Bakhap, Senator Buzacott, and Senator Rowell. Port ‘ ‘" x - 
Prin ting.— Senator Newland, Senator Plain, Senator Reid, and Senator Senior. ae 


Pusuic Accounts (Jornt),—Senator Crawford, Senator Earle. SPA SH ib anes ita 





Pusii1o Works eee Henderson, Senator Newland. ah STR M/A eh ye 





- HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. th 


‘STanpING EN —Mr. Pe) the Prime Minister, ‘the Chairman of Conmitegs Mr Aion, 


Mr. Charlton, Mr. Fowler, and Mr. Tudor. . 


Lrprary.—Mr. Speaker, Mr. Anstey, Mr. Wleming, Mr.Fowlcr, Mr. Higgs, Mr. Lamond, Mr. > Mackay, 
Mr, Maxwell, Dr. Maloney*, and Mr, McDonald. 





Mr. Rodgers, and Mr. Watkins, . RGF Aa 
Printrnc.—_Mr. Bamford, Mr. Bowden, Mr. Corser, Mr. Fenton, Mr. McWilliams, Mr, Bile, ond 


1 Mr. West. is 
prin Accounts (Jomnt).—Mr. Bayley, +Mr. Charlton, Mr.. patigem: Mr. Mcrae Mr, Fowl, 


Mr. Prowse, Mr. West. 4 


Pusiic Works (Jornt).—Mr. Atkinson, Mr. Bamford, Mr. Gregory, Mr. Mackay, Mr. ‘Mathews, sod 
Mr. Parker Moloney. 


Sua Carrmce: Senecr Commrrrer.—Mr. Atkinson, Mr. Burchell, Mr. Corser, Mr.. Fonter, 
wal A Mr. McWilliams, and Mr. Watkins. .: 


Mere 80th March, 1920. + Appointed 1st July, AVEN 
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